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Pastor’s Page 

Just Another Round of Christmas? 

“There is nothing new under the sun” (King Solomon in Ecclesiastes 1:9) 
“If anyone is in Christ, they are a new creation.” (The Apostle Paul in 2 Corinthians 5:17) 

 
Revised from a previous essay 

 

As I write this article, another (new) year will arrive 

in just a few days. The Church year begins not on 

January 1, but on the first Sunday in Advent. Our 

calendar is the product of centuries of development 

which began shortly after the time of the Apostles, 

and is believed to have been inspired by the ancient 

Jewish calendar. The Church calendar is cyclical in 

the singular sense that we review the same themes 

of Christ’s redemptive work for the world every 

year. Many of our festivals are grounded in the 

Jewish festivals (Passover and Pentecost) which 

were celebrated year-after-year. Christmas is an 

exception to that pattern for the reason that the 

incarnation of God the Son wasn’t directly 

anticipated by any Jewish festival. This reality 

highlights the central point of my message. God, 

speaking through the prophet Jeremiah, declared, 

“Behold I am doing a new thing” (43:19). 

Indeed, the coming of the Son of God into 

the world in a stable at Bethlehem expresses 

a staggering aspect of the love of God for 

the world in Jesus Christ, in that the Triune Creator 

of the world loved the world so much that, in Christ, 

He entered it for our salvation (John 1:1-3, 14; 3:16, 

and Philippians 2:5f).  

I made a theological determination many years ago 

that I will center my reflection, preaching, and 

teaching not on the latest fads, but instead, on the 

central claims of the Bible concerning the Triune 

God’s providential power and love. My inspiration 

for this resolution comes from Dorothy Sayers’ 

essay, “The Greatest Drama Ever Staged is the 

Orthodox Creed of the Christian Church.” It is 

indeed in the summary statements of the Apostle’s 

and Nicene Creeds that we discover the most 

exciting truths in all the world.  It is certainly true 

that, in the Gospel, there is truly something new 

under the Son of God! 

The newness we find in Christ is not limited to the 

lengths God has taken for the salvation of a sinful 

world. It is also manifested in the extensive gifts 

that are ours because of Christ. In my daily prayers 

I endeavor to remember the follow list of these: 1) 

the forgiveness of sins, 2) righteousness, 

reconciliation with God, 3) sonship (In Christ we 

are respectively sons or daughters of God), 4) 

eternal life, 5) consequently, a living hope for 

today, and 6) newness of life (power and 

encouragement for living in the present).  

While it is true that the celebration of Christmas is 

not new to our experience, let us nevertheless 

resolve to let the great truths renew and transform 

the next Christmas experience. 

“Oh tidings of comfort and joy.” 

 

Your Servant Pastor, 

Gary Jensen 
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Thoughts from an Elder 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 

Over the last three months I have written about the 

“Five Markers of a Flourishing Church.” These 

markers were present in every Gospel Movement 

throughout the history of the LCMS. Those five 

markers include: 

People 

Multiplication 

Truth 

Adaptability 

Self-sacrifice 

This month we will continue with the forth marker, 

Adaptability. This section of the book started by 

talking about the difference between adaptability 

and creativity. Pastor Newman initially thought that 

creativity was a key DNA marker of a flourishing 

church till he read an essay by LCMS founder 

C.F.W. Walther titled “Do We Lack Creative 

Activity?” In the essay Walther said, “Before we 

can plan and undertake to become 'creatively' 

active, we can at present only regard it as a holy 

obligation first of all to learn to know, appropriate, 

and share the treasures of doctrine and insight 

which God has bestowed by His grace during the 

nearly 2,000 years of the church's life, and 

particularly 300 years ago through the work of the 

Lutheran reformation of the church.”1 Walther 

understood that you didn't change the message but 

adapted to a new form of delivery. In Germany the 

churches were well established but when emigrated 

to this country churches were few and pastors from 

those churches would travel many miles to 

preaching stations in people’s homes where small 

groups of people would gather. Zion began in just 

such a way, a pastor came from Tacoma to preach 

in Snohomish and Everett. Today we don't think of 

this as much of a trip but in the late 1800s this was a 

long way to go. This was how the Gospel was 

spread in the early history of the LCMS. 

In 1924, Walter A. Maier considered the possibility 

of using the radio as a ministry and thus “The 

Lutheran Hour” was born. By adapting this “new 

                                                 
1 Herbert J.A. Bouman, trans.,Editorials from “Lehre und Wehre” (St. 

Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 1981). 106. 

technology” the LCMS was able to reach untold 

numbers of people. Later in 1953 the LCMS used 

“new technology” when it produced “This is the 

Life” on television. Today here at Zion we are 

updating our website and looking at other electronic 

ways to reach people where they are with the 

Gospel. This may include reaching back in our 

history and having small group studies in homes to 

reach people who are not comfortable with meeting 

in a church. The message remains the same, but we 

adapt to new approaches to spread the Gospel.  

In His Service,  

Richard Hellman 

 

 

 

 

Bible Studies! 

* The Sunday morning Bible class meets at 9:30 

a.m. in the Parish Hall Meeting Room, studying 

First Corinthians. This study is led by Pastor 

Gary Jensen. 

* The Women's Bible Study at Jana Ostlund’s 

house (7124 60th St. SE, Snohomish) will meet 

on Mondays, 9:30-10:30 a.m. through December 

10th. The study will resume on January 7th. The 

Bible study book is: Jesus Among Secular Gods: 

The Questions of Culture and the Invitation of 

Christ by Ravi Zacharias and Vince Vitale.  

