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 Picture in your mind’s eye this scenario:  a guy calls his friend on the telephone.  “Hello?  Hey Mike, 

it’s Jake.  How are you?  Well I’m pretty good Jake, how are you?  I’m doing alright.”  That’s a typical 

beginning to a phone conversation right?  Now picture this scenario.  Hello?  Hey Tom, how are you?  DO YOU 

CARE?  This was how radio personality Tom Leykis responded whenever someone would call into his show 

and ask him how he was doing.  Do you care?  This is the same question that Martha asks of our Lord in 

today’s Gospel lesson.  Lord, don’t you care?  But how often do we ask this question ourselves, especially 

when things seem to be going wrong.  Lord, don’t you care? 

 Grace, mercy, and peace to you from God our Father, and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

 Dear friends in Christ, today’s Gospel lesson serves as sort of a hinge of a double sided coin between 

last week’s Gospel lesson and next week’s.  Last week we learned about the Good Samaritan, who helped the 

man in need because he was able to.  He healed him.  And just like last week, we understand that this Good 

Samaritan represents Christ himself.  Does God care?  GOD CARES FOR OUR PHYSICAL NEEDS. 

 Today’s lesson brings us a confrontation between Martha and our Lord.  He and his disciples were on 

their way towards Jerusalem when they stopped at the house of Mary and Martha.  Martha was busy making 

preparations for a meal.  She was trying her best to be hospitable to our Lord and his disciples.  You guys 

know what that’s like.  Being hospitable was a big deal in first century Palestine.  Think of it like Nebraska 

hospitality at its finest.  It’s a lot of work.  You guys have been very hospitable to me and my family, and for 

that I am very thankful.  Because of this, you can connect on a deep level with Martha when she got bent 

about her sister not helping her out.  Martha was doing all of the work and Mary was just hanging out with 

Jesus.  And that’s when she confronts him about it.  “Lord, don’t you care that my sister has left me to serve 

alone?  Tell her then to help me.” 

 But our Lord’s reaction is probably the furthest thing from what Martha, or we, were expecting.  Her 

focus was on the wrong thing and Jesus knew it.  Jesus face palms and says, “Martha, Martha.  You are 

anxious and troubled about many things, but one thing is needed.  Mary has chosen the good portion, and it 

will not be taken away from her.” 
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 These are two different words in the Greek.  “Anxious” has more to do with your state of mind, 

whereas “troubled” deals with your outward appearance.  Martha was so intent on the task of serving our 

Lord, and doing it alone, that it became plastered on her face.  But why this reaction from our Lord?   

 There was nothing wrong per se with Martha wanting to be a good hostess.  But she had the order 

wrong.  Jesus wanted to serve her first.  “The son of man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give 

his life as a ransom for many.”  [Matthew 20:28]  Earlier in Luke’s Gospel we heard about a scenario where 

the right order did take place.  Peter’s mother-in-law (that’d be the pope’s wife’s mom) was sick with a 

debilitating fever, and Jesus went to heal her.  Luke 4 records it this way:  “And he arose and left the 

synagogue and entered Simon’s house.  Now Simon’s mother-in-law was ill with a high fever, and they 

appealed to him on her behalf.  And he stood over her and rebuked the fever, and it left her, and immediately 

she rose and began to serve them.”  [Luke 4:38-39]  Our Lord served her, and then she got up to serve them.  

Does God care?  GOD CARES FOR OUR PHYSICAL NEEDS.  

 But that’s not the end of the story.  Next week we get Luke’s account of the Lord’s Prayer.  We still 

pray this today; 7 different petitions which our Lord taught his disciples to pray concerning both physical 

concerns as well as spiritual concerns.  And this is why our Lord said that Mary chose the better portion.  She 

understood it.  GOD CARES FOR OUR SPIRITUAL NEEDS. 

 Here was a woman who understood who had come into her home to visit her, and she was going to 

cease every opportunity she had to listen to what he had to say.  Luke writes Mary “sat at the Lord’s feet and 

listened to his teaching.”  The tense in the Greek carries with it an idea of continued action.  She heard him 

on a previous occasion and was in the habit of listening to him.  I can imagine it in my mind’s eye – Mary was 

sitting there with the disciples listening to what Jesus had to say with such awe and intense focus like a 

teenage girl who gets star struck if she meets the latest heart throb, whoever that might be.  She “listened to 

his teaching.”  It’s just what is commanded in the third commandment.  “Remember the Sabbath day by 

keeping it holy.  What does this mean?  We should fear and love God so that we do not despise preaching and 

His word, but hold it sacred and gladly hear and learn it.”  [Small Catechism] 
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 Christ told the devil a similar thing in the wilderness when he was tempting him.  Jesus fasted and 

the devil told Jesus to turn the stones into bread.   But Christ fired back, quoting Deuteronomy 8:3 “man 

does not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God.”  When Mary modeled 

this, Christ wasn’t about to let her sister rebuke her for it.  GOD CARES FOR OUR SPIRITUAL NEEDS. 

