
Wenn ihr nicht umkehrt und werdet wie die Kinder, so werdet ihr nicht ins 
Himmelreich kommen (Lutherbibel 1984). 
 
If you do not turn back and become as children, you will thus not enter the 
kingdom of heaven (personal translation). 
 

—Matt. 18,3 
 
In a real, biblical way, the kingdom of heaven is never ahead of you; rather, it is 
always behind you. In so many ways, you’re always passing it by and getting 
ahead of it, even though it’s the very goal at which God has given you to arrive. 
This means that, when it comes to the kingdom of heaven, you’re never either 
“already there” or “getting there.”  To be there or to get there is inseparable 
from turning around, backtracking, and receding from where you’re going and 
are headed. And with the Lord Jesus (and thus with the kingdom of heaven), 
turning around, backtracking, receding et al., is inseparable from His calling 
you unto Himself—which means that the Lord Jesus Himself, the kingdom of 
heaven Himself, is not ahead of you, but rather behind you. 
 
This should come as no surprise. When the Lord Jesus appeared on the scene, 
His consistent proclamation to the backs of fallen humanity was: “Repent/Turn 
around/Reorient yourself, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand!” His 
consistent course of action was to give bodies and souls and spirits a completely 
different orientation from the disastrous direction in which they were headed. 
Pursuing this course to the fullest, He withdrew to the furthermost recesses of 
creation, where not even God Himself will go. There He found a promise, a 
hope, and a joy, and He lives to tell about it here in time, and back there in 
eternity. 
 
It is back to this that He calls you, me, and everyone.  Back to the kingdom of 
heaven Himself, the Lord Jesus Himself, is the course that He has set before us. 
Nothing but promise sees us through. Nothing but hope fills the air. Nothing 
but joy awaits us. 
 
Lord Jesus, think on me / Nor let me go astray / 
Through darkness and perplexity / 
Point out Your chosen way. 
 
—Synesius of Cyrene, “Lord Jesus, Think on Me,” 
tr. Allen W. Chatfield, Lutheran Service Book  
(St. Louis: Concordia, 2006), 610.  
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Therefore, since we are surrounded 
by so great a cloud of witnesses, let 
us also lay aside every weight, and 
sin which clings so closely, and let us 
run with endurance the race that is 
set before us, looking to Jesus, the 
founder and perfecter of our faith, 
who for the joy that was set before 
him endured the cross, despising the 
shame, and is seated at the right 
hand of the throne of God. 
 

—Hebrews 12,2 (ESV) 
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Eine schöne Pause, und dann eine Reise 
 
As briefly mentioned in the August newsletter, we took some vacation time 
during my parents’ visit to Germany, during which time we were able to show 
my father our Leipzig-way-of-life for the first time, as well as to tour some then-
yet-uncharted regions of Germany. We had a lovely time, and are grateful that 
my parents could come—not only to sightsee, but also to personally meet 
Helene for the first time. 
 
After a couple weeks of preparation, Chris then traveled to Siberia to hold a 
series of music lectures in Novosibirsk and then Tomsk, in partnership with 
the Siberian Evangelical Lutheran Church. The lectures, attended by those 
both inside and outside the Church, went rather successfully, in the context of 
an overall well-run summer lecture program, which included not only my 
lectures and masterclasses but also those of Rev. Daniel Johnson, LCMS 
Eurasia Pastoral Care Specialist, and Rev. Larry Beane, LCMS parish pastor 
currently serving in Gretna, La. Additionally, the lectures were well-received, 
with many requests to return as soon as possible. 
 
With the penning of this newsletter, we’re 1) preparing for our 5-day LCMS 
Eurasia regional team meeting, 2) preparing Thomas for school, as he begins 
the 2nd class (grade) on 24 August, 3) wishing the weather was cooler, 
particularly given that air-conditioning is a) particularly non-existent in our 
apartment and b) generally scarce throughout Europe. All things in God’s 
good time under God’s blessing, we must confess. 
 

Elizabeth’s Ecke 
 
Currently much of my work time is dedicated to writing project descriptions – 
both long and short versions – for all of the projects throughout the Eurasia 
Region for the coming year. These will be used by Mission Advancement to 
show donors or people interested in donating to a project. The short versions 
will be used in a new online database coming soon to the LCMS main website 
where you can donate with the click of a button, and watch your favorite 
project(s) meet their goals. It’s an exciting new way to raise the funds for the 
many projects needed throughout the world to serve the Lord’s people and 
those who have never heard His name. 
 
On the blog, September will bring a new feature. Once a month, a pastor from 
our region will write a guest devotion (I write the others) for our Wednesday 
Devotion. The first guest pastor is none other than my husband. It will run the 
final Wednesday of every month. Other contributors who are signed on to 
help out are some of our fellow missionaries, as well as pastors from partner 
churches in Germany and Russia. 
 
Helene recently began rolling from back to tummy. She ends up there in her 
sleep quite often now. She can keep her head lifted very high up, and is more 
and more interested in trying to follow all of her brothers’ antics. Matthias’ 
vocabulary and willingness to try words is growing by leaps and bounds. Some 
new favorites include “sorry” (which he needs to use quite a lot) and 
“awesome.” Thomas is an extraordinary big brother, and is particularly proud 
of being able to hold Helene while standing up. 
 
 

Let Us Pray . . . 

 In gratitude for Christ’s call 
unto discipleship 

 For an increase in the faithful 
proclamation and hearing of 
the Word of God 

 For strength, resolve, and 
truthfulness among lawful 
governmental leaders 

 In gratitude for the ability to 
vacation and for successful 
activity in Siberia and for 
safety in travel 

 For God’s continued blessing 
with the Lukaskirche project 

 In gratitude for family and 
friends 
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May God in Christ through the Spirit bless you now and forever.  

 

 

 
The Eurasia Blog 
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To support the LCMS through the work of the Ahlmans, you may send a tax-deductible 
gift to:  

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod  Mission Central 
P.O. Box 66861                                                     OR        40718 Highway E 16 
St. Louis, MO 63166-6861 Mapleton, IA  51034 

Make checks payable to The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod or LCMS. Include 
“Ahlman-Germany” in the memo line. Gifts can also be given securely online through 
the LCMS website at www.lcms.org/ahlman. 
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