* Men’s Bible Breakfast will meet through 

November 28th and resume on Wednesday, 

January 2nd. 

* Pastor Gary’s Wednesday study is on the book, 

“Fearfully and Wonderfully Made,” by Dr. Paul 

Brand and Philip Yancey. The class meets at        

1 p.m. in the Church Office and at 7 p.m. in the 

Parish Hall on November 28th and then will 

resume on Wednesday, January 2nd. 

* Pastor Gary’s Thursday morning study, 

“Between the Testaments,” will be held weekly, 

from 9:15 to 10:30 a.m.  
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Walking with Your Servant Leader 

Milepost #18 

What a beautiful day for a walk. Today there is a 

nice break in the weather. I don’t need a jacket. 

Must be the “Pineapple Express.” 

Today I want to give a big shout out of thanks to 

God for all the generosity of support received from 

sponsors for the coming production from Taproot 

Theatre called “Nativity on the Square. (December 

5 at 7 p.m.) They are Randy and Kelly Wood, 

Devee Hintze, Herman and Judy Bosse, Laraine 

Hunt, Larry and Ragene Kimsey, Pastor Gary and 

Ann Jensen, Ken Lauterbach, Lynne Hereth, Wayne 

and Barbara Franz, Mark and Tamara Anderson, 

Richard and Vi Hellman, John and Miriam Hansen, 

and “anonymous.” This support is huge in helping 

to reach out into the community in “spreading the 

seed” that can lead to the real meaning of 

Christmas. 

2019 is only a month away. Here’s a question. Have 

you ever thought about hosting a small group Bible 

study, let’s say from 3-6 sessions? Also by hosting, 

have the option of having someone else lead the 

topic? This is just another way small groups may 

gather around the Word. Call me later if you have 

questions, ideas, or are so inclined. (425-407-3128) 

Speaking of the Word, do you know you cannot be 

deceived from it? Everything contained in it leads to 

a single most important conclusion, Jesus is the 

only Way, Truth, and Life to be saved. There are 

three things that do deceive you away from the 

Word. The devil and all his lies. The world around 

you and all the “trimmings” that go with it. The 

third is you yourself, what you think, do and say. 

So what can go against a 3 to 1 ratio? It’s the ratio 

of 3 in 1: Father, Son and Holy Spirit, all bound in 

Love to save mankind. God is calling you by the 

Gospel. God will enlighten you upon request. My 

prayer is for open hearts to receive, believe, and 

respond with joyous worship.  

A part of the Fishnet, 

Gary Gable 

 

 

Fishin’ & Freedom 

We as Christians have the gift of freedom through 

our faith in our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. This 

is substantiated in the writings and readings of 

Martin Luther. 

“Luther based his views on Holy Scripture, which 

taught that because of the fall into sin, a human 

being is by nature dead in sin. The human will is 

incapable of beginning conversion or of cooperating 

with God’s grace before conversion. The Holy 

Spirit, working through the Gospel, gives to a 

person the gift of trust in Christ. Therefore, faith is 

entirely God’s doing, not a matter of human choice 

or deciding or cooperating with God. All matters of 

faith are gifts of God.” (Book of Concord, p.527) 

May the gifts of God be your strength in these times 

and season! 

“Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For 

we do not know what to pray for as we ought, but 

the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groaning to 

deep for words. And he who searches hearts knows 

what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit 

intercedes for the saints according to the will of 

God. And we know that for those who love God all 

things work together for good, for those who are 

called according to his purpose.” (Romans 8:26-28) 

Whether you have strengths or 

weaknesses, may the Holy Spirit 

and the Word of Jesus so move 

you to share your gifts this season! 

Blessings! 

Norm Anderson, Evangelism Elder 

 

 

 

Decorate the Church for Christmas 

Decorating our church sanctuary and narthex for 

Christmas will take place on Saturday, 

December 1st, at 9 a.m. 

Please come join us. Many 

hands make the work go quickly 

- and we have a great time 

together adding Advent and 

Christmas touches to our 

beautiful church! 
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Community Kitchen  

Zion is providing the Snohomish 

Community Kitchen meal on 

Monday, December 3rd. We can 

always use more help when we serve! We begin 

the meal preparations at 2 p.m. and begin clean-up 

at 5 p.m. 

Thank you so much to those who helped last month. 

If you need more information or would like to help, 

please contact Carolyn Jensen (360-568-9384) or 

Janet Zwar (425-346-3565). 

The Snohomish Community Kitchen offers a FREE 

meal every Monday and Thursday from 4:30 – 6 

p.m. at St. John’s Episcopal Church, 913 2nd Street 

in Snohomish. Everyone is welcome! 

 

 

 

 

. . .  

to join us for a Taproot Theatre 
Performance 

Wednesday, December 5th 

at 7 p.m. 

at Zion Lutheran Church 
329 Avenue A, Snohomish 

Soup Supper at 5:30 p.m. in Zion’s Parish 
Hall (330 Union Ave.) 

For more information: Contact Zion Lutheran Church at 
360-568-2700 or snohomishsecretary@gmail.com 

 

 
 

 

Advent – Preparing for Jesus’ Birth! 

• Wednesday – Dec. 5 

Soup Supper ~ 5:30 p.m. 
Advent Worship ~ 7 p.m. 

