
Meine Stärke und mein Lied ist der Herr, er ist für mich zum Retter geworden 
(Lutherbibel 1984). 
 
The Lord is my strength and my song; for me He has become the Rescuer. 
 

—Exodus 15,2 
 
The salvation of God cuts both ways. It truly is a matter both of life and of 
death. 
 
This truth is given vivid witness in Moses’ narrative of the Crossing of the Red 
Sea: the Hebrews, whom God chose as His own people and mercifully dealt 
with in accordance with His promise, crossed from bondage to liberty by 
passing through the walls of the divided sea water on dry ground; the 
Egyptians—nothing more than an extension of Pharaoh himself, who 
rebelliously attempted to outlast YHWH and his simple request, drowned in 
those very same waters when they came crashing back together again. 
 
What this means is that, when the salvation of God enters a broken world to 
rescue a people of His own choosing, there is a people that follows a promise 
who then receives a strength and a song (YHWH Himself and His works and 
ways), and then there is a people that pursues the elimination of a threat, all the 
way to a place where they, along with their strength and song, actually become 
no more. 
 
Pondering this realization can be unnerving, if not altogether paralyzing. But 
that needn’t be the case for any of us, particularly for you, dear reader. Simply 
observe the strength and song of YHWH in your midst. There you’ll find the 
promise that continually leads you further through. There you’ll sense—even 
taste—rescue, life, even God Himself, given and shed not against you, but for 
you. 
 
If it is possible, let us all follow Him. Let us be enrolled in  
His Sacrament and sign. He opens to us the way of life. He  
brings us back to paradise. He leads us on to the kingdom of  
heaven. 
 
—Cyprian, An Address to Demetrianus, 25 
Scott R. Murray, ed., A Year with the Church Fathers: Meditations for Each Day of the Church Year  
(St. Louis: Concordia, 2011), 120-121. 
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But thanks be to God, [W]ho in Christ 
always leads us in triumphal procession, 
and through us spreads the fragrance of 
the knowledge of [H]im everywhere. For 
we are the aroma of Christ to God 
among those who are being saved and 
among those who are perishing, to one a 
fragrance from death to death, to the 
other a fragrance from life to life. 
 

—2 Corinthians 2:14-15 
 
 

 
 
 
When we seek relief 
 From a long-felt grief, 
When temptations come alluring, 
 Make us patient and enduring. 
Show us that bright shore 
 Where we weep no more. 
 
Jesus, lead Thou on 
 Till our rest is won. 
Heav’nly leader, still direct us, 
 Still support, console, protect us, 
Till we safely stand 
 In our fatherland. 
 

––“Jesus, Lead Thou On”, 
Lutheran Service Book 718, stzs. 3-4 

 



Neue dienstliche Berufungspflichten 
 

Following mutual conversation with our Regional Director, I am happy to 
announce that I will be undertaking a new role within LCMS Eurasia, now 
serving as Evangelistic Missionary, with responsibilities related to the training 
of indigenous pastors and leaders (at first, in preaching and biblical 
interpretation) at the Lutheran Theological Institute in Koltushi, Russia, as 
well as regular pastoral service to members of the US military in northern 
Bavaria in Germany, along with further regional educational opportunities of 
an evangelistic nature. 
 

The new role is a result of a number of factors: 1) my personal growing sense, 
arising out of a number of tangible factors, that the growing and increasing 
needs of the Lukaskirche project can presently be better met by other initiatives 
than those I can bring, 2) my interest in returning to an instructional setting, 
one in which I thrive, for the hoped-for benefit of the Church-at-large in their 
particular situations, 3) my pre-existing wonderful connection with the Church 
of Ingria, along with my growing connections with other partner churches in 
the region, where further work in the Gospel has potential, 4) my desire to be 
of service and helpful to the regional Church as new developments occur, true 
needs arise, and as requests for assistance are made. 
 

We will remain living in Leipzig, so relocation matters will not be an issue for 
us as a family. I will travel to fulfill duties both in western Russia and in 
northern Bavaria. I have devised a plan that reflects significant promise to be 
workable both for the Church and for us as a family. I will still perform recital 
and engage in masterclasses and further lectures on occasion. While this will 
be a bit of an adjustment, it is one for which we have planned appropriate 
time, thought, energy, and opportunity. 
 

