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What’s Really Wrong with Us All[1]? 

And How the Answer Leads to Good Friday 
“What causes quarrels, and what causes fights among you?” –James 4:1a 

 

The very first outward sinful action recorded in 

the Bible occurred when “Cain rose up against his 

brother Abel and killed him” (Genesis 4:8). 

Although nothing specific is stated with respect to 

the means of this murder, it is obvious that his 

methods were primitive, even though certainly 

effective. Everything he needed to accomplish his 

deed was right at hand including both his means and 

his motive. 

As I am writing this article, my radio is 

repeatedly announcing the one-month anniversary 

of what is among the ten worst school mass killings 

in recorded history at Marjory Stoneman Douglas 

High School in Parkland, Florida. Today, in a call to 

“solidarity” with the seventeen people who were 

killed, students across the country are observing a 

seventeen-minute period of silence. In addition, 

however, they are insisting on an overthrow of our 

current firearms laws out of a belief that banning or 

restricting certain weapons will radically diminish 

the level of violence in our society.  

Yet it is not my purpose to discuss gun laws so 

much as it is to turn our attention to our society’s 

glaring neglect of that very cause which precedes 

either the raising of a stone 

(perhaps) in Genesis or the pulling 

of a trigger today. The Bible 

identifies that cause with the tiny 

word “sin” while James 4:1-2 as a 

whole fleshes it out very effectively. 

The Bible teaches that there is 

something morally wrong with 

human beings because more 

profoundly there is something spiritually wrong 

with us. We have fallen out of our intended 

relationship with God and for that reason we are 

consequently also utterly out of sync with His 

creation. The proper center of our lives is replaced 

with self-centered us! As James puts it, if we don’t 

get our way, then violent acts of varying degrees 

becomes the means in order to wrest what we desire 

from our neighbors. 

I find it astonishing that our society habitually 

neglects to direct our anger onto the perpetrator and 

to name the cause of such massacres as personal sin 

and wickedness. Now there is no question but that 

our culture dismisses this kind of language as 

outdated, irrelevant, and outright offensive. But the 

major question of our time is what is our culture 

offering in its place? The preferred politically-

correct method of addressing such social 

malfunctions is to name as the cause some 

overriding sociological malady, label certain laws 

(pertaining to guns or methods of criminal 

punishment) as barbaric, or source the cause of 

crimes to the existence of weapons (be they a gun, a 

knife, a stone, a heavy stick, you name it —and 

that’s the point!) themselves. Even on today’s news, 

in response to the attempted 

kidnapping of a child, it is proposed 

that the suspect have “mental 

evaluation.” No request at all is 

made for a moral reassessment! One 

overriding reason for this glaring 

neglect is that our culture’s former 

biblical worldview has become 

replaced with an opposing 
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worldview. For the purpose of this article, 

secularism doesn’t merely hold to an even-handed 

view of competing values. Driven by secularized 

academic circles, it holds to a view of human beings 

that is based on Darwinian evolution. In addition to 

insisting on unguided evolution however, 

Darwinism also denies the existence of all things 

spiritual, which both removes the authority for 

moral law and undermines the foundation of an 

objective purpose for living. Worse still, Darwinism 

holds that human “thinking” consists of nothing 

more than the interactions between molecules and 

electrical charges. What logically follows is that 

what we call “free choices” are merely the effects of 

such “physical” events in the past which determine 

what we do in the present. 

Yet despite the fact that secularists today claim 

their “reasoning” to be superior to biblical 

revelation, such perspectives entail serious self-

contradictions.[2] Firstly, if everyone is the product 

of nothing more than blind processes, then leaders 

who teach this cannot exempt themselves. If we are 

mindless machines, then they are too! If then, on the 

basis of Darwinism, what we call “thoughts” are 

nothing more than the electro-chemical interactions, 

it must also be true that the arguments secularists 

advance cannot have any grounding in actual 

reality. Also, since Darwinism teaches that there is 

no such thing as freedom from the unbroken line of 

material cause and effect even within our brain, 

then Darwinist proponents are likewise also mere 

impersonal machines! Secondly, since Darwinism 

denies that anyone at all has the capacity for 

personal choice, then it is self-contradictory for 

Darwinists to either argue for the superiority of their 

own position, or expect us to change our minds. 

In light of such a sea of contradiction, should it 

be surprising that secularists are failing to resolve 

the problem of violence? Now they could attempt to 

argue that Christianity appears no more successful 

in addressing this problem. Yet we may reply to 

them that the reason the problem is ongoing is that 

every human continues to be sinful. The bottom line 

is that the only effective diagnosis of the cause of 

the brokenness of our world is the biblical concept 

of personal sin (James 4:2) described above. 

Sin is no trivial matter. Far from the concept of 

sin being outdated, it is so highly relevant as to 

qualify as our most urgent need in the 

transformation of rational (1 John 1:7) thinking. Not 

only will we all stand before the judgement of a 

holy God at the close of this world, but present 

reality confronts us with the truth that a life which 

ignores or disobeys God’s purposes issues in 

brokenness at a number of levels. No one at all is 

exempt from the judgment that, whether we open 

our lives to Scripture or ignore God’s revealed 

Word altogether, we all are guilty of disobeying 

what we at bottom know to be true.  

When God sent His Son into the world to die on 

the cross, He was not delving into trivialities, but 

addressing our most profound need of all, namely 

that we both have our sins forgiven and our lives 

restored back to the One for whom we were made, 

our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. However, 

understanding the problem He came to address is a 

vital step to being receptive to the gift He came to 

bring.  

Your servant Pastor,  

Gary Jensen  

 
[1] Christians include ourselves among the sinful (Rom 7:14) 
even as we are also redeemed in Christ (7:24-5).  

[2] John West. Darwin Day in America: how our Politics and 
Culture are Being Dehumanized in the Name of Science. (ISI 
Books, 2007). I hasten to highlight West’s ultimate point that 
Darwinism is not real science. 
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Holy Week 

Sunday, March 25th, Palm Sunday 

8 & 10:30 a.m. Worship 

 

Thursday, March 29th, Maundy Thursday 

7 p.m. Worship with Holy Communion 

 

Friday, March 30th, Good Friday 

7 p.m. Worship 

 

Sunday, April 1st, Easter Sunday 

8 & 10:30 a.m. Worship with Holy Communion 

9:15-10:15 a.m. Easter Breakfast Potluck - No 

Sunday School or Bible Class 

 

 

 

 

Easter Breakfast – April 1st!  

