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Pastor’s Page 

Why Christmas is Far from Over 

An angel announced to the shepherds, “You will find a babe wrapped in swaddling 
cloths and lying in the manger…”  The shepherds in the field replied, “Let us go over to 

Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” 
– Luke 2:12, 15 

 

Heavy schedules which attend every 

Advent/Christmas season will soon end. So 

also will the traditional music, lights, and 

traditions which accompany this season at the 

darkest time of the year come to an end. With 

the conclusions of such festivities, the month 

of January seems to many people to be 

especially gloomy. Yet for believers in Christ, 

Christmas is much more than traditional songs 

and events. The focal point of Christmas, 

Jesus Christ, is instead the living foundation 

behind all of our traditions. This center of the 

season, to be sure was “wrapped up” 

somewhat like the gifts that were laid at 

the foot of our trees, though with a much 

less colorful covering. Yet the One who 

was wrapped in merely “swaddling 

cloths” not only was, but is today and 

every day, a “light of the world” so 

brilliant that His glory will never be 

extinguished (John 1:5). In Him we 

will never walk in darkness (John 8:12). 

Let us never settle for “Christmas” of a kind 

whose trappings are returned to their boxes 

only to be opened up again just after 

Thanksgiving each successive year. Together 

with the shepherds in the Christmas story let 

us instead surely meet Jesus as He not only 

was at Bethlehem, but is today, and will be 

forever (Hebrews 13:8), our living Savior and 

Lord. So let us instead ensure that in looking 

ahead into January we have metaphorically 

“unwrapped” the Lord Jesus by our receiving 

Him anew (John 1:12) and abiding in His 

loving presence (John 10:9) each and every 

day of every year. 

Merry Christmas, 

Your servant Pastor,  

Gary Jensen 

 

 

 

Community Kitchen  

Zion is providing the Snohomish Community 

Kitchen meal on Monday, January 1st. We can use 

more help when we serve! We begin the meal 

preparations at 2 p.m. and begin clean-up at 5 p.m. 

Thank you so much to those who 

helped last month. If you need 

more information or would like to 

help, please contact Carolyn 

Jensen (360-568-9384) or Janet 

Zwar (425-346-3565). 

The Snohomish Community Kitchen offers a FREE 

meal every Monday and Thursday from 4:30 – 6 

p.m. at St. John’s Episcopal Church, 913 2nd Street 

in Snohomish. Everyone is welcome! 
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Winter Bible Studies! 

* The Sunday morning Bible class 

meets at 9:30 a.m. in the Parish Hall 

Meeting Room, studying the major 

themes of the Augsburg Confession from the 

Book of Concord. 

* Men’s Bible Breakfast meets on Wednesdays 

at 7 a.m. at the Collector’s Choice Restaurant, 

215 Cypress Avenue in Snohomish. Men of any 

age are invited.  

* The Ladies' Bible study is Daniel by Beth 

Moore on Wednesdays 9:15-10:15 a.m. We meet 

at Jana Ostlund’s house (7124 60th St SE, 

Snohomish). Anyone who wants to join should 

contact Jana (425-397-9339 or 

djswostlund@juno.com). 

* The Case for Christ Bible study meets 

Wednesdays at 1 & 7 p.m. (1pm in the church 

office & 7pm in the Parish Hall Meeting Room), 

led by Pastor Gary Jensen. 

* Between the Testaments Bible study meets 

Thursdays at 9:15 a.m. in the Parish Hall 

Meeting Room, led by Pastor Gary Jensen.  

* Youth meet at Michelle’s house (13020 Hwy. 2, 

Snohomish) at 7 p.m. on Saturdays for a fun 

movie-based Bible study. Questions? Need 

directions? Call or text Michelle! 425-501-4925 

or message Michelle Bartelheimer on Facebook. 

Looking forward to seeing you there! 

 

 

 

Un-decorate the Church from Christmas 
[from Ann Jensen] 

A request from the Parish Ministry 

Committee: Even though our church 

has looked beautiful for the many 

activities hosted during the 

month of December, we're 

un-decorating the sanctuary 

on Sunday, January 7th, after 

church and we're looking for 

helpers! This project should 

take about an hour and many hands make light 

work! And pizza & beverages will be provided! 

 

 

 

 

Thoughts from an Elder 

 

As we look back on 2017 here at Zion there have 

been changes with some new people elected to 

different boards, an increase in visitors and 

volunteers to different task forces to plan for the 

future here at Zion. All of these things point toward 

an exciting future as we look to fulfill our mission 

statement. I am looking forward to 2018 as the 

boards and task forces work on their assigned field 

of activity to fulfill “The Great Commission” here 

in Snohomish. 

Over the next couple of months, the elders will 

divide the congregation by families with each elder 

responsible for his group of members. He will be 

contacting the people on his list to introduce himself 

and to make a personal relationship so we can better 

serve them. In doing so it will give individuals 

someone that they know that they can contact if 

they have a question or concern. I know that in the 

years I have been an elder I have not received many 

phone calls and other elders I have served with have 

said that they have not been called by members. The 

elders are here to provide guidance and support for 

the pastor and members alike.  

In His Service,  

Richard Hellman 

 

 

 

Snohomish Parlour Tour 

This year Zion was part of the 

Snohomish Christmas Parlour Tour 

(Dec. 10th). Thank you to everyone that 

helped. There were over 200 people that came 

through for the tour and 20 on the Saturday evening 

pre-tour. They loved the church and the Christmas 

tree. People took time to observe the Chrismons on 

the tree. Some even sat down in the pews and 

observed the church.  

mailto:djswostlund@juno.com
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Taking A Walk with Your Servant Leader 

Milepost #7 

Happy New Year!!! 

