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WELCOME!

Prayer does not come naturally. We need Jesus to teach us how to pray. In today’s
gospel, Jesus gives us a prayer to pray so that we know we are praying the right way.
Jesus invites us to call God our Father, and to pray along with Him and the whole family
of God for what we truly need most.



Visitors & the Lord’s Supper

We celebrate the Sacrament of the Altar today with the confidence that we receive
into our mouths not only bread and wine, but our Lord’s very body and blood to eat
and drink for the forgiveness of our sins and to strengthen our union with Him and
with one another. Our Lord invited to His table those who trust His words, repent of
all sin, and forgive others their trespasses as we are forgiven and loved by Christ.

Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to
their great harm, and because Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is
confessed at this altar, out of love we ask that anyone who is not a member of The
Lutheran Church—M issouri Synod to please arrange a time to meet with our Pastor
before communing with us. Those who are not communing are welcome to come
forward to the altar for a blessing, folding their arms over their chest.

Prayer before Worship

O God, merciful Father, You have promised to hear the prayers of all who in
repentance call out to You. Graciously hear us so that all evils which beset us may be
of no avail, that we, Your servants, may evermore give thanks to You in Your holy
Church; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Prelude
Hymn of Invocation # 766:1-4 Our Father, Who from Heaven Above
Stand

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

(P) In the name of the Father and of the ~I~ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

(P) Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God

our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us
forgiveness.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

BERE

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.



O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with
which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal
punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and
I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent,
bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and
merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

®

(P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant
of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the
command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the *I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
SERVICE OF THE WORD
Introit Psalm 119:145-149; antiphon: Psalm 50:15
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Call upon me in the day of | trouble;*
I will deliver you, and you shall glo- | rify me.
With my whole heart I cry; answer me, | O LORD!*
I will keep your | statutes.

I call to you; | save me,*
that [ may observe your testi- | monies.
I rise before dawn and | cry for help;*
I hope | in your words.

My eyes are awake before the watches | of the night,*
that I may meditate on your | promise.

Hear my voice according to your | steadfast love;*
O LORD, according to your justice | give me life.

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;

as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.

Call upon me in the day of | trouble;*
I will deliver you, and you shall glo- | rify me.



Kyrie LSB 186
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Thou that takest away the sin of the world,

re-ceive our prayer.
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Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy up-
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on us. ForThou onlyart holy; Thou on-ly art the Lord.
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Thou only, O Christ, with the Ho - ly Ghost,
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art most high in the glory of God the Father. A

men.

Salutation and Collect of the Day

(P The Lord be with you.
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) Let us pray.

P) O Lord, let Your merciful ears be attentive to the prayers of Your servants, and by
Your Word and Spirit teach us how to pray that our petitions may be pleasing before
You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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Old Testament Reading: Genesis 18:20-33
The Old Testament Reading 1s from Genesis, chapter eighteen.

20Then the LORD said, “Because the outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah is great and their
sin is very grave, 2'I will go down to see whether they have done altogether according to
the outcry that has come to me. And if not, I will know.”

2280 the men turned from there and went toward Sodom, but Abraham still stood before
the LORD. 2Then Abraham drew near and said, “Will you indeed sweep away the
righteous with the wicked? >*Suppose there are fifty righteous within the city. Will you
then sweep away the place and not spare it for the fifty righteous who are in it? 2Far be it
from you to do such a thing, to put the righteous to death with the wicked, so that the
righteous fare as the wicked! Far be that from you! Shall not the Judge of all the earth do
what is just?” 2°And the LORD said, “If I find at Sodom fifty righteous in the city, I will
spare the whole place for their sake.”

27 Abraham answered and said, “Behold, I have undertaken to speak to the Lord, I who
am but dust and ashes. 2®Suppose five of the fifty righteous are lacking. Will you destroy
the whole city for lack of five?” And he said, “I will not destroy it if I find forty-five
there.” 2 Again he spoke to him and said, “Suppose forty are found there.” He answered,
“For the sake of forty I will not do it.” **Then he said, “Oh let not the Lord be angry, and I
will speak. Suppose thirty are found there.” He answered, “I will not do it, if I find thirty
there.” 3'He said, “Behold, I have undertaken to speak to the Lord. Suppose twenty are
found there.” He answered, “For the sake of twenty I will not destroy it.” 3*Then he said,
“Oh let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak again but this once. Suppose ten are found
there.” He answered, “For the sake of ten I will not destroy it.” **And the LORD went his
way, when he had finished speaking to Abraham, and Abraham returned to his place.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual Romans 10:15b, 18b; Isaiah 52:7b, alt.
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How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the | good news,*
who publish peace and bring good news of sal- | vation.

