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Leadership.  The process of influencing others to accomplish a common mission, 

providing purpose, direction, and motivation.  Leadership.  As a Boy Scout it is something 

we talked about a lot, though the Boy Scout Handbook never saw it fit to actually define 

what leadership is.  Leadership.  Jesus is good at it in that he provides purpose, direction, 

and motivation.  Last week we heard him give us our mission.  “Blessed are those 

servants whom the master finds awake when he comes.  Truly, I say to you, he will 

dress himself for service and have them recline at table, and he will come and serve 

them.” [Luke 12:37]  In today’s Gospel lesson, Jesus tells us about his mission.  But what 

exactly does he say about it? 

 Grace, Mercy, and Peace to you from God our Father, and from our Lord and Savior 

Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

 It’s not a pretty picture that our Lord paints for us in Luke 12:49-56.  No, in fact it is 

rather depressing at first glance.  But I propose that in the end, it is a comforting picture 

for the believer, those who trust in Christ’s name alone for salvation.  We will see that in 

this text, what seems to be all law, conceals the Gospel within itself.  Either way, Christ’s 

mission is self-evident, and CHRIST’S SELF-EVIDENT MISSION IS BROUGHT OUT 

PIECEWISE. [Here I will spell P I E C E]  What I mean by that is that the truth of the Gospel 

can be so abrasive to unbelieving society that it drives people apart.  To explain, Jesus tells 

us four things, or pieces, about his mission that he wants us to know.   

The first thing is that it is Christ’s mission to bring fire to the earth.  This is the 

eschatological fire, or the start of the end times.  It is the fire of hell itself, which you 

deserve to burn in because of your sin.  It is the fire of the judgment of God for the sins of 

the whole world.  This fire is what John the Baptist prophesied about earlier in Luke’s 

gospel.  “John answered them all saying, ‘I baptize you with water, but he who is 

mightier than I is coming, the strap of whose sandals I am unworthy to untie.  He 

will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire.  His winnowing fork is in his 

hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his barn, but the 

chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” [Luke 3:16-17]  Christ’s mission is to bring 

God’s judgment to bear. 

Elsewhere is scripture, the word fire describes our words.  James says this of fire:  

“So also the tongue is a small member, yet it boasts of great things.  How great a 

forest is set ablaze by such a small fire!  And the tongue is a fire, a world of 

unrighteousness.  The tongue is set among our members, staining the whole body, 

setting on fire the entire course of life, and set on fire by hell.” [James 3:5-6]  You 

don’t have to cuss like a sailor to be guilty of the 2nd commandment.  All that gossip you 

spread around – this is referring to that, too.  So, the first description of Christ’s mission is 

that it brings fire. 
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The second thing Christ tells us about his mission is that it does not bring peace, at 

least not the kind of peace that the Pharisees were expecting.  “Do you think that I have 

come to give peace on earth?  No, I tell you, but rather division.” [Luke 12:51]  Some 

people of our Lord’s day thought that when the savior came he would bring world peace, 

riches, benefit to Jerusalem.  But this couldn’t be farther from the truth.  Jesus tells Pilate 

the same thing.  “Are you the King of the Jews?  Jesus answered Do you say this of 

your own accord, or did others say it to you about me?  Pilate answered Am I a Jew?  

Your own nation and the chief priests have delivered you over to me.  What have you 

done?  Jesus answered, My kingdom is not of this world.  If my kingdom were of this 

world, my servants would have been fighting, that I might not be delivered over to 

the Jews.  But my kingdom is not from the world.” [John 18:33-36]  So much for the 

so-called prosperity gospel of Joel Osteen, Joyce Meyer, and so many like them.  So, 

Christ’s mission brings fire and it does not bring peace. 

The third thing that Jesus tells us about his mission is that it will cause division.  He 

describes a family of 5 who will be driven apart because of the gospel, some believing it and 

others not.  It shouldn’t come to us as a surprise; Micah prophesied about it sometime 

around 750 years before Christ. [Micah 7:6]  Simeon told it to Mary “Behold, this child is 

appointed for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is opposed 

(and a sword will pierce through your own soul also), so that thoughts from many 

hearts may be revealed.” [Luke 2:34-35] 

The truth of the Gospel offends people.  Charles Kimball, in his book “When religion 

becomes evil” says the first warning sign that a religion will prompt violence – absolute 

truth claims!  It drives families apart.  I’ve seen it with my own eyes.  But it also will cause 

strife in the community.  We see this happening today when communities just like ours are 

being sued for displaying the 10 commandments – the foundation for the law we follow; 

when it is seriously debated to remove “under God” from our pledge; when it becomes 

offensive to people that “In God we trust” appears on our money.  It should read more like 

“in government we trust” or “in the court of public opinion we trust”.  And of course trust is 

a matter of the heart.  Truth be told, there are times I would not want my heart to be 

revealed, as Simeon said it would.  The first description of Christ’s mission was it brings 

fire, second – that it does not bring piece, and third – that it does cause division. 