Let’s walk today through the mall, since 

it’s so rainy and cold. 

Ever wonder what’s behind the greeting “Happy 

New Year?” Maybe deep inside ourselves we are 

“looking for a better tomorrow,” if they just keep 

looking. Just a thought. 

Look at all the “stuff” there is to buy in these mall 

stores. See, every window display has something to 

sell as a “bargain.” Looks like the sellers are 

emphasizing that if we get their particular product 

we will be smarter, or more comfortable, or happier, 

or younger looking, and for sure, the envy of our 

neighbors. 

Now, I ask you, is this the truth in 

life of what people are looking 

for? Really, will we be more 

comfortable with just one more 

item? Will that something keep me happy forever? 

The reality of staying looking younger in our eyes 

won’t stand the test of time. Does piling up debt to 

make our neighbors envy what we have justify 

anything? What we get eventually wears out. 

So, where can we go to find out what truth there is 

in this life that will not wear out, or fade, or 

dissolve, or rust, or rot? 

Oh, look at this display of Bibles in the book store. 

Let’s go inside and check something about truth in 

the chain reference Bibles. 

This Bible has 29 references to truth. I remember 

Pilot asking, “What is truth?” (John 18:38) (So 

close, yet so far) Here, look. Just a few chapters 

earlier, (John 14:6), Jesus is telling His disciples 

that He is the way and truth and the life. Jesus was 

answering the question of who He is and the route 

to His Father. This brings us to something we find 

out about ourselves if we are sincerely seeking the 

truth, and that is the fact that we are imperfect 

people seeking perfection, and that isn’t going to 

happen this side of Heaven. Jesus’ perfection and 

instruction shows our shortcomings, weaknesses, 

and failures. We must admit this “brokenness” and 

seek the truth that only Jesus can give, and that’s 

forgiveness. 

It’s the truth that Jesus was conceived and born 

from a selected virgin by God Himself. 

It’s the truth that Jesus lived and spoke the perfect 

life. 

It’s the truth that Jesus went to the cross in agony to 

die for all sins of all times for mankind. 

It’s the truth that Jesus rose from death to life in His 

timing to declare victory over death that was 

pronounced all the way back to the Garden of Eden. 

It’s the truth that when He ascended to Heaven, He 

promised to return in His timing. 

Now we wait. God has given us the faith to believe 

and the strength and peace to aid us in our waiting 

as we enter into a new year. 

Well, let’s get back to the car. All this mall walking 

is making me go into overload with all these 

“bargains” trying to catch my attention.  

Until next time, let’s think about what we can do in 

a new way in a new year. 

A part of the Fishnet, 

Gary Gable 

 

 

 

ZIG (Zion’s Intergenerational Group)  
[from Lisa Tuengel] 

Join us Sunday, January 14th, for ZIG!  

ZIG stands for Zion’s Intergenerational 

Group. This is an opportunity to gather 

with your church family at the group 

opening for our Christian education time. 

All ages from our adult Bible class and our Sunday 

school classes are invited to get together in the 

Parish Hall Sunday mornings at 9:30 a.m.  

We’ll look for you there! 
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Newsletter & Sunday Bulletin Deadlines 

The Newsletter Deadline is Monday, 

January 22nd, for the FEBRUARY 

2018 Newsletter! 

All items for the Sunday bulletin must be received 

in the church office by Noon on Thursdays. Thanks! 

 

 

 

Job Performance Review .... [from Gary Gable] 

Zion Lutheran Church will do the annual job 

performance review of the pastor and secretary this 

month. We are asking members to use the Staff 

Performance Review forms to share what is going 

well with each position and also what you feel 

needs growth and/or development.  

Forms are available in the office or the narthex (and 

will also be e-mailed). Contact Judy at the office 

360-568-2700 or snohomishsecretary@gmail.com 

for addition forms or assistance. 

The deadline to return these forms is January 21st. 

Forms may be mailed (& e-mailed), given to an 

Elder, or left in the church office. Please note that 

your signature is required to validate your 

comments, but won’t be shared with the staff unless 

you indicate that it is OK. 

 

 

 

Meet for a Meal .................... [from Ann Jensen] 

Interested in getting together for a 

potluck meal and enjoying great 

conversations and fellowship? Come 

join us on Sunday afternoon, January 

21st, from 5 – 7 p.m. in the Parish Hall Meeting 

Room for Meet for a Meal. Please RSVP to 

Laraine Hunt (360-568-6219), Kathy Sturlaugson 

(425-334-4604), Lynne Hereth (425-327-7838), or 

Ann Jensen (425-212-9337).  

 

Retirees’ Potluck & Program 
[from Laraine Hunt] 

Please join us for our next 

Retirees’ potluck on 

Thursday, January 25th, at 

Noon in the Parish Hall 

Meeting Room. Our guests 

will be from our own Zion Lutheran School. They will 

talk about their programs, learning, and plans.  

Feel free to bring guests (friends, casual 

acquaintances, family, and neighbors) and 

remember to bring your own place settings and 

plenty of potluck food to share (home cooked or 

store bought is all welcome)! 

Everyone is welcome – you don’t have to be retired 

to come! If you have any questions, call Laraine 

Hunt at 360-568-6219.  

 

 

 

Annual Reports Due .............. [from Gary Gable] 

The executive board, all board directors, and 

organizational chairpersons are reminded that their 

annual reports are due to the church office by 

January 22, 2018.  

