
 

Jesus Christus spricht: Seid klug wie die Schlangen und ohne Falsch wie die 
Tauben (Lutherbibel 1984). 
 

Jesus Christ says: Be shrewd like the serpents and without falsehood like the 
doves (personal translation). 
 

—Matt. 10,16 
 

When Jesus, in His person and work and words, enters a broken world that is 
hostile to God and His mandate for repentance, there is a need for shrewdness 
and innocence on the part of his Church who has been called out of the 
world’s darkness and yet still lives and moves and has its being in that broken 
and hostile context. But, make no mistake, such shrewdness and such 
innocence is by no means something we must conjure up ourselves in order to 
fend for ourselves; rather, they are the very gifts of God given to us to assist in 
fending off the responsive attacks of Satan, of this sinful world, of our own 
sinful flesh. And thus, wherever you see the Church’s manifest shrewdness and 
innocence in the face of adversity, you see the very saving activity of God 
Himself in your midst—all done in the name of Jesus Himself, and thus you not 
only have cause for hope, but you have hope itself, especially so, given that even 
opposition to Christian truth and persecution of those who advance it will itself 
meet its end. 
 

In receiving these gifts of God of shrewdness and innocence, the Church is 
brought to see things in greater relief that can only come from the hand of God 
Himself: tangible peace resting upon entire households, rebellious people 
confessing Christ Jesus before others, being welcomed by others in the name of 
Christ, receiving one tangible reward after another—in ways both great and 
small. 
 

God grant that He continually grant us these gracious gifts to defend and 
sustain us, and God grant that He would bring us to use them, to take comfort 
in them, and even delight in them, all for the sake of Christ Jesus, 
His proclamation of repentance and forgiveness to all 
people, and the extension of His kingdom, which stands 
ever near. 
 

Whatever evils Adam’s body incurred from being incited 
by Satan, let the apostles wipe away through their sharing 
in the Lord’s power. 

    —Hilary of Poitier, On Matthew, 10.4 
    (taken from Scott R. Murray, A Year with the Church  

           Fathers. St. Louis: Concordia, 2011, 319) 
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O Christ, who taught the Twelve 
 The truth for ages sealed, 
Whose words and works awakened 
faith, 
 The ways of God revealed: 
Instruct us now, we pray, 
 By Your empow’ring Word. 
True teacher, be for all who seek 
 Their light, their life, their Lord. 
 

—O Christ, Who Called the Twelve, 
 stz. 2 

Lutheran Service Book #856 
 

 
 

Statue of Jesus in Neuendettelsau, 
Germany, honoring the handicapped 
who fell victim to the Nazi euthanasia 

campaign of 1940-1941. 
 
Christ says, “No one shall snatch you 

from my hand.” 
 

—John 10:28  
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Die Verwaltung in der Arbeit und im Leben 
 
Since the sending of the June newsletter, I’ve been tasked with attending to a 
lot of loose ends, both with respect to the work in Leipzig and Eurasia and also 
our general life in Leipzig. With the tightly-packed period of time between 
mid-March until mid-June, some less-urgent things simply couldn’t get 
immediate attention until mid-June turned its corner. Now that it has, I’ve 
been attending to a lot of administrative and organizational aspects of work 
and life. Summers are a good time for that, I suppose. 
 
Concurrently, however, I’ve been preparing for 1) our two-week family 
vacation, now that Thomas is out of school, 2) a lecture/masterclass/recital 
trip in Russia in early August, and 3) an LCMS Eurasia team meeting in mid-
August. Once we return from the team meeting, Thomas will return back to 
school—in the 2nd grade! Matthias simply keeps developing his bilingual 
vocabulary, and Helene simply keeps growing. Life is ever full! 
 

Elizabeth’s Ecke 
 
This summer all over Central Europe, the LCMS is sponsoring short-term 
teams who have joined with Eurasia Missionaries to provide English Bible 
Camps. These camps are a great way to reach children and adults with the 
Gospel. We offer something they want: English practice, and something they 
need: the Gospel! These camps are powered by local churches in conjunction 
with volunteers from the LCMS and missionaries on the ground. We’ll be 
covering the camps from Tisovec, Slovakia to Poland and the Czech Republic 
on the Eurasia Blog over the next weeks. Please be sure to keep an eye out for 
the stories. You’ll hear from our missionaries, as well as our short-term team 
volunteers, about their experiences and God at work.  If you’d like to 
volunteer for next year, now is the time to start thinking about raising funds. 
There are always plenty of short-term team opportunities in Central Europe in 
Hungary, Poland the Czech Republic and Slovakia. If you want to know more 
about what this might entail, contact me or go directly to GEO Missionary 
Benjamin Helge, who arranged the camps this year. His email address is 
Benjamin.helge@lcmsintl.org. God is at work in these camps, but we can’t do 
them without your help, so please prayerfully consider coming as an individual 
or a team for Summer 2016! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

May God in Christ through the Spirit bless you now and forever.  

 

Let Us Pray . . . 

 For the grace of Christ Jesus 
to permeate the hearts and 
minds of people 

 For greater respect on the 
part of government for the 
Gospel of Christ and its 
personal and societal 
implications for its citizens 

 For God’s manifold blessing 
upon, protection of, and 
advancement of his 
institution of marriage of 
man and woman 

 For a greater reverence for 
human life in all its stages 
and circumstances 

 For God’s continued blessing 
in the Lukaskirche 
negotiations and planning in 
evangelization, and upon 
evangelization efforts in 
broader Eurasia 

 

 
 

Schlosskirche, Wittenberg, Germany 
 

 
 
 

To support the LCMS through the work of the Ahlmans, you may send a tax-deductible 
gift to:  

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod  Mission Central 
P.O. Box 66861                                                     OR        40718 Highway E 16 
St. Louis, MO 63166-6861 Mapleton, IA  51034 

Make checks payable to The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod or LCMS. Include 
“Ahlman-Germany” in the memo line. Gifts can also be given securely online through 
the LCMS website at www.lcms.org/ahlman. 
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