
How long, O LORD? Will you forget me forever? How long will 

you hide your face from me? How long must I take counsel in my 

soul and have sorrow in my heart all the day? How long shall my 

enemy be exalted over me? Consider and answer me, O LORD my 

God; light up my eyes, lest I sleep the sleep of death, lest my enemy 

say, “I have prevailed over him,” lest my foes rejoice because I 

am shaken. But I have trusted in your steadfast love; my heart 

shall rejoice in your salvation. I will sing to the LORD, because he 

has dealt bountifully with me (Psalm 13). 

 

Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

“How long, O Lord?” We may be crying out “How long?” in a myriad of ways right now as this 

pandemic persists. How long until the pandemic is over? How long will the fears weigh heavy in my 

heart? How long until I can see my loved ones again? How long will these restrictions on our 

livelihood persist? How long until we can worship in the house of the Lord again? No doubt we could 

all add a few more “How longs” to the list. Even as we do so, we give thanks that there remains much 

to rejoice in. Our God’s gift of salvation to us remains secure. His promise to be present with us and 

bountifully provide for us remains intact. Through all the changes of this world that we live in, our 

God and His promises to us do not change. Our God remains forever faithful, and we can most 

certainly trust in His steadfast love for us. Thanks be to God! 

We are also giving thanks to God that the Governor has decided to ease restrictions on houses of 

faith so that congregations may now gather at a capacity of a maximum of twenty-five percent. With 

this decision now made, Zion’s Board of Elders and Council have met and have prayerfully determined 

that we will press forward with re-opening the church for public worship beginning on Sunday, June 7.  

Now we certainly recognize that such a decision will be met with very mixed reactions and 

emotions. Our goal throughout this entire pandemic, and our continued goal is to care for congregation 

of Zion and the community of which it is a part. So, please know that should anyone become infected 

with the coronavirus at any time during this reopening phase, we will take the necessary action to once 

again close public worship. We state that clearly now so that all may know of our great desire to love 

our neighbors as ourselves. 

We also know that there may be those that feel uncomfortable returning to public worship at this 

time and would prefer to stay home for a myriad of reasons. For those that may feel this way, please 

know that we still want to ensure that everyone is still able to participate in the worship service. 

Therefore, services will continue to be offered on-line, and service orders and sermons will still be 

mailed out to those that do not have internet access. 

In light of all of the necessary steps that need to be followed and new protocols that need to be 

implemented, it has been decided to begin public services on Sunday, June 7. However, due to the size 

of our parish, we will be breaking up our congregation into two groups based upon last name until 

restrictions lessen. Those with last names starting with letters A through M will worship on June 7, and 

those that have last names starting with letters N through Z will worship on June 14. From there it will 

alternate each week until more are permitted to be in worship. 

Now we certainly recognize that the ultimate goal would be to have all of us in worship together as 

a congregation in the two service times to which we are accustomed. But, for many practical reasons 

with regard to our resources, this is the direction we are taking rejoicing that we are moving from 



being able to publicly gather for worship zero times a month to twice a month (per group designated by 

last name). 

Zion will host three services per Sunday with Holy Communion. The services will be held at 

7:30am, 9:30am, and 11:30am. This will allow for adequate time in between services for the church to 

be cleaned before the next service begins. Each service will be limited to a capacity of 40 people, plus 

necessary church workers and volunteers. People will sign up ahead of time as to which service they 

would like to attend. The signing up ahead of time ensures that we do not exceed capacity. This will be 

done through an online tool called SignUp Genius. For those that do not have internet access, they may 

call into the office and they will have their name(s) added to the list for the service. 

Now we recognize that all of this sounds quite strange and for some it may even be a bit off-

putting. We understand that this is a great adjustment from where things used to be. Worship will look 

different for at least a time. The Board of Elders and Council will regularly be assessing what is going 

well and what can be done better to best serve our congregation, and adjustments will be made where 

necessitated. But here as we enter into this phase of reopening, we are asking that we all come together 

as a family of faith as best as we are able to rejoice in once again worshipping in the house of the Lord, 

while at the same time accepting a new normal (at least for the immediate future). 

