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Why Only Jesus Christ Can Save 

Insights from an Upcoming Bypass Operation 
 

It has recently come to my attention that a relative 

of mine refuses to believe in a God who sends 

billions of people, many of whom don’t even know 

Jesus’s name, to hell for not believing in Him. If I 

had been a part of that conversation I would hope to 

have replied that if I believed what he (and many 

others) believes about this matter, then I too would 

have an aversion to God. The problem for my 

relative however is that the Bible doesn’t teach what 

he opposes. What it does say is that there will be a 

final judgment where Christ will Himself be the 

judge (2 Cor. 5:10). It is further stated in Scripture 

that people will be judged according to varying 

levels of accountability (James 3:1), which 

conceivably means, according to the light that each 

one has received. By implication this means that as 

a Pastor I will be among the most strictly judged; 

especially so since a key aspect of my ministry 

entails highlighting to unbelievers the superior 

evidence for the Bible over against other beliefs. 

God, who is the final judge, will certainly exercise 

His role as such, justly (Psalm 96:10). As Abraham 

said, “Shall not the judge of all the earth do right?” 

(Gen. 18:25). Where certain Bible passages seem to 

suggest that people will go to hell simply because 

they don’t believe in Christ (John 3:18b), we are 

justified on the basis of other Scripture to 

understand such words to be shorthand for a far 

more profound diagnosis and remedy. After all, 

Jesus also stated elsewhere, “It is not those who are 

well who have need of a physician, but those who 

are sick: I have come not to call the righteous, but 

sinners to open their hearts to me” (Luke 5:31, 

32— my translation). He has also said, “Seek and 

you will find” (Matthew 7:7). And He was identified 

by John the Baptist as “the Lamb of God who takes 

away the sin of the world” (John 1:29).   

The central problem then with the above criticism is 

that it frames the circumstances altogether 

incorrectly. We needn’t fear injustice from a God 

who sent His Son into the world expressly in order 

to save sinners (Romans 5:8; 8:32). The objection 

indeed expresses a gross mischaracterization of our 

condition, as I intend to clarify below.  

When it first came to my attention that I had 

significant blockage in several arteries, it was for 

weeks my strong desire to avoid having my chest 

opened up for bypass surgery. And so it was that on 

December 18 the doctors instead began an 

angioplasty procedure, which Ann and I expected 

would resolve my arterial blockages that same day. 

So I was very disappointed to discover afterwards 

that the doctors didn’t complete the procedure. It 

was only after further imaging that we all came to 

realize that my situation was more complicated and 

extensive than first anticipated. With the 

accumulation of new images from subsequent 

testing, it was becoming increasingly clear both to 

the doctors, and also to us, that the number of 

blockages was too large to be redressed by stenting. 

For this reason, I was actually relieved to hear from 

the angioplasty specialist (Dr. Badheka) that his 

methods would be inadequate for my condition. The 

pictures and videos indicated that nothing less than 
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an open-heart bypass would be required. I deeply 

appreciate his honesty because I am thereby set on 

the path leading to full recovery. 

Just how a medical problem is to be redressed is 

almost always dependent on the effectiveness of the 

remedy with respect to the nature of the ailment. 

The determination of the latter is dependent upon a 

correct diagnosis. “Diagnosis” literally means 

“through-and-through (thorough) knowledge.” 

Wishful searching for a treatment on the grounds 

that it is the most pleasing (or pleasant) is not 

appropriate in these contexts. Trusting in the 

expertise of the appropriate authority to apply that 

remedy which alone can heal and restore must be 

the priority. Nature doesn’t run on wishful thinking. 

Jesus’ analogy between the remedies of both 

medical and spiritual ailments (above) can be easily 

recognized as valid. The secular judgment on Jesus’ 

stated mission (above) is clouded by a failure to 

appreciate the nature of the problem that He came 

to address. Even the Jewish people as a whole failed 

to accept the reality that their Messiah was not 

coming as a “warrior” King, but as an “atoning” 

Savior. I already quoted Jesus as saying, “Seek and 

you will find” (Mt. 7:7, see also Jeremiah 29:13). So 

far, so good, many might say. The problem 

however, is that the Bible’s diagnosis of our 

condition is that we habitually do the opposite. 

Isaiah 53:6 says “All we like sheep have gone 

astray, everyone to his own way.” Psalm 14:2-3 

says, “The Lord looks down from heaven…to see if 

there are any that act wisely, that seek after God. 

They have all gone astray, there is none that does 

good, no, not one…[They] do not call upon the 

Lord.” Please understand that I am not taking 

potshots at others as though I myself am innocent! 

Yet however God will finally judge each person, the 

fact remains that there is no such thing as a person 

who truly seeks after God. Do we Christians need to 

use the Bible in order to prove this? No! The very 

first sin that the Apostle Paul references in his 

Epistle to the Romans (a letter that is all about great 

news!) is this matter of suppressing the truth 

whenever “inconvenient” truths get in the way of 

self-will (Rom. 1:18). On the one hand nature yields 

signs independent of verbal revelation (the Bible) 

that there must be a Creator of the cosmos (“the 

heavens and the earth”). Who in all the world can 

say of his/her self, “I have always obeyed the truth 

as opposed to running away from it?” “Secondly, 

Romans 2:1-4 warns us that whenever we impose 

our own standard (apart from the Bible) onto others 

while we in turn break it, we will be judged guilty 

before God. No one will escape this verdict. So it is 

ironic that secularists today are outnumbering God’s 

commandments by creating alternative “moral” 

imperatives, while failing to reflect on the logical 

conclusion that we are all guilty of exempting 

ourselves from the same judgment. No one will ever 

be able to maintain self-innocence while standing 

before God.” 