Please begin your reports with the words: “In this 

last year we have been blessed with …” and 

complete your report by completing the following 

sentence: “As we go into 2018, we hope to . . .” 

Thank you all for this extra bit of work! 

If help is needed, please contact the church office at 

360-568-2700 or Gary Gable oat 425-407-3128. 

 

 

 

 

mailto:snohomishsecretary@gmail.com
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Watch Online - NW Reformation 500 Video. 
A celebration to remember. 

Dear Friends in Christ 

Reformation 500 Celebration @ Overlake Christian 

Church, October 29, 2017 can now be seen on the 

LMSN website. Over 2,300 Lutherans attended, 

awesome! 

The video can be found by going to our website 

www.lmsnw.org. Simply find the "NW 

Reformation 500 Video" tab on the top menu bar 

and select the tab. That page has the "Mapping the 

Reformation" videos, the Festival Worship video, 

and a slideshow of pictures.  

We appreciate your excitement about our 

Reformation 500 service. We hope you enjoy 

watching the video.  

Blessings to you,  

Chp. Arthur Werzner 

Don Sundene, Executive Director 

To sustain this ministry donations can be made to 

Lutheran Ministry Services NW by going to 

"Donate" on the website www.lmsnw.org or a 

contribution can be made by check. see website for 

address . 

Thank you for your support sustaining this ministry! 

 

 

 

Lutherans for Life 

“Our happiness, therefore, does 

not depend on a new year or a 

changed situation, but upon the 

Lord and our changed 

relationship, our deepened 

growth, in Him and in terms of His will for us … 

‘Seek ye first the kingdom of God and his 

righteousness, and all these things shall be added 

unto you’ (Matthew 6:33 KJV).” 

R. J. Rushdoony, philosopher, historian, and 

theologian – A Life Quote from Lutherans For 

Life • www.lutheransforlife.org 

 

 

Snohomish Cold Weather Shelter 

 Assistance with the Snohomish cold weather 

shelter is needed February 4-18th.  

If you would like to help with transporting cots 

and supplies from the Snohomish Storage Unit 

and helping with bedding as needed it would be 

greatly appreciated. The Cold Weather Shelter 

is located at the Snohomish Evangelical Free 

Church, 210 Avenue B. The shelter is open if 

the weather is below freezing. Everything is 

provided for, just the manpower is needed in the 

evening to drop the supplies off and in the 

morning to pick up the laundry and garbage. 

Please let me know. Thank you! Rosemary 

Randall 360-568-8107.  

 

 A special thank you to the Bicycle Tree 4-H 

group for putting together gift baskets for 

Christmas.  

 

 Thank you all for thinking of others! 

 

The Mission Statement for Zion is “Reaching out 

with Christ’s gift of grace and forgiveness as we 

preach, teach, and serve so all may know Jesus 

Christ as Savior.” 

 

 

 

Scrip/Gift Cards Support Zion 
Lutheran School 

Did you know you can buy cash cards 

for many stores during coffee time on 

Sunday mornings in the Parish Hall?  

When you purchase a cash card, funds between 2 -

15% of the value of the card are generated for Zion 

Lutheran School. Zion Lutheran Church is donating 

its share (also 2 -15% of the value of the card) back 

to the school. 

The cards are worth the value you pay for them. 

This is a great way to purchase your groceries, gas, 

or buy them as gifts and raise funds at the same 

time.  

 

 

 

http://www.lmsnw.org/
http://www.lmsnw.org/
https://maps.google.com/?q=210+Avenue+B&entry=gmail&source=g
tel:(360)%20568-8107
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It’s a new year. It’s a time when we take stock of 

the year past in order to improve the year to come. 

It’s a time when we sit down to plan and implement 

what we want to accomplish and even change. Part 

of that is planning our stewardship for the coming 

year.  

Often we find this difficult and daunting and even 

joyless. But it doesn’t have to be. In fact, it is really 

quite simple and full of joy. So here are some tips to 

make that planning less stressful. You begin by 

answering these three questions: Who are you? To 

whom do I give? And how much?  

So, who are you? The Table of Duties in the Small 

Catechism informs us. Are you a hearer of God’s 

Word? Are you a citizen of society? Are you a 

member of a family? Stewardship covers these three 

estates: church, society, family. We don’t 

particularly struggle to give to society or family. 

Our struggles, our difficulties and our questions 

arise in giving to the church.  

So, what is our duty as members of the church with 

regard to giving? The Table of Duties, again, gives 

us a guide. If you are a hearer, a member of the 

church who receives instruction, St. Paul taught: 

“Anyone who receives instruction in the word must 

share all good things with his instructor” (Gal. 6:6). 

This means the local congregation is primary.  

Your pastor is the one called to preach the Gospel to 

you and administer the Lord’s blessed sacraments to 

you. Your congregation is the place where those 

things happen. Thus, when God calls us to give to 

the church, He has the local congregation in mind. 

For “the Lord has commanded that those who 

preach the gospel should receive their living from 

the gospel” (1 Cor. 9:14). 

How much do we give to the local congregation? 

Our only instructions are these: to give regularly (1 

Cor. 6:1–2), proportionally (1 Cor. 16:1–2; 2 Cor. 

8:12), and generously (2 Cor. 8:20) of our first 

fruits (Gen. 4:4; Prov. 3:9; Lev. 27:30) with a spirit 

of eagerness (2 Cor. 9:2), earnestness (2 Cor. 8:7), 

cheerfulness (2 Cor. 9:7), and love (2 Cor. 8:23).  

