
Meine Seele wartet auf den Herrn mehr als die Wächter auf den Morgen. (Lutherbibel 
1984) 
 
My soul waits for the Lord more than the watchmen for the morning. (personal 
translation) 
 

—Psalm 130.6 
 
“Iniquities” are “offenses,” “crooked deeds”, “activities that are wrong.” They 
are catalysts of the depth-drenched distress that ensnares all those who commit 
them (among whom both you, dear reader, and I are rightly named, 
incidentally), even as they are symptoms of the enslavement that binds us to 
commit them. 
 
While we are inseparable from this great grasp of death and cannot escape it, 
there is one who is beyond it all and yet has conquered it from within and 
without. His name is Jesus of Nazareth, who took on our flesh to assume upon 
Himself and claim as His own all our “iniquities”, to dispel the resulting 
darkness, to break our bonds asunder, to buy us back to God, to hear our pleas 
for mercy, and to speak hope into being.  
 
And, in taking on our flesh, He entered our time and space in all its 
manifestations—one of which is waiting: waiting for the Lord to speak again 
now, waiting for the Lord to save again now, waiting for the Lord to finally 
appear to bring to completion and consummation all things now. In doing so, 
He makes us inseparable from a hope that “does not disappoint.” 
 
A blessed Advent- and Christmas-tide to you and yours. 
 
[H]ope is directed toward future good and future deliverance. 
 
—Apology of the Augsburg Confession, Article IV (Octavo) ¶ 283ff. 
 

Robert Kolb and Timothy J. Wengert, eds., The Book of Concord: Confessions of  
the Evangelical Lutheran Church (Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 2000), 165. 
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Some sat in darkness and in the shadow 
of death,  
 prisoners in affliction and in irons, 
for they had rebelled against the words of 
God,  

and spurned the counsel of the 
Most High.  

So [H]e bowed their hearts down with 
hard labor;  
 they fell down, with none to help. 
Then they cried to the Lord in their 
trouble, 

and [H]e delivered them from their 
distress.  

He brought them out of darkness and 
the shadow of death,  
 and burst their bonds apart.  
 

––Ps. 107.10-14 ESV 
 

 
 
O Dayspring, splendor of light 
everlasting: 

Come and enlighten those who sit 
in darkness and in the shadow of 
death. 

—Antiphon for December 21, 
Lutheran Service Book #462 

mailto:Christopher.Ahlman@lcmsintl.org
mailto:Elizabeth.Ahlman@lcmsintl.org


 

Zukünftige russische Prediger, Teil 1 
 
As mentioned in last month’s newsletter, 6-12 November found my faithful 
and superlative translator Aleksei and me in Koltushi, where I taught 
theological students for the first time. This was the first of two intensive weeks 
teaching a beginning preaching course, which was devoted to lectures and 
seminars on the biblical and confessional foundations of preaching. 
 
I was pleased as to how the first intensive week went. Of course, as always, 
preparation is half the battle, and I came well prepared—both for lecture and 
seminar content and approach as well for built-in flexibility, in the event that 
some things needed tweaking (which proved to be the case for a couple of 
aspects). Nevertheless, the delivery and reception of the lectures of this first 
week came off and were received by the students rather well. 
 
I’m now grading assignments and the students’ first sermons, with sermon 
delivery to occur during the next trip, which occurs 5-9 December. 
 

Elizabeth’s Ecke 
 
I recently had the pleasure of publicizing a wonderful event in Lukaskirche: 
the handing out of Small Catechisms in Farsi. These Small Catechisms also 
include the German questions & answers so that the pastors who work with 
asylum seekers here in Germany can use it to work with their catechumens 
who need to learn in Farsi. These Farsi Small Catechisms were translated in 
great part by Rev. Hugo Gevers, our colleague here in Leipzig, and many of the 
migrant members of our congregation. They were made possible by work done 
by Rev. Dr. Matthew Heise, head of The Lutheran Heritage Foundation 
(LHF). LHF published and printed these treasures. The first printing is of 
6,000, and they are going quickly both here in Germany and in neighboring 
countries like Denmark. The project was made possible by the amazing work 
of Gary Thies at Mission Central and all of his generous and “not normal” 
donors, who funded the majority of this project. Over the course of Dr. 
Heise’s visit to Germany, many were handed out in Leipzig, Berlin and other 
cities. To see pictures, please visit our LCMS Eurasia Facebook page. 
 

Let Us Pray . . . 

 In thanksgiving for the 
proclamation of the Gospel, 
near and far 

 For the peaceful transition of 
government in the United 
States 

 For a greater reverence and 
respect for religious liberty 
and living in accordance with 
conscience 

 For sheer confidence and joy 
during this Christmas season 
and the turn of the New Year 

 For continued blessing upon 
our work in Russia 

 For continued guidance for 
and blessing upon the 
Lukaskirche project, especially 
its catechetical work with 
migrants and asylum-seekers 

 

 
 

Der Familienadventskranz, 
Leipzig, Germany 

 

 

To support the LCMS through the work of the Ahlmans, you may send a tax-
deductible gift to:  

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod  Mission Central 
P.O. Box 66861                                                     OR        40718 Highway E 16 
St. Louis, MO 63166-6861 Mapleton, IA  51034 

Make checks payable to The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod or LCMS. Include 
“Ahlman-Germany” in the memo line. Gifts can also be given securely online through 
the LCMS website at www.lcms.org/ahlman. 

 

May God in Christ through the Spirit bless you now and forever.  

 

 

 


