
Der Herr gab zu Antwort: Ich will meine ganze Schönheit vor dir vorüberziehen lassen 
und den Namen des Herrn vor dir ausrufen. Ich gewähre Gnade, wem ich will, und ich 
schenke Erbarmen, wem ich will (Lutherbibel 1984). 
 
The Lord gave the answer: I want to allow My entire beauty to pass before you 
and the name of the Lord to exclaim before you. I grant grace to whom I want, 
and I bestow mercy on whom I want. (personal translation) 
 

—Exodus 33,19 
 
The Lord does His things in His way and on His terms, including mercy. 
 
Initially, that’s a rather bitter pill for us to swallow. Just think: the mercy of God 
is entirely contingent upon God, and not upon us. It’s up to God, and not to 
“them” (simply pick your favorite manifestation of “them”), whether God has 
mercy upon “them”. It’s up to God, and not to us, whether God has mercy 
upon us. 
 
Further, how God goes about being merciful is entirely up to Him, not “them” 
or, heaven forbid, us. If things were up to “them” or to us, mercy would be 
defined, in every respect, by the problem: God’s good time would be supplanted 
by the “tyranny of the urgent”; relief would be nothing beyond the “logical 
solution”; the Church’s mission would inevitably be one grand exercise in 
sanctified hucksterism. Faithfulness or sincerity would be proven by some 
discernible hypertrophy in behavior. Law would trump Gospel. A nameless and 
ugly attempt at mercy would stem from what we would want, meaning that 
there simply would be no mercy at all. 
 
Thankfully, however, mercy stems from what God wants and how He wants it: 
His name and wherever He has placed and exclaimed it, with the entirety of His 
beauty passing directly in front of our face. That’s Calvary, that’s Word and 
Sacrament, that’s our liturgy of daily life. That’s the answer that God has given, 
which, thankfully, is never defined by the problem. 
 
Through these, as through means, [H]e gives the Holy Spirit  
[W]ho produces faith, where and when [H]e wills, in those who 
hear the Gospel. 
 
—The Augsburg Confession, Art. V (German Text), alt. 
Robert Kolb and Timothy J. Wengert, eds., The Book of Concord: The Confessions of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church (Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 2000), 40. 
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God has spoken by His prophets, 
 Spoken His unchanging Word, 
Each from age to age proclaiming 
 God, the one, the righteous Lord. 
In the world’s despair and turmoil, 
 One firm anchor holds us fast: 
God is king, His throne eternal; 
 God the first and God the last. 
 
God has spoken by Christ Jesus, 
 Christ, the everlasting Son, 
Brightness of the Father’s glory, 
 With the Father ever one; 
Spoken by the Word Incarnate, 
 God of God, before time was; 
Light of Light, to earth descending, 
 He reveals our God to us. 
 
God is speaking by His Spirit, 
 Speaking to our hearts again, 
In the ageless Word declaring 
 His own message, now as then. 
Through the rise and fall of nations 
 One sure faith yet standing fast; 
God abides, His Word unchanging; 
 God the first, and God the last. 
 
 

––“God Has Spoken by His Prophets”, 
Lutheran Service Book 583 

 
 

 



Sehr aktiv in Leipzig 
 
Following Chris’ trip to Russia, which completed 4 May, effort soon began to 
complete preparations for hosting visiting choirs at Lukaskirche. The first, the 
Christus Chorus of Concordia University, St. Paul, Minn., performed a classic 
and diversified program of sacred music under the direction of Dr. David 
Mennicke, a well-known and sought-after choral clinician in the United States. 
Two weeks later, we were privileged with a concert by the Chamber Choir of 
Concordia College, Bronxville, N. Y., under the direction of Dr. Jason Thoms, 
an ensemble that also performed another well-diversified program with 
considerable vibrancy. We thank both of these choirs for their assistance in 
proclaiming the Gospel in song in our area. Concluding the month was our bi-
monthly children’s afternoon at Die Brücke and Lukaskirche, centered around 
the point of living by faith and not by sight. 
 

Noch ein Schritt weiter in Leipzig 
 
On 29 May our congregation in Leipzig gathered for a biannual congregational 
voter’s meeting, essentially to discuss the congregational Elders’ overall 
proposal for the acquisition of Lukaskirche for the congregation’s full and 
exclusive use as its future home, in and from which its current and future 
congregational life and mission will occur. The vote was near unanimous to 
individually consider the Elders’ proposal for two weeks, after which time, on 
12 June, a final and conclusive vote will be taken on the proposal, following 
any discussion that needs to occur. 
 

Home Service Juni 2016 
 
We will be engaged in Home Service this coming Summer. During June we 
have two presentation engagements scheduled: St. John’s Lutheran Church, 
Millvale, Pa. on 26 June at 10:30a, and Grace Lutheran Church, Niagara Falls, 
N. Y. on 29 June at 6:30p. Should you be within geographical reach, please 
come and learn of our life and work and how you can further support it. We’d 
love to see you! 
 

Elizabeth’s Ecke 
 
Matthias, Helene and I safely traveled to the US on May 31st where we are 
staying with my mom and caring for her following her eye surgery. The surgery 
was successful and recovery is going well so far. Please give thanks with us for 
that, and for safe travels. We met many wonderful and helpful fellow travelers 
and airline staff during our journey, and for that we are also very grateful! I will 
be working from here until Chris and Thomas join us for Home Service at the 
end of June. Thomas is doing well as the end of the school year wraps up. He's 
growing so much! Matthias is Helene's little keeper. He has saved her recently 
from 1. crawling out our front door and going straight down the stairs head 
first, 2. choking on something small we didn't know she had in her mouth, 
and 3. climbing halfway up Grandma Pam's very steep and high stairs. Their 
escapades together are a joy to watch. 
 
 
 

Let Us Pray . . . 

• In thanksgiving that, through 
the person and work of Jesus, 
eternal joy and confidence is 
ours 

• That God would heal, 
support, and advance His gift 
of lawful government 

• That God would advance the 
Gospel throughout the world, 
to the salvation of many 

• That God would protect and 
defend His Church from 
strife and danger—both 
within and without 

• That God would cause truth 
to advance and triumph in 
society and the public square. 

• For continued blessing upon 
our work in Eurasia 

• For continued guidance for 
and blessing upon the 
Lukaskirche project 

• For safe travel during our 
Home Service activity 
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May God in Christ through the Spirit bless you now and forever.  

 

 
	  

   
	  

To support the LCMS through the work of the Ahlmans, you may send a tax-
deductible gift to:  

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod  Mission Central 
P.O. Box 66861                                                     OR        40718 Highway E 16 
St. Louis, MO 63166-6861 Mapleton, IA  51034 

Make checks payable to The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod or LCMS. Include 
“Ahlman-Germany” in the memo line. Gifts can also be given securely online through 
the LCMS website at www.lcms.org/ahlman. 


