
Auf dein Wort will ich die Netze auswerfen. (Lutherbibel 1984) 
 

At your word I will throw out the nets. (personal translation) 
 

—Luke 5.5 
 

Be mindful that, when you make inquiries of Jesus, He may never leave you 
alone again. 
 

That is, essentially, a pithy summary statement of the life of Simon Peter. 
Having heard Jesus teach, and then exorcize a demon, in the synagogue, Peter 
approached Jesus to cure his mother-in-law from an unusual fever, which he did 
seemingly rather effortlessly.  
 

Then, after that, Jesus simply wouldn’t leave him alone: while teaching crowds, 
Jesus enters the boat that belongs to Peter and asks him to put the boat out 
away from the shore. After His teaching concludes, Jesus asks Peter, the veteran 
fisherman, to let out their newly-cleaned and -mended nets for another try at 
the end of their rounds, despite having caught nothing all day—which proved to 
be rather successful, to put it mildly. 
 

From then on, fear, despair, false senses of security, incredulousness, panic, 
confusion, abandon, and astonishment would all find their place at various 
stages in Peter’s life—things that likely wouldn’t have been there in quite the 
same way had Jesus not appeared on the scene. But, nevertheless, for Peter, He 
had, and, by virtue of our baptisms in Christ, for us He has appeared on the 
scene: in life and in death—first His own, then ours as well. He has gone so far 
as to destroy our death and to bring to light for us life and immortality—a rather 
wild scenario in which nothing is impossible for Him, and nothing is beyond 
the scope of possibility for us. 
 

Which, of course, renders inquiries of Jesus, at some point, irresistible for us—
particularly as we are gladly mindful that He will truly never leave us alone, 
come what may. 
 
But because he is God, he also claims the honor of giving far 
more abundantly and liberally than anyone can comprehend. 
 

—Large Catechism, The Lord’s Prayer, 
The Second Petition ¶ 55-56 
 

Robert Kolb and Timothy J. Wengert, eds., The Book of Concord: Confessions of  
the Evangelical Lutheran Church (Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 2000), 447. 
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Let my cry come before [Y]ou, O 
[YHWH]; 
 give me understanding according to  
 [Y]our word! 
Let my plea come before [Y]ou; 
 deliver me according to [Y]our word. 
My lips will pour forth praise, 
 for [Y]ou teach me [Y]our statutes. 
My tongue will sing of [Y]our word, 
 for all [Y]our commandments are  
 right. 
Let [Y]our hand be ready to help me, 
 for I have chosen [Y]our precepts. 
I long for [Y]our salvation, O [YHWH], 
 and [Y]our law is my delight. 
Let my soul live and praise [Y]ou, 
 and let [Y]our rules help me. 
I have gone astray like a lost sheep; seek 
[Y]our servant, 
 for I do not forget [Y]our  
 commandments. 
 

––Ps. 119.169-176 ESV 
 

 
 
The peace of God, it is no peace, 
 But strife closed in the sod, 
Yet, brothers, pray for but one thing— 
 The marvelous peace of God. 
 

—They Cast Their Nets in Galilee, stz. 4 
Hymnal 1982, #661 

mailto:Christopher.Ahlman@lcmsintl.org
mailto:Elizabeth.Ahlman@lcmsintl.org


 

Viel Erfolg am Anfang eines Lebens des Predigens 
 
The first part of the beginning Homiletics (Preaching) course I taught at the 
Theological Institute at Koltushi, Russia completed this past December, and it 
was a discernable success. The November intensive week schedule was lecture-
based, and was conceived as follows: 
 Day 1: The Matthean and Lukan Apostolic Mandate 
 Day 2: The Proclamation of Repentance unto the Forgiveness of Sins 
 Day 3: Law & Gospel, Proclamation v. Explanation, Miscellaneous Items,  
   Sermon Preparation 
 Day 4:  Sermon Preparation, Sermon Craft & Delivery 
 
The December intensive week consisted of the student’s giving their sermons, 
based upon Matt. 11.2-10, in class, over the course of two rounds. The 
students’ preparation for this week entailed: 1) grammatical treatment of the 
text, 2) an exercise in contrast between the Matthean text and the Lukan 
parallel account, to foster attentiveness to distinctive features in Matthew, 3) 
the construction of a paragraph summary and title of the sermon, 4) a 
treatment of Old Testament passages that inform our understanding of the 
text, and 5) the writing of the sermon text, using either a Ciceronian or 
Aristotelian rhetorical model. By requirement, the students delivered their 
sermons from memory to their classmates—not a small task, as I well 
remember! 
 
I was very impressed by the students’ work overall. If this class is any indication 
of the quality of preaching in the Church of Ingria in the years to come, the 
Church of Ingria will be in a very good place for many years, if not decades to 
come—all under God’s blessing. May it be so! 
 

Elizabeth’s Ecke 
 
Thomas recently loved learning about rockets for his Earth, Time and Space 
unit. The children presented their self-built models and information posters 
about Space last week. This week, he enjoyed a special Christmas Luncheon at 
the school that is put on by the parents. He continues to be a fantastic big 
brother, and is a huge help when Chris travels. 
 
Matthias loves school, but he also loves the two days he stays at home. They 
had a Christmas post office this month, and practiced “writing,” stamping, 
and sending letters. He loves trying to write “his letter” (M), and loves 
especially their calendar time where they recite the month, date, days of the 
week, and make observations about the weather. He enjoyed a field trip to the 
Christmas market and sang proudly in his little Christmas program and party 
at school this week. The boys are both off now until January 4th, and we are 
looking forward to the time together at home. 
 
Helene’s vocabulary is expanding every day. She is eager to try new words and 
keep up with her big brothers. She’s even saying some German words like 
“Morgen” and “Tschüss”. On Fridays, a new friend of ours has been coming to 
the apartment to watch her for us so that I can finish my book. She enjoys the 
one-on-one playtime, and is doing really well with it.  
 
 

 

 



 

Let Us Pray . . . 

 In thanksgiving for the 
proclamation of the Gospel, 
near and far 

 For the peaceful transition of 
government in the United 
States 

 For a greater reverence and 
respect for religious liberty 
and living in accordance with 
conscience and truth 

 For a blessed New Year in the 
grace of Christ Jesus 

 For continued blessing upon 
our work in Russia, especially 
upon the students at the 
Theological Institute 

 For blessings upon our 
growing family 

 

 
 

Die Lukaskirche, 
Leipzig, Germany 

 

 
To support the LCMS through the work of the Ahlmans, you may send a tax-
deductible gift to:  

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod  Mission Central 
P.O. Box 66861                                                     OR        40718 Highway E 16 
St. Louis, MO 63166-6861 Mapleton, IA  51034 

Make checks payable to The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod or LCMS. Include 
“Ahlman-Germany” in the memo line. Gifts can also be given securely online through 
the LCMS website at www.lcms.org/ahlman. 

 

May God in Christ through the Spirit bless you now and forever.  

 

 

 

 

 
 
We are also pleased to announce that we are expecting our fourth child, due 
on June 23, 2017. I am feeling less nauseated this time around, but much 
more fatigued. So far everything looks very good and the baby and I are very 
healthy.                                                     

                                  
  Matthias’ Christmas card! Helene eating chocolate. Thomas’ snowflake. 


