
Wo aber der Geist des Herrn ist, da ist Freiheit. (Lutherbibel 1984) 
 
Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. (personal translation) 
 

—2 Corinthians 3,17 
 
In light of the above words from Paul, I suppose that the logical question then 
would be: “Where’s the Spirit, then?” 
 
Paul actually answers that earlier in this particular discourse to the Corinthians 
Christians: the Holy Spirit is where the “new testament” is, that is, where the 
fulfilled work of Jesus Christ is present and brings eternal life, which involves 
“ministers” to administer such work, which involves a “sufficiency” come from 
God Himself. 
 
That sounds a lot like “Church”, doesn’t it? Yet “Church” doesn’t strike a 
whole lot of folks—without and even within the Church—as “freedom”, does it? 
 
Yet, pay no attention to those strikes (that’s what does everybody in); rather, pay 
complete attention to those words: “As a called and ordained servant of Christ, 
and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins . . .”; “this cup is the 
new testament in my blood . . .”; “The true body of Christ, given for you . . .  
the true blood of Christ, shed for you.” 
 
Those are the words of freedom, and thus, that’s where the Spirit of the Lord is. 
 
Our prayer is simply this: that the Spirit would lead us and those around us to 
realize and to come to terms with where this freedom is found, to pay attention 
to its words, and to recognize and confess and even crave the particular ways in 
which it strikes us and the world—in the name of Jesus and to the glory of God. 
 
To obtain such faith God instituted the office of preaching,  
giving the gospel and the sacraments. Through these, as through 
means, he gives the Holy Spirit who produces faith, where and  
when he wills, in those who hear the gospel. It teaches that we  
have a gracious God, not through our merit but through  
Christ’s merit, when we so believe. 
 
—Augsburg Confession, Art. V (German) 
 
Robert Kolb and Timothy J. Wengert, eds, The Book of Concord: The Confessions  
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church (Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 2000), 40 ¶ 1-3 
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When you send forth your Spirit, they 
are created, 
 and you renew the face of the ground. 
 

––Ps. 104.30 
 
 
 

 
 

St. Petri und St. Pauli Kirche, 
Eisleben, Germany 

 
 
 

Holy Spirit, ever working 
 through the Church’s ministry; 
Quick’ning, strength’ning, and 
absolving, 
 Setting captive sinners free; 
Holy Spirit, ever binding 
 age to age and soul to soul 
In communion never ending, 
 You we worship and extol. 

 
—Holy Spirit, Ever Dwelling, 

LSB #650, stz. 3 
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Umfangreich im September 
 
September found me with a number of larger-scale projects to tackle: 

 Development of a Regional Contingency Plan in cases of necessity 
 Continued preparatory study and undertaking of a Professional 

Review for the proposed new Altar Book of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of Ingria in Russia; 

 Development of my advanced Homiletics (Preaching) course for the 
Lutheran Theological Institute, Koltushi, Russia 

 
The highest joy, however, was the preparation for, and administration of, the 
Baptism of a child of an American military family who approached me for 
such a blessed event. With 1) living 3.25 hours from the family’s residence, 
and 2) no access yet to the Rose Barracks Chapel, on account of the ongoing 
approval process, it was a bit of an exercise to arrange the baptism. But sure 
enough, on 1 October at the Michaelskirche in Grafenwöhr, Karsten became a 
child of God, and for that we give thanks! 
 
As just mentioned, access to the Rose Barracks has not yet occurred for me, 
but on account of valid and conscientious reasons on the part of the Barracks 
chaplaincy staff, who are sympathetic and accommodating to this initiative. 
The approval delay may, in the end, actually result eventually in more people 
hearing the proclamation of the Gospel on base. Updates will be announced 
as they emerge. 
 
I continue regular devotional and study exercises, along with regular German 
language enhancement, and find myself discovering new ways in which the 
Church can be engaged and involved for the sake of the confession of Christ. 

 
Elizabeth’s Ecke 
 
Some exciting upcoming items on the Blog will include more guest devotions 
– at the end of October, it will be from new missionary Rev. Jordan Tomesch 
– and a story concerning the installation of Rev. Clinton Hoff as pastor of the 
English language congregation at St. Michael’s Lutheran Church in Prague. 
That should be out no later than October 11 on The Eurasia Blog 
(http://eurasiablog.lcms.org). We were able to join several other missionaries 
from our region in celebrating with the Hoff Family. Be sure to keep up with 
our Facebook page, as well, where lots of other content is uploaded, such as 
short videos and pictures (www.facebook.com/lcmseurasia).  
 
In order to better serve my family in my vocations as wife and mother, I have 
reduced my hours somewhat. However, I will be continuing to serve as the 
Communication Specialist. I’ve done a lot of work ahead to keep the content 
coming despite my shortened hours. We are very thankful for the support you 
all give us – in your prayers, notes, gifts, and financial support. 
 
Thomas and Matthias are adjusting well to Leipzig International School and 
Early Childhood Center. They both love school. Helene’s vocabulary is 
exploding, with an emphasis on calling for her brother, “’Tthias.” 
 

Let Us Pray . . . 

 In thanksgiving for Holy 
Baptism and its benefits 

 For blessing upon our 
political process, and peaceful 
transitions in government 

 For greater social 
responsibility among citizens 

 For a greater reverence and 
respect for religious liberty 
and living in accordance with 
conscience 

 For continued blessing upon 
our new work in Russia 

 For continued guidance in 
emerging possibilities 

 

 
 

Die Augustinerklosterkirche,  
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May God in Christ through the Spirit bless you now and forever.  

 

 

 

   
 

 

To support the LCMS through the work of the Ahlmans, you may send a tax-
deductible gift to:  

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod  Mission Central 
P.O. Box 66861                                                     OR        40718 Highway E 16 
St. Louis, MO 63166-6861 Mapleton, IA  51034 

Make checks payable to The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod or LCMS. Include 
“Ahlman-Germany” in the memo line. Gifts can also be given securely online through 
the LCMS website at www.lcms.org/ahlman. 

 

 

 

 