Their voice has gone out to | all the earth,*
and their words to the ends | of the world.
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Epistle: Colossians 2:6-15
The Epistle 1s from Colossians, chapter two.

Therefore, as you received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in him, rooted and built

up in him and established in the faith, just as you were taught, abounding in thanksgiving.

8See to it that no one takes you captive by philosophy and empty deceit, according to
human tradition, according to the elemental spirits of the world, and not according to
Christ. °For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily, °and you have been filled in
him, who is the head of all rule and authority. !'In him also you were circumcised with a
circumcision made without hands, by putting off the body of the flesh, by the circumcision
of Christ, *having been buried with him in baptism, in which you were also raised with



him through faith in the powerful working of God, who raised him from the dead. '*And
you, who were dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made
alive together with him, having forgiven us all our trespasses, *by canceling the record of
debt that stood against us with its legal demands. This he set aside, nailing it to the cross.
SHe disarmed the rulers and authorities and put them to open shame, by triumphing over
them in him.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

Alleluia and Verse LSB 190; Luke 11:9
The Alleluia is sung, followed by the Verse. Then all repeat the Alleluia.
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I tell you, ask, and it will be giv-| en to you;*
seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be o-| pened to you.

Holy Gospel: Luke 11:1-13
P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the eleventh chapter.
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Glo-ry be to Thee, O Lord.

"Now Jesus was praying in a certain place, and when he finished, one of his disciples
said to him, “Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught his disciples.” And he said to them,
“When you pray, say:

“Father, hallowed be your name.
Your kingdom come.
3Give us each day our daily bread,
*and forgive us our sins,
for we ourselves forgive everyone who is indebted to us.
And lead us not into temptation.”

>And he said to them, “Which of you who has a friend will go to him at midnight and
say to him, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves, *for a friend of mine has arrived on a journey,
and I have nothing to set before him’; “and he will answer from within, ‘Do not bother me;
the door is now shut, and my children are with me in bed. I cannot get up and give you
anything’? 81 tell you, though he will not get up and give him anything because he is his
friend, yet because of his impudence he will rise and give him whatever he needs. *’And |
tell you, ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be
opened to you. '°For everyone who asks receives, and the one who seeks finds, and to the
one who knocks it will be opened. ''What father among you, if his son asks for a fish, will
instead of a fish give him a serpent; '%or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion?



BIf you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more
will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise be to Thee, O  Christ.

Nicene Creed
I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life *I- of the world to come. Amen.

Sit
Hymn of the Day # 766:5-9 Our Father, Who from Heaven Above



Sermon

Stand
Offertory LSB 192
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Please fill out the attendance card in the pew (members- yellow; guests-purple) and place

it in the offering plate.
Offering

Stand

Blessing for Higher Things

Youth
Elizabeth Birkholz
Zachary Birkholz
Bekah Dykstra
Sanu Lawrence
Abby Pratt

Young Adult Volunteer
Sona Lawrence

Adult Chaperones
Pastor Birkholz
Betty Pratt



Prayer of the Church
After each petition:

[P) ... letus pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

s

We greet one another in the name of the Lord by saying, “Peace be with you.’

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT

Preface LSB 194
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() The Lord be with you.
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(P) Let us give thanks un - to the Lord, our God.

[

[© ]

oJ
It is meet and right so to do.

P} It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our
Lord, who on this day overcame death and the grave and by His glorious resurrection
opened to us the way of everlasting life. Therefore with angels and archangels and
with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore
praising You and saying:



Sanctus LSB 195
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Ho-san - na, ho-san - na, ho - san-na in the high - est.
Lord’s Prayer LSB 196
Our Father who art in heaven,

hallowed be Thy name,

Thy kingdom come,

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord LSB 197

(P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He
had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is
My I+ body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks,
He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in
My I+ blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as
you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”



Pax Domini LSB 197
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© world, grant us Thy peace. A - men.
Sit

Distribution Hymns
#570 Just As I Am
# 722 Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me
#791 All People That on Earth Do Dwell

Stand
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Thanksgiving LSB 200
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(P) Let us pray.

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
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And with thy  spir - it.

Benedicamus LSB 201
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Bless we the Lord.
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Thanks be to God.

