
 

Quarantine 
Future Editions

Our Divine Service comes form the hymnal and the desired 
goal is to return to that form of worship. Other norms within 
our fellowship however may look different. What is the 
future for things like our dinners or even our corporate 
greetings? We will look at those questions in future 
editions. 

Upcoming June 4

The Flow of  Things So Far 

The Divine Service looks a bit different, but most congregants are 
navigating things just fine.  
Overall the Divine service has been largely the same as before. We have omitted 
some things, for the sake of those in attendance, but most of the familiar 
components are there. Perhaps the most obvious change has come in how 
communion is distributed. 


After the elements are consecrated in the sanctuary, they are moved to the narthex 
to be distributed. For those who have been viewing on line and are curious, 
congregants are directed to a table where individual cups are already placed 
according to proper spacing. The host is distributed and then the cups are 
motioned to with the accompanying words of distribution. A dismissal is given and 
the next table is ushered to 
receive communion. 


It does take time, but has been 
very affective. This process is 
however not ideal. On the 
weekend of the 6th/7th we will 
return to communion at the rail. 
There will however be one 
significant change. We will not 
kneel. Communion will be 
distributed as before, but those 
in attendance will remain 
standing at the rail as the 
elements are distributed. 
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Times & 
Services  

Pentecost Divine Service will 
follow the pattern of  the past 

2 weeks. 
May 31st @ 9:15 

Return to Saturday Worship  
June 6th @ 5PM 
June 7th @ 9:15 

Devotions posted on 
FaceBook and Website 

Mon-Wed-Fri 

Bible Study on Lutheran 
Spirituality - Prayer. 

Wed @ 6PM

Dispatches from



I Need to Be More Intentional  
By Pastor Ryan Rice


The other day I sat down for dinner with my wife and kids. I pulled out a thick 
green book with music notes and words on the inside. I asked my kids what 
they thought it was, and they said, "A book of music." Yes, we sang from a 
hymnal.


During our family dinner time, our kids like to share their high of the day and 
their low. We read or listen to Scriptures, I offer some thoughts, we walk 
through a short catechism, and then we sing. In all, this takes about 10 
minutes. 


If I am honest, before the pandemic, I was too busy with everything else, even 
to be consistent with our family worship. I've come to realize, I had the time. I 
needed to be more intentional.


A t t e n d a n c e i s l i k e 
reshuffling a deck of  cards.  

In preparation for our first week back, I had expected 
about 40 people in attendance. I was surprised and 
overjoyed however when 66 congregants returned. This 
past week there were 67 and a good many of them were 
not the same as the week prior. It seems we are off to a 
good start, but guessing who will return is about like 
guessing the next card in a reshuffled deck. 


I know that the decision to come back to corporate 
worship is different for everyone. The specific concerns 
are different as well. Which all makes it difficult to 
develop a strategy for continuing to minister to each and 
every member. 


One example would be the direction we started to go 
before we suspended corporate services all together. I 
had noted the voluntary absence of some members from 
high risk categories and made a list available for those 
who wished to receive a home visit. 


Initially the offer was well received.  
Before I could make the first visit 
however, people were canceling. It 
appears as though the concern 
was, “Where was pastor coming 
from before visiting me? Would he 
spread something?” This concern 
set the tone for the following weeks.


Going back to what I said above; 
everyone has a different decision making process and I 
can not anticipate what yours might be. I do however 
want to make the visitation an option yet agin. It may be 
that you are not yet comfortable in coming back to 
church on Sunday. For now that is OK. It maybe that you 
just want to give it a few weeks. You may be waiting for 
a return to something more familiar. My hope however is 
that some of you will have grown a bit more comfortable 
with me coming out to your home. 


To that end I want to set aside Fridays for that purpose. 
If you desire a visit, beginning next week, please call the 
office to set up a time for Fridays. I would love to visit 
and minister to you. 


Other Wisdom
This is a real gym. Pastor Harold set me up for Don’s 
monthly newsletter, intended to support brother pastors. 
This resource is a real treasure. I share some of that with 
you today.

Pastor Don Ginkel’s Newsletter