Come join us in fellowship Easter morning! 

There will be a potluck breakfast in the Parish 

Hall between the 8 and 10:30 a.m. services (9:15 

– 10:15 a.m.). The youth usually provide 

cinnamon rolls, milk, juice, and will get the coffee 

ready.  

Please plan to bring breakfast items for the 

potluck! Ideas include: breakfast casseroles, egg 

dishes, ham, fruit, pastries, muffins, bagels, etc.  

Everyone is invited to attend. Come share the joy 

of our risen Savior in fellowship together!  

 

 
 

Flowers for Easter! 

Looking ahead to Easter, please plan to bring 

plants, Easter lilies, and other beautiful spring 

flowers to decorate the church for Easter. Bring 

the flowers to the church on Palm Sunday or 

anytime during Holy Week (March 25 – 30). The 

plants can be placed in the sacristy (the room 

behind the screen) or given to an usher. 

If you’d like to have the plants back after the 

10:30 service on Easter day, then please label 

them with your name. Thanks to everyone for 

your gracious donations! 

 

  

ZIG (Zion’s Intergenerational Group)  
[from Lisa Tuengel] 

Join us Sunday, April 8th, for ZIG!  

ZIG stands for Zion’s Intergenerational 

Group. This is an opportunity to gather 

with your church family at the group 

opening for our Christian education time. All ages 

from our adult Bible class and our Sunday school 

classes are invited to get together in the Parish Hall 

Sunday mornings at 9:30 a.m.  

We’ll look for you there! 

 

 

 

Thank You 

Thank you to all those who helped with the soup 

suppers during Lent. We are grateful for your gifts 

offered to God in service to others.  
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Spring Bible Studies!  

* The Sunday morning Bible class meets at 9:30 

a.m. in the Parish Hall Meeting Room, studying 

the Basics of Stewardship. This study is led by 

Gary Gable. 

* Men’s Bible Breakfast will resume on April 4th. 

They meet on Wednesdays at 7 a.m. at the 

Collector’s Choice Restaurant, 215 Cypress 

Avenue in Snohomish. Men of any age are 

invited.  

* The Ladies' Bible study is Daniel by Beth 

Moore on Wednesdays 9:15-10:15 a.m. We meet 

at Jana Ostlund’s house (7124 60th St SE, 

Snohomish). Anyone who wants to join should 

contact Jana (425-397-9339 or 

djswostlund@juno.com). 

* Between the Testaments Bible study on 

Thursdays at 9:15 a.m. will not meet until further 

notice.  

* Youth meet at Michelle’s house (13020 Hwy. 2, 

Snohomish) at 7 p.m. on Saturdays for a fun 

movie-based Bible study. Questions? Need 

directions? Call or text Michelle! 425-501-4925 

or message Michelle Bartelheimer on Facebook. 

Looking forward to seeing you there! 

 

 

 

Community Kitchen  

Zion is providing the Snohomish 

Community Kitchen meal on 

Monday, April 2nd. We can 

always use more help when we 

serve! We begin the meal 

preparations at 2 p.m. and begin clean-up at 5 p.m. 

Thank you so much to those who helped last month. 

If you need more information or would like to help, 

please contact Carolyn Jensen (360-568-9384) or 

Janet Zwar (425-346-3565). 

The Snohomish Community Kitchen offers a FREE 

meal every Monday and Thursday from 4:30 – 6 

p.m. at St. John’s Episcopal Church, 913 2nd Street 

in Snohomish. Everyone is welcome! 

 

Thoughts from an Elder 

This month I would like to share something that 

was sent to me by a friend. 

 

Today's thought from the Hazelden Betty Ford 

Foundation is: 

 

We have no right to ask when sorrow comes, "Why 

did this happen to me?" unless we ask the same 

question for every moment of happiness that comes 

our way. 

--Author unknown 

 

A millionaire wanted his son to understand that the 

world was made up of those who had great 

happiness in the world because they never wanted 

for anything, and those who lived in unhappiness 

because their struggles were never-ending. He 

asked one of his lowest-paid workers if his son 

could stay for a weekend, and the employee agreed. 

 

When the weekend was over, the millionaire picked 

up his son. On the way home he asked his son, 

"What did you learn about how others live?"  

"A lot," the boy replied as he sat with his shoulders 

slumped, "We have a dog, but they have three dogs 

and a couple of cats. They even have chickens and 

ducks and a donkey. We have a swimming pool, but 

they have this great big lake. We have a deck, but 

they have a back yard that stretches for miles and 

miles. And at dinner, they all sit around a table and 

laugh and talk together." 

 

The millionaire sat in silence, listening to his son. "I 

guess the lesson I learned, Dad, is how poor we 

really are." 

 

Rather than rue what I do not have, I will be happy 

for all that I have been given. 

 

In His Service,  

Richard Hellman 

 

mailto:djswostlund@juno.com
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Milepost #10 

Walking the Trail with Your Servant 
Leader 

 
 

God’s Peace be with you. Spring is here!! AND, we 

have some warm sunshine to walk in together on 

this trail. There is so much new growth of plants, 

trees, and flowers to look at. I’m reminded of the 

Stewardship Bible Study that we’re involved in at 

church. I’m ALSO reminded how imperfect I am in 

living up to the standards God requires of me. The 

Bible tells the story of how Eve then Adam bought 

into the devil’s lie and tried to usurp God’s place as 

owner (Creator) of all things. Life around us today 

is so messed up when it comes to being a good 

steward of God’s creation.  

The only thing that makes sense is that God so 

loved Adam and Eve, (and everyone born since 

then), that He made a special promise to bring fallen 

mankind back to perfection again. God promised He 

would send His one and only Son to come with the 

ability to pay the price of defeating death to redeem 

His pinnacle of creation, human male and female. It 

was Jesus Christ who said “Yes” to coming to earth, 

being born in human form, living the perfect life as 

our example (which includes stewardship) and meet 

head on the consequences of original sin, that being 

death itself. He conquered death and was raised 

from the dead keeping His promise from Genesis 

3:15. 

