
 

second Sunday of Advent, 

Year C 

 
Notes for the Worship: The bold type indicates where the Congregational responses are, and the normal type 

indicates the pastor or assisting minister.  

 
Sunday Morning Prayer Time 

Time: Dec 5, 2021 10:30 AM Eastern Time 

 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85312458526?pwd=SUtVMkJHdENPRUhjNGdodTFhMDhPdz09 

Meeting ID: 853 1245 8526 

Passcode: 982296 

One tap mobile 

+16465588656,,85312458526#,,,,*982296# 

US (New York) 

 

Dial by your location 

+1 646 558 8656 US (New York) 

 

 

Find your local number: https://us06web.zoom.us/u/kcVmRaPNn8 

 
 

 

 

Sunday, December 5, 2021 

  

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85312458526?pwd=SUtVMkJHdENPRUhjNGdodTFhMDhPdz09
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Introduction 

Forerunners and messengers advance the advent of our God. While John the baptizer’s voice in the wilderness 

may be the principal focus of the day, Malachi’s prophecy could as easily herald the coming Christ as forerunner 

of the Lord of hosts. Finally all the baptized are called to participate in the sharing of the gospel. In so doing we 

prepare the way for the coming of Jesus and assist all people in capturing a vision of the “salvation of God.” 

 

Prelude: ELW 255.................................................................................... “There's  A Voice in the Wilderness” 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who alone does wonders, 

who lifts up the lowly, 

who fills the hungry with good things. 

Amen. 
Let us confess our sin, trusting in the tender mercy of our God. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

God for whom we wait, 

in the presence of one another, we confess our sin before you. 

We fail in believing that your good news is for us. 

We falter in our call to tend your creation. 

We find our sense of self in material wealth. 

We fear those different from ourselves. 

We forget that we are your children and turn away from your love. 

Forgive us, Blessed One, and assure us again of your saving grace. 

Amen. 

God, in Christ Jesus, has looked with favor upon you! 

Through the power of the Holy Spirit, 

☩ your sins are forgiven. 

You are children of the Most High, 

inheritors of the eternal promise, 

and recipients of divine mercy. 

God strengthens you anew to follow the way of peace. 

Amen. 

 

Gathering Hymn: ELW#264 ................................................................................ “Prepare the Royal Highway” 

 

Prayer of the Day 

Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming give to all the people of the 

world knowledge of your salvation; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
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Advent Hymn: ELW#240 (verse 2 ) ........................................................ “Light One Candle for the Messiah” 

Lighting the Advent Wreath: Advent 2 

Blessed are you, God of hope, for you promise to bring forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse who will bring 

justice to the poor, who will deliver the needy and crush the oppressor, who will stand as a signal of hope for all 

people. As we light these candles, turn our wills to bear the fruit of repentance, transform our hearts to live in 

justice and harmony with one another, and fix our eyes on the root of Jesse, Jesus Christ, the hope of all nations.  

O people of hope, come,  

Let us rejoice in the faithfulness of the Lord. 

Amen. 

 

First Reading: Malachi 3:1-4 

God announces a covenant with Israel. A messenger like Malachi (his name means “my messenger”) will prepare 

the way for the coming of the Lord by purifying and refining God’s people, as silver and gold are refined. 
1
See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come 

to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom you delight—indeed, he is coming, says the Lord of 

hosts. 
2
But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears? 

  For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; 
3
he will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will 

purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until they present offerings to the Lord in 

righteousness. 
4
Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the Lord as in the days of old and as 

in former years. 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm: Luke 1:68-79 

In the tender compassion of our God the dawn from on high shall break upon us. (Lk. 1:78) 

 
68

Blessed are you, Lord, the 
|
 God of Israel, you have come to your people and 

|
 set them free. 

 
69

You have raised up for us a 
|
 mighty Savior, born of the house of your 

|
 servant David. R 

 
70

Through your holy prophets, you promised of old to save us 
|
 from our enemies, 

 
71

from the hands of 
|
 all who hate us, 

 
72

to show mercy 
|
 to our forebears, and to remember your 

|
 holy covenant. 

 
73

This was the oath you swore to our 
|
 father Abraham: 

 
74

to set us free from the hands of our 
|
 enemies, free to worship you 

|
 without fear, 

 
75

holy and righteous before you, all the days 
|
 of our life. R 

 
76

And you, child, shall be called the prophet of 
|
 the Most High, for you will go before the Lord 

to pre-pare the way, 

 
77

to give God’s people knowledge 
|
 of salvation by the forgiveness 

|
 of their sins. 

 
78

In the tender compassion 
|
 of our God the dawn from on high shall 

|
 break upon us, 

 
79

to shine on those who dwell in darkness and in the shad- 
|
 ow of death, and to guide our feet into 

the 
|
 way of peace. R 



Zion Lutheran Church   

  

 Page 3 
 

December 5, 2021 

Second Reading: Philippians 1:3-11 

The apostle Paul was the pastor of many new churches. He writes in this letter about his joy to be in partnership 

with the Christians of Philippi. Listen to how tender-hearted Paul, sometimes a stern preacher, is with his friends 

as he encourages them to grow in love and knowledge. 
3
I thank my God every time I remember you, 

4
constantly praying with joy in every one of my prayers for all of 

you, 
5
because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day until now. 

