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Faith, Hope, and Love abide these three: but the greatest of these is Love. 1 Corinthians 13:13 

Paul tells us in 1st Corinthians “Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not 

arrogant or rude.” (1 Corinthians 13:1). This means that love is the greatest thing that we have 

and that we can share. This is shown when Jesus perfected love for us when He died for the sins 

of the whole world. That is why Jesus says, “Greater love has no one than this, that someone 

lay down his life for his friends.” (John 15:13) Jesus is that gift of love for us described in John 

3:16, “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son, that whoever believes in Him 

should not perish but have eternal life.” (John 3:16) We also know that love is the greatest gift 

because of Paul’s word to the 1st Corinthians “If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, 

but have not love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal.” (1 Corinthians 13:3). 

The Small Catechism teaches us the love of God in places like Baptism, The Lord’s Supper and 

Holy Absolution. In Baptism, God’s love has been applied to us when He washed away our sin 

and made us His children. We are members of the Church and His eternal kingdom. Then in the 

Lord’s Supper He feeds us the Body and Blood of His Own Son, Jesus Christ. This gives us eternal 

salvation, and it strengthens our faith in Jesus. We also receive this promise in Absolution 

where Christ declares that our sins are taken away from us. These things show us the greatest 

love of all; that God loves sinners.  

What this means me to is that I know that I will be saved even though I have sinned. I know this 

because Jesus died for me. By doing this He has called me His true love. He has laid His life 

down for me by becoming man, suffering under Pontius Pilate, dying and being buried. 

Therefore, He is my greatest friend and love. So, I will love my neighbor like He loved me. I will 

also be sure to go to church to strengthen my faith and to remember my baptism and to receive 

the Lord’s Supper. He also rose from the dead and ascended into heaven, so I too will go to 

heaven to live with Him in “everlasting righteous, innocence and blessedness.” I also know on 

the last day He will “raise me and all people, and give eternal salvation to me and all believers” 

in Him.  


