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Ich liebe dich.  Te Amo.  Ti Amo.  Jeg Elsker Deg.  I love you.  No matter how 

you say it, the meaning of this universal phrase remains the same.  It is a 

verbal way of expressing love to your wife.  Men, you cannot say it enough to 

your wife.  Pastor’s newsletter article for this month talked about just that.  Is 

there such a thing as saying it too much?  No!  Say it, and say it often.  And 

when you think you’ve said it enough, then say it again.  It will not lose its 

meaning or impact the more you say it. 

Although I haven’t taken that plunge yet, I firmly believe that I have found that 

fit companion who God hand-picked for me from before the foundation of the 

world.  I guarantee you that this phrase has as much, or more, meaning today 

as it did the first time I told her on March 3, 2013. 

Love is a pre-requisite for marriage.  And that’s what we are here to learn about 

today.  As we continue to study the 10 commandments, we’ll take a look at the 

6th commandment.  This commandment teaches us about God’s gift of 

marriage. 

Grace to you and peace, from God our Father and our Lord and our Savior 

Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

The first thing we must learn is that marriage as we know it is only for this 

current, earthly life.  In our text for today, we are confronted with a question 

about the resurrection.  The Sadducees tried to trick Jesus with a hypothetical 

situation.  The Sadducees didn’t believe in the resurrection or in angels.  They 

only followed the first five books of the Bible.  And this is why they were sad, 

you see? 

The text lays out a situation with seven brothers.  The first married a wife but 

died before he could have any sons.  So the second took her as his wife, but 

died.  All seven of them died before they could produce any children.  Then the 

woman died.  So the Sadducees asked Jesus, since they all had her as a wife, 

whose wife will she be in the resurrection?   

It’s not as dumb a question as one might first think.  They were quoting from 

Deuteronomy 25, which talks about Levirate marriages.  Levir is the Latin word 

for brother-in-law.  And it said basically that – if a wife’s husband dies before 

they could have a son, his brother would take over.   

Jesus responded by saying that marriage is only for this current, earthly life.  It 

does not continue in heaven.  Why?  Because they no longer die in heaven.  

This shows us that the primary function of the marriage institution is the 
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procreation of children.  The man’s brother was to take over so that the child 

who would be produced through that would bear the first man’s name.  But 

when we get to heaven, the work of making children will be finished.  “The sons 

of this age marry and are given in marriage, but those who are considered 

worthy to attain to that age and to the resurrection from the dead neither 

marry nor are given in marriage, for they cannot die anymore, because they are 

equal to angels and are sons of God, being sons of the resurrection.  But that 

the dead are raised, even Moses showed in the passage about the bush, where 

he calls the Lord the God of Abraham and the God of Isaac and the God of 

Jacob.” [Luke 20:34-37]  

The I AM is talking about marriage.  I AM is the shortest sentence in the 

English language.  I DO is the longest.  But don’t get me wrong, folks.  ‘til 

death do us part is not a goal, but a reality.  This is the point of the vow.  And 

the punch line comes in the next verse.  “Now God is not the God of the dead, 

but of the living, for all live to him.” [Luke 20:38] And to help that continue, 

God gave the institution of marriage. 

Since God gave it to us, God’s gift of marriage must be kept pure.  It was the 

first institution that God ever created.  It is a perfect gift, because it was given 

to us before the fall into sin.  “So God created man in his own image, int the 

image of God he created him; male and female he created them. And God saw 

everything that he had made, and behold, it was very good.  And there was 

evening and there was morning, the sixth day.” [Genesis 1:27, 31] 

Because it is the first institution, we must keep it pure.  Hebrews 13 says “Let 

marriage be held in honor among all, and let the marriage bed be undefiled, for 

God will judge the sexually immoral and adulterous.” [Hebrews 13:4]  To help 

us keep it pure, God gave us the 6th commandment.  To refresh our memory, I 

now invite you to turn in your hymnals to page 321 or the insert provided in 

the bulletin. 

P What is the Sixth Commandment? 

C You shall not commit adultery. 
P What does this mean? 

C We should fear and love God so that we lead a sexually pure and decent life in what we say 

and do, and husband and wife love and honor each other. 

 

This commandment can be violated in a number of ways.  One way is divorce.  

God did not design an escape hatch into the institution of marriage.  It is 

meant to be forever.  The only exception is immorality.  Jesus own words from 

Matthew 19: “They are no longer two but one flesh.  What therefore God has 
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joined together, let no man separate.  Whoever divorces his wife, except for 

sexual immorality, and marries another, commits adultery.” [Matthew 19:6, 9] 

Another way is having sex outside of marriage.  Marriage is only between one 

man and one woman, your husband or your wife.  It does not include your 

girlfriend.  It doesn’t include your fiancée.  It even forbids sex with your live-in 

boyfriend, which if this describes your situation, statistics show you are 

doomed to fail! 

