
Umso fester haben wir das prophetische Wort, und ihr tut gut daran, dass ihr darauf 
achtet als auf ein Licht, das da scheint an einem dunklen Ort, bis der Tag anbreche und 
der Morgenstern aufgehe in euren Herzen. (Lutherbibel 1984). 
 
We have so much firmer the prophetic word, and you do well concerning this, 
that you give attention to it as to a light that shines there on a dark place, until 
the day breaks forth and the Morning Star arises in your hearts. (personal 
translation) 
 

—2 Peter 1,19 
 
The “darkness of this world” is less a matter of time and more a matter of space.  
 
It is, after all, along with all of us, caught and pressed between two great 
realities: 1) that Christ Jesus and He alone has fulfilled God’s will in His person 
and work, His suffering and death, and lives to this day to tell God and all the 
rest all about it, and 2) this same Christ Jesus and He alone will return, in the 
same way that He departed, to bring to consummation all things. These realities 
are so closely bound to each other that they leave essentially no room in 
between for anything else—save you and me, who are “hemmed in, behind and 
before” by such a knowledge that is indeed too wonderful for us. 
 
That’s a perfect recipe for darkness, particularly when the Lord’s hand lies 
heavy upon you to ensure and intensify it all the more. Yet, if you find this to 
be bad news, you would be sorely mistaken. Caught between fulfillment and 
consummation means being sandwiched in prophetic promises and “stuck” in a 
faith, a trust, and a hope that will not let you go.  
 
The darkness that results from all of this, along with the time that elapses in the 
process, are nothing more than comforting signs that illuminate our minds and 
hearts to such an extent that not only do we confess all of this to indeed be so, 
but also to rejoice that it indeed is as it should be—to the glory of God, in the 
name of Jesus. 
 
Although the works of God always seem unattractive and  
appear evil, they are nevertheless really eternal merits. 
 
—Martin Luther, Heidelberg Disputation, Thesis 4 
Website: http://www.augustana.edu/religion/lutherproject/HEIDELBU/Heidelbergdisputation.htm 
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If I say,  
“Surely the darkness shall cover me,  

and the light about me be night,” 
even the darkness is not dark to you;  

the night is bright as the day,  
for darkness is as light with you. 

 
––Ps. 139.11-12 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

As daylight turns to night, 
 We see the fading light, 
 Our evening hymn outpouring, 
Father of might unknown, 
 Thee, His incarnate Son, 
 And Holy Ghost adoring.  

 
—“O Gladsome Light, O Grace”, stz. 2 

Lutheran Service Book #888 
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Vorbereitung 
 
After Karsten’s baptism on 1 October, aside from a brief trip to Prague to 
participate in the installation of a colleague and a few meetings and 
conversations pertinent to future work in western Russia, my time has largely 
been spent on preparing for the first two upcoming teaching trips at the 
Theological Institute of the Church of Ingria in Koltushi, Russia, which lies 
within an hour’s drive east of St. Petersburg. Preparing for such trips through 
study is, in and of itself, such a joy, as I always come to either learn more or 
more deeply than before I started, which I hope bodes well for my students! 
 
Upon returning, more preparation will continue in the realm of Hermeneutics 
(principles of biblical interpretation). As with preaching, hermeneutics is 
something that I, along with virtually every Lutheran pastor, have learned, but 
then have gotten into the happy habit of simply “doing” and not “talking 
about.” I feel privileged to have the opportunity to “talk about” these things 
once again, so that my students can learn them, then fall into the habit of 
“doing” them, and then later, hopefully have the opportunity now and again 
to “talk about” them some more to future generations of pastors, for the 
benefit of the proclamation of the Gospel—the very witness of Christ in the 
world. 
 

Elizabeth’s Ecke 
 
I continue to fit many work duties into 10 hours of work, including written 
devotions and many Facebook posts. For Reformation Day and All Saints Day, 
we posted several themed devotions to the Eurasia Facebook page. It is a place 
where you can find news from throughout the region, as well as follow along 
in the Church Year as we post concerning feasts, festivals, and 
commemorations, as well as follow the 1-Year lectionary devotionally. Be sure 
to like the page and keep up with us. www.facebook.com/lcmseurasia 
 
Thomas continues to adjust well at Leipzig International School. I love that 
the curriculum includes a 45-minute session every Thursday where they write a 
different type of genre (letters, postcards, folk tales, diary entries, etc.). They 
prepare for this the night before with a “Big Talk,” which we usually do 
around the dinner table and is fun for the whole family.  
 
Matthias enjoys his “schlool” as well, but the recent Halloween festivities 
shook him up a bit. He wasn’t sure what to make of the decorations or the 
costumes, and on Saturday following their school party on Friday, he asked 
Daddy at nap time, “Halloween over?” Chris assured him it was, and he 
napped quite well after missing naps on both Wednesday and Friday at school 
due to the decorations. Poor guy.  
 
Helene likes to Flamenco dance, which she picked up when we visited Spain 
with my mother during the Fall school break. She also loves her baby doll, now 
asking for her at nap and bedtime to snuggle. She has also been feeding “Baby” 
at the table and putting her in Matthias’ chair when he’s not here.  
 
As always, thank you for all of your support and prayers! 
 
 
 

Let Us Pray . . . 

 In thanksgiving for God’s 
fatherly care in Christ Jesus 

 For the calm and orderly and 
peaceful transitions in 
government 

 For a greater reverence and 
respect for religious liberty 
and living in accordance with 
conscience 

 For penitent joy this Advent 
season 

 For continued blessing upon 
our work in Russia 
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Barcelona, Spain 
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May God in Christ through the Spirit bless you now and forever.  

 

 

 

   

To support the LCMS through the work of the Ahlmans, you may send a tax-
deductible gift to:  

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod  Mission Central 
P.O. Box 66861                                                     OR        40718 Highway E 16 
St. Louis, MO 63166-6861 Mapleton, IA  51034 

Make checks payable to The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod or LCMS. Include 
“Ahlman-Germany” in the memo line. Gifts can also be given securely online through 
the LCMS website at www.lcms.org/ahlman. 

 

 
 

 