I know that our bodies will die on this earth. I also 

now know that the promise made to Nicodemus was 

for all mankind to hear and believe 

that anyone who believes these 

words of God and is baptized into 

Christ will be saved for Heaven.  

It’s been great walking with you 

today. It would also be great of 

someone would put up a 

refreshment stand along the trail, 

don’t you think? 

A part of the Fishnet, 

Gary Gable 

 

Evangelism Notes & Follow Ups 

We have been talking about fishin’ and entertaining 

strangers the last few months. What do you do 

when you hook into one seeking the Gospel and a 

relationship builds? 

“Love sinners. Don’t demonize sinners. Let God do 

that. He calls you to care for them, love them and 

help them through. Sit by the well with them (John 

4 – Jesus and the Woman of Samaria). Don’t push 

them in.” (LW Feb 2018, p.11) 

“Be merciful as your Father in 

heaven is merciful (Luke 

6:36).” 

Many Thanks & Blessings to the individuals who 

greet our visiting strangers! It is a great feeling to 

see a visitor come back and they smile and 

recognize you! They are less of a stranger and a 

Blessing toward building the body of Christ at Zion 

Evangelical Lutheran Church (ZELC). This leads to 

the many vocations we have in the ZELC 

Congregation and the Blessings in their usage. 

“For God has not destined us for 

wrath, but to obtain salvation 

through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

who died for us so that whether we are awake or 

asleep we might live with him. Therefore encourage 

one another and build one another up, just as you 

are doing. (I Thess. 5:9-11) 

So what happens when you hook a fish? Awaken 

with the excitement! 

Blessings in this Easter Season and have a stranger 

greet you and smile back at you! 

Norm Anderson, Evangelism Elder @ ZELC 

 

 

 

LWML Bible Study / Meeting . [from Kathy Gable] 

The regular meeting of the Lutheran Women’s 

Missionary League (LWML) will be on Tuesday, 

April 3rd, at 2 p.m. Miriam Hansen will begin the 

meeting with a Bible Study from the new Quarterly 

for Spring. The meeting will follow. We invite all 

ladies to join us for this special time together. 
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Newsletter & Sunday Bulletin Deadlines 

The Newsletter Deadline is Monday, 

April 23rd, for the MAY 2018 

Newsletter! 

All items for the Sunday bulletin must be received 

in the church office by Noon on Thursdays. Thanks! 

 

 

 

Retirees’ Potluck & Program 
[from Laraine Hunt] 

Please join us for our next 

Retirees’ potluck on Thursday, 

April 26th, at Noon in the 

Parish Hall Meeting Room.  

Hear how mason and honey bees contribute to 

backyard bounty. Tim and Debbie Ade will be 

out guest speakers. 

Feel free to bring guests (friends, casual 

acquaintances, family, and neighbors) and 

remember to bring your own place settings and 

plenty of potluck food to share (home cooked or 

store bought is all welcome)! 

Everyone is welcome – you don’t have to be retired 

to come! If you have any questions, call Laraine 

Hunt at 360-568-6219.  

 

 

 

Trustees Notes: 

* Please no beverages in the church sanctuary 

(including coffee or water bottles). 

* Reminder to those using the kitchen, please close 

the window and door when you are finished. This 

helps keep runaway balls from flying in, possibly 

breaking items in the kitchen. 

* Please put all dishes away when done, leaving the 

kitchen ready for the next group using the 

facilities.  

* Any towels used need to be laundered and 

returned. THANKS! 

 

 

 

Member Update:  

Congratulations to Kel Peyton. She was accepted to 

Ohio State University's residency program in 

emergency medicine on March 16. She will start her 

training this summer. She will be graduating from 

University of Minnesota Medical School with her 

doctorate in medicine on May 4, 2018.  

 

 

 

Scrip/Gift Cards Support Zion Lutheran 
School  

Did you know you can buy cash 

cards for many stores during 

coffee time Sunday mornings in 

the Parish Hall?  

When you purchase a cash card, 

funds between 2-15% of the value of the card are 

generated for Zion Lutheran School. Zion Lutheran 

Church is donating its share (also 2-15% of value of 

card) back to the school.  

The cards are worth the value you pay for them. 

This is a great way to purchase your groceries, gas, 

or buy gift cards and raise funds at the same time.  

 

 

 

Box Tops for Education  

It’s easy to earn cash for Zion 

Lutheran School every time 

you shop for groceries. Clip 

Box Tops from hundreds of your favorite products. 

Each Box Tops coupon is worth 10¢ for your 

school—and that adds up fast! Box tops earnings 

can be used to purchase anything from playground 

equipment to classroom supplies!  

There is a collection box in the church narthex or 

give them to any school teacher or parent. Thank 

you for your help! 

 

 

 

Save the Date 

Bethany's Taste of the Northwest 

Friday, May 11th - 5:30 to 9 pm 

Angel of the Winds Arena at Everett (Formally 
Xfinity Center, Everett)  

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=box+tops+clip+art&id=63606D3DD30FB997202009C7526D0F3246556080&FORM=IQFRBA
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Our Father in heaven sent His Son, Jesus, to be our 

savior. His atoning sacrifice is the firstfruits of all 

the dead, a pleasing aroma to His Father – and ours 

– so that His perfect life and death count for all who 

believe in Him.  

He claimed us as His own children in Holy 

Baptism. He sustains and strengthens our faith with 

His Holy Word and His Body and Blood. As new 

creatures, who have put on Christ, we bear good 

fruit. We do the good works prepared for us, which 

He makes known to us in His Word.  

By faith then, trusting in the Word of God, we do 

what he says because He does not lie and always 

keeps His promises. For “without faith it is 

impossible to please God, because anyone who 

comes to him must believe that he exists and that he 

rewards those who earnestly seek him” (Heb. 11:6).  

And so the Lord promises: “Honor the Lord with 

your wealth and with the firstfruits of all your 

produce; then your barns will be filled with plenty, 

and your vats will be bursting with wine” (Prov. 