In the face of this assessment, not just any remedy 

will do. The Book of Hebrews describes this reality 

with utter clarity: “It is a fearful thing to fall into 

the hands of the living God” (Heb. 10:31). It is 

“fearful” that is, to do so, exposed before Him in 

our own sinful state. Once this reality is clear 

however, the awesome remedy that God has 

provided speaks with liberating clarity. The Good 

News that is available to all who will avail 

themselves of God’s grace, is that we are all invited, 

just as we are, into His salvation. Indeed, as 

Hebrews also states, “Consequently [God] is able 

for all time to save those who draw near to God 

through [Jesus] since He always lives to make 

intercession for them” (7:25). 

Let us then not neglect the greatest gift ever offered 

because we rejected a correct diagnosis on the basis 

of personal preferences. Let us instead allow the 

light of God’s revealed Word to daily point us to the 

very one who died and rose from the dead for our 

sins. Nothing but the blood of Jesus can cleanse us 

from our guilt.  

Your servant Pastor,  

Gary Jensen 
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Winter Bible Studies! 

* The Sunday morning Bible class meets at 9:30 

a.m. in the Parish Hall Meeting Room, studying 

the major themes of the Augsburg Confession 

from the Book of Concord. 

* Men’s Bible Breakfast meets on Wednesday, 

February 7th, at 7 a.m. at the Collector’s Choice 

Restaurant, 215 Cypress Avenue in Snohomish. 

Men of any age are invited. (This group will take 

a break from February 14th until after Easter.) 

* The Ladies' Bible study is Daniel by Beth 

Moore on Wednesdays 9:15-10:15 a.m. We meet 

at Jana Ostlund’s house (7124 60th St SE, 

Snohomish). Anyone who wants to join should 

contact Jana (425-397-9339 or 

djswostlund@juno.com). 

* The Case for Christ Bible study will take a break 

until further notice. 

* Between the Testaments Bible study will take a 

break until further notice.  

* Youth meet at Michelle’s house (13020 Hwy. 2, 

Snohomish) at 7 p.m. on Saturdays for a fun 

movie-based Bible study. Questions? Need 

directions? Call or text Michelle! 425-501-4925 

or message Michelle Bartelheimer on Facebook. 

Looking forward to seeing you there! 

 

 

Taking A Walk with Your Servant Leader 

Milepost #8 

Hi! Wow! Already, one month has passed going 

into the new year. Where can we walk today? Let’s 

go to the strip mall. It’s cool, however the breeze is 

refreshing.  

 

Look at that. It’s not as crowded today. Eh, eh  I 

guess most people have returned or exchanged their 

Christmas gifts by now.  

 

Do you remember the last time on our walk we 

talked about what God has given us through His 

Son, Jesus Christ? Jesus IS the truth we are waiting 

for. The power from the Holy Spirit calls to us and 

helps us to begin to understand through God’s gift 

of faith. That was a lot of “vertical” thinking.  

 

I’m also reminded by Jesus’ commands to love our 

neighbor as ourselves - that’s “horizontal” thinking. 

So, how does that work in our day and age? I know 

I love myself, and take care of the “me.” 

 

We’re walking by this clothing store, for instance. 

Do we know of someone who needs clothing of 

some kind? hmmm, there’s an idea. Let’s go a little 

further toward the food mart. Can we think of 

someone to surprise with a “to go” meal? Or, how 

about _________ who lives alone? Here is another 

store with all sorts of items to choose from that may 

“lift the spirit” of ________ when we stop by on our 

way home. 

 

This walk was brisk, and I feel so much more 

“alive” with these little goals in mind. “If you did it 

to the least of these, my brothers, you did it to Me,” 

Jesus said. This is more fun than Christmas because 

of all these unexpected surprises. 

 

I look forward to our next time of 

walking together. Maybe, the 

weather will be warm enough to walk 

the trail again and see what’s new. 

 

A part of the Fishnet, 

Gary Gable 

mailto:djswostlund@juno.com
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BUNKO ......................... [from Rosemary Randall] 

Please join us for a fun evening of 

BUNKO on Friday, February 2nd, at 6 

p.m. in the Parish Hall Meeting Room. 

It is an easy game to learn and fun. 

Please bring your friends and 

neighbors.  

 

 

 

Snohomish Cold Weather Shelter 

Zion will be assisting with the with the Snohomish 

Cold Weather Shelter February 4 – 18th.  

If you would like to help with transporting cots and 

supplies from the Snohomish Storage Unit in the 

evening it would be greatly appreciated. Everything 

is provided for, just the manpower is needed in the 

evening to drop the supplies off and possibly in the 

morning to take blankets to the laundromat.  

The Cold Weather Shelter is located at the 

Snohomish Evangelical Free Church, 210 Avenue 

B. The shelter is open if the weather is below 

freezing.  

Please let me know if you have any questions or 

would like to help. Thank you. Rosemary Randall 

360-568-8107.  

 

 

 

Community Kitchen  

Zion is providing the Snohomish 

Community Kitchen meal on 

Monday, February 5th. We can 

always use more help when we 

serve! We begin the meal 

preparations at 2 p.m. and begin 

clean-up at 5 p.m. 

Thank you so much to those who helped last month. 

If you need more information or would like to help, 

please contact Carolyn Jensen (360-568-9384) or 

Janet Zwar (425-346-3565). 