Thankfully, this will impact neither the short-term nor long-term plans of the 
Lukaskirche efforts (the final decision for which, incidentally, has been delayed 
for a few months). God is blessing this project in unanticipated ways that 
resonate with what already has been taking place there (i.e. over 50 baptisms 
there just in the past few months!), and for that we give thanks. 
 

Elizabeth’s Ecke 
 
Even as Helene, Matthias and I are enjoying time in Pittsburgh with family and 
extended family, I am keeping up with my duties as Communication Specialist. 
Recent stories posted on the blog have covered items from GEO Missionary 
Sean Baker's commissioning as a Lay Minister to an update on the work done 
by Rev. Yaroslav Boychenko in Russia. There have also been posts on the 
LCMS Eurasia Facebook page, on top of preparing for Home Service 
requirements like getting doctor's appointments for everyone here in the US.  
 

Some exciting information is that as Rev. Craig Donofrio, the new Director of 
Communications, is beginning work on several ideas for podcasts or radio 
programs that will become a part of how we do outreach in the region. My goal 
has been that the blog proclaim the Gospel as well as report on the work in the 
region. I am so excited to announce that Rev. Donofrio's goals for the podcasts 
will be to find new avenues of proclaiming the Gospel throughout the region, 
including working with our colleague, Rev. Hugo Gevers in Leipzig, on a 
catechetical podcast in Farsi! Please pray for these efforts! 
 
 
 

Let Us Pray . . . 

• In thanksgiving God’s 
gracious promises in Christ 
Jesus 

• For sobriety and calm in the 
processes of lawful 
government and the pursuit 
of the right and true 

• For the advancement of the 
Gospel in every global corner 

• For the protection of 
Christians under threat 

• For clarity and healing in the 
wake of the Orlando shooting  

• For blessing upon new and 
continued roles in Eurasia 

• For continued guidance for 
and blessing upon the 
Lukaskirche project 

• For safe travel during our 
Home Service activity 

 

 
 

Lukaskirche, 
Leipzig, Germany 

 

 



	  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

May God in Christ through the Spirit bless you now and forever.  

 

 
	  

   

To support the LCMS through the work of the Ahlmans, you may send a tax-
deductible gift to:  

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod  Mission Central 
P.O. Box 66861                                                     OR        40718 Highway E 16 
St. Louis, MO 63166-6861 Mapleton, IA  51034 

Make checks payable to The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod or LCMS. Include 
“Ahlman-Germany” in the memo line. Gifts can also be given securely online through 
the LCMS website at www.lcms.org/ahlman. 

Home Service July 2016 

2 Prince of Peace Lutheran, 
 Freedom, Pa. 
 6:30p: Preaching 
 
3 Prince of Peace Lutheran, 
 Freedom, Pa. 
 9:00a: Presentation 
 10:15a: Preaching 
 
7 Zion Lutheran, 
 Accident, Md. 
 7:00p: Presentation 
 
10 Our Savior Lutheran, 
 Raleigh, N. C. 
 8:30, 11:00a:  
  Presiding/Preaching 
 9:30a: Presentation 
 
13 Emmanuel Lutheran, 
 York, Neb. 
 9:00a: Presentation 
 
 Trinity Lutheran, 
 Blue Hill, Neb. 
 7:00p: Presentation 
 
17 Hope Lutheran, 
 Shawnee, Kan. 
 4:00p: Organ Recital 
 
20 Christ Lutheran, 
 Lincoln, Neb. 
 9:15a: Presentation 
 
 Good Shepherd Lutheran, 
 Lincoln, Neb. 
 6:30p: Preaching 
 7:30p?: Presentation 
 
23 Mission Central, 
 Mapleton, Iowa 
 10:30a: Presentation 
 
24 Pacific Hills Lutheran, 
 Omaha, Neb. 
 8:00 & 10:30a:  
  Preaching 
 9:15a: Presentation 
  