3:9-10).  

How do we honor the Lord with the wealth that God 

has given us in His generosity? By giving it 

generously to those whom the Lord has called us to 

love and support: your family, your society, and 

your church. And His promise is that in so doing, 

you will never lack. 

I can almost hear it now: “But that’s from the Old 

Testament!” But our Lord Jesus Himself gives us 

similar promises in the New Testament. He says, at 

the conclusion of the parable of the talents, “For to 

everyone who has will more be given, and he will 

have an abundance” (Matt. 25:29).  

And then at the end of the parable of the dishonest 

manager, he says: “One who is faithful in a very 

little is also faithful in much, and one who is 

dishonest in a very little is also dishonest in much. 

If then you have not been faithful in the unrighteous 

wealth, who will entrust to you the true riches? And 

if you have not been faithful in that which is 

another’s, who will give you that which is your 

own? No servant can serve two masters, for either 

he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be 

devoted to the one and despise the other. You 

cannot serve God and money” (Luke 16:10–13).  

And in His sermon on the mount, he says: “Do not 

lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth 

and rust destroy and where thieves break in and 

steal, but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, 

where neither moth nor rust destroys and where 

thieves do not break in and steal. For where your 

treasure is, there your heart will be also” (Matt. 

6:19–21). 

We have become conditioned against these 

promises because of their misuse by the peddlers of 

the prosperity gospel – the guys on TV who say you 

get rich by putting God in your debt. And thus, we 

miss out on the fact that God does reward temporal 

faithfulness in temporal matters with temporal 

blessings.  

It’s no quid pro quo. It’s all from God’s grace, His 

fatherly divine goodness and mercy. But those Bible 

passages just quoted do in fact say what they say! 

It’s not the Old Testament’s problem. It’s ours. It is 

almost as if we have become so jaded against this 

that we think it a virtue to be stingy with our 

offerings. 

But our Father in heaven still loves to bless those 

who bless others. He loves to give to those who 

give freely and generously. In fact, he challenges us 

to challenge Him: “Bring the full tithe into the 

storehouse, that there may be food in my house. 

And thereby put me to the test, says the Lord of 

hosts, if I will not open the windows of heaven for 

you and pour down for you a blessing until there is 

no more need” (Mal. 3:10). 

And so, while we don’t give so that we would get, 

we do receive from the Lord in order to give, and 

He will bless your giving with more receiving. 

For “He who did not spare his own Son but gave 

him up for us all, how will he not also with him 

graciously give us all things” (Rom. 8:32)? 

Source is LCMS Stewardship Resources at https://blogs.lcms.org/2018/lcms-

stewardship-ministry-newsletter-article-and-bulletin-blurbs-april-2018 

 

 

 

April 2018 ~ LCMS Stewardship Ministry 
 

https://blogs.lcms.org/2018/lcms-stewardship-ministry-newsletter-article-and-bulletin-blurbs-april-2018
https://blogs.lcms.org/2018/lcms-stewardship-ministry-newsletter-article-and-bulletin-blurbs-april-2018
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Nord Est Haiti Lutheran Mission 

Greetings,  

"We have not had rain since December!" explained 

Rev. Paul. This is the normal dry season that 

normally ends in May. The agriculture has slowed 

down with no rain. However, the ministry is 

presently harvesting pineapples. Rev. Paul 

explained pineapples were able to get well 

established and are sturdy plants. He also said they 

were able to buy two cows. This allows further 

development of the ministries agricultural pursuits. 

These are the first cattle with this ministry.  

The Haitian government has supplied a pipe to the 

girls' home that provides potable water. Rev. Paul 

explained that the girls' home is one of two places 

that area of Ouanaminthe with this good water.  The 

community people who are close have access to this 

source of water. We are pleased that Les Maison 

des Agneaux Dieu Orphlinat (MADO-The House of 

the Lambs of God Orphanage) was selected to 

receive this water pipe that will serve their 

neighbors.  

Clynie (Rev. Paul's wife) was in Santiago, 

Dominican Republic, when I called helping Elanie 

(the young lady who is studying medicine) to obtain 

good housing.  Rev. Paul explained, "We are trying 

to find a church family for her to live with to make 

her situation better." I had not heard of problems. 

We wish them well on obtaining a safe place to 

live.  

Previous Nord Est Haiti Lutheran Mission 

(NEHLM) Liaison, Ben Wiseman, is now residing 

in Cap Haitain, Haiti, working for "Meds and Food 

for Kids," MFK. This is an exciting opportunity to 

work with a organization that explains their work 

with the following: "Working to end malnutrition 

and ignite economic development in Haiti." We are 

interested to hear about his experience.  

Rev. Paul's church tries to prepare baptismal 

candidates for Easter Sunday. When I inquired 

about this, Rev. Paul reported, "Yes, Yves is 

preparing some people in Baja to be baptized on 

Easter." Praise God! The Word of the Lord 

continues to grow.  

God's peace,  

Rev. Sam Wiseman  

NEHLM Pastoral Adviser 

 

LWML Lap Robes for Veterans 

       

Zion’s LWML (Lutheran Women’s Missionary 

League) makes lap robes for veterans. Here are 

some vets with Barbara Billington with a couple of 

the lap robes. They are given to the Everett vet 

center. The people are so thankful. Some will be 

dispersed in Seattle. 

 
Mighty Mites at Work 

Mites (coins, dollars, and checks) collected in 

LWML Mite Boxes fund mission grants. 

At the Washington – Alaska District LWML 

Convention in June 2016, delegates selected 

mission grant recipients for the 2016 – 2018 

biennium totaling $90,000. 

At the national level the 2017 – 2019 biennium 

mission goal is $2,075,000. 

With God, ALL things are 
possible! With God, we WILL 

reach and exceed our mite goals!  

 
Personal Care Kits .......... [from Paula Lauterbach] 

The deadline is coming quickly 

for the personal care kits to be 

completed. We are still in need of items to complete 

these kits. Adult toothbrushes, combs, nail clippers 

and bath size bath soaps. These personal care kits 

are sent back to Baltimore to Lutheran World Relief 

for distribution where disasters have left people 

homeless. These kits are given to victims enabling 

them the ability to have some personal hygiene. 

