
Euer Ja sei ein Ja, euer Nein ein Nein: alles andere stammt vom Bösen. 
(Lutherbibel 1984) 

 

Let your “Yes” be a “Yes”, your “No” a “No”: anything otherwise comes from 
the evil one.  

 (personal translation) 
 

—Matthew 5,37 
 

I recall a “conversation” that I was having—many years ago—with an older 
individual within a larger group. Without realizing it, this individual 
continually asked me—a person not particularly drawn to innocuous, 
inconsequential chit-chat—a series of closed questions, all of which truly only 
elicited either a simple “Yes” or “No” answer. Unnerved by the growing series 
of simple, one-word answers, the individual asked “Would you care to 
elaborate?” Immediately exhausted by the prospect, upon shelving the intended 
snotty reflex-retort of “Would you care to ask better questions that elicit an 
extensive answer more to your liking?,” I started speaking on the fly, 
improvising a veritable essay that, in the end, clearly inferred for everyone just 
how sufficient—nay, how good—the original simple “Yes” and “No” truly were. 
Thankfully, no further questions were asked. 
 

In his suffering and death, Christ Jesus satisfied the One-most-unsatisfied—dare 
I say the One-who-cannot-be-satisfied (God)—for an eternity. In this He was 
God’s simple “Yes.” No God-unnerved, no God-on-edge. If He can do that and 
be that for One somewhere, then He can do that and be that for anyone 
anywhere—including them, including you. He can be their/your simple “Yes”. 
Not only can He do that, He has done that, and He will do that—for an eternity. 
No need for tension best-suited for a butter knife, or for nervous giggles and 
smiles that only a manipulator can love, or of relegation of conscientious 
objection to the back seat. No glittering generality; only “Yes”. No accusation or 
duress; only divine love and freedom. No Satan; only Jesus. 
 

It is this “Yes” Who gifts you with a place in life where  
your simple “Yes” and “No” is sufficient—nay, good.  
No further questions asked.  
 

“[T]heir sins are forgiven on account of Christ, who by 
[H]is death made satisfaction for our sins.” 
 

            —Augsburg Confession, IV.2 (Kolb/Wengert, 41) 
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For freedom has Christ set you free. 

 
—Galatians 5,1a 

 
 

 
 
 
For all the promises of God in 
[H]im are “Yes”. Therefore also on 
account of [H]im is the “Amen” to 
God unto glory through us. 
 

—2 Corinthians 1,20 
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Unsere Pläne vorantreiben! 
 

This last month saw the continuation of important events occurring here in 
Europe, as briefly described in our last newsletter. Chris was in western Russia 
21-25 May, engaged in an evangelization tour comprised of 3 organ recitals, 2 
masterclasses, and preaching on Pentecost. Immediately following his return, 
he spent the next five days preparing for and then performing in the 
Sängerfest of the SELK’s Saxon-Thuringian Diocese on 31 May. Immediately 
following this, Chris prepared and then gave a presentation on 6 June at the 
Old Latin School in Wittenberg on J. S. Bach and the Gospel of Jesus for the 
4th Squadron, 2nd Cavalry Regiment of the US Military. Finally, on 10 June, 
Lukaskirche hosted an outstanding concert of the Valparaiso University 
Chorale with the Leipzig Baroque Orchestra. As you can see, lots of 
evangelization through music occurred, under God’s blessing. You can read 
more about this activity at the Eurasia Blog! Currently, Chris is involved in 
Lukaskirche development plans, along with music lectures to occur in Russia 
in August. 
 

Elizabeth’s Ecke 
 

I’m actually just about caught up and back on track following maternity leave. 
My immediate supervisor, Rick Steenbock, and his wife, Marla, have returned 
to the United States after serving in Eurasia for more than three years. The 
Office of International Mission is seeking someone with talents in video 
shooting and editing, photography and organization, and who is willing to 
travel throughout the region. There are still lots of great stories at the blog, as 
well as the weekly devotions. Like our Facebook page, as well, for more 
pictures, video and information (www.facebook.com/lcmseurasia).  
 

Family life proceeds on apace, to say the least. Helene has begun to sleep 
through the night, and she sleeps rather well during the day as well. Already a 
master of non-verbal expression, Matthias is increasingly applying himself at 
verbal communication, always with new words in German and English. 
Thomas continues to enjoy school and shared experiences with classmates and 
friends, which includes birthday parties—many of which have been occurring 
this Spring! We’re looking forward to some time away to counter-balance the 
frenetic past few months.  
 

 
 
 

 

May God in Christ through the Spirit bless you now and forever.  

 

Let Us Pray . . . 

 For the advancement of the 
Gospel and the truth of the 
Word of God 

 For the increase and 
advancement of religious 
liberty throughout the world. 

 For greater respect for a well-
informed conscience that is 
captive to the Word of God 

 For an increase in lawful 
government throughout the 
world 

 For God’s defense of His 
Church throughout the world 

 Pray for Rick and Marla 
Steenbock’s transition back 
to the US 

 Pray for the search for a new 
Communication Manager 

 

 
 

Transfiguration Lutheran Church, 
Zelenogorsk, Russia 

 

 To support the LCMS through the work of the Ahlmans, you may send a tax-deductible 
gift to:  

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod  Mission Central 
P.O. Box 66861                                                     OR        40718 Highway E 16 
St. Louis, MO 63166-6861 Mapleton, IA  51034 

Make checks payable to The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod or LCMS. Include 
“Ahlman-Germany” in the memo line. Gifts can also be given securely online through 
the LCMS website at www.lcms.org/ahlman. 

 

Highlights from the 
Eurasia Blog 

 

 Article about Chris’ 
Russia Tour 

 Article about Sängerfest 
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Russia Tour      Sängerfest 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Military Presentation     Valparaiso University Chorale with 
        the Leipzig Baroque Orchestra 
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