
Wisst ihr nicht, dass euer Leib ein Tempel des Heiligen Geistes ist, der in euch 
wohnt und den ihr von Gott habt? Ihr gehört nicht euch selbst. (Lutherbibel 
1984). 
 
Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who resides in 
you and whom you have from God? You do not belong to yourselves. (personal 
translation) 
 

—1 Corinthians 6,19 
 
“My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge,” YHWH lamented through the 
mouth of the prophet Hosea (Hos. 4.6). That lament was an explicit indictment 
upon the priests and prophets of Israel during Jeroboam’s reign, who essentially 
starved the people of Israel of knowledge of the mighty and merciful ways of 
YHWH. While this specific indictment was given in the context of a broader 
indictment against the people of Israel as a whole for the deleterious status 
marked by faithlessness, disloyalty, and ignorance that they had effortlessly 
achieved, this specific indictment remained and lost none of its strength, 
vitality, and endurance; rather, such context only reinforced such indictment. 
 
When God wants to truly deal with a people, He’ll do it, as promised, through 
His prophets, His priests, and His kings––meaning that He’ll deal first with 
them through other prophets, priests, and kings who, somehow by the sheer 
grace of God, do what the sad–and–sorry ones themselves deliberately failed to 
do. In so many ways, known or unknown, God Himself, as Prophet–Priest–
King in the person and work of Jesus, will deal with His people: that they may 
indeed truly know Him and His works and ways; that they may be torn down in 
death and be built up in resurrection into a Temple truly made without hands, 
where YHWH’s name dwells eternally, and where their Spiritual sacrifice of 
thanksgiving never ends. Still more, God will bring His people to truly know, 
and then to trust, and then to joyfully and confidently confess what it precisely 
is that He has made them to be: nothing other than the body of Christ itself. 
 
For your sakes the Word became flesh. For your sakes 
He who was the Son of God was made the Son of Man 
So that you who were the sons of men might be made 
Sons of God. 

    —Augustine, Sermons on the Lessons 
      of the New Testament, 71.5 

Scott R. Murray, A Year with the Church Fathers:  
Meditations for Each Day of the Church Year (St. Louis: 
Concordia, 2011), 261. 
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 . . . and that which he spoke (was) 
concerning the temple of his body. 
 

––John 2.21 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Holy Spirit, light divine, 
 Shine upon this heart of mine; 
Chase the shades of night away, 
 Turn the darkness into day. 
 
Holy Spirit, all divine, 
 Dwell within this heart of mine; 
Cast down ev’ry idol throne, 
 Reign supreme, and reign alone. 
 

—Holy Spirit, Light Divine, 
Lutheran Service Book #496 
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Gut geklappt in Litauen und Russland 
 
Two trips to Eastern Europe kept Chris rather busy––both in terms of 
preparation and then delivery. Chris was in Palanga, Lithuania 12–15 April as 
part of a Continuing Education Pastoral Conference of the Lutheran Church 
of Lithuania, where he gave a paper he prepared entitled “The Church 
Musician and the World” (LCMS representation was then immediately 
requested for next year!). A couple of weeks later, he prepared for a trip to 
Russia: 28–30 April in Novosibirsk in Siberia to deliver lectures for the 
Siberian Evangelical Lutheran Church (again, more return requests!), and then 
30 April–4 May in St. Petersburg and Vyborg, giving consultations on a vital 
project for a musical initiative in evangelization, as well as evangelistic recitals. 
Additional discussion related to regional Theological Education initiatives for 
the advanced training of indigenous pastors were held, which were rather 
productive and promising. 

 
Noch weiter in Leipzig 
 
Since Easter Sunday, seventeen people have been baptized and have entered 
the Church through our congregation––a reality for which we give thanks! 
Four more are slated for baptism later this month, as well as 
Confirmation/First Communion for two individuals who have come to us 
having already been baptized. The Lord is continually blessing our 
congregation with these new members, many of whom have endured (and 
continue to endure) much in the name of Jesus Christ. These people never fail 
to serve as sources of inspiration and admiration for me in Christian faith and 
life. 
 
Our Leipzig congregation is preparing in many ways for its decisive vote on the 
acquisition (in a form currently discussed yet still to be decided) of 
Lukaskirche. We will have final word on the future picture in mid–June, 
which will then be reported in the combined July/August newsletter. 
 

Elizabeth’s Ecke 
 
On the Communication front, we are kicking around some new initiatives, 
including the possibility of a way of sharing many of the theological lectures 
sponsored in some way by the LCMS which occur throughout our region. 
Theological Education is in high demand in our region. After years under 
Communist rule, many in Eastern Europe have not had access to high quality 
theological materials. Additionally, emerging churches in certain areas of our 
region have never had such access, especially in their own languages. We are 
looking at how the communications arm of the region can help support the 
dissemination of the theological resources we are already putting out through 
various conferences and other initiatives. Please pray for this work. 
 
On a personal level, I would appreciate prayers for my mother, Pam, who will 
undergo eye surgery on May 20th to correct her “lazy eye.” Also, please pray for 
all of us as we travel to the US for Home Service at different times, as some of 
us are departing earlier in order to care for my mother during her recovery: 
that everything would proceed safely, smoothly and well. 
 

Let Us Pray . . . 

 In thanksgiving for our 
baptism into Christ 

 For blessing upon our leaders 
in government 

 For the preservation and 
welfare of our societies 

 For joy in service through our 
vocations 

 For the gift of joy in Christ 
Jesus 

 For continued blessing upon 
our work in Russia 

 For continued guidance for 
and blessing upon matters 
related to Lukaskirche 
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May God in Christ through the Spirit bless you now and forever.  

 

 

 

   [Type a quote from the document or 
the summary of an interesting point. 
You can position the text box 
anywhere in the document. Use the 
Drawing Tools tab to change the 
formatting of the pull quote text box.] 

 

 

To support the LCMS through the work of the Ahlmans, you may send a tax-
deductible gift to:  

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod  Mission Central 
P.O. Box 66861                                                     OR        40718 Highway E 16 
St. Louis, MO 63166-6861 Mapleton, IA  51034 

Make checks payable to The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod or LCMS. Include 
“Ahlman-Germany” in the memo line. Gifts can also be given securely online through 
the LCMS website at www.lcms.org/ahlman. 

 