Please leave items in the narthex, the church office, 

or give them to a member of LWML. If shopping is 

a chore, money can be given to one of the ladies. 

We will happily do the shopping for you. 

https://www.facebook.com/barbara.billington3
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Mt. Baker Zone 
Lutheran Women’s Missionary League 

 

Spring Joyshop 
How beautiful are the feet of those that bring the good news. Romans 

10:14 

 
Saturday, April 21, 2018 

9 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. 

Zion Lutheran Church 
330 Union Avenue, Snohomish 98290 

 
Please join us:  

Registration: 8:30 – 9 a.m. 
Coffee and snacks will be provided. Please bring a sack lunch. 

In-gathering: For the Snohomish Food Bank. 
Special items needed: adult diapers, Boost, Ensure, etc. 
Diapers for babies and any canned food items or cereal. 

 
      

Kim Wagner, Motivational Humorist will be the guest speaker. 

Despite being diagnosed in 2011 with stage 3 breast cancer, Kim Wagner defines herself as an authentic 

celebrator of life! She engages individuals and organizations with powerful, hilarious messages.  A 

storyteller extraordinaire, she encourages her audiences to find joy, hope and reason to celebrate every day 

we are given. Kim Wagner has been speaking and writing professionally for 16 years. Her book, Saying 

Goodbye to the Girls: A Light Look at the Dark Side of Cancer was released in May of 2015 and is a 

must-read for anyone dealing with cancer. She speaks of "heart stuff" pertaining to the big picture once a 

life-changing diagnosis is given, sharing her personal experiences. Her message is that there is joy in the 

cancer journey, laughter in tears, and that life is too precious not to celebrate. She presents to women's groups 

and health/medical organizations across the nation.  

Wagner holds degrees in Speech/Theatre and Business Administration. Recently relocating from Fargo, 

North Dakota to the Pacific Northwest, Kim lives with her Lutheran pastor husband and two dogs in 

Bellingham, Washington. They have four adult children and four grandchildren.   

www.kimwagnerspeaks.com ~ 360.306.7283  

A heartfelt and compelling memoir, SAYING 

GOODBYE TO THE GIRLS, written by Kim 

Wagner, proves that in life’s most challenging 

times, every day is worth celebrating.  

Dealing with a stage-3 cancer diagnosis, Kim 

interweaves her poignant and often humorous breast 

cancer story with her on-going blog to share an 

amazing, faith-filled perspective on “life without the 

girls.”  

Kim will have her books available. 

At the Joyshop there will also be a 

presentation on L.A.S.S.I.E. 

Witnessing. What’s it all about? The Every One 

His Witness Lutheran evangelism program puts 

sound doctrine into practical action for sharing 

the faith with people in our everyday lives. 

Participants learn: What is witnessing? Why do 

we witness? And the “how-to” of witnessing 

using the LASSIE approach — Listen-Ask-Seek-

Share-Invite-Encourage. 

http://www.kimwagnerspeaks.com/
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11 Barbara Billington 

12 Ken Heike  

13 Janet Zwar  

14 Betty Heike  

14 Kyler Larchick  

21 Kristopher Leisten  

22 Katie Larchick  

25 Marcia Ohlde  

27 Jennifer Conway  

28 Pastor Gary Jensen  

29 Jacob Goforth 

 

 

 
In case of pastoral emergency contact: 

Pastor Gary Jensen at the church office (360-
586-2700) or home (425-212-9337) or cell 
phone (206-914-3593) or one of the Elders: 

Norm Anderson ........................... 425-948-7575 

Gene Berner ............................... 360-568-5970 

Wayne Franz ............................... 425-334-5184 

John Hansen ............................... 425-397-7324 

Richard Hellman (director) .......... 425-232-7666 
 

 

 

OFFICIAL ACTS  
for March 2018: 

Official Count: 

 204 Communicant Members 

 30 Baptized Only 

 234 TOTAL 
 

 

 

Lutherans for Life 

“Jesus has really, truly, physically 

been raised from the dead! And 

God stakes His entire reputation on 

these historical Easter facts! Luke 

was no liar, the women were not delusional, and the 

angels are no myth. God proclaims His Easter truth 

to us so that we may know and believe that in Jesus 

all our sin is forgiven, death has gone to die, the 

devil has been defeated, and life lasts forever!” 

Pastor Jonathan Kruschel, St. John Lutheran 

Church, Redwood Falls, Minnesota – A Life Quote 

from Lutherans For Life • www.lutheransforlife.org 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

APRIL Wedding Anniversaries 

April 4 ...... Marvin & Darlene Wognild  

 16 ...... Kishore & Radhika Vemulapalli 

 28 ...... Norm & Becky Anderson  

 

Every effort is made to keep the birthday and 

anniversary lists up to date. If there is an error, 

or your name does not appear on these lists, 

please call the church office at 360-568-2700. 
 

 

My Birthday Gift to Christ 

The fund called “My Birthday Gift to Christ” is 

used for scholarship grants to those who wish 

to accept a call to become a pastor, teacher, or 

other church worker in the Lutheran Church—

Missouri Synod. It is open to young people 

(and older ones too) who wish to attend our 

colleges and seminaries for this purpose. Thank 

you to those who have so faithfully contributed 

to this fund on their birthdays.  

The following people are celebrating birthdays 

in April. May you have a happy birthday!  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

  

Parish News 
 
 
 

2 Madison Balser  

5 Angela Balser  

5 Carissa Jackman  

5 Cassandra Jackman  

5 Melissa Jackman  

5 Lee Ohlde  

7 Judy Bosse  

8 Josh Goforth  

8 Natalie Ohlde  

10 Duane Kuhlman (90) 

10 Marion Stocker  

http://www.lutheransforlife.org/
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A Wave of Confessions Saves a 
Church 

At last he had his chance. Clutching his prepared 

statement in his hand, Mark sat down in the front 

pew, ready to get even with the elders (all names 

have been changed). 