The fourth thing Jesus tells us about his mission in our text is that signs which 

prove to demonstrate that he is the messiah are self-evident.  The Pharisees didn’t believe 

in Jesus as a whole.  They weren’t convinced.  Thomas himself doubted it, saying he would 

believe it when he sees it. [John 20:24-29]  John the Baptist also questioned it.  Matthew 

writes “Now when John heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ, he sent word 

by his disciples and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look 

for another?”  And Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: 
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the blind receive their sight and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed and the deaf 

hear, and the dead are raised up, and the poor have good news preached to them.  

And blessed is the one who is not offended by me.” [Matthew 11:2-6] 

Christ’s mission can be described as 1: bringing fire to earth, 2: not bringing peace, 

3: causing division, and 4: being self-evident. 

The works Christ does demonstrate who he is.  We have peace who believe that Jesus 

is the Christ.  For us, CHRIST’S SELF-EVIDENT MISSION IS BROUGHT OUT PEACEWISE. 

[Spell out P E A C E]  In other words, it brings us peace.  “For Jews demand signs and 

Greeks seek wisdom, but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and 

folly to Gentiles, but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the 

power of God and the wisdom of God.” [1 Corinthians 1:22-24]  These signs which the 

crowds could not rightly interpret culminated in the greatest miracle of all – Jesus got up!  

The tomb is empty.  And we read about it in the Word which he has given to us.  

We hear about it every time we come together in this sanctuary.  This hearing of the 

Word of God builds us up into a house which will not divide.  “As you come to him, a 

living stone rejected by men but in the sight of God chosen and precious, you 

yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy 

priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.  For 

it stands in Scripture “Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen 

and precious, and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.”  So the honor 

is for you who believe, but for those who do not believe, “The stone that the builders 

rejected has become the cornerstone” and “A stone of stumbling and a rock of 

offense” They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do.” 

[1 Peter 2:4-8]  This spiritual house stays together.  “But God has so composed the body, 

giving greater honor to the part that lacked it, that there may be no division in the 

body, but that the members may have the same care for one another.  If one member 

suffers, all suffer together; if one member is honored, all rejoice together.” [1 

Corinthians 12:24-26]  Even if our earthly families reject us because of our faith, we have a 

new family in Christ, as he tells Peter in the Gospel of Mark. [Mark 10:29-30] 

This undivided family is possible because we have peace.  Christ gives us peace.  But 

it isn’t the peace which the world promises or expects.  It is peace based on a wholeness 

which only comes from Christ’s mercy.  Jesus promised his disciples “Peace I leave with 

you; my peace I give to you.  Not as the world gives do I give to you.” [John 14:27] 

And “I have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace.  In the world 

you will have tribulation.  But take heart; I have overcome the world.” [John 16:33] 

He did in fact overcome the world.  Not only that, but he conquered death itself and 

by doing so, quenched the fires of hell.  Here is where the Gospel is hidden in the Law.  The 
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baptism which Christ had to undergo was only able to be brought about by Jesus.  He 

asked his disciples “are you able to drink the cup that I drink, or to be baptized with 

the baptism with which I am baptized?” [Mark 10:38]  You see, this is the point of 

Christ’s mission – to die on the cross for your sins and rise on the third day.  It’s what Luke 

meant when he said Jesus set his face towards Jerusalem. [Luke 9:51]  Jesus said of his 

cross “how great is my distress until it us accomplished.”  This distress describes “a 

constraint which seems to exclude any escape or alternative, whether the referent 

be to a theoretical problem or to a desperate situation…” [TDNT 7:878]  There was no 

way anyone was going to prevent Jesus from going to the cross.  This was his mission.  It 

was not going to return void. [Isaiah 55:11] 

Christ’s mission causes division between believers and non-believers.  At times it 

sounds scary.  But when we realize what he means, we are happy that the world’s 

definition of peace isn’t what God had in mind.  For the believer, the truth is offensive, 

dashing the heart into pieces (Christ’s mission brought out piece wise).  But for the 

believer, CHRIST’S SELF EVIDENT MISSION IS BROUGHT OUT…PEACE WISE.” 

And now may that peace of God who did in fact accomplish his mission on the Cross 

keep our hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen. 