 

• Wednesday – Dec. 12 

Soup Supper ~ 5:30 p.m. 
Advent Worship ~ 7 p.m. 

 

• Wednesday – Dec. 19 

Soup Supper ~ 5:30 p.m. 
Advent Worship ~ 7 p.m. 

 

 

 

Come for Soup and Fellowship! 

Wednesdays – Dec. 5, 12, & 19 

At 5:30 p.m. 

→ The LWML will be hosting the first Wednesday 

evening soup supper during Advent (Dec. 5th).  

→ For each Wednesday, we are asking your help in 

bringing soups; salads; bread, butter, and 

crackers; desserts (cookies, bars, cake); and 

milk or juice to share. Coffee/tea will be 

provided. A sign-up sheet will be in the narthex. 

→ Dec 5th is when Taproot is coming so we’re 

expecting a lot of visitors, hopefully some will 

come for supper! Bring lots! 

→ If you have any questions, please contact any 

Parish Ministry board member: Ann Jensen 

(425-212-9337); Laraine Hunt (360-568-6219); 

or Kathy Sturlaugson (425-334-4604). 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:snohomishsecretary@gmail.com
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Christmas Open House 

You are invited to Pat Bjerkan’s 

Christmas Open House on Saturday 

afternoon, December 8th, from 3 til 5 

p.m. There will be professional harp music and 

Christmas songs by request and a light supper. 

Please call Pat Bjerkan at 360-568-3683 if you plan 

to come. 

 

 

 

ZIG (Zion’s Intergenerational Group) 
[from Lisa Tuengel] 

Join us Sunday, December 9th, for ZIG!  

ZIG stands for Zion’s Intergenerational 

Group. This is an opportunity to gather 

with your church family at the group 

opening for our Christian education time. 

All ages from our adult Bible class and our Sunday 

school classes are invited to get together in the 

Parish Hall Sunday mornings at 9:30 a.m.  

We’ll look for you there! 

 

 

 

Newsletter & Sunday Bulletin Deadlines 

The Newsletter Deadline is Monday, 

December 17th, for the JANUARY 

2019 Newsletter! 

All items for the Sunday bulletin must be received 

in the church office by Noon on Thursdays. Thanks! 

 

 

 

 

 
Poinsettias 

The Altar Guild would appreciate any gifts of 

Poinsettias for your church decorations for 

Christmas. 

Miriam Hansen and Kathy Gable 

 

 

 

Christmas Services! 

• Monday, December 24th 

Christmas Eve Worship Service with 
Lessons & Carols 
at 1 & 7 p.m.  

 

• Tuesday, December 25th  

Christmas Day Worship Service with 
Holy Communion 
at 9:30 a.m. 

 

 
 

 

 

Sunday School News: 
Zion Lutheran Church ADVENTURE 

SCHOOL 

Our Sunday School will begin on November 25th. 

Jana Ostlund and Kathy Gable will alternate 

teaching times and will teach about Advent and 

Christmas. There are four Sundays in Advent. We 

will continue this teaching after the Christmas 

season also.  

The Sunday School will be held for Preschoolers 

and Kindergarteners between 9:25 and 10:25 a.m. 

each Sunday in Room 1 (the room across from our 

lower level bathrooms). This room is cozy and will 

accommodate young children well. The toys there 

have been washed as have the chairs and tables. 

Please enter the lower level of the church from the 

Fourth Street east double doors on the north side of 

the church. The room is on the left and enter the 

room across from the bathrooms. 

We are inviting other children from our Lutheran 

School and our on-campus school to joins also. 

Please encourage your friends and neighbors to join 

us.  
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We Are Recruiting Offering Counters!  
[from Vi Hellman] 

A few more people are needed to help count 

offerings after the 10:30 a.m. service on Sundays. 

Our counting teams rotate through the month, so we 

don’t burden just a very few. This is a pretty easy 

way to volunteer and training will be provided! 

Contact Vi Hellman at 425-268-1325 or Judy at the 

church office (360-568-2700) for more information 

or to volunteer. 

 

 

 

Offering Envelopes!  

We are getting ready to prepare 

the offering envelopes for 2019. 

If you do not have offering 

envelopes now and would like 

them, please contact the church office at 360-568-

2700. Likewise, if you have received offering 

envelopes, but would rather not have them, then 

please let the office know that also. Thank you! 

 

 

 

Lutheran Annual 2019 

The 2019 Lutheran Annual is on sale now. If you 

would like to order one, please contact the church 

office at 360-568-2700 by December 17th. The cost 

this year is about $30. 

For your information – much of the information in 

the Lutheran Annual is also available online at 

http://www.lcms.org. 

 

 

 

Note from the Board of Trustees 

With the approval of the Board of Trustees, bleach 

is no longer used on the church property. The 

approved sanitizer is called Virex. This is a hospital 

grade disinfectant all-purpose cleaner used in 

hospitals, nursing homes and schools. We have had 

people walk into our Parish Hall after bleach has 

been used who got migraines or burning eyes. The 

odor is not nearly as strong yet it is very effective. 

There are two spray bottles in the kitchen marked 

sanitizer. Please use this. Please no bleach on 

church property.  

“Thank you” from the Board of Trustees. 

 

 

LWML Bible Study – Dec./Jan. 

The LWML will NOT meet in December.  

The next LWML meeting will be on Tuesday, 

January 8th, at 2 p.m. in the Parish Hall Meeting 

Room. Devee Hintze will lead the Bible study 

entitled: Abundant Spiritual Treasure.     