Six months earlier they had refused to support his 

promotion to senior pastor. They had stood silently 

by when Mark was slandered in a congregational 

meeting. Worst of all, some of them had repeatedly 

talked about him behind his back, voicing their 

doubts about his ability to fill the shoes of their 

retiring pastor. 

After months of escalating tension, the elders finally 

called in a team of trained conciliators. During two 

three-day visits, the conciliators taught 

peacemaking to the congregation, facilitated 

personal discussions, and encouraged Mark and the 

elders to set an example for the church by 

acknowledging their own contributions to the 

problem. 

But Mark could not let go of his belief that the 

elders’ repeated sins against him far outweighed his 

few mistakes. 

Now, with the second set of weekend meetings 

drawing to a close, the elders were going to make a 

corporate confession of their wrongs to the 

congregation. Their prepared statement did not go 

as far as Mark and his wife thought it should, 

however, so he and Donna planned to publicly 

elaborate on the elders’ sins against them. 

As the service began, one of the conciliators 

preached a brief message on reconciliation and then 

explained the goals and format of the meeting. He 

then gave the microphone to the head elder. 

Reading from a prepared statement, he 

acknowledged several ways that the elders had 

wronged Pastor Mark. 

Then he looked straight at Mark and Donna and 

said, “We have sinned against you both and caused 

you great pain. We are so very sorry.” It was 

evident from the tears in his eyes and the emotion in 

his voice that he was speaking from his heart. 

Then another elder stepped up, confessed his own 

sins, and asked for forgiveness from the associate 

pastor and the congregation. A third elder did the 

same. The conciliators had expected only two or 

three them to speak, but before long seven of the 

nine elders had come forward to add their personal 

confessions to the statement that had already been 

read. 

Mark was battling with his thoughts. He was still 

angry and hurt, but the elders’ words had put a 

crack in the wall he had built around his heart. His 

wife sensed that he needed a few moments to 

collect his thoughts, so she stood up and stepped to 

the microphone. 

Turning to the elders, Donna said, “I came here 

tonight planning to tell everyone how much you 

have hurt Mark and me. But in the last few minutes, 

God has shown me how wrong I have been. I finally 

understand what the Lord has been trying to tell me 

in 1 John 3:15. By holding onto my hatred, I have 

been murdering each of you in my heart for months. 

I am so much guiltier than you are. I do forgive you, 

and I ask you to forgive me.” 

As she walked back to her seat, Donna’s face 

showed the freedom she felt. Her bitterness had 

been washed away. 

 

 

 

 

 

Reconciliation – Peacemaking Message 

Relational Wisdom 360 is a regular e-mail that is published by Ken Sande. We 

hope you enjoy this month’s excerpt. For more information on Relational Wisdom 

360 please visit their website or subscribe to the e-mail at www. RW360.org. 

 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20John%203.15
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Mark’s feet felt like they were made of lead as he 

rose and walked toward the microphone. The war in 

his heart was building to a climax. He could hold 

onto his anger and try to get even with the elders for 

the pain they had caused him, or he could find 

freedom and peace by forgiving them and 

confessing his own wrongs. With growing emotion, 

he realized that he could not do both. 

“Help me, God,” he silently prayed as he reached 

the microphone. Suddenly his fingers opened and 

his notes fell to the floor. Turning to face the elders, 

he spoke words that he had never expected to say 

that night. 

“Donna was wrong. I am actually the guiltiest 

person of all. As associate pastor I should have set 

an example of humility and submission. I should 

have trusted God to work through the elders and the 

congregation to select the next senior pastor of this 

church. Instead, I let my desire for this position 

control me, so I took matters into my own hands.” 

“I exalted myself and became defensive when 

people raised honest concerns about my abilities. I 

became angry that people were talking about me 

behind my back, but then I did exactly the same 

thing. Instead of going to talk personally with those 

who had spoken against me, I avoided them and 

wallowed in resentment. Even when some people 

asked for my forgiveness, I refused to give it.” 

“I have failed miserably as your pastor. And worst 

of all, I dragged Donna into my bitterness. I ask 

God for his forgiveness, and I hope that he will give 

you grace to forgive me, too.” 

The elders rose as one man to embrace Mark. 

Reaching out, they drew Donna into the circle. 

Then another voice was heard behind them. Two 

additional microphones had been placed before the 

congregation. An elderly man stood before one of 

them, wanting to take his share of the blame. Before 

he was done speaking, a woman had moved to the 

other microphone, compelled by the same Spirit to 

find peace through confession. Then another and 

another confessed sin, slander, divisiveness and 

hardness of heart. Everyone pointed to himself or 

herself. Each person became his own accuser. 

 

After forty-five minutes of confession, quietness 

fell over the congregation. One of the conciliators 

closed the meeting in prayer. When he finished, he 

sensed that God was not done working. So he 

suggested that people turn around and greet one 

other with the exhilarating truth, “The Lord has 

forgiven all your sins!” 

The people shared this good news with each other 

and hugged and talked for so long that the 

conciliators finally made a quiet exit. They knew 

that these people were in good hands—God’s 

hands. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Reflection Questions 

• How does the story given above illustrate 
the “Golden Result,” which is, “People will 
usually treat you the way you treat them.” 

• Have you ever been part of a church that 
struggled with prolonged conflict? How did 
the sinful behavior of a few people fuel 
similar behavior in others? 

• How does prolonged conflict in a church 
impact that church’s public reputation and 
witness for Christ? 

• Have you ever seen a church recover from 
prolonged conflict without forcing the pastor 
or other people to leave? What was it that 
turned things around? 

• If you know of a church that has been 
struggling with conflict, please forward this 
blog post to them … gifted assistance is 
readily available! 

 
Permission to distribute: Please feel free to download, print, 
or electronically share this message in its entirety for non-
commercial purposes with as many people as you like. If you 
wish to adapt the questions to better suit your group, please 
include a parenthetical note (Questions adapted with 
permission of RW360) and send a copy to mail@rw360.org. 

