
Vor einem grauen Haupt sollst du aufstehen und die Alten ehren und sollst dich fürchten 
vor deinem Gott; ich bin der HERR. (Lutherbibel 1984) 
 
Before a gray head you shall arise, and you shall honor the elders, and shall fear 
your God; I am YHWH. (personal translation) 
 

—Lev. 19.32 
 
Although I have no reason to think that the elders of Israel—on the basis of 
human propriety—didn’t of their own elicit social respect and cultural etiquette 
among their children and children’s children, the acts and gestures of honoring 
the elders of Israel had nothing to do with any inherent quality in them that 
elicited such respect and etiquette; rather, it had everything to do with the 
redemptive promises of YHWH, which were made specifically to them and for 
them (with their children and their children’s children to benefit as well), 
before such redemptive acts even came to pass: 
 
“Go and gather the elders of Israel together and say to them, ‘[YHWH], . . . has 
appeared to me, saying, “I have observed you and what has been done to you in 
Egypt, and I promise that I will bring you up out of the affliction of Egypt to a 
land . . . flowing with milk and honey.” 
 
As with everything in life with Christ, any benefit from God is founded upon 
the basis of the promises of God in Christ, centered in God’s work in Christ on 
our behalf, and made to the people of God in Christ. It is not based upon any 
“seasoned experience,” any status of “earning one’s stripes”, as valid as such may 
be on a purely human level. As the adage goes: “God is no respecter of 
persons.” 
 
He is, however, a respecter of promises—His promises, that is—on the basis of 
which the truest resurrection and deepest honor before elders stems, the 
ultimate fear of God comes, and our redemption from that which has afflicted 
us has indeed drawn nigh. 
 
You may be as carefully trained as you will in secular philosophy; 
you may have lived a life of righteousness. All this will contribute 
to your mental satisfaction, but it will not help you to know God. 
 
—Hilary of Poitiers, On the Trinity, 5.21-22 
 

taken from Scott R. Murray, ed., A Year with the Church Fathers: Meditations for 
Each Day of the Church Year (St. Louis: Concordia, 2011), 105. 
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[YHWH] said to Aaron, “Go into the 
wilderness to meet Moses.” So he went 
and met him at the mountain of God 
and kissed him. And Moses told Aaron 
all the words of [YHWH] with which he 
had sent him to speak, and all the signs 
that he had commanded him to do. 
Then Moses and Aaron went and 
gathered together all the elders of the 
people of Israel. Aaron spoke all the 
words that [YHWH] had spoken to 
Moses and did the signs in the sight of 
the people. And the people believed; and 
when they heard that [YHWH] has 
visited the people of Israel and that he 
had seen their affliction, they bowed 
their heads and worshiped. 
 

––Ex. 4.27-31 ESV 
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“Throughout all their lifetime 
 My people will prove 

My sov’reign, eternal, 
unchangeable love; 

And then, when gray hairs 
 will their temples adorn, 

Like lambs they will still in My 
bosom be born.” 
 

—“How Firm a Foundation,” stz. 5 
Lutheran Service Book #728 
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Zukünftige russische Interpreter, Teil 1 & 2 
 
Since the issuance of February’s newsletters, I’ve traveled to St. Petersburg 
three times, each time for approximately one week. Needless to say, upon 
returning after the third trip, I needed some time to recover, which I’ve been 
able to do, for the most part. 
 
Most of my time in St. Petersburg has involved the teaching of a course on 
Hermeneutics (biblical interpretation) & the History of Exegesis. Instilling the 
pastoral aptitude to properly interpret the Sacred Scriptures is never an easy or 
straightforward task, particularly so in an intensive course format. 
Nevertheless, the course content was successfully delivered and received, 
ascertained by private final oral examinations. Exegetical papers (papers that 
“pull out” the meaning of a particular Scriptural text) are due back to me by 
mid-March, after the grading of which the course will be brought to another 
successful conclusion. 
 
Now, in the meantime, I’m preparing for the second Preaching course among 
the second-year students, which will then conclude the academic year in early 
April. 
 

Elizabeth’s Ecke 
 
Here in Germany, we have been joined by some wonderful colleagues: Rev. 
Joseph and Deaconess Dr. Jennie Asher. I had the pleasure of writing a Eurasia 
Blog post concerning Rev. Asher’s installation in Kaiserslautern, Germany and 
the new roles both he and Deaconess Jennie will take on in the region. To 
learn more, please visit our Eurasia page and read about the exciting new work 
they will be doing. 
 
Other than working on that piece, I have been working toward creating feast 
and festival posts for each feast or festival day in the Church year. This takes a 
bit of work, but once all are saved in a Word document, along with 
corresponding images, we can use them every year on our Facebook page to 
follow the rhythm of the Church year and remember those who have given us 
an example of what God in Christ does in and through His people. 

Let Us Pray . . . 

 In thanksgiving for the 
person and work of Christ 

 For God’s continued 
provenance for lawful 
governments throughout the 
world 

 For a greater reverence and 
respect for religious liberty 
and living in accordance with 
conscience 

 For penitential hearts, minds, 
wills, and actions 

 For continued blessing upon 
our work in Russia 
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To support the LCMS through the work of the Ahlmans, you may send a tax-
deductible gift to:  

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod  Mission Central 
P.O. Box 66861                                                     OR        40718 Highway E 16 
St. Louis, MO 63166-6861 Mapleton, IA  51034 

Make checks payable to The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod or LCMS. Include 
“Ahlman-Germany” in the memo line. Gifts can also be given securely online through 
the LCMS website at www.lcms.org/ahlman. 

 

May God in Christ through the Spirit bless you now and forever.  

 

 

 


