
Erbarmt euch derer, die zweifeln (Lutherbibel 1984) 
 
Have mercy on those who doubt (personal translation) 
 

—Jude 22 
 
Falsehood finds that there is, quite simply, too much manifestation of truth in 
the world that is both much too close at hand and much too potent in bringing 
about lasting impact, the recurrence of which even good history has shown time 
and again. On account of this, naturally, good reputations need smearing, lives 
need destroying, heads need to roll––all in public view, of course. 
 
Thus, falsehood’s work is never done, because truth keeps popping up here and 
there. Falsehood is merciless because truth is relentless, and the more truth has 
its way, the more falsehood is held at bay. 
 
To be sure, the world manifests well this dynamic. To be even more sure, 
however, this dynamic is manifested no more acutely than in the Church, in 
which the Truth lives and abides. There, in the Church, is the Truth 
proclaimed and heard, delivered and received, held forth and clung to. As a 
result, reputation–smearing, destruction of lives, rolling heads find prime real 
estate in the Church, because the Truth is there, in the most visceral of ways. 
And those in the Church who observe it all begin to have––or have had for 
some time––their doubts: doubts about the Church, doubts about the Truth. 
 
However, with the Truth being as relentless as He is, He has His way in the 
Church. It is, after all, His Church. Victims of untold harm receive healing in 
God’s good time. The perpetrators’ lies bring them to the inevitable dead end, 
making the “back–track” of repentance the only way out. Those suffering from 
doubt, observing the grand “bottoming–out” from a distance are given that 
discrete friend, finally receive their respite from misery and emerge, by no doing 
of their own, as veteran witnesses of the Truth in a world that doesn’t have a 
clue of what it looks like when truth and falsehood collide. 
 
It looks like a scar–filled life void of fear, filled with 
hope, joy, and gratitude. 
 
God grant it unto us, in the name of Jesus. 
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Christians, to the Paschal Victim 

Offer your thankful praises! 
The Lamb the sheep has ransomed: 

Christ, who only is sinless, 
Reconciling sinners to the 
Father. 

Death and life have contended 
In that combat stupendous: 

The Prince of life, who died, 
Reigns immortal. 

 
—Easter Sequence (Victimae Paschali), 

 Lutheran Service Book #460 
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Alles geplant und spontan 
 
After a surprisingly intense time of preparation for and actualization of the 
televised Divine Service at Lukaskirche on Sept. 6, our parish had a wee bit of 
normalcy for a week or two. Then, however, as many of you have heard and 
experienced on the news, Leipzig (along with all of Germany and significant 
portions of Europe) began to receive a significant influx of asylum–seekers, an 
influx which, of course, will continue unabated for some time. While not part 
of my official duties, I nevertheless have accompanied my colleague, Rev. Hugo 
Gevers, Leipzig missionary for Migrant and Asylum–Seekers, on visits to one 
of the Leipzig refugee shelters. It appears that, after some initial internal 
conflict among ethnic groups, life inside the shelter is incrementally 
improving, even as basic personal needs have always been successfully 
provided––which, at the very least, is a good sign. Nevertheless, prayers are 
ever requested for such a challenging situation of such magnitude. For more 
on LCMS involvement, see this recent Reporter article. 
 
On other fronts:  

1) I’m in the final stages of preparation for a Russia visit in November; 
2) Our Leipzig congregation heard the Lukaskirche building assessment 

presentation from our appointed architect. It now follows that our 
congregational leadership will assess the best way to move forward in 
light of the presentation; 

3) We were privileged to host both Rev. James Krikava and Richard 
Sovitzky of LCMS Eurasia on their official visit to Leipzig; 

 
Additionally, I continue presiding or serving as organist at liturgies, and 
occasionally have the opportunity to preach. Sermon composition in German 
is getting easier! I’m thankful, though, that I have faithful colleagues on whom 
I can rely to clarify or alter idioms that do not naturally flow from my 
American English–formed mind. 
 
Family-wise, everyone is doing well. Elizabeth presses on admirably as wife and 
mother, and as LCMS Eurasia Communication Specialist (please consult 
eurasiablog.lcms.org for regular regional updates). Thomas continues to excel 
at school, Matthias is growing ever more imaginative with play on the Island of 
Sodor and more adept in both English and German, and Helene is ever the 
content little girl, happy to be with her family. 
 
May God bless you in Christ Jesus, now and forever, 
 
Christopher & Elizabeth, Thomas, Matthias, & Helene 
 
 
 
 

Let Us Pray . . . 

 For a baptized vision of 
ourselves and of this world 

 For faithfulness in hearing 
and trusting the Word of 
God 

 For patience, flexibility, and 
understanding in a shifting 
world 

 For honesty in both private 
and public life 

 For God’s continued blessing 
in the Lukaskirche planning 
in evangelization 

 For continued comprehensive 
health and strength for 
service in life and work 
 

 

 
 

Nikolaikirche,  
Neuendettelsau, Germany 

 

 

To support the LCMS through the work of the Ahlmans, you may send a tax-
deductible gift to:  

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod  Mission Central 
P.O. Box 66861                                                     OR        40718 Highway E 16 
St. Louis, MO 63166-6861 Mapleton, IA  51034 

Make checks payable to The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod or LCMS. Include 
“Ahlman-Germany” in the memo line. Gifts can also be given securely online through 
the LCMS website at www.lcms.org/ahlman. 
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