 

 

 

Altar Guild Notes About Liturgical Colors 

Liturgical Colors are used for the altar paraments, 

vestments and accessories. 

Blue – This color represents spiritual love, fidelity, 

anticipation, and hope. Our blue paraments can be 

used for the Advent season. This season is one that 

represents hope and anticipation of Christ’s coming 

at Christmas. 

Christmas and Epiphany – The Altar Guild has 

chosen to use the violet paraments because they 

have not been used for a very long time. These 

lovely paraments seem to be very old and the 

symbols are beautiful. We will use them for this 

Advent Season. 

The Season of Advent – The word “Advent” is a 

Latin word. It means “coming.” Advent time is a 

time for preparation for the coming of Christ as our 

king and judge. The latter part of Advent looks for 

Christ’s coming. The Advent mood tends to be one 

of hope, anticipation, and getting prepared. There 

are four Sundays in Advent. The first Sunday 

represents hope, the joy, and anticipation of Christ’s 

coming and then the Joy of the actual birth of 

Christ, the Nativity. 

Advent begins on the Sunday closest 

to November thirtieth. 

From the Altar Guild 

 

 

 

Safety Note 

To keep the students using our facilities 

safe during the week, please remember 

to keep all exit doors locked. They often 

find the double doors from the Parish Hall to the 

parking lot unlocked during the week! 

http://www.lcms.org/
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December Retirees 

The Retirees will not meet as a group during 

December. Have a great Christmas! 

 

 

 

 

Please Join Us for a Breakfast Potluck 

We’re having a breakfast potluck at 9:30 – 10:15 

a.m. on the Sunday after Christmas, December 

30th, in the Parish Hall. No Sunday school or Bible 

class that day.  

Hope to see you there! 

 

 

 

Annual Reports Due 

The executive board, all board 

directors, and organizational 

chairpersons are reminded that their annual reports 

are due to the church office by January 22, 2019. 

 

 

 

Will You Make Time for A Visit? 

Listed below are the names of 

our members who are 

homebound or hospitalized. 

Many of these people would 

really enjoy visits, cards, and 

letters. Also, keep them in your 

thoughts and prayers. If you’re 

unsure of an address, or need encouragement or 

more information, contact the church office.  

Homebound” list as of November 24, 2018: Dale 

Bartelheimer, Shirley Brickman, Jane Britton, 

Carol Gessner, Arlene Hallanger, Orlin Heck, Betty 

Heike, Mark & Arta Rose Lucas, Shirley Neel, Lorene 

Ohlde, Dean & Shelley Pratt, Dave & Connie 

Schwarzmiller, George & Marion Stocker, Edith 

Stocker, Loren Troupe, Sandy Walker, and Darlene 

Wognild. 

Lutherans for Life 

“Advent is about Return—the 

Lord’s Second Coming, our 

return to Him, which is 

another way of saying 

‘repentance.’ Repentance 

requires memory, for return requires memory. The 

Prodigal did some mental research and remembered 

the facts about his father's house from his personal 

history. Informed by a paternal history, he struck a 

new course, which was to return. And the 

Homecoming was sweet, like the marriage supper in 

paradise, when all history will be fulfilled, and the 

guests live happily ever after. Advent reminds us, 

based on history that we know, that He is coming, 

which should remind us, Repent!” 

James M. Kushiner, The Fellowship of St. James – 

A Life Quote from Lutherans For Life • 

www.lutheransforlife.org 

 

 

 

Gift Cards Support Zion Lutheran School 

Going to the grocery store 

for bread or milk? Buy a 

grocery scrip/gift card! It’s 

just like using cash and it 

benefits Zion Lutheran School. 

Please see Ann Jensen or Lynne Hereth for 

more details. Ann has several cards available 

every week between services in the Parish 

Hall – come check out the selection! 

 

 

 

Box Tops for Education 

Keep on clipping those Box Tops 

for Education! They will be used 

to help support Zion Lutheran 

School. Each Box Tops Clip is worth 10 cents for 

your school. There is a collection box in the church 

narthex. Thank you for your help!  

  

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=box+tops+clip+art&id=63606D3DD30FB997202009C7526D0F3246556080&FORM=IQFRBA
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Fall Festival – October 31 ............................................................................... [from Rosemary Randall] 

On Wednesday evening, October 31st, Zion put on a Fall Festival in our Parish Hall for the community. 

There were over 400 parents, kids, and grandparents who came by for the games, snacks, and a chance to 

visit. We had a wonderful crew of enthusiastic volunteers that helped to make this a fun evening. 

A big thank you to everyone that helped to make the Fall Festival a welcoming evening! 
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In case of pastoral emergency contact: 

Pastor Gary Jensen at the church office (360-
586-2700) or home (425-212-9337) or cell 
phone (206-914-3593) or one of the elders: 

▪ Norm Anderson ....................... 425-948-7575 

▪ Gene Berner ........................... 360-568-5970 

▪ Wayne Franz........................... 425-334-5184 

▪ John Hansen ........................... 425-397-7324 

▪ Richard Hellman (director) ...... 425-232-7666 

▪ Bryce Palmer .......................... 360-563-5105 

 
 
 

OFFICIAL ACTS 

for October / November 2018: 
 

DEATH:  

✝ Gil Schwarzmiller (10-26-18) 
 
TRANSFER TO ANOTHER LCMS 
CONGREGATION:  

