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“What’s in a name?  That which we call a rose by any other name would smell as sweet.”  

This line, from Romeo and Juliet is one of Shakespeare’s most famous quotes.  But it begs an 

interesting question for us, in light of our study of the second commandment this morning.    

Names carry with them, sometimes, important meanings.  Take for example the names of 

Isaiah’s sons.  The first, Shear-jashub, [Isaiah 7:3] prophesies the gospel of a remnant who will 

return – the preservation of the church through God’s grace.  His second son, Maher-shalal-hash-

baz, [Isaiah 8:3] predicts the overthrow of the enemy.   

So I ask you; what’s in a name, that “at the name of Jesus, every knee shall bow, and every 

tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord…” [Philippians 2:10]  What’s in a name, that there is “no 

other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved”? [Acts 4:12] 

Grace, mercy, and peace to you from God our Father and from our Lord and our Savior 

Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

Children of God, today we study the second commandment.  “You shall not misuse the 

name of the Lord your God.”  Before we consider what this means for us, let’s first take a look at 

where that name comes from.  We get it first in Exodus chapter three, where God commissions 

Moses to free the Israelites from Egyptian captivity.  Moses asked God about what credentials to 

give to the Israelites and to Pharaoh when he attempts such an enormous feat.  “If I come to the 

people of Israel and say to them, The God of your fathers has sent me to you, and they ask me, 

What is his name, what shall I say to them?  God said to Moses I AM WHO I AM.  And he said 

Say this to the people of Israel, I AM has sent me to you.” [Exodus 3:13-14] 

I AM.  This is the name by which God will be known.  It is the calling card which Jesus 

uses of himself 14 times in the Gospel of John.  This is the first place in the Bible where we get the 

personal name of God, the name of YHWH.  What God did for Moses there at the burning bush 

was to create a deep relationship between the Creator and his creation.  We can now, like Moses, 

call upon the name of the Lord. 

We notice from the rest of this morning’s text that I AM will be God’s name forever.  It is 

how we are to call on him.  “God also said to Moses, Say this to the people of Israel, ‘The LORD, 

the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent 

me to you.’  This is my name forever, and thus I am to be remembered throughout all 

generations.” [Exodus 3:15]  Because this is God’s personal name, we are not to take it in vain.  

Exodus 20 warns us that “the LORD will not hold him guiltless who takes his name in vain.” 

[Exodus 20:7]  Taking the name of the Lord in vain makes us his enemy, as the psalmist says 

“They speak against you with malicious intent; your enemies take your name in vain.” [Psalm 

139:20]  

To remind yourselves of this commandment, there are hymnals in front of you.  Open 

them up and turn to page 321.  What is the second commandment?  You shall not misuse the 
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name of the Lord your God.  What does this mean?  We should fear and love God so that we do 

not curse, swear, use satanic arts, lie, or deceive by his name, but call upon it in every trouble, pray, 

praise, and give thanks.   

This explanation from Luther’s small catechism lays out the wrong use of God’s name.  

We shall not curse or swear.  We do this a lot in fits of anger “I swear to God if you do that one 

more time…”  Or how about trying to cover up something you did wrong?  “I swear I didn’t do it!”  

When you say things like this, you call on God to be your witness of what you are saying.  This, 

then, turns what could have been one sin, into a whole multitude of sins.  This makes you a liar 

and a blasphemer.  But swearing also includes those little four-letter words that we toss around so 

freely.  Grandma is not the only one who is offended when you cuss like a sailor! 

The reformer also says this commandment forbids us from using satanic arts.  Probably the 

most common way I’ve seen people break this is by trying to predict your personality based on 

your astrological sign.  Bigger towns even have a whole section for them in the newspaper.  They 

are called your daily horoscope.  What is going to happen to you based on when your birthday is?  

Do not put your trust in the sign of the stars.  Instead, put your hope in the one sign we can rely on 

– the tomb has been opened; the grave is empty; Jesus rose from the dead! 

The second commandment forbids lying or deceiving by God’s name.  This can take on 

multiple forms.  Our other two readings today warn us about false teachers.  Ezekiel says they 

muddy the pure Word of God with their nonsense.  [Ezekiel 34:17-19] Paul warns Timothy 

against false preacher who neither “understand what they are saying, [n]or the things about which 

they make confident assertions.” [1 Timothy 1:6] 

But this also includes people who appear to be Christian on Sunday morning but act 

anything but that the rest of the week.  Perhaps you are one of these people, just going through the 

motions as we sing the liturgy together.  Isaiah says of you “this people draw near with their mouth 

and honor me with their lips, while their hearts are far from me.” [Isaiah 29:13] 

One thing I should point out here is that not all oaths are forbidden by God.  For example, 

we will hear one such oath this weekend in the form of wedding vows.  We are to keep these pure 

and follow them.  Numbers chapter 30 says “if a man vows a vow to the Lord, or swears an oath to 

bind himself by a pledge, he shall not break his word.  He shall do according to all that proceeds 

out of his mouth.” [Numbers 30:2] 

Wedding vows are a form of the other thing we learn from the second commandment.  It 

teaches us the right use of the name of God.  We obey the second commandment when we pray, 

just as God commands us to do in Psalm 50 verse 15 “Call upon me in the day of trouble and I 

will deliver you.” [Psalm 50:15]  When God delivers us, we should thank him.  We are to pray, 

praise, and give thanks.  We have given you a tool to see if you are doing this.  Look at the back of 

your bulletin.  The last two points are especially helpful in reminding us of this task.  Is my heart 
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and life in the praise of God in worship?  Or am I mouthing things while my heart is far away?  Is 

my life, which is marked with the name of God in Baptism, characterized by thanksgiving and 

prayer? 

When you go home this week and reflect on the Ten commandments, use these tips to 

help you reflect on your life.  But remember that when you realize how miserably you have failed 

at keeping this commandment, remember that you are forgiven, because God’s name is marked 

on you.  Remember what God told Moses to tell the people of Israel, what I am telling you now?  

“This is my name forever, and thus I am to be remembered throughout all generations.”  [Exodus 

3:15]  All generations have been given this name in Holy Baptism.  All generations keep this name 

on them at worship, when they hear the Aaronic benediction.  This is what we hear every Sunday 

at the end of worship.  God tells Aaron of this benediction “so shall they put my name upon the 

people of Israel, and I will bless them.” [Numbers 6:27] 

So, dear friends, in light of this commandment:  what’s in a name?  In a word, salvation.  

“She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 

[Matthew 1:21]  In the name of Jesus, Amen.  And now may that peace of God which surpasses all 

understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus, Amen! 