In other words, giving to the church is not to be an 

afterthought, given after everything else is spent. In 

this way, it is deliberate. We give regularly – 

weekly, bi-weekly, monthly, quarterly, or yearly – 

keeping in mind our own strengths, weaknesses, 

and limitations. We set it aside beforehand – before 

anything else is spent.  

From those first fruits, we set aside a proportionate 

and generous amount. Ten percent was the standard 

for the Israelites. This was a command for the 

ancient Israelites. We can give as much as we want, 

but ask yourself: do we really want to be less 

generous than was commanded of the Israelites? Is 

the job of the New Testament Church bigger or 

smaller than the job given to Israel?  

And how are we to give it? We give it with 

eagerness and earnestness. We give it cheerfully 

and with love, not out of compulsion. For through 

the preaching of the gospel and the administration 

of the sacraments, God has made us His children, 

forgiven us all our sins, given us grace upon grace, 

promised us life everlasting with Him in His 

kingdom, and filled us with His own Spirit, the 

Holy Spirit. This makes giving a joy, as Jesus said, 

“it is more blessed to give than to receive” (Acts 

20:35).  

It’s that easy. And it is joyful. For in stewardship, 

our gracious and giving Lord invites us to take part 

in the work that He accomplishes here on earth, 

providing for the ongoing preaching of the gospel as 

well as those who are in need. Taking part in that 

makes all our work holy – work that is done in 

service to the Lord as priestly members of His 

kingdom. 

Source is LCMS Stewardship Resources at https://blogs.lcms.org/2017/lcms-stewardship-

ministry-bulletin-sentences-and-newsletter-article-January-2018 

 

 

January 2018 ~ LCMS Stewardship Ministry 

https://blogs.lcms.org/2017/lcms-stewardship-ministry-bulletin-sentences-and-newsletter-article-January-2018
https://blogs.lcms.org/2017/lcms-stewardship-ministry-bulletin-sentences-and-newsletter-article-January-2018
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LWML Washington-Alaska District Mission 

Grant 2016-2018 

Opportunity Mission Outreach, 

Washington-Alaska District 

$5,000 Family Promise of Skagit Valley 

Family Promise of Skagit Valley                                                                                

$5,000 The mission of Family Promise of Skagit 

Valley is to come together as a community to 

support homeless families as they work to 

provide their children with 

loving homes. The vision of 

Family Promise of Skagit 

Valley is to mobilize the 

community to help low-

income families achieve and 

sustain independence. Funds 

will be used for a Day Center 

and to provide assistance to 

families for obtaining housing, 

also for clothing, gas, and car 

maintenance. 

 

Prayer: 

Dear Heavenly Father, we 

thank You for Your mission 

workers from Family Promise 

of Skagit Valley in their 

desires to support homeless 

families. We pray that the mite 

gift of $5,000 from LWML 

Washington-Alaska District 

helps provide assistance for 

obtaining housing, clothing 

and a Day Center for the 

homeless families in Skagit 

Valley. We ask for Your 

blessing on those who assist 

families to achieve and sustain 

independence and that You 

are glorified by such deeds. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

LWML Bible Study / Meeting  

The LWML (Lutheran Women’s 

Missionary League) will meet in 

the Parish Hall Meeting Room at 

2 p.m. on Tuesday, January 9th. 

Please bring your Bibles and 

Quarterly along. Check with 

Rosemary Randall if you haven’t 

received a Quarterly.   
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 20 .... Kathy Gable 

 20 .... Cyle Smith 

 22 .... John Spoelstra 

 23 .... Ralph Hintze 

 25 .... Larry Kimsey 

 27 .... Salle Jackman 

 27 .... Shirley Neel 

 27 .... Roger Ohlde 

 29 .... Bryan Friedrich 

 29 .... Lynette Zwar 

 
 

 
In case of pastoral emergency contact: 

Pastor Gary Jensen at the church office (360-
586-2700) or home (425-212-9337) or cell 
phone (206-914-3593) or one of the elders: 

Norm Anderson ........................... 425-948-7575 

Gene Berner ............................... 360-568-5970 

Wayne Franz ............................... 425-334-5184 

John Hansen ............................... 425-397-7324 

Richard Hellman (director) .......... 425-232-7666 
 

 

 

OFFICIAL ACTS  
for December 2017: 

Received by Affirmation of Faith: 

✝ Rodney & Rosea Adams (12-31-17) 

 
Official Count: 

 204 Communicant Members 

 30 Baptized Only 

 234 TOTAL 
 

 

 

JANUARY Wedding Anniversaries 

Jan. 1 .. Dwight & Ann Lepse 

 5 .. Skariah & Aleyamma Thomas  

 23 .. Kerry & Kathy Johnson (25th Anniv.) 

 24 .. Mike & Carol Bauer 

 26 .. Erwin & Linda Kilen 

 27 .. Ralph & Devee Hintze 

 

Every effort is made to keep the birthday and 

anniversary lists up to date. If there is an error, 

or your name does not appear on these lists, 

please call the church office at 360-568-2700. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Birthday Gift to Christ 

All members of Zion Lutheran Church who are 

attending or plan to attend an institute of 

higher education of the Lutheran Church – 

Missouri Synod may apply for funds from the 

Birthday Gift to Christ scholarship fund. For 

more information, contact the church office or 

a Board of Stewardship member. 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY to these JANUARY birthday 

celebrants: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Box Tops for Education 

It’s easy to earn cash for Zion 

Lutheran School every time you 

shop for groceries. Clip Box Tops 

from hundreds of your favorite 

products. Each Box Tops coupon is worth 10¢ for 

your school – and adds up fast! Box tops earnings 

can be used to purchase anything from playground 

equipment to classroom supplies! 