✝ Beth Berner to Shepherd of the Hills 
Lutheran Church, Snohomish (10-30-18) 

 
NEW MEMBERS:  

✝ Peter & Sheila Martin, James & Joseph (11-
11-18) 

 
Official Count: 

 198 Communicant Members 

 29 Baptized Only 

 227 TOTAL 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

My Birthday Gift to Christ 

Thank you for the support you have given to the 

Birthday Gift to Christ fund. We also seek your 

support to encourage people to be open to the 

Lord’s Call to them. Your birthday offerings 

together with your prayers will help someone to 

prepare for the Lord’s ministry with scholarships 

from this fund. 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY to the following 

DECEMBER birthday celebrants: 

 

 

 
 

DECEMBER 
Wedding Anniversaries 

Dec. 7 Bob & Linda Peyton 

 8 Wayne & Barbara Franz 

 30 Dale & Jana Ostlund 

 

Every effort is made to keep the birthday and 

anniversary lists up to date. If there is an error, or 

your name does not appear on these lists, please 

call the church office at 360-568-2700. 

 

Parish News 
 

 2 Riley Heike 

 2 Marcila Richardson 

 3 Phyllis Reynolds 

 4 Brent Tuengel 

 5 Garry Heike 

 5 Rosemary Randall 

 6 Dean Pratt 

 7 Dale Bartelheimer 

 7 Laraine Hunt 

 12 Helen Heck 

 15 Marie Tuengel 

 18 Whitney Schultz 

 25 Herman Bosse 

 25 Kathy Sturlaugson 

 26 Sue Boblett 

 27 Becca Bartelheimer 

 27 Kelly Wood 



CONTACT INFORMATION:  

Lutheran Braille Workers 

PO Box 5000Yucaipa, CA 92399 

1-800-925-6092 

www.lbwinc.org 

 

Lutheran Library for the Blind 

1-888-215-2455 

e-mail: LLB@lbwinc.org 

 

BRAILLE WORK CENTER NEWS 

Immanuel’s work center was up and running during October and our assignment of 52 “Primary Bible Stories” 

books was completed. The October labels (26 books) included destinations in the USA, one to Israel, and 20 to 

Bangladesh!  

The November labels will arrive by the end of October and then those 26 copies will be boxed up and mailed. 

Then Dale and Janet will to readying supplies for the December sessions. 

Recently Janet has been asked a few “trivia” questions about the work center and the current assignment which 

began in December of 2016. After a bit of “research” Janet can now report: 

• The Braille Work Center has produced 604 books which consist of 2 volumes each… Vol. 1: Old Testament; 

Vol. 2: New Testament. 

• The 604 books equal about 81,500+ pages of Braille run through our press. 

• In December 2016 LBW had back orders for 865 copies of this book. The Braille Work Center hasn’t caught 

up quite yet even with some cancellations and new orders continue to be made. 

• Books have been sent to 22 countries and 30 states. 

• The Center’s costs for materials ordered so far this year total $1,922.00. Supplies include paper, printed & 

blank covers, binding combs, shipping cartons, strapping tape, brown packaging tape & scotch tape. 

• Paper is the biggest cost with the last order costing $830.52: 13 boxes/2000 sheets per box; paper cost 

$591.50; freight cost $179.28; tax $59.74. LBW provides most materials free of charge to recipients. 

• Donations by organizations and individuals are critical for the continuation of this ministry. 

 If you’d like to join in on a session, please, contact Janet at 360-659-9750 or by e-mail at 

dalebern@frontier.com.  

 Learn more about this ministry by going to LBW website. Much information is available along with 

downloads of publications and lists of available subscription materials. 

 Keep the blind and visually impaired, as well as LBW, in your prayers. Monetary donations are vital for 

LBW’s existence while providing most materials free of charge to recipients. 

 ATTENTION!!! When making donations, please, indicate that your donation is designated for “Work 

Center #314.” Writing “Work Center #314” on the memo line of your check will assure credit is given 

to our work center for your donation. 

 If you have THRIVENT CHOICE DOLLARS to donate, consider directing them to LBW. Don’t let 

your monies go unused! Please call LBW to inform them of your choice so our Work Center #314 can 

receive monetary credit (1-800-925-6092). You may also e-mail this info to Deanna Bowles at 

deanna@lbwinc.org.  

In His service, 

Janet Bernhardt, Work Center Director 
Immanuel Lutheran Church, 2521 Lombard Ave, Everett, WA 98201 * 425-252-7038 
 

 DECEMBER BRAILLE SCHEDULE: 

Immanuel General: Monday Dec. 3rd 9 – 11:00 AM 

 Monday Dec. 10th 9 – 11:00 AM 

Immanuel LWML: Tuesday Dec. 4th 9 – 11:00 AM 

 Tuesday Dec. 18th 9 – 11:30 AM (tentative)  

Messiah Lutheran: Wed. Dec. 5th 9 – 11:30 AM  

Grace Lutheran: Friday Dec. 7th 9:30 – 11:30 AM 

Immanuel & Zion Tuesday Dec. 11th 9 – 11:30 AM  

Mon. morn. Session Monday Dec. 17th 9 – 11:30 AM (tentative) 

Mon. afternoon Session  Monday Dec. 3rd Noon – 2:30 PM 

http://www.lbwinc.org/
mailto:dalebern@frontier.com
mailto:deanna@lbwinc.org
tel:(425)%20252-7038
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  Zion Lutheran Church Hosts 
Taproot Theatre Company’s Christmas 

Touring Play Nativity on the Square! 