Benediction LSB 202

f u #

[ o Tl
#ﬁﬁ—w—." I 0|

[ [

E=

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make
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His face shine upon you and be gra-cious un - to you.
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The Lord lift up His countenance upon youand -+ give you peace.
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Hymn to Depart # 770 What a Friend We Have in Jesus

Postlude

Prayer as You Go:

Almighty and everlasting God, You are always more ready to hear than we to pray and
always ready to give more than we either desire or deserve. Pour down on us the
abundance of Your mercy; forgive us those things of which our conscience is afraid; and
give us those good things for which we are not worthy to ask except by the merits and
mediation of Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Serving the Lord Today
Pastor The Rev. Dr. Mark Birkholz
Organist Emily Lee
Elder Sony Lawrence
Acolyte Bekah Dykstra
Ushers Alan Andermann, Dan Andermann, Russ Andermann
Wayne Rosenwinkel, Jim Rueffer, Dick Wilson
Greeters Marsha Lenz
Altar Guild Jen McClellan
Cover Art The Rev. Mark Kloess
Colored By Sanu Lawrence

When we pray, we are not to pray for ourselves alone. We do not say, “My Father, who
art in heaven” or, “Give me this day my daily bread”; we do not ask for our own
trespasses alone to be forgiven; and when we pray that we may be delivered from evil, we
are not praying only for ourselves either. Our prayer is for the general good, for the
common good. When we pray, we do not pray for our own single selves; we pray for all
God’s people, because they and we are one.

Cyprian of Carthage
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The best form of prayer is the Lord’s Prayer, which Christ Himself has prescribed to us
and has commanded us to pray. If you pray this prayer, you need not worry about having
omitted anything.

Martin Luther



19 In the second place, we should be the more urged and incited to pray because God has
also added a promise, and declared that it shall surely be done to us as we pray, as He says
Ps. 50:15: Call upon Me in the day of trouble: I will deliver thee. And Christ in the Gospel
of St. Matthew 7:7: Ask, and it shall be given you. For every one that asketh

receiveth. 2 Such promises ought certainly to encourage and kindle our hearts to pray with
pleasure and delight, since He testifies with His [own] word that our prayer is heartily
pleasing to Him, moreover, that it shall assuredly be heard and granted, in order that we
may not despise it or think lightly of it, and pray at a venture.

2! This you can hold up to Him and say: Here I come, dear Father, and pray, not of my
own purpose nor upon my own worthiness, but at Thy commandment and promise, which
cannot fail or deceive me. Whoever, therefore, does not believe this promise must know
again that he excites God to anger as a person who most highly dishonors Him and
reproaches Him with falsehood.

22 Besides this, we should be incited and drawn to prayer because in addition to this
commandment and promise God anticipates us, and Himself arranges the words and form
of prayer for us, and places them upon our lips as to how and what we should pray, that
we may see how heartily He pities us in our distress, and may never doubt that such prayer
is pleasing to Him and shall certainly be answered; which [the Lord’s Prayer] is a great
advantage indeed over all other prayers that we might compose ourselves. 2* For in them
the conscience would ever be in doubt and say: I have prayed, but who knows how it
pleases Him, or whether I have hit upon the right proportions and form? Hence there is no
nobler prayer to be found upon earth than the Lord’s Prayer which we daily pray, because
it has this excellent testimony, that God loves to hear it, which we ought not to surrender
for all the riches of the world....

28 Therefore, every one of us should accustom himself from his youth daily to pray for all
his wants, whenever he is sensible of anything affecting his interests or that of other
people among whom he may live, as for preachers, the government, neighbors, domestics,
and always (as we have said) to hold up to God His commandment and promise, knowing
that He will not have them disregarded. ?° This I say because I would like to see these
things brought home again to the people that they might learn to pray truly, and not go
about coldly and indifferently, whereby they become daily more unfit for prayer; which is
just what the devil desires, and for what he works with all his powers. For he is well aware
what damage and harm it does him when prayer is in proper practise.

39 For this we must know, that all our shelter and protection rest in prayer alone. For we
are far too feeble to cope with the devil and all his power and adherents that set
themselves against us, and they might easily crush us under their feet. Therefore we must
consider and take up those weapons with which 3! Christians must be armed in order to
stand against the devil. For what do you think has hitherto accomplished such great things,
has checked or quelled the counsels, purposes, murder, and riot of our enemies, whereby
the devil thought to crush us, together with the Gospel, except that the prayer of a few
godly men intervened like a wall of iron on our side? They should else have witnessed a
far different tragedy, namely, how the devil would have destroyed all Germany in its own
blood. But now they may confidently deride it and make a mock of it; however, we shall
nevertheless be a match both for themselves and the devil by prayer alone, if we only
persevere diligently and not become slack. 3> For whenever a godly Christian prays: Dear
Father, let Thy will be done, God speaks from on high and says: Yes, dear child, it shall be
s0, in spite of the devil and all the world.

Large Catechism: Lord’s Prayer, Introduction