The Snohomish Community Kitchen offers a FREE 

meal every Monday and Thursday from 4:30 – 6 

p.m. at St. John’s Episcopal Church, 913 2nd Street 

in Snohomish. Everyone is welcome! 

 

ZIG (Zion’s Intergenerational Group)  
[from Lisa Tuengel] 

Join us Sunday, February 11th, for ZIG!  

ZIG stands for Zion’s Intergenerational 

Group. This is an opportunity to gather 

with your church family at the group 

opening for our Christian education time. All ages 

from our adult Bible class and our Sunday school 

classes are invited to get together in the Parish Hall 

Sunday mornings at 9:30 a.m.  

We’ll look for you there! 

 

 

 

REGULAR (Annual) VOTERS MEETING 

We have scheduled the annual 

voters’ meeting for Sunday, 

February 11th, at Noon (There 

will be a potluck right after the 

10:30 service first). Annual Reports will be 

available in the narthex and church office, and by e-

mail. Contact the church office for other 

arrangements. 

 

 

 

 
 

Ash Wednesday & Mid-week Lent 
Schedule 

Join us for ASH 
WEDNESDAY worship with 
the distribution of ashes & 

Holy Communion              
at 7 p.m. on February 14th.  

Midweek Lenten services will 
be held February 21st, 28th, and 

March 7th, 14th, & 21st,             
at 7 p.m.  

 

 

 

 

https://maps.google.com/?q=210+Avenue+B&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=210+Avenue+B&entry=gmail&source=g
tel:(360)%20568-8107
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PROJECT LINUS NATIONAL 

MAKE-A-BLANKET DAY 

Saturday, February 17, 2018 

12 noon – 5 pm 

Zion Lutheran Parish Hall 

330 Union Ave, Snohomish 

Come join us – we need your help in 

making our goal of 100 blankets to be 

donated to kids who have experienced 

traumatic life events in Snohomish 

County. Materials and equipment will 

be provided. No experience required, 

but sewers are encouraged to bring 

their own sewing machine. Bring a 

friend &/or relatives and come have 

fun while helping us meet our goal! 

Come for an hour or the day. 

Volunteers are needed to help sew, 

iron, inspect, pin, and tie, anytime 

between 12-5 pm. Snacks & door 

prizes are provided. Can’t come? Make 

a blanket & drop it off at one of our 

drop off locations.  

If you have questions, contact Diane, 

425-252-4524.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Newsletter & Sunday Bulletin Deadlines 

The Newsletter Deadline is Monday, 

February 20th, for the MARCH 2018 

Newsletter! 

All items for the Sunday bulletin must be received 

in the church office by Noon on Thursdays. Thanks! 

 

 

 

Retirees’ Potluck & Program 
[from Laraine Hunt] 

Please join us for our next 

Retirees’ potluck on Thursday, 

February 22nd, at Noon in the 

Parish Hall Meeting Room.  

Feel free to bring guests (friends, casual 

acquaintances, family, and neighbors) and 

remember to bring your own place settings and 

plenty of potluck food to share (home cooked or 

store bought is all welcome)! 

Everyone is welcome – you don’t have to be retired 

to come! If you have any questions, call Laraine 

Hunt at 360-568-6219.  

 

 

 

Lutherans for Life 

“When we pray the Lord’s 

Prayer, we ask God to ‘deliver us 

from evil.’ We ask Him to 

protect us against the callous evil 

of abortion, the taking of a human life. We are 

harnessed with the burden of belonging to a 

nation that practices this barbaric procedure and 

calls it a ‘right.’ May God have mercy on us.”  

Chaplain (Lt. Colonel) Steven Hokana, Assistant 

Director of Ministry to the Armed Forces (MAF) 

(LCMS) – A Life Quote from Lutherans For Life 

• www.lutheransforlife.org 
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“I am not commanding you, but I want to test the 

sincerity of your love by comparing it with the 

earnestness of others.  For you know the grace of 

our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet 

for your sakes he became poor, so that you through 

his poverty might become rich” (2 Corinthians 8:8-

9). 

Without commands or even arm-twisting, St. Paul 

encourages, even challenges, the Church in Corinth 

to demonstrate the sincerity of their faith by their 

generosity in giving. He does this because giving 

generously is a gift of the Spirit given to us through 

the Gospel.  

St. Paul wrote: “But just as you excel in 

everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in 

complete earnestness and in your love for us—see 

that you also excel in this grace of giving” (2 

Corinthians 8:7). In other words, just as we grow in 

faith and speech and knowledge of eternal things by 

the Holy Spirit through the Word of God, so also do 

we grow in giving from the same Spirit through the 

same Word.  

The problem is that the grace of generosity often 

grows cold in us. It’s not so much that we stop 

giving, but we don’t put it first. We treat it like all 

the other bills that must be paid. It becomes a chore, 

just one more thing to check off a list of things to 

do. That empties it of its spiritual power and robs us 

of the joy that Christ and the Scriptures assign to it.  

On top of that, since this generosity is linked to 

faith and knowledge of divine things, a lack of 

excelling in giving is a sure sign that our faith and 

knowledge of God are under attack as well.  

Thus St. Paul points to the foundation of generosity: 

the generosity of Christ Himself. Even though He 

was rich, He became poor so that we who are poor 

might become rich. Thus, the incarnation, suffering, 

and death of our Lord on the cross is the reason, 

source, and driving force for our generosity in 

giving to the church.  

And since Christ who was rich became poor so that 

we might be rich in His grace—of which generous 

giving is part—so we also who are rich in His grace 

can excel in pressing His grace into service toward 

the gracious work of the church.  