© 2018 Ken Sande 
 
By Ken Sande March 12, 2018  

https://rw360.org/author/admin/


April 2018 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
1                  Easter Day 

8 am Traditional Worship/ 
Communion 

9:15 am Easter Breakfast Potluck 
(PH) – No Sunday School or Bible 

Class 
10 a.m. Contemporary Worship 

Music Practice (CH) 
10:30 am Contemporary Worship/ 

Communion 
 

2  
4:30 p.m. Community Kitchen 

- at St. John’s Episcopal, 
Snoh. (2 p.m. meal prep./5 

p.m. clean up) 
 

4 p.m. Bell Choir (CH) ?? 
 

6 p.m. Choir Rehearsal (PH) 

3  
 
 

2 p.m. LWML Bible 
Study/Mtg. (PHMR) 

 

4 7 a.m. Men’s Bible Breakfast  

(Collector’s Choice Restaurant) 

9 a.m. – 1 p.m. Project Linus 
Quilting (PHMR) 

9:15 a.m. Women’s Bible Class 
(Jana Ostlund’s home) 

9:30 a.m. LWR Quilting (Stage) 

5  
 

12:45-2 p.m. Acad. of Snoh. 
Chapel (PHMR) 

 

7 p.m. Trustees (PHMR) 
 

6   April 6, 1924 Zion Lutheran  

Church building dedicated 
 

8:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m. L.E.A.F. 
Homeschool Association (All 

facilities) 
 

2 p.m. – Stage Clean-up (PH) 
 

2:30 – 5:30 p.m. L.E.A.F. Play 
Practice (PH) 

7  
 

7 p.m. Youth Group (Michelle 
Bartelheimer’s home) 

 
 

8        2nd Sunday of Easter 

Snohomish Men’s Chorus 

8 am Traditional Worship 
9:30 am ZIG! Combined Sunday 
School/Bible Class Opening (PH) 
10 a.m. Contemporary Worship 

Music Practice (CH) 
10:30 am Contemporary Worship 

9  
 

8am–1pm Acad. of Snoh. (PH 
– Rooms 8 & 9) 

 

4 p.m. Bell Choir (CH) ?? 
 

6 p.m. Choir Rehearsal (PH) 
 

7 p.m. Bd. of Directors 
Meeting (PHMR) 

 

10  
8am–1pm Acad. of Snoh. 

(PH – Rms. 8 & 9) 
 

9 – 11:30 a.m. Braille Work 
(Immanuel Lutheran, 

Everett) 
 

9 a.m. – 1 p.m. Circuit 
Pastors’ Meeting 

 

1 – 4 p.m. L.E.A.F. Play 
Practice (PH) 

 

11 7 a.m. Men’s Bible Breakfast  

(Collector’s Choice Restaurant) 

8am–1pm Acad. of Snoh. (PH – 
Rooms 8 & 9) 

9 a.m. – 1 p.m. Project Linus 
Quilting (PHMR) 

9:15 a.m. Women’s Bible Class 
(Jana Ostlund’s home) 

9:30 a.m. LWR Quilting (Stage) 
 

1 – 4 p.m. L.E.A.F. Play Practice 
(PH) 

12  
 
8am–1pm Acad. of Snoh. (PH 

– Rooms 8 & 9) 
 

12:45-2 p.m. Acad. of Snoh. 
Chapel (PH – Room 8) 

 

1 – 4 p.m. L.E.A.F. Play 
Practice (PH) 

13  
 
8:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m. L.E.A.F. 
Homeschool Association (All 

facilities) 
 

4 – 7 p.m. L.E.A.F. Play 
Practice (PH) 

 

7 – 10 p.m. L.E.A.F. Play 

Performance & Clean-up (PH) 

14  
 

 
7 p.m. Youth Group (Michelle 

Bartelheimer’s home) 
 
 

15        3rd Sunday of Easter 

8 am Traditional Worship/ 
Communion 

9:30 am Sunday School/Bible Class 
10 a.m. Contemporary Worship 

Music Practice (CH) 
10:30 am Contemporary Worship/ 

Communion 
1 – 3 p.m. Junior Holstein Meeting 

(CH – Rooms 2, 3 - 4) 
 

16  
Newsletter Deadline! 

 

8am–1pm Acad. of Snoh. (PH 
– Rms. 8 & 9) 

 

11 a.m. – Puppet Show (PH) 
 

4 p.m. Bell Choir (CH) ?? 
 

6 p.m. Choir Rehearsal (PH) 
 

7 p.m. 4 – H Meeting (CH – 
rooms 2 – 4) 

17  
 

8am–1pm Acad. of Snoh. 
(PH – Rms. 8 & 9) 

 
7 p.m. Youth Confirmation 

(CO) 
 

7 p.m. Valley Spinners (PH) 
 

18 7 a.m. Men’s Bible Breakfast  

(Collector’s Choice Restaurant) 
 8am–1pm Acad. of Snoh. (PH – 

Rooms 8 & 9) 

9 a.m. – 1 p.m. Project Linus 
Quilting (PHMR) 

9:15 a.m. Women’s Bible Class 
(Jana Ostlund’s home) 

9:30 a.m. LWR Quilting (Stage) 

19  
8am–1pm Acad. of Snoh. (PH 

– Rooms 8 & 9) 
 

12:45-2 p.m. Acad. of Snoh. 
Chapel (PHMR) 

 

20  
 
8:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m. L.E.A.F. 
Homeschool Association (All 

facilities) 

 
 

21  
 

8:30 a.m. – 2 p.m. Mt. Baker 
Zone Joyshop (PH)) 

 

7 p.m. Youth Group (Michelle 
Bartelheimer’s home) 

 
 

22        4th Sunday of Easter 

8 am Traditional Worship 
9:30 am Sunday School/Bible Class 

10 a.m. Contemporary Worship 
Music Practice (CH) 

10:30 am Contemporary Worship 

23  
 

8am–1pm Acad. of Snoh. (PH 
– Rooms 8 & 9)  

 

4 p.m. Bell Choir (CH) ?? 
 