There is a collection box in the church narthex or 

give them to any school teacher or parent. Thank 

you for your help! 

 

 

 

  

Parish News 
 

 2 .... Sherry Mitchell 

 3 .... Samantha Sceeles 

 7 .... Erwin Kilen 

 8 .... Annette Schreiner 

 9 .... Kailie Smith 

 10 .... Janel Foust-Montano 

 12 .... Jason Zwar 

 15 .... Lon Hintze 

 19 .... Lorene Ohlde 

 19 .... Martin Tuengel 

 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=box+tops+clip+art&id=63606D3DD30FB997202009C7526D0F3246556080&FORM=IQFRBA
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"My Birthday Gift to Christ"  
from the 2/20/07 Voters' Meeting 

 

▪ Whereas, God in His grace and mercy has called us into His kingdom to be workers together with Him; 

▪ Whereas, there is a great shortage of men and women who devote their whole time in the service of the Lord; 

▪ Whereas, the love of Christ should constrain us; and it is also our duty, as members of God’s kingdom, to do our part in helping 

men and women to prepare themselves for professional church work; and, 

▪ Whereas, there are, no doubt, many men and women who would gladly offer themselves to become pastors, teachers, or some 

other professional church workers, if they had the funds to prepare themselves for this service; therefore, 

▪ Be it resolved that   

1. a scholarship fund be established to be known as “MY BIRTHDAY GIFT TO CHRIST”; 

2. every member of Zion Lutheran Church, Snohomish, Washington, be encouraged to make a donation each year on his or her 

birthday toward this scholarship fund in any amount he or she chooses. 

Purpose: The purpose of this scholarship program is to promote Christian leadership by encouraging and helping individuals embark 

on or advance in a career of professional church work. Annual financial grants will be made to qualified applicants who have been 

motivated by the Holy Spirit to enroll in a program of higher education which leads to doing God's work. 

Eligibility: To be eligible for an award, the applicant must be a present member of Zion Lutheran Church, Snohomish, Washington 

or a former member confirmed at Zion Lutheran Church, Snohomish, Washington. The applicant must have made application, be 

enrolled, or accepted for enrollment in one of the institutions of higher education of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod and in 

pursuit of an undergraduate or graduate degree. The applicant should exhibit a desire to enter professional church work within The 

Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (the ministry, teaching, or other pursuits whose acceptability will be judged by the Selection 

Committee) upon completion of his or her education. 

Selection Committee: The Selection Committee will be the Board of Stewardship of the congregation. This committee will review 

all applications, interview applicants, solicit additional information if needed, and make the awards. The Selection Committee will 

call on the Pastor(s) and others for guidance in making the awards. The information in the applications will be considered 

confidential and disclosure will be limited to those individuals considered essential to reach a fair decision. 

Application Procedure: The Selection Committee/Board of Stewardship will publish notice to congregation members during the 

month of January each year that applications are being received for awards for the following school year from the “MY 

BIRTHDAY GIFT TO CHRIST” Scholarship Fund. Applications must be received by the Selection Committee by April 1. The 

applications will be reviewed during the month of April with awards being announced no later than May 15. Note: scholarship fund 

awards are normally made on an annual basis and can only be renewed by filing a new application each year. 

The Selection Committee may consider applications submitted at other times than those specified when extraordinary circumstances 

justify such action. 

The applicant should address the Selection Committee/Stewardship Board by letter with the following information: 

1. Education status. 

2. Educational plans for the next school year, including acceptance status. 

3. Congregational status. 

4. A brief statement of career plans and goals including the professional church work area the applicant desires to enter. 

5. An indication of financial need (the Selection Committee is not requesting a financial statement of the family — rather, it 

would like an indication of the applicant's need relative to other applicants. Information such as anticipated costs, sources of 

income, part-time employment, etc, should be included.) 

6. Any other information which the applicant believes would be useful to the Selection Committee. (Note: special situations where 

full compliance with the eligibility statement above is not met may be considered and should be justified here.) 

Award Procedure: The total amount of the awards made in any one year shall not exceed the amount in the “MY BIRTHDAY GIFT 

TO CHRIST” Scholarship Fund. 

Individual awards will be decided by the Selection Committee on the basis of the total amount available, number of applicants, and 

the needs of the applicants. Awards will not necessarily be of equal amounts, nor will all eligible applicants necessarily receive an 

award. The maximum amount of award per individual applicant per year is $2,500.00. (Not to exceed 50% of the annual amount of 

tuition, fees, and books.) 

Awards will be announced by letter to the applicant and will be paid directly to the applicant's seminary or college before the school 

term starts, but only after the applicant's acceptance to or continuation in the seminary or college has been confirmed in writing. 

Revised: April 3, 1989, Revised: 5-12-98, Revised: 2-20-07 
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Be Kind 

She stood in line quietly crying, 

holding onto a metal sign to 

steady herself. 

I’d just arrived at the airport 

gate, ready to catch my flight back to Billings. As I 

waited for my zone to be called, I noticed her 

wiping the tears from her cheeks. 

She was a complete stranger, so I hesitated to 

approach her. Looking around, I hoped to spot a 

traveling companion, someone who was already 

returning to comfort her. 

That’s when I noticed that many other people were 

watching her as well. Although she was not crying 

loudly, her soft sniffling and flowing tears caught 

the attention of anyone who glanced in her 

direction. 

I waited a few moments more, hoping that one of 

the women sitting within a few feet of her would 

come to her aid. But no one moved. They were all 

paralyzed by the same hesitancy that was holding 

me back. 