 So there’s a dichotomy here; two sisters with very different focuses and intentions.  Both sisters had 

important goals in and of themselves.  But the order we see here, and time and time again in scripture, is that 

we have to have the spiritual side of things in order before we can attend to the physical things.  Serving our 

neighbor is a good and noble thing, but it is only a reaction and tendency we have because we are saved. 

 So, child of God, which sister do you relate to more?  Are you like Mary, clinging to every word that 

proceeds from the mouth of God, or are you like Martha, questioning whether or not God even cares about 

what is going on in your life?  Often times I even find myself questioning God.  Don’t you care?  Don’t you care 

that I had an operation and it seems to take forever for me to recover and heal?  Don’t you care that my son 

or daughter is struggling with horrible sin and won’t listen to anything I try to tell them?  Don’t you care that I 

myself battle temptation and addiction all the time and I just can’t seem to kick it?  Don’t you care? 

 This isn’t the first time that our Lord’s intentions and attentiveness were questioned.  Gideon asked 

the same thing in Judges Chapter 6:  “And the angel of the Lord appeared to him and said to him, The Lord is 

with you, O mighty man of valor.  And Gideon said to him, Please, sir, if the Lord is with us, why then has all 

this happened to us?  And where are all his wonderful deeds that our father’s recounted to us, saying, Did not 

the Lord bring us up from Egypt?  But now the Lord has forsaken us and given us into the hand of Midian.”  

[vv. 12-13] 

 God answered Gideon’s, and Martha’s, and your question.  Does God care?  He does.  GOD CARES BY 

DYING ON THE CROSS.  This purpose is the point for which he came to Martha and Mary’s house to begin 

with.  He was headed towards Jerusalem, to head to the cross.  It was there on Calvary’s cross that Jesus 

died for the guilt of all of your sin.  It was there where he rose again on the third day.  Because of Christ’s 

death and resurrection you now have the right to call God your Father.  “With these words, God tenderly 

invites us to believe that he is our true Father and that we are his true children, so that with all boldness and 
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confidence we may ask him as dear children ask their dear father.”  [Small Catechism]  It is because of the 

salvation Christ won for you that you have the ability to be like the Good Samaritan.  Good works only 

proceed from the converted heart. 

 But how do we grab onto that live giving forgiveness won on the cross?  We hear about it in the word 

of God.  This is what Mary was doing.  She “continued to listen his teaching.”  She knew that GOD CARES BY 

GIVING US HIS ETERNAL WORD. 

Peter writes this about the word of God:  “Having purified your souls by your obedience to the truth for 

a sincere brotherly love, love one another earnestly from a pure heart, since you have been born again, not of 

perishable seed but of imperishable, through the living and abiding word of God; for all flesh is like grass and 

all its glory like the flower of grass.  The grass withers, and the flower falls, but the word of the Lord remains 

forever.  And this word is the good news that was preached to you.” [1 Peter 1:22-25] 

 Faith comes by hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ.  [Romans 10:17] You latch on to this 

power of forgiveness every time you step into this sanctuary.  This word, which you hear with your ears, is 

combined with ordinary water and becomes the saving waters of Holy Baptism.  This word is spoken to you 

each time you hear the promise from our Lord’s Table, “Take and eat; this is my body which is given for you.  

Take and drink; this is my blood, shed for you.”  This body and blood of Christ strengthens your body and 

soul for life everlasting.   

 This word of God gives us hope and comfort when we find ourselves asking this question of God – Do 

you care?  He does, and we rejoice because of it.  “Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say rejoice.  Let your 

reasonableness be known to everyone.  The Lord is at hand; do not be anxious about anything, but in 

everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.  And the 

peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.”  

[Philippians 4:4-7] 

 Do you wonder if God cares?  Ask him about it.  And in the meantime, remember this promise which 

he gave to us through the prophet Isaiah:  “Fear not, oh congregation at Zion Lutheran Church, Imperial, 
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Nebraska, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are mine.”  [Isaiah 43:1]  I CARE.  In the 

name of Jesus, Amen. 

 And now may that peace of God which surpasses all understanding keep your hearts and minds in 

Christ Jesus.  Amen.   