Pay attention to what you give to the church so that 

you may excel at it. And if you find that your heart 

has grown cold or indifferent toward it, immerse 

yourself in God’s Word. Read it at home. Attend 

Bible Class. Hear and listen to it preached in the 

Divine Service.  

Be reminded of what Christ has done for you in His 

incarnation, suffering, and death. For this will 

strengthen your faith and knowledge. And where 

that excels, so will the grace of giving excel also.  

Source is LCMS Stewardship Resources at https://blogs.lcms.org/2017/lcms-stewardship-

ministry-bulletin-sentences-and-newsletter-article-February-2018 

 

 

 

Gift Cards Support Zion Lutheran School 

Planning to go shopping? Need a 

gift? Purchase gift cards through 

the scrip program. Cards can be 

used just like cash! Participating 

merchants (and examples of each 

category) include restaurants (Baskin 

Robbins, Applebees), grocery (Safeway, Top 

Foods, Fred Meyer), car rental (Avis, Budget), 

gasoline (Shell, Chevron) and retail (Best Buy, 

Cabela’s, Kohl’s, Lowe’s, Quality Inn). Ann Jensen 

has a list of all the merchants participating in the 

program. Orders are placed every two weeks. A 

percentage of all purchases goes to Zion Lutheran 

School – yet the full purchase price is available on 

every card bought. Ann has Safeway, Fred Meyer, 

Top Foods and Starbucks cards available for 

purchase each Sunday between services in the 

Parish Hall. Stop by and check out the selections!  

 

 

 

Box Tops for Education 

Keep on clipping those Box Tops! 

They will be used to help support 

Zion Lutheran School. There is a collection box in 

the church narthex. Thank you for your help! 

  

February 2018 ~ LCMS Stewardship Ministry 

 

https://blogs.lcms.org/2017/lcms-stewardship-ministry-bulletin-sentences-and-newsletter-article-February-2018
https://blogs.lcms.org/2017/lcms-stewardship-ministry-bulletin-sentences-and-newsletter-article-February-2018
https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=box+tops+clip+art&id=63606D3DD30FB997202009C7526D0F3246556080&FORM=IQFRBA
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LWML Mission Grants 

Mighty Mites at Work 

Mites (coins, dollars, and checks) collected in 

LWML Mite Boxes fund mission grants. 

At the Washington – Alaska District LWML 

Convention in June 2016, delegates selected 

mission grant recipients for the 2016 – 2018 

biennium totaling $90,000. 

At the national level the 2017 – 2019 biennium 

mission goal is $2,075,000. 

With God, ALL things are possible! With 
God, we WILL reach and exceed our mite 

goals! 

 
Lutherans for Life – Y4Life 

Campus Ministry 
Recognized Service Organization of LCMS 

Washington – Alaska District LWML mission 

grant ~ $4,000 

The purpose of the Y4Life program at Lutherans for 

Life is to equip Lutheran youth and young adults to 

be Gospel-motivated voices for life. Through 

education, training, and service learning, these 

young people will be ready to not only provide 

guidance and information about life issues, but to be 

a credible witness to the Gospel to their peers. The 

grant will enable the expansion of Y4Life Campus 

Ministry to include Lutheran high schools.  

   

Prayer 
Dear Lord, we thank and praise you that Your Word 

works in the hearts of all young and old to give 

them life everlasting. We ask Your blessing and 

favor on the Lutherans for Life – Y4Life Campus 

Ministry. We pray that the mite gift of $4,000 from 

LWML Washington-Alaska District will help with 

equipping youth and young adults to be Gospel-

motivated voices for life through education, training 

and service learning. We ask for Your blessing as 

they do this work in Your kingdom. Amen. 

 
 

Lutheran Children’s Books 
for Families Worldwide 
Lutheran Heritage Foundation ~ $100,000 

Lutheran churches, missionaries, and new Christian 

families around the world will be provided with 

Bible story books, translated into their languages 

that teach children about Jesus. These brightly 

illustrated books, such as A Child’s Garden of Bible 

Stories and Bible Stories in Pictures, are given free 

of charge to the parents and missionaries who need 

them. 

Children Need Jesus in Mongolia!  

In many countries, where 

Lutheranism didn't exist a 

generation ago, parents want to 

teach their children about Jesus. 

The major obstacle is that NO 

Lutheran children's books are available in their 

language. With your help, the Lutheran Heritage 

Foundation is changing this! 

 

Children Need Jesus in Ghana!  

LHF has already translated 

and printed children's Bible 

storybooks in more than 20 

languages. However, the 

demand for these books is so 

high that LHF cannot answer 

all the requests from pastors, missionaries, and 

pastors who need materials in a language their 

families can read and understand. 
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In case of pastoral emergency contact: 

Pastor Gary Jensen at the church office (360-
586-2700) or home (425-212-9337) or cell 
phone (206-914-3593) or one of the elders: 

Norm Anderson ........................... 425-948-7575 

Gene Berner ............................... 360-568-5970 

Wayne Franz ............................... 425-334-5184 

John Hansen ............................... 425-397-7324 

Richard Hellman (director) .......... 425-232-7666 
 

 

 

OFFICIAL ACTS  
for January 2018: 

Official Count: 

 204 Communicant Members 

 30 Baptized Only 

 234 TOTAL 
 

 

 

FEBRUARY Wedding Anniversaries 

Feb. 4 .. Jeff & Jeannine Morris  

 14 .. Dave & Connie Schwarzmiller  

 

Every effort is made to keep the birthday and 

anniversary lists up to date. If there is an error, 

or your name does not appear on these lists, 

please call the church office at 360-568-2700. 