“I don’t even know her.” “What will I say?” “Will 

she be offended by my intruding?” 

I finally overcame my doubts and took a step 

toward her, but I was too late. Another man who 

had noticed her grief approached her first. I thank 

God I was close enough to hear parts of their 

conversation. 

“Are you OK?” 

A quick glance to catch his eyes, to read his heart. 

“No, I just found out my mother died. I was on my 

way to see her, but now I’m too late. I wanted so 

much to tell her once more how much I love her.” 

He had the courage to touch a stranger; to place a 

gentle hand on her arm, to show, not just say, “I 

care. I’m sorry.” 

“When did you last talk with her?” 

“Yesterday.” 

“Did you tell her that you loved her?” 

“Yes, of course, but I wanted to do it in person, one 

more time.” 

“If you told her yesterday, then your words were 

still echoing in her heart. Mothers always hold such 

words tightly. They are more precious than 

diamonds.” 

The woman’s face brightened. Hope came into her 

eyes. “Thank you, thank you so very much.” 

As the ticket agent called the next zone, the two of 

them moved toward the gate, still talking. 

I regretted that I had hesitated too long to comfort 

her, but I was glad that God had made another man 

so other-aware and other-engaging that he would 

step forward with just the right words. Words that 

perfectly illustrated an age-old saying, 

 “Be kind, for everyone you meet is fighting a 

great battle.” 

This timeless insight is especially true at Christmas, 

when people long to be close to family and friends 

and feel the pain of loneliness and broken 

relationships more keenly than ever. 

You can do something about this. 

Open your eyes and your ears to the people around 

you, and ask God to give you a heightened 

sensitivity to people who are struggling with some 

kind of battle, whether relationally, financially or 

with their health or job. 

It could be spouse or a child, a parent or sister, a 

familiar clerk in the store or bank, or a complete 

stranger. If God has put that person in front of you, 

it’s probably because he wants you to be a channel 

of his grace. 

So boldly ask him for the same kindness, courage 

and simple words that enabled the man in the 

airport to approach a stranger who was hurting. 

Remember this: just as the pain of loneliness and 

loss is magnified at this time of year, so is the 

comfort of a few kind words, which God can use 

Reconciliation – Peacemaking Message 

Relational Wisdom 360 is a regular e-mail that is published by Ken Sande. We 

hope you enjoy this month’s excerpt. For more information on Relational Wisdom 

360 please visit their website or subscribe to the e-mail at www. RW360.org. 

 

http://www.rw360.org/discover-rw/
http://www.rw360.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/Woman-Crying-thumbnail.jpg
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not only to console others but also to draw them to 

the source of all comfort, the Lord Jesus Christ. 

– Ken Sande 

 Reflection Questions 

•  How do our acts of kindness identify us with 

Christ? (Col. 3:12 ). 

• Think of two times when God moved others to 

show you unexpected kindness. Thank him once 

more, then call or write those people to tell them 

again how much their kindness meant to you. 

• Think of a time when you hesitated to show 

kindness to someone. What was it that held you 

back? Pray that God will change your heart so 

that the next time you see others in distress, you 

will move quickly to encourage them. 

• If you’d like to improve your capacity to feel 

and show genuine empathy and compassion 

toward others, read and discuss Seven Steps to 

Empathy. 

• If you’d like to improve your overall relational 

skills, and help others to do the same, invited 

some friends to join you in completing our 

online course on relational wisdom starting in 

January. 
 
Permission to distribute: Please feel free to download, print, 
or electronically share this message in its entirety for non-
commercial purposes with as many people as you like. 

© 2017 Ken Sande 

By Ken Sande Dec. 15, 2017 
 
 

 

 

 

  

Dear members of Zion Lutheran Church, 

Ann and I are deeply appreciative of your very, very generous financial Christmas gift. We have 

much affection for each of you and consider ourselves blest to share ministry with you. It is my 

privilege to be your Pastor. Thank you again so very much. May God continue to bless you!  

Pastor Gary  

 

Note of Thanks 

Thank you all so much for the wonderful Christmas gift and kind words from 

the congregation. You have really blessed me with the Christmas check, but 

also with your heartwarming expression of our Savior’s love. 

With kindest regards,  

Judy Danner, Church Secretary  

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Col.%203.12
https://rw360.org/2014/07/04/seven-steps-empathy/
https://rw360.org/2014/07/04/seven-steps-empathy/
https://academy.rw360.org/
https://rw360.org/author/admin/
libronixdls:keylink|ref=[en]bible:Col.3.12|res=LLS:ESV


January 2018 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1       New Year’s Day 

Church Office Closed 
 

NO Acad. of Snoh.  
 

4:30 p.m. Community 
Kitchen - at St. John’s 

Episcopal, Snoh. (2 p.m. 
meal prep./5 p.m. clean up) 

2  
 

NO Acad. of Snoh.  
 

