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Our Mission
Equipping Lutherans to
be Gospel-motivated
voices For Life.
Our Vision
Every Lutheran congregation upholding the
God-given value of human life and influencing
society to do the same.

Summer 2016

Study: Adult Stem Cells
Can Cut Heart Failure Deaths in Half
– A team of doctors has just published new findings showing another dramatic,
life-saving application of adult stem cells, further undermining the case for harvesting stem cells from human embryos. The results of what is being called the
largest trial of its kind ever conducted showed that stem cells harvested from a
patient’s bone marrow can cut deaths from end-stage heart failure in half. Recipients of stem cell therapy were also 37% less likely to require hospitalization in
the following year. Further research is required to conclusively determine whether
this will be a realistic treatment for heart disease, but lead author Dr. Amit Pate of
the University of Utah expressed confidence: “These results suggest that it really
works.” If it proves viable, it is expected to also help mitigate shortages of donor
organs. In other stem cell research news, scientists announced that they had
successfully grown a human heart using stem cells. That in itself is a major development. But to the surprise of many, these stem cells did not come from embryos but rather skin cells, making this not only a major development but an ethical one too.
(Christian Life Resources “LifeWire,” March 30 and April 7, 2016; Live Action
News, 4/6/16; Center for Bioethics and Culture, 3/22/16)
www.lutheransforlife.org May 2016
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Message from Rev. Michael Brown
What’s Beautiful
You know what’s beautiful? The Eifel. It’s Germany at its finest. The
Eifel National Park’s green mountains are rolling, its streams rushing,
its lakes blue, its picture-perfect hamlets timber framed. In fact, a few
weeks ago I was thrilled to once again stay in my favorite village there.
It’s just quintessential Deutschland. Except for the Vogelsang, that is.
It’s just creepy. Haunting. Evil.
Perched over a vast lake tucked deep in the Eifel’s pine forest, this massive fortress clinging to a mountainside is perhaps the largest sprawling
remnant of Nazi Germany. The Ordensburg Vogelsang was a training
camp. From 1936-1939 at this National Socialist school for mind, body,
and soul, thousands of leaders for the Nazi Party were forged. The Vogelsang is where men became monsters. And deep in its labyrinth of
buildings lay its most sacred space - a long hall, much like a church
nave, that led to a holy of holies of sorts. Except upon this holy of holies’ pagan altar was a statue of an aryan man, the giant bronze embodiment of the herrenmensch, or master race. This Übermensch, this superman that was to be worshiped was exactly what these young men at
the Vogelsang were training to be. To be anything else was to be weak,
less than, untermensch (subhuman).
Subhuman. That shouldn’t be too hard for us to grasp here in America.
It’s how our laws treat the unborn – weak, less than, untermensch. Not
to mention 300,000 human beings, many of them children, that are victims of human trafficking in our country each year – yes, even along I80 here in Nebraska. Now there are even those here in Lincoln at the
legislature who think Nebraska’s “Good Life” should include our ill and
elderly loved ones committing suicide. So what about our weak, our less
than, our untermensch? Is that creepy to us? Haunting? Evil? What
does it mean that in our land and in our time, for so many it is not?
Well, God’s answer to all of these questions and the issues that face us
as a people can be found in His “training camps.” In fact, just an hour
before our visit to the Vogelsang a few weeks ago, I led a group of 20
Lutherans traveling with me in worship at one of God’s “training
camps” – a church. We gathered there in that sacred space, that long
church nave, yet in its “holy of holies”, upon its altar was no Über-

MEMORIAL/
THANKOFFERING GIFT
NE LUTHERANS FOR LIFE
Because I believe life is a precious
gift from God, I wish to support the
ministry of Lutherans for Life with
a gift in thanksgiving for the life of:
________________________________
Amount of contribution $________
_____ Memorial Gift
_____ Thankoffering Gift
I understand this gift will be given
recognition in the upcoming NE
Lutherans For Life Newsletter.
Name of contributor:
________________________________
Address:_______________________
________________________________
“Whatever you have done unto the
least of these, you have done unto
Me.”

Send to:
Nebraska Lutherans for Life
c/o Kirk Goertzen
347 D Street
Hampton, NE 68843

(Continued on page 5)

Our Philosophy
Lutherans For Life believes that the Church is compelled by God’s Word to speak and act on behalf of those who are
vulnerable and defenseless. The crisis of our times is the repudiation of Biblical truth manifested in the wanton destruction of innocent human life through legalized abortion-on-demand and the growing threat to the lives of others
through legalized assisted suicide and euthanasia. Therefore, as Lutherans For Life, we will strive to give witness,
from a Biblical perspective, to the Church and society on these and other related issues such as chastity, post abortion
healing, and family living.

Page 4

Nebraska LFL Federation Newsletter

Nebraska Lutherans For Life Federation News
The Board of Directors of the Nebraska Lutherans For Life Federation met at St. John Lutheran
Church in Seward on Saturday,
June 18, 2016.

dents planning to attend the LCMS
Life Conference and the Washington March For Life in January
2017.