 

 

 

Personal Care Kits 

With January white sales, 

LWML is looking for 

donations of bath towels for 

personal care kits. Also 

donations of bath soap bath bar size, nail clippers 

with nail files, combs and toothbrushes. Personal 

care kits are shipped all over to people displaced 

from their homes due to disasters. 

 

 

 

My Birthday Gift to Christ 

The fund called “My Birthday Gift to Christ” is 

used for scholarship grants to those who wish 

to accept a call to become a pastor, teacher, or 

other church worker in the Lutheran Church. It 

is open to young people (and older ones too) 

who wish to attend our colleges and seminaries 

for this purpose. Thank you to those who have 

so faithfully contributed to this fund on their 

birthdays. The following Zion members are 

celebrating birthdays in February.  

May you have a happy birthday! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LWML Bible Study / Meeting  

Our LWML (Lutheran 

Women’s Missionary League) 

group of ladies will meet on 

Tuesday, February the 13th, at 

2 p.m. Devee Hintze will 

present the topic from the 

Winter Quarterly. We invite 

all who are interested in a women’s Bible study to 

join us for this study. The study begins our meeting 

and we meet until about 4 p.m. 

 

 

 

  

Parish News 
 
 
 

 5 .... Mark Lucas 

 8 .... Al Heerensperger 

 13 .... Katarina Balser 

 16 .... Jacob Anderson 

 16 .... Markus Krajsek 

 18 .... Lois Friedrich 

 19 .... Ryan Bartelheimer 

 19 .... Pat Bjerkan  

 19 .... Nancy Kuhlman 

 20 .... Devee Hintze 

 21 .... Orlin Heck (90) 

 25 .... George Conway 

 26 .... Lynne Hereth 

 27 .... Shelley Pratt 

 28 .... Norm Anderson 
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Building Passport 

I have dozens of passports, and I need to renew 

them constantly. 

No, I’m not James Bond or Jason Bourne. I don’t 

fly from country to country using alternative 

identities to evade the NSA, CIA, or MI6. 

I just love people. I enjoy meeting, understanding, 

encouraging and helping them. And for that I need a 

lot of passports. One for my wife, four for my 

children and their spouses, three more for my 

grandchildren, over thirty for other relatives and 

close friends, and dozens more for the new people I 

meet and counsel every year. 

A passport is an authorization to go someplace you 

have no inherent right to be. In relational terms, it is 

the permission that people give to others to enter 

into their lives, to learn their secrets, to know their 

struggles, to offer advice and correction. 

If you want others to allow you into their lives—to 

have real relationship with them—you must earn a 

relational passport from each person you engage. 

The best way to do so is to relate to others in such a 

way that they would answer “yes” to three key 

questions, each of which encompasses a variety of 

sub-questions that roll around in people’s minds 

when they are thinking of opening up to you: 

• Can I trust you? Will you guard my secrets, 

especially the embarrassing ones? Will you lose 

respect for me or judge me if I allow you to see 

how badly I’ve blown it? Will you be gentle and 

patient even when I’m exasperating? Will you 

reject me if I don’t do everything right? Will 

you assume the best about me or will you jump 

to conclusions and blame me for all my 

problems? Can I trust you with the “fine china” 

of my life? 

• Do you really care about me? Are you just 

politely tolerating me or simply fulfilling an 

obligation? Or do you really want to help me? 

Why? How could anyone love a person with 

such problems? Will you take time to listen to 

me? Do you care enough to push past my outer 

defenses and patiently help me sort out the 

tangled mess in my heart? Will you love me like 

Jesus does, even when I’m not very loveable? 

• Can you actually help me? Do you have the 

wisdom to deal with my issues? How are you 

doing with your own challenges and struggles? 

What kind of experience do you have? Do you 

have a track record of successfully solving these 

kinds of problems? If this problem is beyond the 

two of us, do you have the humility and wisdom 

to help me find another person who has the 

experience I need? 

Let these questions echo in the back of your mind as 

you relate to others. Ask God to enable you to 

inspire affirmative answers in others by engaging 

them with humility, patience, compassion, kindness, 

gentleness, forgiveness, honesty and wisdom (Col. 

3:12; James 3:17). 

If you do so, you’ll be well on your way to having 

more passports than you ever dreamed. 

– Ken Sande 

 

Reflection Questions: 

• How does Jesus model the qualities that build 

passport? (Rom. 5:8; John 15:11; Matt. 11:28; 

Mark 10:21) 

• Who has the strongest passport into your life? 

How did he or she earn it? 

• Which of the three areas listed above would the 

people in your life probably say is your greatest 

Reconciliation – Peacemaking Message 

Relational Wisdom 360 is a regular e-mail that is published by Ken Sande. We 

hope you enjoy this month’s excerpt. For more information on Relational Wisdom 

360 please visit their website or subscribe to the e-mail at www. RW360.org. 

 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Col.%203.12
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Col.%203.12
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/James%203.17
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom.%205.8
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2015.11
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt.%2011.28
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Mark%2010.21
http://www.rw360.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/06/Passport-Original1.jpg
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strength (trustworthy, caring, wisdom)? Which 

area would they wish you would grow in? 

• Describe a relationship or situation in which you 

did a good job building passport. 

• Describe a relationship or situation in which you 

did a poor job building passport. 

• What will you ask God to help you do 

differently in the days ahead to improve your 

ability to build and preserve passport with the 

people in your life. 