 
7 p.m. Confirmation (CO) 

3    7 a.m. Men’s Bible Breakfast 

(Collector’s Choice Restaurant) 
8am–1pm Acad. of Snoh. (PH – 

Rooms 8 & 9) 
9 am – 1 pm Project Linus Quilting 

(PHMR) 
9:15 a.m. Women’s Bible Class (Jana 

Ostlund’s home) 
9:30 a.m. LWR Quilting (Stage)  

1 & 7 p.m. Case for Christ Bible Study 
(1pm CO; 7pm PHMR) 

4  
8am–1pm Acad. of Snoh. (PH – 

Rooms 8 & 9) 
 

9:15 a.m. Between the Testaments 
Bible Study (PHMR) 

 

12:45-2 p.m. Acad. of Snoh. 
Chapel (PHMR) 

 

7 p.m. Trustees (PHMR) 

5  
 

8:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m. 
L.E.A.F. Homeschool 

Association (All facilities) 
 
 

6           Epiphany 

 
7 p.m. Youth Group 

(Michelle Bartelheimer’s 
home) 

7         The Baptism of Our Lord 
8 am Traditional Worship/ 

Communion 
9:30 am Sunday School/Bible Class 

10 a.m. Contemporary Worship Music 
Practice (CH) 

10:30 am Contemporary Worship/ 
Communion 

After church: Undecorate the Church 
1 – 3 p.m. Junior Holstein Meeting (CH 

– Rooms 2, 3 - 4) 

8  
8am–1pm Acad. of Snoh. 

(PH – Rooms 8 & 9) 
 

7 p.m. Bd. of Directors 
Meeting (PHMR) 

 

9  
8am–1pm Acad. of Snoh. 

(PH – Rms. 8 & 9) 
 

7 p.m. Confirmation (CO) 
 

10   7 a.m. Men’s Bible Breakfast 

(Collector’s Choice Restaurant) 
8am–1pm Acad. of Snoh. (PH – 

Rooms 8 & 9) 
9 am – 1 pm Project Linus Quilting 

(PHMR) 
9:15 a.m. Women’s Bible Class (Jana 

Ostlund’s home) 
9:30 a.m. LWR Quilting (Stage)  

1 & 7 p.m. Case for Christ Bible Study 
(1pm CO; 7pm PHMR) 

11  
 

8am–1pm Acad. of Snoh. (PH – 
Rooms 8 & 9) 

 

9:15 a.m. Between the Testaments 
Bible Study (PHMR) 

 

12:45-2 p.m. Acad. of Snoh. 
Chapel (PHMR) 

12  
 

8:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m. 
L.E.A.F. Homeschool 

Association (All facilities) 
 

13  
 

7 p.m. Youth Group 
(Michelle Bartelheimer’s 

home) 

14   2nd Sunday after the Epiphany 

8 am Traditional Worship 
9:30 am ZIG! Combined Sunday 
School/Bible Class Opening (PH) 

10 a.m. Contemporary Worship Music 
Practice (CH) 

10:30 am Contemporary Worship 

15 
Martin Luther King 
Jr.’s Day (observed) 

Church Office Closed 

 
NO Acad. of Snoh.  

 

6 p.m. Choir Rehearsal 
(PH) 

16  
8am–1pm Acad. of Snoh. 

(PH – Rms. 8 & 9) 
 

7 p.m. Confirmation (CO) 
 

17  7 a.m. Men’s Bible Breakfast 

(Collector’s Choice Restaurant) 
8am–1pm Acad. of Snoh. (PH – 

Rooms 8 & 9) 
9 am – 1 pm Project Linus Quilting 

(PHMR) 
9:15 a.m. Women’s Bible Class (Jana 

Ostlund’s home) 
9:30 a.m. LWR Quilting (Stage)  

1 & 7 p.m. Case for Christ Bible Study 
(1pm CO; 7pm PHMR) 

18  
8am–1pm Acad. of Snoh. (PH – 

Rooms 8 & 9) 
 

9:15 a.m. Between the Testaments 
Bible Study (PHMR) 

 

12:45-2 p.m. Acad. of Snoh. 
Chapel (PHMR) 

19  
 

8:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m. 
L.E.A.F. Homeschool 

Association (All facilities) 
 

20  
 

Evening (Time?) 
 L.E.A.F. Homeschool 

Assoc. Scholar Recognition 
(PH) 

 
7 p.m. Youth Group 

(Michelle Bartelheimer’s 
home) 

21     3rd Sunday after the Epiphany 
8 am Traditional Worship/ 

Communion 
9:30 am Sunday School/Bible Class 

10 a.m. Contemporary Worship Music 
Practice (CH) 

10:30 am Contemporary Worship/ 
Communion 

1 – 3 p.m. Junior Holstein Meeting (CH 
– Rooms 2, 3 - 4) 

5 – 7 p.m. Meet for a Meal (PHMR) 

22  
Newsletter Deadline! 

 
8am–1pm Acad. of Snoh. 

(PH – Rooms 8 & 9)  
 

6 p.m. Choir Rehearsal 
(PH) 

 

7 p.m. 4 – H Meeting (CH – 
rooms 2 – 4) 

23  
 

8am–1pm Acad. of Snoh. 
(PH – Rms. 8 & 9) 

 
7 p.m. Confirmation (CO) 

24    7 a.m. Men’s Bible Breakfast 

(Collector’s Choice Restaurant) 
8am–1pm Acad. of Snoh. (PH – 

Rooms 8 & 9) 
9 am – 1 pm Project Linus Quilting 

(PHMR) 
9:15 a.m. Women’s Bible Class (Jana 

Ostlund’s home) 
9:30 a.m. LWR Quilting (Stage)  

1 & 7 p.m. Case for Christ Bible Study 
(1pm CO; 7pm PHMR) 

25  
8am–1pm Acad. of Snoh. (PH – 

Rooms 8 & 9) 
 

9:15 a.m. Between the Testaments 
Bible Study (PHMR) 

 

Noon – Retirees (PHMR or 
Collectors’ Choice) 

 

12:45-2 p.m. Acad. of Snoh. 
Chapel (PH – Room 8) 

26  
 

8:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m. 
L.E.A.F. Homeschool 

Association (All facilities) 
 

27  
 

7 p.m. Youth Group 
(Michelle Bartelheimer’s 

home) 

28   4th Sunday after the Epiphany 
8 am Traditional Worship 

9:30 am Sunday School/Bible Class 
10 a.m. Contemporary Worship Music 

Practice (CH) 
10:30 am Contemporary Worship 

 

29  
 

NO Acad. of Snoh. 
 