Laugh along when Zion Lutheran Church hosts a performance of 

Nativity on the Square, a touring production from Taproot Theatre 

Company. The performance will be held in the church sanctuary (329 

Avenue A in Snohomish) on Wednesday, December 5th, at 7 p.m. 

The statues in the downtown nativity scene have come to life, but don’t 

know what they’re doing or exactly who they are. When a drunken, 

homeless woman invades their Christmas crèche her interpretation of 

the nativity story irritates and reorients the statues. Laugh along with 

familiar characters in this Christmas comedy about forgiveness, 

selflessness and the joy of giving. Nativity on the Square is written by 

Tom S. Long and directed by J. Michael Tumblin. 

For information on this performance of Nativity on the Square, contact Zion Lutheran Church at 

snohomishsecretary@gmail.com or 360-568-2700. For additional information on Taproot Theatre Company’s 

Touring productions, visit taproottheatre.org/touring, or contact Lindsey Long at 206.529.3669 or 

touring@taproottheatre.org. 

mailto:snohomishsecretary@gmail.com
mailto:touring@taproottheatre.org
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Redeeming Your Weaknesses 
 

To find your greatest weakness, first identify 
your greatest strength and then look right 
behind it. 

That’s one of the tragic results of sin: it twists 
our strengths into weaknesses, just as (-1) x 
100 becomes -100. 

Are you highly intelligent and well-studied in 
the Bible? Look out, because your knowledge 
can puff you up and be used to conceal sin 
and rationalize ungodly attitudes and 
behaviors (1Cor. 8:1). 

Are you gifted at reading others and 
discerning their feelings and interests? You 
may be tempted to use that ability to 
manipulate them for your own purposes 
(Rom. 16:18). 

Are you kind and caring? You may be too 
quick to offer help to others and end up 
making commitments you don’t keep (Eccl. 
5:2). 

Are you compassionate and gentle? You 
could be vulnerable to “fear of man” and find 
it difficult to offer needed 
correction to others (Prov. 
27:6). 

Are you bold and courageous? 
You may be inclined to judge 
others and blurt out words that 
wound rather than heal (Prov. 
12:18). 

The same principle applies to churches and 
organizations. 

Is your church committed to sound doctrine 
and theology? You could become proud, 
indifferent to emotions and personal 
struggles, and judgmental of those who don’t 
share your views. 

Is your church given to passionate worship? 
You could be led astray by emotion and 
tossed to and fro by the latest worldly ideas. 

Does your church work to alleviate injustice 
and suffering? Be careful … because doing 
good works can become a substitute for 
sharing the gospel of Christ, which is the only 
way to prevent eternal suffering. 

The answer to this problem is not to stop 
being discerning, kind, compassionate, 
courageous, committed to sound doctrine, 
passionate in our worship, or concerned 
about injustice. All of these attitudes and 
behaviors are actually commanded by God. 

The solution to this problem is to pray daily 
that God would give you grace to sanctify 
your strengths, that is, to purify them from 

sin and to set them apart 
exclusively for his purposes. 

O Lord, please help me to 
accurately identify the gifts and 
strengths you have given me, 
and to discern how they can be 
corrupted by sin and used in 
ways that dishonor you and hurt 
others (self-awareness). 

Reconciliation – Peacemaking Message 

Relational Wisdom 360 is a regular e-mail that is published by Ken Sande. We 

hope you enjoy this month’s excerpt. For more information on Relational Wisdom 

360 please visit their website or subscribe to the e-mail at www. RW360.org. 

 

https://bibles.org/eng-ESV/1Cor/8/1
https://bibles.org/eng-ESV/Rom/16/18
https://bibles.org/eng-ESV/Eccl/5/2
https://bibles.org/eng-ESV/Eccl/5/2
https://bibles.org/eng-ESV/Prov/27/6
https://bibles.org/eng-ESV/Prov/27/6
https://bibles.org/eng-ESV/Prov/12/18
https://bibles.org/eng-ESV/Prov/12/18
http://rw360.org/discover-rw/#god-aware
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Please give me grace to discipline myself and 
take every thought, emotion, word and 
action—every strength you have given me—
captive to Christ (self-engagement). 

Enable me to clearly discern the needs of 
others (other-awareness) … 

and give me both the desire and ability to 
truly minister to those around me rather than 
manipulating them (other-engagement). 

Lord, I can only do this as you fill me with 
your Holy Spirit, as you give me a deeper 
understanding of all you have done for me 
through the gospel (God-awareness) … 

and as you incline my heart to obey your 
command to love others as you have loved 
me (God-engagement). 
God has given you special grace and gifts 
(Eph. 4:7-8). The more consciously and 
deliberately you sanctify these strengths for 
his purposes, the more fully they can be used 
to bless others, develop closer relationships, 
and build his church (Eph. 4:11-16.). 

– Ken Sande 

Reflection Questions 

• What are your greatest strengths? 

• How have those strengths sometimes 
been twisted into great weaknesses? 

• How could you sanctify those strengths 
today and use them more consistently and 
effectively to honor God and serve other 
people? 

• What are the greatest strengths of your 
church? 

• How could those strengths actually 
become weaknesses? 

• How can you sanctify those strengths and 
use them more consistently and 
effectively to build God’s kingdom? 