Permission to distribute: Please feel free to download, print, 
or electronically share this message in its entirety for non-
commercial purposes with as many people as you like. 

© 2017 Ken Sande 

By Ken Sande Dec. 29, 2017 

 

 

 

February 2018 Evangelism  

“Let’s go fishin!” 

Pastor Gary Jensen spoke and read these words 

from Mark 1:17,18 today (Ja. “And Jesus said to 

them ‘Follow me, and I will make you become 

fishers of men.  And immediately they left their nets 

and followed him.” 

Maybe some of us don’t get a nibble, bite, or hook 

one……. However the Zion Evangelical Lutheran 

Church (ZELC) is going ‘fishin’ in the 2018 year! 

There are members and leadership starting to get a 

visitor process in place with a growth intent and 

involvement.  

Pastor, Leadership, and Members are being more 

aware to greet, connect, and integrate our visitors 

who seem to be increasing on Sundays. Snohomish 

is growing with new arrivals and those souls are 

seeking the Word and a Church Family. May ZELC 

receive these visitors and Blessings in 2018! 

“Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for 

thereby some have entertained angels unawares.” 

(Heb 13:2) 

May ZELC have a great ‘fishin’ 2018 season! 

Norm Anderson, 

Evangelism Elder 

January 21, 2018 

 

 

Trustees Notes: 

☺ Reminder to those using the kitchen, please 

close the window and door when you are 

finished. This helps keep runaway balls from 

flying in possibly breaking items in the kitchen. 

☺ Also, please put all dishes away when done 

leaving the kitchen ready for the next group 

using the facilities. 

☺ The Avenue A house is in the process of getting 

the kitchen cupboards installed. (see pictures 

above and below) 

 

https://rw360.org/author/admin/


CONTACT INFORMATION: 
 
Lutheran Braille Workers 

PO Box 5000 

Yucaipa, CA   92399 

1-800-925-6092 

www.lbwinc.org 

                                   

Lutheran Library for the Blind 

1-888-215-2455 

e-mail: LLB@lbwinc.org 

BRAILLE WORK CENTER NEWS 
    

❖ The Braille Work Center at Immanuel Lutheran Church in Everett was a busy place during December with 

production of 52 “Primary Bible Story Books” completed. All will have been mailed out by early January 

with 51 of the 52 books being shipped overseas. 31 copies are headed to the Christian Reformed Church of 

Nigeria, 10 books each going to the Bible Society of Uganda and the Bible Society of Zambia. 

 

❖ Many of the books are shipped overseas and we are required to enclose them in plastic bags inside the mailing 

cartons. I always have a need for larger shopping bags from Kohls, Target, Penney’s, Fred Meyer, or other 

stores. If you have extras, please contact Janet Bernhardt at 360-659-9750 or by e-mail at 

dalebern@frontier.com. This is an ongoing request! Thank you.                                                                    

❖ If you’d like to join in on a session, please, contact Janet Bernhardt at 360-659-9750 or by e-mail at 

dalebern@frontier.com. 

❖ Learn more about this ministry by going to LBW website. A wealth of information is available along with 

downloads of publications and lists of available subscription materials. 

                  

❖ Keep the blind and visually impaired, as well as LBW, in your prayers. Monetary donations are vital for LBW’s 

existence while providing most materials free of charge to recipients. 

 

❖ ATTENTION!!! When making donations, please, indicate that your donation is designated for “Work Center 

#314.”  Writing “Work Center #314” on the memo line of your check will assure credit is given to our work 

center for your donation.  

 

❖ If you have THRIVENT CHOICE DOLLARS to donate, consider directing them to LBW. Don’t let your 

monies go unused! Please call LBW to inform them of your choice so our Work Center #314 can receive 

monetary credit (1-800-925-6092).  You may also e-mail this info to Deanna Bowles at deanna@lbwinc.org.    

 

In His service, 

Janet Bernhardt, Work Center Director 

Immanuel Lutheran Church, 2521 Lombard Ave, Everett, WA  98201 * 425-252-7038 

                                                                          

 

FEBRUARY BRAILLE SCHEDULE:  

                                                                          

Immanuel General: Monday Feb. 5th 9 – 11:00 AM                       

 Monday Feb. 12th 9 – 11:00 AM       
                     

Immanuel LWML: Tuesday  Feb. 6th 9 – 11:30 AM                             

 Tuesday Feb. 20th 9 – 11:30 AM                             
                                                                                                                                          

Messiah Lutheran: Wednesday Feb. 7th 9 – 11:30 AM                             
                                   

Grace Lutheran: Friday Feb. 2nd 9:30 – 11:30 AM 
                                                                                                                                         

Immanuel & Zion Tuesday Feb. 13th 9 – 11:30 AM                               
                                                                                                                                            

Afternoon session Monday Feb. 5th 12:00 – 2:30 PM         
              

Extra session Monday Feb. 19th 9 – 11:30 AM          

mailto:dalebern@frontier.com
mailto:dalebern@frontier.com
mailto:deanna@lbwinc.org
tel:(425)%20252-7038


 

February 2018 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1  
8am–1pm Acad. of Snoh. (PH 

– Rooms 8 & 9) 
 

12:45-2 p.m. Acad. of Snoh. 
Chapel (PHMR) 

 

7 p.m. Trustees (PHMR) 

2  
 
8:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m. L.E.A.F. 
Homeschool Association (All 

facilities) 
 

6 p.m. BUNKO (PHMR) 

3  
 
7 p.m. Youth Group (Michelle 

Bartelheimer’s home) 
 

4   5th Sunday after the Epiphany 

8 am Traditional Worship/ 
Communion 

9:30 am Sunday School/Bible 
Class 

10 a.m. Contemporary Worship 
Music Practice (CH) 

10:30 am Contemporary 
Worship/ Communion 

5  
8am–1pm Acad. of Snoh. 