6 p.m. Choir Rehearsal 
(PH) 

30  

 
8am–1pm Acad. of Snoh. 

(PH – Rms. 8 & 9) 
 

7 p.m. Confirmation (CO) 
 

31   7 a.m. Men’s Bible Breakfast 

(Collector’s Choice Restaurant) 
8am–1pm Acad. of Snoh. (PH – 

Rooms 8 & 9) 
9 am – 1 pm Project Linus Quilting 

(PHMR) 
9:15 a.m. Women’s Bible Class (Jana 

Ostlund’s home) 
9:30 a.m. LWR Quilting (Stage)  

1 & 7 p.m. Case for Christ Bible Study 
(1pm CO; 7pm PHMR) 

Notes:  
 
 
 

Zion Ev. Lutheran Church 
331 Union Ave. 
Snohomish, WA 98290 
Church office: 360-568-2700 
snohomishsecretary@gmail.com 

CH = Church (360-568-2855) 
CO = Church Office (360-568-2700) 
PH = Parish Hall (360-568-6420) 
PHMR = Parish Hall Meeting Room 
ZLS = Zion Lutheran School (425-334-5064) 
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Servants in God’s House for January 2018 
 January 7 

The Baptism of Our Lord 

January 14 
2nd Sunday after the Epiphany 

January 21 
3rd Sunday after the Epiphany 

January 28 
 4th Sunday after the Epiphany 

Elders:        8 am Gene Berner Wayne Franz Richard Hellman John Hansen 

10:30 a.m. Norm Anderson Richard Hellman Norm Anderson Wayne Franz 

Ushers:        8 am Ken Heike, Larry Heike Jerry Sturlaugson Ken Heike, Marlin Heike Herman Bosse 

10:30 a.m. Bud Adams, Harlin Keil Andrew Bartelheimer Bud Adams, Harlin Keil Thad Zwar 

Greeters:     8 am Larry Heike Brent & Debbie Tuengel Marlin & Shirley Heike John & Miriam Hansen 

10:30 a.m. Katie Larchick Joan Stocker Jerry & Kathy Sturlaugson Rosemary Randall 

Acolytes:  8 am Volunteer needed Volunteer needed Volunteer needed Volunteer needed 

10:30 a.m. Sam Lepse  Jessica Ostlund  Sade Palmer Jonah Urie  

Readers:     8 am Gene Berner Lisa Tuengel Lynne Hereth Gary Gable 

10:30 a.m. Olivia Zwar Jana Ostlund Doris Brickman Wayne Franz 

Scriptures: 
Genesis 1:1–5 

Psalm 29 

Romans 6:1–11 

Mark 1:4–11 

1 Samuel 3:1–10 (11–20) 

Psalm 139:1–10 

1 Corinthians 6:12–20 

John 1:43–51 

Jonah 3:1–5, 10 

Psalm 62 

1 Corinthians 7:29–31 (32–35) 

Mark 1:14–20 

Deut. 18:15–20 

Psalm 111 

1 Corinthians 8:1–13 

Mark 1:21–28 

Children’s 

Message:    

Pastor Gary Jensen Lisa Tuengel Pastor Gary Jensen Pastor Gary Jensen 

Organist:     8 am Karen Berner Karen Berner Karen Berner Karen Berner 

Musician: 

10:30am 

    

Special Music:    8am Choir: Let Your Light Shine    

Altar Guild: ---------------------------------------------------- Kathy Gable, Miriam Hansen ---------------------------------------------------- 

Flowers: The new flower chart is in the narthex. Please sign up for flowers in January! 

Fellowship: Wayne Franz Laraine Hunt Lepse family Jana Ostlund 

Counters: Ken Heike 

Lynette Zwar 

Lillian Bartelheimer 

Joan Stocker 

Doris Brickman 

Kathy Sturlaugson 

Loreen Atkinson 

Dan Miller 
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Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church 
331 Union Avenue 
Snohomish, WA 98290 
 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

 
 
 
 

 

  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Zion Evangelical Lutheran 

Church 
(The Lutheran Church Missouri Synod) 

Mailing address: 331 Union Ave., Snohomish, WA 

98290- 2825 

Church address: 329 Avenue A, Snohomish, Washington 

Parish Hall address: 330 Union Ave., Snohomish, 

Washington 

Phone: 360-568-2700 

E-mail: snohomishsecretary@gmail.com 

Website: zionsnohomish.360unite.com 
 

Mission Statement for Zion Lutheran Church: 

Reaching out with Christ’s gift of grace and forgiveness as 

we preach, teach, and serve so all may know Jesus Christ 

as Savior. 
 

Zion Lutheran Church is a member of the Lutheran 

School Association (LCMS) of Snohomish County. 

Zion Lutheran School office: 425-334-5064 

Zion Lutheran School website: www.zionls.org 

Join us for worship and Bible 

class this Sunday. 

Sunday Worship Service Times 

8 a.m. Traditional Worship Service 

9:30 a.m. Sunday School & Bible Class 

10:30 a.m. Contemporary Worship 

Service 

 

Holy Communion is celebrated at both 

services on the 1st & 3rd Sundays of each 

month. 