6 p.m. Choir Rehearsal (PH) 
 

 

24  
 

8am–1pm Acad. of Snoh. 
(PH – Rms. 8 & 9) 

 
7 p.m. Youth Confirmation 

(CO) 

 

25 7 a.m. Men’s Bible Breakfast  

(Collector’s Choice Restaurant) 
 8am–1pm Acad. of Snoh. (PH – 

Rooms 8 & 9) 

9 a.m. – 1 p.m. Project Linus 
Quilting (PHMR) 

9:15 a.m. Women’s Bible Class 
(Jana Ostlund’s home) 

9:30 a.m. LWR Quilting (Stage)  

26  
8am–1pm Acad. of Snoh. (PH 

– Rooms 8 & 9) 
 

Noon – Retirees (PHMR) 
 

12:45-2 p.m. Acad. of Snoh. 
Chapel (PH – Room 8) 

 

27  
 
8:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m. L.E.A.F. 
Homeschool Association (All 

facilities) 

 
 

28  
 

7 p.m. Youth Group (Michelle 
Bartelheimer’s home) 

 
 

29        5th Sunday of Easter 

8 am Traditional Worship 
9:30 am Sunday School/Bible Class 

10 a.m. Contemporary Worship 
Music Practice (CH) 

10:30 am Contemporary Worship 

 

30  
 

8am–1pm Acad. of Snoh. (PH 
– Rooms 8 & 9)  

 

4 p.m. Bell Choir (CH) ?? 
 

6 p.m. Choir Rehearsal (PH) 
 

 

 

  

Zion Ev. Lutheran Church 
331 Union Ave. 
Snohomish, WA 98290 
Church office: 360-568-2700 
snohomishsecretary@gmail.com 

CH = Church (360-568-2855) 
CO = Church Office (360-568-2700) 
PH = Parish Hall (360-568-6420) 
PHMR = Parish Hall Meeting Room 
ZLS = Zion Lutheran School (425-334-5064) 

 ---------------------------------- Academy of Snohomish – Spring Break ----------------------------
------ 



April 2018 Page | 15 

Call to Worship Zion Lutheran Church 

Servants in God’s House for April 2018 
 April 1 

Easter Day 

April 8 
2nd Sunday of Easter 

April 15 
3rd Sunday of Easter 

April 22 
4th Sunday of Easter 

April 29 
5th Sunday of Easter 

Elders:      8am John Hansen Gene Berner Richard Hellman Gene Berner Wayne Franz 

10:30am Wayne Franz Norm Anderson John Hansen Norm Anderson Richard Hellman 

Ushers:    8am Ken Heike, Larry Heike Jerry Sturlaugson Ken Heike, Marlin Heike Herman Bosse Ken Lauterbach 

10:30am Bud Adams, Harlin Keil Thad Zwar Bud Adams, Harlin Keil Andrew Bartelheimer Volunteer needed 

Greeters: 8am Herman & Judy Bosse Ken & Julie Heike Larry Heike Gary & Kathy Gable  Lynne Hereth 

10:30am Joan Stocker Rosemary Randall John & Miriam Hansen Jerry & Kathy Sturlaugson Katie Larchick 

Acolytes: 8am Volunteer needed Volunteer needed Volunteer needed Volunteer needed Volunteer needed 

10:30am Sam Lepse  Jessica Ostlund  Sade Palmer Jonah Urie Jessica Ostlund 

Readers:  8am Ann Jensen Lisa Tuengel Richard Hellman Gary Gable Lynne Hereth  

10:30am Wayne Franz Jana Ostlund Miriam Hansen Olivia Zwar Doris Brickman 

Scriptures: Is. 25:6–9 
Ps. 16 

1 Cor. 15:1–11 
Mark 16:1–8 

Acts 4:32–35 
Ps. 148 

1 John 1:1—2:2 
John 20:19–31 

Acts 3:11–21 
Ps. 4 

1 John 3:1–7 
Luke 24:36–49 

Acts 4:1–12 
Ps. 23 

1 John 3:16–24 
John 10:11–18 

Acts 8:26–40 
Ps. 150 

1 John 4:1–11 (12–21) 
John 15:1–8 

Children’s 
Message:    

No Children’s Message Lisa Tuengel Pastor Gary Jensen Pastor Gary Jensen Pastor Gary Jensen 

Organist:  8am Karen Berner Karen Berner Karen Berner Karen Berner Karen Berner 

Musician: 
10:30am 

     

Special Music:    8 a.m. Choir: Agnus Dei 
10:30 a.m. Bell Choir: 

Amazing Grace 

8 a.m.: Snohomish Men’s 
Chorus 

  8 a.m. Duet: On Eagle’s 
Wings 

Fellowship: Easter Breakfast Potluck Wayne Franz Laraine Hunt Lepse family Rosemary Randall 

Counters: Ken Heike 
Lynette Zwar 

Loreen Atkinson 
Dan Miller 

Lillian Bartelheimer 
Joan Stocker  

Ken Heike 
Lynette Zwar  

Doris Brickman 
Kathy Sturlaugson 

Flowers: Laraine Hunt (in memory 
of her mother, Myrtle 

Chase) 

 Lynne Hereth   

Altar Guild: ---------------------------------------------------- Kathy Gable, Miriam Hansen ---------------------------------------------------- 
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Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church 
331 Union Avenue 
Snohomish, WA 98290 
 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

 

Zion Evangelical Lutheran 

Church 
(The Lutheran Church Missouri Synod) 

Mailing address: 331 Union Ave., Snohomish, WA 

98290- 2825 

Church address: 329 Avenue A, Snohomish, Washington 

Parish Hall address: 330 Union Ave., Snohomish, 

Washington 

Phone: 360-568-2700 

E-mail: snohomishsecretary@gmail.com 

Website: zionsnohomish.360unite.com 
 

Mission Statement for Zion Lutheran Church: 

Reaching out with Christ’s gift of grace and forgiveness as 

we preach, teach, and serve so all may know Jesus Christ 

as Savior. 
 

Zion Lutheran Church is a member of the Lutheran 

School Association (LCMS) of Snohomish County. 

Zion Lutheran School office: 425-334-5064 

Zion Lutheran School website: www.zionls.org 

Join us for worship and Bible 

class this Sunday. 

Sunday Worship Service Times 

8 a.m. Traditional Worship Service 

9:30 a.m. Sunday School & Bible Class 

10:30 a.m. Contemporary Worship 

Service 

 

Holy Communion is celebrated at both 

services on the 1st & 3rd Sundays of each 

month. 