(PH – Rooms 8 & 9) 
 

4:30 p.m. Community 
Kitchen - at St. John’s 

Episcopal, Snoh. (2 p.m. 
meal prep./5 p.m. clean up) 

 

6 p.m. Choir Rehearsal (PH) 

6  
8am–1pm Acad. of Snoh. (PH 

– Rms. 8 & 9) 
 

 

7 7 a.m. Men’s Bible Breakfast 

(Collector’s Choice Restaurant) 
8am–1pm Acad. of Snoh. (PH 

– Rooms 8 & 9) 
9 am – 1 pm Project Linus 

Quilting (PHMR) 
9:15 a.m. Women’s Bible Class 

(Jana Ostlund’s home) 
9:30 a.m. LWR Quilting (Stage)  

8  
 
8am–1pm Acad. of Snoh. (PH 

– Rooms 8 & 9) 
 

12:45-2 p.m. Acad. of Snoh. 
Chapel (PHMR) 

9  
 
8:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m. L.E.A.F. 
Homeschool Association (All 

facilities) 

10  
 
7 p.m. Youth Group (Michelle 

Bartelheimer’s home) 

11   Transfiguration of Our Lord 

8 am Traditional Worship 
9:30 am ZIG! Combined Sunday 
School/Bible Class Opening (PH) 
10 a.m. Contemporary Worship 

Music Practice (CH) 
10:30 am Contemporary 

Worship 
 

11:45 a.m. Potluck (PHMR) 
Noon –  Annual Voters’ Meeting 

(PHMR) 

12  
8am–1pm Acad. of Snoh. 

(PH – Rooms 8 & 9) 
 

6 p.m. Choir Rehearsal (PH) 
 

7 p.m. Bd. of Directors 
Meeting (PHMR) 

 

13  
8am–1pm Acad. of Snoh. (PH 

– Rms. 8 & 9) 
 

9 – 11:30 a.m. Braille Work 
(Immanuel, Everett) 

 

9 a.m. – 1 p.m. Circuit Pastors’ 
Meeting 

 

 

14       Ash Wednesday 
8am–1pm Acad. of Snoh. (PH 

– Rooms 8 & 9) 
9 a.m. – 1 p.m. Project Linus 

Quilting (PHMR) 
9:15 a.m. Women’s Bible Class 

(Jana Ostlund’s home) 
9:30 a.m. LWR Quilting (Stage)  

5:30 p.m. Soup Supper (PH) 
7 p.m. Ash Wednesday 

Worship / Communion (CH) 

15  
8am–1pm Acad. of Snoh. (PH 

– Rooms 8 & 9) 
 

12:45-2 p.m. Acad. of Snoh. 
Chapel (PHMR) 

16  
 
8:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m. L.E.A.F. 
Homeschool Association (All 

facilities) 
 

3 p.m. Project Linus National 
Make-A-Blanket Day Set Up 

(PH & PHMR) 
 

17  
12 – 5 p.m. Project Linus 

National Make-A-Blanket Day 
Work Party (10am-Noon set 

up; 5-6 clean up – PH & 
PHMR) 

 
7 p.m. Youth Group (Michelle 

Bartelheimer’s home) 

18    1st Sunday in Lent 

8 am Traditional Worship/ 
Communion 

9:30 am Sunday School/Bible 
Class 

10 a.m. Contemporary Worship 
Music Practice (CH) 

10:30 am Contemporary 
Worship/ Communion 

19   
Presidents’ Day 

(observed) 

Church Office Closed 
 

8am–1pm Acad. of Snoh. 
(PH – Rooms 8 & 9) 

 
6 p.m. Choir Rehearsal (PH) 

20  
Newsletter Deadline! 

 
8am–1pm Acad. of Snoh. (PH 

– Rms. 8 & 9) 
 
 

7 p.m. Valley Spinners (PH) 

21    Midweek Lent 2 
 8am–1pm Acad. of Snoh. (PH 

– Rooms 8 & 9) 
9 a.m. – 1 p.m. Project Linus 

Quilting (PHMR) 
9:15 a.m. Women’s Bible Class 

(Jana Ostlund’s home) 
9:30 a.m. LWR Quilting (Stage)  

5:30 p.m. Soup Supper (PH) 
7 p.m. Midweek Lent 

Worship (CH) 

22   
8am–1pm Acad. of Snoh. (PH 

– Rooms 8 & 9) 
 

Noon – Retirees (PHMR or 
Collectors’ Choice) 

 

12:45-2 p.m. Acad. of Snoh. 
Chapel (PH – Room 8) 

23  
 
8:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m. L.E.A.F. 
Homeschool Association (All 

facilities) 
 

24  
 
7 p.m. Youth Group (Michelle 

Bartelheimer’s home) 
 

25    2nd Sunday in Lent 

8 am Traditional Worship 
9:30 am Sunday School/Bible 

Class 
10 a.m. Contemporary Worship 

Music Practice (CH) 
10:30 am Contemporary 

Worship 
1 – 3 p.m. Junior Holstein 

Meeting (CH – Rooms 2, 3 - 4) 

26   
 

8am–1pm Acad. of Snoh. 
(PH – Rooms 8 & 9)  

 