Permission to distribute: Please feel free to 
download, print, or electronically share this 
message in its entirety for non-commercial 
purposes with as many people as you like. 

© 2018 Ken Sande 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://rw360.org/discover-rw/#god-aware
http://rw360.org/discover-rw/#god-aware
http://rw360.org/discover-rw/#god-aware
http://rw360.org/discover-rw/#god-aware
http://rw360.org/discover-rw/#god-aware
https://bibles.org/eng-ESV/Eph/4/7-8
https://bibles.org/eng-ESV/Eph/4/11-16


December 2018 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 1  

 

2      First Sunday in Advent 
8 am Traditional Worship/ 

Communion 
9:30 am Sunday School/Bible 

Class 
10 a.m. Contemporary Worship 

Music Practice (CH) 
10:30 am Contemporary 
Worship/ Communion 

3   8am–1pm Acad. of Snoh.   

    (PH – Rooms 8, 9, & 11) 

 

9:30 a.m. Women’s Bible Study 
(Jana Ostlund’s home) 

 

4:30 p.m. Community Kitchen - 
at St. John’s Episcopal, Snoh. 

(2 p.m. meal prep./5 p.m. clean 
up) 

 

6:30 p.m. Choir Rehearsal (PH) 

4  
 

8am–1pm Acad. of Snoh. (PH – 
Rooms 8, 9, & 11) 

 

5      

8am–1pm Acad. of Snoh. 
 

9am–1pm Project Linus Quilting 
(PHMR) 

 

9:30 a.m. LWR Quilting (Stage) 

 

5:30 p.m. Soup Supper (PH) 
 

7 p.m. Taproot Theatre Program 
(CH) 

6    8am–1pm Acad. of Snoh.     

        (PH – Rooms 8, 9, & 11) 
 

9:15 – 10:30 a.m. Between the 
Testaments Bible Study 

(PHMR) 
 

12:30-1:30 p.m. Acad. of Snoh. 
Chapel (PHMR) 

 

7 p.m. Trustees (PHMR) 

7  

 
 

8am–1pm Acad. of Snoh. (PH – 
Rooms 8, 9, & 11) 

 

8  
 

9      Second Sunday in Advent 
8 am Traditional Worship 

9:30 am ZIG! Combined Sunday 
School/Bible Class Opening 

(PH) 
10 a.m. Contemporary Worship 

Music Practice (CH) 
10:30 am Contemporary 

Worship 

10   8am–1pm Acad. of Snoh.   

    (PH – Rooms 8, 9, & 11) 

 

9:30 a.m. Women’s Bible Study 
(Jana Ostlund’s home) 

 

6:15 p.m. Choir Rehearsal (PH) 
 

7 p.m. Bd. of Directors Meeting 
(PHMR) 

11    
8am–1pm Acad. of Snoh. 
(PH – Rooms 8, 9, & 11) 

 
9 – 11:30 am Braille Work 
(Immanuel Luth., Everett) 

 
NO LWML 

12   8am–1pm Acad. of Snoh.  

        (PH – Rooms 8, 9, & 11) 

 

9am–1pm Project Linus Quilting 
(PHMR) 

 

9:30 a.m. LWR Quilting (Stage) 

 

5:30 p.m. Soup Supper (PH) 
 

7 p.m. Advent Worship (CH) 

13   8am–1pm Acad. of Snoh.     

        (PH – Rooms 8, 9, & 11) 
 

9:15 – 10:30 a.m. Between the 
Testaments Bible Study 

(PHMR) 
 

12:30-1:30 p.m. Acad. of Snoh. 
Chapel (PHMR) 

14  

 
 

8am–1pm Acad. of Snoh. (PH – 
Rooms 8, 9, & 11) 

 

15  
 

16    Third Sunday in Advent 

 
8 am Traditional Worship/ 

Communion 
9:30 am Sunday School/Bible 

Class 
10 a.m. Contemporary Worship 

Music Practice (CH) 
10:30 am Contemporary 
Worship/ Communion 

17   Newsletter Deadline! 
 

8am–1pm Acad. of Snoh. (PH – 
Rooms 8, 9, & 11) 

 

6:30 p.m. Choir Rehearsal (PH) 
 

7 p.m. 4 – H Meeting (CH – 
rooms 2 – 4) 

18  
 

8am–1pm Acad. of Snoh. (PH – 
Rooms 8, 9, & 11) 

 

7 p.m. Valley Spinners (PH) 

19 

9am–1pm Project Linus Quilting 
(PHMR) 

 

9:30 a.m. LWR Quilting (Stage) 

 

5:30 p.m. Soup Supper (PH) 
 

7 p.m. Advent Worship (CH) 

20  
 

 

9:15 – 10:30 a.m. Between the 
Testaments Bible Study 

(PHMR) 

21  
 

22  
 

23     Fourth Sunday in Advent 
8 am Traditional Worship 

9:30 am Sunday School/Bible 
Class 

10 a.m. Contemporary Worship 
Music Practice (CH) 

10:30 am Contemporary 
Worship 

24       Christmas Eve 
 

 

1 & 7 p.m. Christmas Eve 
Worship Service with 

Lessons & Carols 

25       Christmas Day  
 

Church Office Closed 
 

9:30 am Christmas Day 
Worship Service with Holy 

Communion 

26  
 

27  
 

 
 

NO Retirees 

 

28  
 

29  
 

30  First Sunday after Christmas 
8 am Traditional Worship 

9:30 am 5th Sunday Brunch – 
NO School/Bible Class (PH) 

