
Ich schäme mich des Evangeliums nicht: Es ist eine Kraft Gottes, die jeden 
rettet, der glaubt (Lutherbibel 1984). 
 
I am not ashamed of the Gospel: it is the power of God, rescuing everyone who 
believes (personal translation). 
 

—Rom. 1,16 
 
Shame with respect to the Gospel can take many different forms. There is, of 
course, shame that people hold with respect to what the Gospel says—that, in 
the person and work of Jesus Christ alone, God has rescued us from our sinful 
selves, our sinful ways, and our sinful circumstance. Here, among many, the 
shame lies in the truth that, outside of the person and work of Jesus, God’s 
rescue is not promised, cannot be found, and cannot truly be hoped for. This 
shame is basically an unhealthy reception of divine revelation, and countless 
manifestations of it can be found outside (and even inside!) the Church. 
 
There is, however, another sort of shame: shame that people hold with respect 
to what the Gospel is, how it is given (and thus how it comes to us), what it 
looks like. Many people are ashamed that God gives the Gospel in definite 
form: Word and Sacrament. Many people are ashamed that God gives the 
Gospel in definite ways: through those whom He has sent. “Well-intentioned” 
sinful humanity within the Church simply views all of this as fraught with 
tangible limitation, which simply won’t “cut it” in rescuing millions of people 
facing eternal separation from God. This shame also manifests itself in 
countless ways, all of which ultimately serve to denigrate the Church and its 
God-given service (and servants!) in the world. 
 
When we have our way with the Gospel, only shame results. However, when the 
Gospel (what it is, what it says, how it is given, et al.) has its way with us, only 
joy results.  
 
Even this is the power of God. Even this is worth 
trusting. Even this extends to countless people in this 
world, “when and where [the Holy Spirit] wills,”—even 
to you and even to me. 

 

 

888-THE LCMS  www.lcms.org  infocenter@lcms.org 

February 
2015 

 

To be added to or removed from 
this mailing list, send an email 
message to 
Christopher.Ahlman@lcmsintl.org 
with the word ADD or REMOVE in 
the subject line. 

Christopher.Ahlman@lcmsintl.org; Elizabeth.Ahlman@lcmsintl.org  News from the Ahlmans serving the Lord in Germany 

[I]t is taught among us that we 
cannot obtain forgiveness of sin and 
righteousness before God through 
our merit, work, or satisfactions, but 
that we receive forgiveness of sin 
and become righteous before God 
out of grace for Christ’s sake 
through faith when we believe that 
Christ has suffered for us and that 
for his sake our sin is forgiven and 
righteousness and eternal life are 
given to us. . . . 
 
To obtain such faith God instituted 
the office of preaching, giving the 
Gospel and the sacraments. 
Through these, as through means, 
he gives the Holy Spirit who 
produces faith, where and when he 
wills, in those who hear the gospel. 
It teaches that we have a gracious 
God, not through our merit but 
through Christ’s merit, when we so 
believe. 
 

—Augsburg Confession, 
Articles IV and V 

(Kolb/Wengert, 38, 40) 
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Deutschland, Russland und dann zurück 
 
At the turn of the year, my attention turned to my next trip to western Russia 
15-20 January. It was another highly successful trip, involving activity in St. 
Petersburg, Petrozavodsk and Koltushi. Particularly noteworthy was the time in 
Petrozavodsk, where I led both a Bible study and a masterclass for Church of 
Ingria cantors, as well as performed an all-Bach evangelistic recital featuring 
early Orgelbüchlein works from the Advent and Christmas seasons. 
Approximately 2/3 of those in attendance were new faces to the Church. 
 
In Leipzig, I am working on finalizing my “Lukaskirche 6-year Plan”, all while 
Lukaskirche has begun to see scaffolding arise within its walls, in order to 
finally begin repairs! We’re beginning to see the fruition of years of discussion 
and planning, with hopefully many years of transformation of body and soul 
and spirit in the months and years and decades to come! 
 
Making things extra dynamic are the recent protests and counter-protests 
concerning immigration in Germany, which have been occurring in various 
cities in Saxony, including Leipzig. Please be assured that we are completely 
safe, and that these protests occur essentially without incident. Nevertheless, 
this overall reality and its various societal issues is collectively a cause for 
consideration and prayer for those living within German borders. 
 