6 p.m. Choir Rehearsal (PH) 
 

7 p.m. 4 – H Meeting (CH – 
rooms 2 – 4) 

 

27  
 
8am–1pm Acad. of Snoh. (PH 

– Rms. 8 & 9) 
 

 

28       Midweek Lent 3 
 8am–1pm Acad. of Snoh. (PH 

– Rooms 8 & 9) 
9 a.m. – 1 p.m. Project Linus 

Quilting (PHMR) 
9:15 a.m. Women’s Bible Class 

(Jana Ostlund’s home) 
9:30 a.m. LWR Quilting (Stage)  

5:30 p.m. Soup Supper (PH) 
7 p.m. Midweek Lent 

Worship (CH) 

 

Zion Ev. Lutheran Church 
331 Union Ave. 
Snohomish, WA 98290 
Church office: 360-568-2700 
snohomishsecretary@gmail.com 

CH = Church (360-568-2855) 
CO = Church Office (360-568-2700) 
PH = Parish Hall (360-568-6420) 
PHMR = Parish Hall Meeting Room 
ZLS = Zion Lutheran School (425-334-5064) 
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Servants in God’s House for February 2018 
 February 4 

5th Sunday after the 
Epiphany 

February 11 
Transfiguration of Our Lord 

February 14 
Ash Wednesday 

February 18 
1st Sunday in Lent 

February 21 
Midweek Lent 2 

February 25 
2nd Sunday in Lent 

Elders:        8am John Hansen Gene Berner  Richard Hellman  Gene Berner 

10:30am Norm Anderson John Hansen 7pm Richard Hellman Wayne Franz 7pm Richard Hellman 

Ushers:       8am Ken Heike, Larry 

Heike 

Jerry Sturlaugson  Ken Heike, Marlin 

Heike 

 Herman Bosse 

10:30am Bud Adams, Harlin 

Keil 

Andrew Bartelheimer 7pm Bud Adams, Harlin 

Keil 

7pm Thad Zwar 

Greeters:    8am Ken & Julie Heike Larry Heike  Lynne Hereth  Gary & Kathy Gable 

10:30am Lepse family John & Miriam 

Hansen 

7pm Jerry & Kathy 

Sturlaugson 

7pm Katie Larchick 

Acolytes:    8am Volunteer needed Volunteer needed  Volunteer needed  Volunteer needed 

10:30am Sam Lepse  Sade Palmer 7pm Jessica Ostlund 7pm Jonah Urie  

Readers:    8am Lisa Tuengel Gene Berner  Lynne Hereth  Gary Gable 

10:30am Doris Brickman Miriam Hansen 7pm Jana Ostlund 7pm  Richard Hellman 

Scriptures: 

Is. 40:21–31 

Ps. 147:1–11 

1 Cor. 9:16–27 

Mark 1:29–39 

2 Kings 2:1–12 or Ex. 

34:29–35 

Ps. 50:1–6 

2 Cor. 3:12–13 (14–

18); 4:1–6 

Mark 9:2–9 

 
Gen. 22:1–18 

Ps. 25: 

1–10 

James 1:12–18 

Mark 1:9–15 

 
Gen. 17:1–7, 15–16 

Ps. 22: 

23–31 

Rom. 5:1–11 

Mark 8:27–38 

Children’s 

Message:    

Rev. Wildermuth Lisa Tuengel No children’s message Rev. Jim Brubaker No children’s message Rev. Jim Brubaker 

Organist:   8am Karen Berner Karen Berner 7pm Karen Berner Karen Berner 7pm Karen Berner Karen Berner 

Musician: 

10:30am 

    

Special Music:          

Altar Guild: ---------------------------------------------------- Miriam Hansen, Katie Larchick, Amy Russell ---------------------------------------------------- 

Flowers:  Ken Lauterbach (in 

memory of Mary) 

No flowers on the altar during Lent. 

Fellowship: Michelle 

Bartelheimer 

Jana Ostlund  Laraine Hunt  Wayne Franz 

Counters: Ken Heike 

Lynette Zwar 

Lillian Bartelheimer 

Joan Stocker 

 Doris Brickman 

Kathy Sturlaugson 

 Loreen Atkinson 

Dan Miller 
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Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church 
331 Union Avenue 
Snohomish, WA 98290 
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Zion Evangelical Lutheran 

Church 
(The Lutheran Church Missouri Synod) 

Mailing address: 331 Union Ave., Snohomish, WA 

98290- 2825 

Church address: 329 Avenue A, Snohomish, Washington 

Parish Hall address: 330 Union Ave., Snohomish, 

Washington 

Phone: 360-568-2700 

E-mail: snohomishsecretary@gmail.com 

Website: zionsnohomish.360unite.com 
 

Mission Statement for Zion Lutheran Church: 

Reaching out with Christ’s gift of grace and forgiveness as 

we preach, teach, and serve so all may know Jesus Christ 

as Savior. 
 

Zion Lutheran Church is a member of the Lutheran 

School Association (LCMS) of Snohomish County. 

Zion Lutheran School office: 425-334-5064 

Zion Lutheran School website: www.zionls.org 

Join us for worship and Bible 

class this Sunday. 

Sunday Worship Service Times 

8 a.m. Traditional Worship Service 

9:30 a.m. Sunday School & Bible Class 

10:30 a.m. Contemporary Worship 

Service 

 

Holy Communion is celebrated at both 

services on the 1st & 3rd Sundays of each 

month. 

ASH 
WEDNESDAY 

WORSHIP  

at 7 p.m. 

February 14th 

 


