
Habt Salz in euch und haltet Frieden untereinander! (Lutherbibel 1984) 
 
Have salt in yourselves and preserve peace among each other! (personal 
translation) 
 

—Mark 9,50 
 
Of course, these words of Jesus above are immediately prefaced by the following 
words: 
 
“Everything will be salted with fire. Salt is good, but should salt become not-so-
salty, with what will you season it?” 
 
Tangible peace with each other is directly correlative to the seasoning that 
results from the trials that visit you. That is to say, it is when God visits you in 
the testier things in life (things that visibly speak of nothing but death, in some 
manner or form) that the true “spice of life” emerges, and tangible peace among 
others takes shape in the end. 
 
Your concern here, dear Christian (and anyone else listening in), is that God 
has you in His workshop to season you up. Others may or may not be there, but 
that is not your concern. It is (more than) enough to know that you’re His 
project, and that, as a direct result, tangible peace among others is on the way. 
 
The Church’s mission is, in every respect, a matter of trusting that God will not 
only actually do what he says He will actually do but also will bring about what 
He says He will bring about. It’s a matter of undergoing what God has in mind, 
in the hope that it will be “very good.” It’s a matter of death and resurrection, 
promise, trust and hope, and peace among all those who surround us. 
 
[A]fflictions are not always punishments for particular past deeds. They are works of God 
intended for our benefit, that the power of God might be made more manifest in our 
weakness. 
 
—Philipp Melanchthon, Apology of the Augsburg Confession, 
Article XII: Repentance, ¶ 158 
 
Robert Kolb and Timothy J. Wengert, eds., The Book of Concord: The  
Confessions of the Evangelical Lutheran Church (Minneapolis: Fortress Press,  
2000), 215. 
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If it is possible among you, be at 
peace with all people . . . 
 

––Rom. 12.18 
 
 

 
 
 
 

“When through fiery trials  
your pathway will lie, 

My grace, all-sufficient,  
will be your supply. 

The flames will not hurt you;  
I only design 

Your dross to consume  
and your gold to refine.” 

 
—How Firm a Foundation, stz. 4, 

Lutheran Service Book #728 
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Home Service gut geklappt 
 
As I shared in our most recent newsletters, the Ahlman family was on Home 
Service 26 June-24 July 2016, reporting on our work over the past two years, 
thanking our supporters for their on-going support, and encouraging others to 
join in our network of support. Thanks to good planning (helped along 
mightily by extremely responsive congregations), our travels went rather 
smoothly, our presentation engagements were well-attended, and our 
supporters and listeners were grateful for the Lord’s work in our spheres. We 
were able to visit both sides of the family as well—important in general, to be 
sure, but specifically so in this instance, as we were able to finally meet three 
new nieces/nephews/cousins who were born after our last visit, whom we had 
only known prior through electronic means.  
 

Nochmal in Leipzig 
 
Our return to Germany was very smooth, for which we’re grateful, and our 
return to our Leipzig apartment was welcome, with many thanks to local 
friends for looking after it for us during our absence. After getting acclimated, 
the first orders of business were 1) getting Thomas and Matthias ready for the 
school year—this year, at Leipzig International School (LIS), and 2) preparing 
for and participating in the LCMS Eurasia Team Meeting in Lutherstadt 
Wittenberg. The Team Meeting went very well, and it is always good to see 
colleagues whom we seldom get to see. As for the school year, it has begun very 
well, also for which we’re grateful. A school change is never easy, but LIS has 
confirmed its reputation as a first-rate establishment, and we are very thankful 
for the opportunity and privilege of sending our children there. As for 
Elizabeth and I, we’re still getting caught up on everything, even as we’re 
planning for both our continued work and new assignments. 
 

Elizabeth’s Ecke 
 
The Eurasia Blog and the Facebook page continue to keep me very busy, along 
with editing newsletters for fellow missionaries and other communications 
work. I am really excited about an upcoming photo retrospective concerning 
the three groups from Eurasia who traveled to the US for the National Youth 
Gathering. My colleague, Rev. Craig Donofrio, will be working on putting this 
together for us. Keep an eye out for that, hopefully in the next couple of 
weeks. 
 
Mommy is adjusting to school, too, missing my Matthias man, who is 
attending three days per week this year (MWF), but I’m looking forward to 
volunteering at both children’s schools as I can with other commitments. I 
also miss Thomas, of course! Helene is toddling all over, ever a content and 
joyful little thing. I think she misses her brothers, but appreciates a little bit of 
special time with Mommy and Daddy. She really loves to say “Weeeee!!!” right 
now for even the slightest of reasons (getting lifted down from the high chair, 
getting picked up by big brother Thomas, swinging, stepping off the step 
stool). She is also showing how much she understands: when you say, “let’s 
brush our teeth” she heads to the bathroom and gets on the step stool, etc. 
 
 

Let Us Pray . . . 

 In thanksgiving for our 
baptism into Christ 

 For integrity among our 
elected leaders 

 For an end to global violence 
 For a recovery of greater 

reverence and respect for 
religious liberty and living in 
accordance with conscience 

 For continued blessing upon 
our work—ongoing and new 

 In gratitude for our network 
of support, without whom we 
could not serve as we do 

 In thanksgiving for education 
for our children 
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May God in Christ through the Spirit bless you now and forever.  

 

 

 

   

 

To support the LCMS through the work of the Ahlmans, you may send a tax-
deductible gift to:  

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod  Mission Central 
P.O. Box 66861                                                     OR        40718 Highway E 16 
St. Louis, MO 63166-6861 Mapleton, IA  51034 

Make checks payable to The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod or LCMS. Include 
“Ahlman-Germany” in the memo line. Gifts can also be given securely online through 
the LCMS website at www.lcms.org/ahlman. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