Elizabeth’s Ecke 
 
Chris’ travels to Russia this month happened to coincide with Matthias’ 
follow-up ultrasound for his Osteomyelitis. Therefore, I asked Linda Rinne if 
she would come and help me with the children while Chris was gone. 
Combining that with being 29 weeks pregnant, getting Thomas to and from 
school, and all the normal day-to-day seemed overwhelming this time! Linda 
and her husband, Pastor Rex Rinne, are newly deployed career missionaries 
here in Eurasia. Based out of the Czech Republic, Pastor Rinne is the Pastoral 
Care Facilitator for Central Europe. Pastor Rinne brings Word and Sacrament 
to our missionaries who cannot regularly partake, offers encouragement and 
prayer, and more. His job will entail a lot of travel! Linda comes alongside of 
him in this by helping to care for the needs of missionaries as needs arise, 
encouraging, praying and being a person with whom a missionary can speak. A 
lot of their job is just to “be there.” 
 
Well, they were certainly there for us during Chris’ travels! Linda joined me on 
Thursday, the day Chris left. She was able to be with me at the hospital for the 
day on Friday when Matthias had his MRI, and she watched Matthias in the 
mornings and afternoons while I did the school run with Thomas. This saved 
me immeasurable amounts of time and physical exertion, which at 29 weeks of 
pregnancy, is a huge blessing. She also played with Matthias a lot, read to 
Thomas, and helped with many a household chore. Pastor Rinne joined us on 
Sunday evening and was also a huge help. They left on the following Thursday, 
after also being able to meet and spend time with Chris on Wednesday after 
he returned from Russia. As missionaries, we are far far away from the friends 
and family who would normally step in during times like hospitalizations, etc. 
and this is just one reason why the Rinnes’ new positions are such a wonderful 
addition to the Eurasia Team. Click here to learn more about the Rinnes. 
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May God in Christ through the Spirit bless you now and forever.  

 

 

 

As mentioned above, Matthias underwent anesthesia for a second MRI on 
Friday, January 16. He took the whole thing like a champ, right down to the 
two tries it took to get an IV line into his arm. He does still have some fluid in 
his right leg bone, but nothing too terribly concerning. Due to the trouble 
getting the line in in the morning, they had forgotten to take blood. Luckily, 
they were able to get it from the same line, but were not able to get the results 
to us before we left. They are taking a more in-depth look at the MRI and 
blood tests together, and then we will speak with the head doctor about 
further treatment. Matthias continues to take the antibiotic. On Friday, 
January 30th, we’ll find out if that must continue, or if he can be finished. It 
does not look at all like another surgery would be necessary, praise be to God! 
In addition to all of his hospital treatments, Matthias turned two on the 24th! 
We had a quiet party at home with our South African friends, the Benekes, 
and their daughter Sophie (11 months old) whom both our boys adore. It was 
a perfect little celebration, and he is our sweet little two year old man now with 
the age appropriate obsession with Thomas the Train. 
 
Thomas continues to flourish at forum thomanum. His favorite subject is 
choir and voice lessons. His least favorite is “Unterricht” (lessons – meaning 
math and German). This makes us smile and laugh, but we still keep plugging 
away at all of those school subjects. His singing around the house is higher and 
higher all the time, and he has memorized many beautiful German hymns 
through his school. He’s a fantastic big brother, and he is so excited about 
Baby #3. 
 
Chris has been busy trying to get the apartment as organized as much as 
possible before Baby comes so that we can make things a bit simpler once 
he/she is here. One of his additions is a shelf to be our family altar, with 4 
crosses that correspond to different seasons of the church year. It’s an addition 
we are all excited about, and it’s right next to the piano for when we sing our 
devotions. 
 
I am now 30 weeks along, and everything is looking very good. I am measuring 
right on, which means the gestational is so far not making the baby too big. It’s 
currently controlled with diet, which is hard, but worth every bite I’m not 
allowed to eat. 

Highlights from the 
Eurasia Blog 

 

 Eurasia Blog Wednesday 
Devotion: “Jesus, I Will 
Ponder Now” (March 12) 

 Eurasia Blog Wednesday 
Devotion: My Song is Love 
Unknown (March 19) 

 

To support our work financially, you may send a tax-deductible gift to:  

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod or Mission Central 
P.O. Box 790089 40718 Highway E 16 
St. Louis, MO 63179-0089 Mapleton, IA  51034 

Make checks payable to The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. Mark checks 
“Ahlman-Germany.” Gifts can also be given securely online through the LCMS 
website, on my online giving page at www.lcms.org/ahlman. 

 

Let Us Pray . . . 

 In thanksgiving for inclusion 
into the baptismal life 

 For an increase of lawful 
government, and thus for 
peace and stability in the 
world 

 In thanksgiving for yet 
another successful Russian 
trip 

 In thanksgiving for recent 
encouraging developments at 
Lukaskirche 

 In thanksgiving for Matthias’ 
continued health and well-
being 

 For continued health and 
care for our new baby 

 
 

 

 
 

Ahlman Family Altar 
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