LUTHERANS FOR LIFE
NATIONAL CONFERENCE
“HERE WE STAND” is the
theme for the National Conference
October 21-22, 2016 at St. Michael’s Lutheran Church, Bloomington, Minnesota. The Nebraska
Board is offering
scholarships of $50 to pay the
registration fee for any students
(grade 7 and up through college
or seminary) and $100 for registration for adults to attend the
Conference. Contact Treasurer
Kirk Goertzen at (402) 725-3593
or kirk.goertzen@nm.com to apply.
National LFL usually offers assistance also. The schedule, registration, and hotel information is
posted on the Lutherans For Life
website www.lutheransforlife/
conference, is in the Summer
LifeDate publication, or call 888364-LIFE.
National LFL is planning to move
the National Conference to the
even-numbered years and have
regional conferences in the oddnumbered years. A one-day conference is scheduled for October
2017 at Redeemer Lutheran
Church in Lincoln. Pastor Brown
is the contact person.

CROSS DISPLAY
The Seward Area Chapter will
have the display from June 25 to
July 16 and a congregation in
western Nebraska will have it in
September. If you want to use the
display in your area, please contact
Bob Saeger at
saeger001@windstream.net or
P.O. Box 183, Waco, NE 68460.
Also, contact Bob if you would
like to make future phone calls for
scheduling the display.
ESSAY CONTEST ON
SANCTITY OF LIFE
Emily Loseke of St. John, Columbus was the winner of the contest
for grades 6-8 and the $100 prize
will be presented to her in July at
her congregation. Her essay was
sent on to National LFL for the
national contest.
BULLDOGS FOR THE UNBORN-CONCORDIA
UNIVERSITY
The Concordia pro-life group will
be changing their name to Bulldogs For Life within the next
month. There are a number of stu-

LCMS LIFE CONFERENCE
AND MARCH FOR LIFE,
WASHINGTON, D.C.
The LCMS Life Conference
“LIFE 360°” will be January 2729, 2017. This will include the
national March For Life.
The Nebraska Board will pay the
registration fee of $175 for students and $275 for adults (before
Dec. 1 rates) for anyone who
wants to attend the conference.
Contact Treasurer Kirk Goertzen
at (402) 725-3593 or
kirk.goertzen@nm.com to apply.
For more information go to
www.lcms.org/lifeconference, email tracyquaethem@lcms.org or
phone 888-843-5267.
HERITAGE HOUSE SALE
Pro-life publicity items like balloons, bookmarks, pens & pencils,
rubber bracelets, stickers, etc. that
are great for handouts at places
like county fairs are on sale from
Heritage House in Snowflake, Arizona at www.HH76.org or
(Continued on page 5)
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1-800-858-3040. Use the coupon
code C6F before July 15 to get
special pricing.
LIFE CHAINS will be observed
on Sunday, October 2. Watch for
one (or start one) in your area. A
listing of life chain events can be
found at www.lifechain.net -- look
under Nebraska.
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mensch. No, just a body given and
blood shed for the weak that gathered that Sunday along
with an untermensch, a pastor
(me), that led them in their gottesdienst (divine service or worship)
that morning.

In fact, we worship a God who
loves the life of those whom the
CONGREGATION LIFE
world counts as weak, and less
TEAMS
than, and subhuman – even us. He
The Nebraska Board will provide
loves us so much that He came to
$125 to every congregation in Ne- earth to die for us, even embodybraska who wants to start a Life
ing those things we count as
Team. This $125 will cover the
naught. Weak – a lowly peasant
cost of training materials. You can
who led an insignificant life. Less
contact Bob Saeger for more inforthan – seen and treated by others
mation at
as so. Subhuman – tortured and
saeger001@windstream.net or
murdered as such. To make us
P.O. Box 183, Waco, NE 68460.
sinful monsters, men. To forge us
into new creations in Christ. To
The NEXT MEETING is Saturforgive us, give us life, and save
day, October 15, 2016 at 10 a.m. at
us.
St. John Lutheran Church in SewThink about it. Every gift that was
ard.
given, every word that was proclaimed in that church the morning
we visited the Vogelsang, stood in
total opposition to every evil that
NEWS AROUND NEBRASKA was proclaimed and lessons that
were learned in that evil place 80
Norfolk Area Lutherans for Life
purchase supplies and refresh chil- years ago. And you know what?
The same thing happens in your
dren's worship bags at Christ Lutheran Church in Norfolk. They
church each Sunday - God’s trainattended a Justice For All working camp for you.
shop and shared the information at
There each week, the same God
their May meeting.
comes and gives you His gifts in
Christ through Word and Sacrament. Gifts that are given, God’s
Word that is proclaimed that
stands in total opposition to the
evil that is proclaimed as good and

deceitful, sinful lessons that are
taught as true in our own land and
in our time. God has come in Jesus
Christ to redeem life at all stages,
in all places, and at all times.
So that one day we have ruins like
the Vogelsang in our land. Overgrown landmarks, where once
death and evil reigned, but they do
no more. And when we visit those
places, I hope they feel just as
creepy, haunting, and evil to us.
Yet until that day, we gather in
God’s training camps to receive
God’s gifts in Jesus Christ, letting
God’s Word and Spirit strengthen
us and forge us into New Creations. Then strengthened and nourished by God’s Word and Sacraments, we go out into our various
vocations each week and live lives
of love and service to the weak,
and the less than, and the subhuman among us. And you know
what’s beautiful? That is.

Thank you to
William and Andrea Bader
For their donation to
Nebraska Lutherans For Life
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