In the coming days we will be corresponding with the congregation more on what to expect when 

we come to worship in the house of the Lord. Please stay tuned for further communication, and below 

you will find a list of other specifics pertinent to our congregation. 
 

Worship services will begin to take place in-person on Sunday, June 7 

• Those with last names A through M will worship on Sunday, June 7, and those with last names N 

through Z will worship on Sunday, June 14. The pattern will continue in that fashion until changes 

are able to be made. 

• On-line services will continue to be made available on our YouTube channel and Facebook page.  

• For those desiring to stay home who are without internet service, the bulletin and sermons will be 

mailed to your home.  
 

Sunday School and Bible Classes 

• Sunday School is concluded for the year. Rally Sunday is on Sunday, September 13. 

• Adult Bible Class is offered on-line on both our YouTube channel and Facebook page. 
 

Communion  

• For those uncomfortable with attending public worship services for any reason, yet still desire to 

have communion, please contact the congregational office to set up a pastoral visit. 
 

Church and School Buildings 

• The church and school office will be closed to the public through June 1. Beginning on Tuesday, 

June 2, the office will be open. Please ring the doorbell to the left of the doors to enter as the doors 

will be kept locked during office hours. 

• The church building and Christ Corner will remain closed to the public until further notice. 
 

Zion Lutheran School 

• The school year drew to a close on Thursday, May 21. Thank you to all the faculty, staff, parents, 

and students for their flexibility and diligence during this time of distance learning. 

 

Zion Vacation Bible School 

• In-person Vacation Bible School which was scheduled for June 15-19 has been cancelled.  



• An on-line version of Vacation Bible School is being worked on for the week of July 13-17. 

 

Pastoral and Board of Elders – Care of the Congregation 

• The Board of Elders will continue to contact every member of our congregation 75 years and 

older to check in on how they are doing, and how we as a congregation might be able to assist them 

if any need is presented. 

• The majority of pastoral care will continue to be administered over the phone through June 1. 

Gradually, we will begin to phase in face-to-face pastoral care as we are permitted to do so. Should 

you be in need of pastoral care, please contact the congregational office. 

 

Offerings 

• Recognizing the great importance supporting the ministry and workers of our congregation, 

offerings can be mailed in to 209 Bluejay Avenue, Mayer, MN 55360. Otherwise, it is encouraged 

to take advantage of the opportunity of online giving. For information on how to set this up, go to 

https://www.zionmayer.org/giving or contact Ashley Lieske at 952-657-2566. 
 

Help-A-Neighbor 

• Recognizing that this is a potential time of great stress financially with all those whose jobs may 

have been put on furlough or those whose hours may have been significantly cut back, please do 

not hesitate to reach out by contacting the congregational office so that we might offer some 

assistance. 

 

As this pandemic persists, please continue to look out for your neighbors and share with them the 

hope that you have in Christ Jesus. If you hear of a need that they have, take advantage of that 

opportunity to serve your neighbor as you are able. If you need assistance in doing so because the 

needs are beyond your means, please don’t hesitate to reach out and contact the congregational office. 

Now is a great time for the Church to be that light in the midst of this dark world. Now is the time for 

our congregation to share what we have been given to share. Now is the time for us to Share hope and 

teach Christ! 

 Let us pray. Spare Your people, O Lord! Preserve us from this and every illness. Bring an end to 

this pandemic. Give healing and strength to those who are sick, protect those who care for them, and 

grant us steady minds and calm hearts in the face of fear. You have borne our infirmities in this human 

flesh and purchased us with Your own blood. Keep us in the faith, give us wisdom and direction as we 

begin to gather for worship in Your house once again, and make us bold in our witness to Christ’s love 

with others. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

Please stay tuned for ongoing updates as we follow this situation. The most up to date information 

will be available on our website, Facebook, and via email.  

 

“You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. Nor do people light a lamp and 

put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. In the same way, let your 

light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in 

heaven” (Matthew 5:14-16). 

 

God’s peace, 

Rev. Adam Gless, Senior Pastor 

Eric Boersma, Congregational President 

Brad Quaas, Board of Elders Chairperson 

https://www.zionmayer.org/giving