The next way the 6th commandment is broken is through sexual sins.  This 

includes a whole host of things – anything from rape to homosexuality to porn.  

Paul gives a stern warning against these things.  “Do you not know that the 

unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God?  Do not be deceived; neither 

the sexually immoral, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor men who practice 

homosexuality, nor thieves, nor the greedy, nor drunkards nor revilers, nor 

swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God.” [1 Cor. 6:9-10] 

Perhaps the most dangerous of these is porn.  Porn affects the mind.  Once you 

get those images into your head, you will never be able to get them out.  Porn 

takes that woman, created by God in his image, and makes her an object for 

your gratification.  But the deeper and deeper you get into it, the more it 

changes the heart, as well.  Eventually you will seek out these images to fill the 

void in your heart from lack of affection or loneliness.   

And that is the fourth violation of the commandment.  We are forbidden from 

impure thoughts and desires.  These are what porn produces.  But it’s not even 

porn.  In the Sermon on the Mount Jesus offers this condemning remark: “I say 

to you that everyone who looks at a woman with lustful intent has already 

committed adultery with her in his heart.” [Matthew 5:28]  The heart is where 

these things take place, and this is where death is.  “Out of the heart come evil 

thoughts, murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false witness, slander.” 

[Matthew 15:19]  

So four ways the 6th commandment is broken are through divorce, sex outside 

of marriage, sexual sins, and impure thoughts or desires.  But the 

commandment also demands some things from us.  We must avoid all 

temptations to sexual sin.  We are supposed to be pure in what we think and 

say.  Philippians 4 verse 8 “Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is 

honorable, whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if anything is 

excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things.” 

[Philippians 4:8] 
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Instead of sinning, the commandment demands that we use God’s good gift of 

sexuality in a way pleasing to him.  “Do you not know that your body is a 

temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you have from God?  You are not 

your own, you were bought with a price.  So glorify God in your body.” [1 Cor. 

6:19-20] 

Turn with me to the insert in your bulletin as we reflect on the questions 

provided. 

+ Have I used for my own pleasure my ears to hear stories that ridicule marriage 

or incite craving for the body of one who is not my spouse? 

+ Have I indulged my eyes in looking with longing for my sexual satisfaction from 

a man or woman who is not my spouse?  Have I used pornographic materials? 

+ Have I dishonored marriage by ridicule, divorce, or neglecting to encourage 

others to be faithful in the fear of God to their spouses? 

+ Have I had sexual intercourse with a man of woman who is not my spouse? 

+ Have I dishonored my spouse by neglecting to care for the body and needs of 

the other, withdrawing faithfulness from them? 

+ Have I failed to trust God to bless us in our marriage, even in times of trouble?  

And have I neglected to worship, pray, and follow the fear and love of God in 

times of sexual temptations?   

+ Have I practiced thoughts, words, and deeds, or given support to, homosexual 

activity? 

If these things describe you, repent.  The only way out is through death and 

blood.  But this is the other thing God’s gift of marriage does.  God’s gift of 

marriage foreshadows the marriage of Christ to his bride, the Church. 

We pray this in the post communion collect in Divine Service, setting 4.  “…you 

have given us a foretaste of the feast to come in the Holy Supper of Your Son’s 

body and blood.  Keep us firm in the true faith throughout our days of 

pilgrimage that, on the day of His coming, we may, together with all your 

saints, celebrate the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no 

end.” [LSB 212] 

Don’t take my word for it, take it from St. Paul.  “Therefore a man should leave 

his father and mother and hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become one 



God’s Gift of Marriage 
 

Luke 20:27-40 Page 5 
Jake Berger, 2013 

flesh.  This mystery is profound, and I am saying that it refers to Christ and 

the Church.”  [Ephesians 5:31-32] 

This is the great promise of our Savior when he hung on the cross.  He paid for 

the guilt of your sin against all of the commandments, even the 6th.  It is his 

blood which makes you white as snow, adorned as a bride adorns herself for 

her husband.  God will look at you through Christ when he welcomes you 

home to that marriage feast.  Just as he said on the cross, with outstretched 

arms:  Ich liebe dich.  Te amo.  Ti amo.  Jeg elsker deg.  I love you.  Amen. 

And now may our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God our Father, who loved us 

and gave us eternal comfort and good hope through grace, comfort your hearts 

and establish them in every good work and word.  Amen. 