10 a.m. Contemporary Worship 
Music Practice (CH) 

10:30 am Contemporary 
Worship 

31       New Year’s Eve 
 

NOTES: 
 
           Acad. of Snoh. Christmas Break Dec. 19 – Jan. 6 

 

 

Zion Ev. Lutheran Church 
331 Union Ave. 
Snohomish, WA 98290 
Church office: 360-568-2700 
snohomishsecretary@gmail.com 

CH = Church  
CO = Church Office  
PH = Parish Hall  
PHMR = Parish Hall Meeting Room 
ZLS = Zion Lutheran School  



 

Servants in God’s House for December 2018 
 December 2 

1st Sunday in Advent 

December 9 
2nd Sunday in Advent 

December 16 
3rd Sunday in Advent 

December 23 
4th Sunday in Advent 

December 30 
1st Sunday after Christmas 

Elders:      8am Richard Hellman Gene Berner Wayne Franz Gene Berner Richard Hellman 

10:30am Norm Anderson Wayne Franz Norm Anderson Richard Hellman Wayne Franz 

Ushers:    8am Ken Heike, Larry Heike Jerry Sturlaugson Ken Heike, Marlin Heike Herman Bosse Ken Lauterbach 

10:30am Bud Adams, Harlin Keil Andrew Bartelheimer Bud Adams, Harlin Keil Volunteer needed Jerry Sturlaugson 

Greeters: 8am Herman & Judy Bosse Ken & Julie Heike Lynne Hereth Brent & Debbie Tuengel  Larry Heike 

10:30am Miriam Hansen Rosemary Randall  Joan Stocker Katie Larchick Jerry & Kathy 
Sturlaugson 

Acolytes: 8am Volunteer needed Volunteer needed Volunteer needed Volunteer needed Volunteer needed 

10:30am Volunteer needed Volunteer needed Volunteer needed Volunteer needed Volunteer needed 

Readers:  8am Richard Hellman Lisa Tuengel Lynne Hereth Gene Berner Gary Gable 

10:30am Miriam Hansen Wayne Franz Doris Brickman Jana Ostlund Ann Jensen 

Scriptures: Jeremiah 33:14–16 
Psalm 25:1–10 

1 Thessalonians 3:9–13 
Luke 19:28–40 or Luke 

21:25–36 

Malachi 3:1–7b 
Psalm 66:1–12 

Philippians 1:2–11 
Luke 3:1–14 (15–20) 

 

Zephaniah 3:14–20 
Psalm 85 

Philippians 4:4–7 
Luke 7:18–28 (29–35) 

 

Micah 5:2–5a 
Psalm 80:1–7 

Hebrews 10:5–10 
Luke 1:39–45 (46–56) 

 

Exodus 13:1–3a, 11–15 
Psalm 111 

Colossians 3:12–17 
Luke 2:22–40 

 

Children’s 
Message:    

Pastor Gary Jensen Lisa Tuengel Pastor Gary Jensen Pastor Gary Jensen Pastor Gary Jensen 

Organist:     8 am Karen Berner Karen Berner Karen Berner Karen Berner Karen Berner 

Music Leader: 
10:30am 

     

Special Music:    Choir Light One Candle     

Altar Guild: ---------------------------------------------------- Kathy Gable, Miriam Hansen ---------------------------------------------------- 

Flowers: Volunteer needed Volunteer needed Hansens (in memory of 
John’s dad) 

Lynne Hereth (in memory 
of Mark) 

Bartelheimers (Becca’s 
birthday) 

Fellowship: Wayne Franz Lepse family Laraine Hunt Jana Ostlund Volunteer needed 

Counters: Loreen Atkinson 
Dan Miller 

Lillian Bartelheimer 
Joan Stocker 

Doris Brickman 
Kathy Sturlaugson  

Helen Heck 
Ken Heike 
Vi Hellman 

Loreen Atkinson 
Dan Miller 



Call to Worship Page | 16 

 

 

 

Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church 
331 Union Avenue 
Snohomish, WA 98290 
 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Zion Evangelical Lutheran 

Church 
(The Lutheran Church Missouri Synod) 

Mailing address: 331 Union Ave., Snohomish, WA 

98290- 2825 

Church address: 329 Avenue A, Snohomish, Washington 

Parish Hall address: 330 Union Ave., Snohomish, 

Washington 

Phone: 360-568-2700 

E-mail: snohomishsecretary@gmail.com 

Website: zionsnohomish.360unite.com 
 

Mission Statement for Zion Lutheran Church: 

Reaching out with Christ’s gift of grace and forgiveness as 

we preach, teach, and serve so all may know Jesus Christ 

as Savior. 
 

Zion Lutheran Church is a member of the Lutheran 

School Association (LCMS) of Snohomish County. 

Zion Lutheran School office: 425-334-5064 

Zion Lutheran School website: www.zionls.org 

Join us for worship and 
Bible class this Sunday. 

Sunday Worship Service Times 

8 a.m. Traditional Worship Service 

9:30 a.m. Sunday School & Bible Class 

10:30 a.m. Contemporary Worship 

Service 

 

Holy Communion is celebrated at both 

services on the 1st & 3rd Sundays of each 

month. 

Christmas Eve Worship 
Service of Lessons & 
Carols at 1 & 7 p.m.   

 
Christmas Day 

Worship Service with 
Holy Communion at 

9:30 a.m. 
 


