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really good 
questions 
including:

 8.  How much has been raised? 
So far nearly $1.0 million has been raised from 
around the United States and all over the world. 

 9.  What is the connection between  
the LCMS and LIA? 

Rev. May and the other mission workers are 
rostered LCMS clergymen or are from LCMS 
world partner churches and are committed 
to confessional Lutheranism. Thus they are 

registered independently. 
Being independent allows 
LIA to be free from the red 
tape and bureaucracy of a 
large institution. 
     LIA is able to invest your 
gifts into Gospel ministry 
because we have such low 
administrative costs.

One last important question: 

 10. How can you help?
•  Pray—Add Lutherans in Africa and the 

building of this new Lutheran School to your 
prayers. Pray that the devil be thwarted, that 
construction continue to go smoothly, and that 
the Gospel go out into all corners of Africa.

•  Ask your Pastor to put LIA in your annual 
church budget—This is the best way to 
support Lutherans in Africa. Churches around 
the country and the world are giving as little as 
$250 to as much as $25,000 a year to Lutherans 
in Africa. This support year after year is what 
allows us to keep teaching the Gospel in Africa. 
You can also ask you pastor if he is willing to 
travel to Africa for two weeks or more to help 
Rev. May teach the Gospel to Africans.

•  Give a personal 
gift to the building 
fund—We have 
raised about 2/3 
of the cost of the School. Now we need your 
help in completing the project.

•  Give a personal gift to the annual budget—
The Lutheran School of Theology is the 
realization of our current vision but we 
always have annual expenses. Your gift to 
help us with these is greatly appreciated.

Founded in 2010, Lutherans in Africa (LIA) equips Africans 
to be teachers of the saving faith in Christ Jesus. This is done 
through training pastors, evangelists, deaconesses, and Sunday 
school teachers in the pure doctrine and its instruction, liturgy, 
and hymnody and through translating key doctrinal resources 
into African languages. Based in Nairobi, Kenya, LIA is under 
the directorship of Rev. James E. May Jr., a graduate from 
Concordia Theological Seminary in Fort Wayne, Indiana. 

Donate online at www.LutheransInAfrica.com or send a check 
to: Lutherans in Africa

c/o Bethlehem Lutheran Church
7500 State Road, Parma, Ohio 44134

Contact information:
Rev. James E. May, Jr. 
P.O. Box 521, 00502, Karen, Kenya 
phone  +254.788.660.670 • email  proliturgy@icloud.com



 1.  Why build a Lutheran School  
of Theology in Africa?

Lutherans in Africa (LIA) is one of the most 
effective Gospel ministries in Africa. Director 
James May has criss-crossed the continent to 
make that happen. As you will see from the 
answers to the questions below it is now time 
for the next step and a more effective means of 
getting the Gospel and authentic Lutheranism 
into the hearts and minds of Africans. 

 2.  What do you do with Lutherans who 
do not know the Small Catechism? 

Africa has more Lutherans than the United 
States but for the most part they are Lutheran in 
name only. Many of them have never even heard 
of Luther’s Small Catechism. To remedy this 
you do two things. First, 
you translate Lutheran 
materials into local 
languages. Secondly, 
you distribute those 
materials and teach them 
to the Lutheran leaders 
and pastors of Africa. 
These two things are 
exactly what LIA does 
every day. 

3.  What is the most effective 
way to teach the Small 
Catechism and Lutheran 
doctrine in Africa? 

Rev. May has made great headway 
travelling around the continent. 
He will continue to do that but he 
is only able to stay a week or so 
at a time in each place. The new 
Lutheran School will allow pastors 

and students to study for months at a time in a 
central location.

 4.  How do you serve a continent 3 x’s 
the size of the United States? 

LIA will continue to send missionaries around 
the continent to teach and distribute Lutheran 
materials but to be more effective we will bring 
the bishops, pastors and other church workers 
from around the continent to the Lutheran 
School of Theology where they can get a more  
in depth education.

 5.  How do you bring Lutherans 
together around Africa and  
around the world? 

You do it by building a 
Lutheran School in the 
transportation center of 
Africa with donations  
coming in from all over  
the United States and around the 
world. So far we have donations from such far 
flung places as Texas, England, Finland, Illinois, 
California, Australia, and dozens of other places 
around the country and around the world. 

6.  How do you give the 
Gospel away without 
creating dependency? 

You create a sustainable center 
manned by the students you are 
teaching. Initially, they will help 
build the buildings. Long term, 
they will harvest the crops which 
will sustain them while they study.

7.  How much will the school cost? 
The School will cost around $1.5 million.  
It is located outside of Nairobi, Kenya  
(the transportation center 
of Africa) and includes 
housing for students, 
sustainable garden plots,  
a translation studio,  
chapel and classrooms. 
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