6
I am confident of this, that the one who 

began a good work among you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ. 
7
It is right for me to think 

this way about all of you, because you hold me in your heart, for all of you share in God’s grace with me, both in 

my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel. 
8
For God is my witness, how I long for all of 

you with the compassion of Christ Jesus. 
9
And this is my prayer, that your love may overflow more and more 

with knowledge and full insight 
10

to help you to determine what is best, so that in the day of Christ you may be 

pure and blameless, 
11

having produced the harvest of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ for the glory 

and praise of God. 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Halle, Halle, Halleujah ELW 172 
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The Holy Gospel according to: Luke 3:1-6 

Glory to you, O Lord 

John the Baptist is a herald of Jesus, whose way is prepared by “repentance for the forgiveness of sins.” As we 

hear the careful record of human leaders, we sense the spectrum of political and religious authority that will be 

challenged by this coming Lord. 
1
In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, and Herod was 

ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of 

Abilene, 
2
during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in 

the wilderness. 
3
He went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 

forgiveness of sins, 
4
as it is written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah, 

 “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 

 ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight. 

 
5
Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be made low, and the crooked shall be made 

straight, and the rough ways made smooth; 

 
6
and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’ ” 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon ........................................................................................................................... The Rev. John P. Saraka 

 

Hymn of the Day: ELW#249 ............................................................................. “On Jordan's Bank the Baptist Cry” 

 

Apostles Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 

virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and 

he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 

 

Prayers of Intercession 

In this season of watching and waiting, let us pray for all people and places that yearn for God’s presence. 

A brief silence. 

You send messengers into the world to proclaim the day of your coming. Make our bishops, pastors, deacons, and 

lay preachers confident in their preaching, that their words and our lives witness to your grace. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
Send your Spirit to all living creatures that are endangered. Provide them with shelter and care, and bring us into 

right relationship with the earth that you create and call good. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
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Send leaders to our nations, cities, schools, and businesses to work on behalf of those who have lost parents, 

spouses, and loved ones; immigrants; the imprisoned; those living in poverty; and all who are oppressed. Make 

them bold in their commitments to justice and reconciliation. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
Send your servants to care for those who suffer. Use our ministries and our lives to reach out with compassion to 

those who are hungry, oppressed, lonely, or ill (especially). Grant them healing and wholeness. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
Send prophets to speak difficult truths, even when they are poorly received. Embolden those who ask hard 

questions and challenge accepted ways. Instill in youth and elders alike a passion for pointing to Jesus in all 

things. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

We remember your saints, both those publicly celebrated and those more humbly remembered. Confident that 

your work will be completed, we live in faith until the day of your coming. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
God of new life, you come among us in the places we least expect. Receive these prayers and those of our hearts, 

in the name of Jesus. 

Amen. 

 

Peace 

 

The Offering 

 

Doxology  #884 .............................................................................. “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow” 
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Offering Prayer 

God of our waiting and watching, we offer the gifts of our hearts and our lives to the service of all your people. 

Prepare the way before us as we meet you in this simple meal, through Christ Jesus, our pathway and our peace. 

Amen. 

 

Dialogue 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

Preface 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, 

almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will also make all things new 

in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and 

join their unending hymn: 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY ............................................................................................................................ Page 173 

 

 

Thanksgiving at the Table .................................................................................................The Rev. John Saraka 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come thy will be done, on earth as it is 

in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 

against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory,  forever and ever. 

Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Come to Christ’s banquet. 

Feast on God’s gift of grace.. 

 

LAMB OF GOD  Page 174 

 
Communion Hymn: ELW 256 ....................................................................... “Comfort, Comfort now My People” 

 

Prayer after Communion 

Most High God, you have come among us at this table. 

By the Spirit’s power, form us to be bearers of your word,sharing gifts of mercy and grace with all, 

through Christ Jesus, our host and our guest. 

Amen. 

 

Announcements 

 
Blessing 

The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, so that we may abound in hope by the power of the 

Holy Spirit, through Christ Jesus for whom we wait. 

Amen. 

 

Sending Hymn: ELW#254 ............................................................................ “Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus” 
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Dismissal 

Go in peace. Christ is near. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                  

 

Amanda Abdelmessih, Peter Abdelmessih, Sr, Debbie Agrell, Elna Ballarino, Dennis Bell, Michael Bianco Larry Bianco, Charles Bilezikjian, 

John Buttermark, Kurt Carlsen, Angelina Rose Carlson, Connie Chorman, Frank Chorman, Carmen Cognetta, Michael Cosentino, 

Mildred Curley, Michael Dalconzo, Marg & John Dellacotto, Lois Deland, John Demeter, Roxanne Deer, Billy Durney, Lillian Eidhammer,Rob Farr, 

Stephanie Fergersen, Rosie Fitzsimmons, Flaherty Family, Martin Gignac, Mary Gilligan, Carmela Giordano, Kolbrun Giordano, Christa Gutheil, 

Dorothy Hatibov, Bruce Holmgren, Pastor Lauren Kirsh Carr, Linda Klein, Jessica Lewand, Bunny Lewand, John Lewand, Jaime Light 

Barbara Mak & Family, Janet Miseri, Gerd Molton, Carmine Masullo, Colleen Myrhol, Anne O’Halloran, Daniel Olson, Ole Olson, 

Meghan Ortega & Family, Melisa Perosi, Monica Peter, Thomas Pezzengrilli, Michael Picone, Marina Rebmann, Skip Rehm, 

Richard & Linda Reinhartsen, Connie Retzlaff, Maria Ruello, Joann Ruggiero, Hap and Ingrid Russell, Anita Russo, 

Patrick Russo & Family, Lisa Salberg, Abraham Isaac Saraka, Judith Saraka, Debra Sheedy, Doris Spinelli, Kathy Schulz, Joli Steinberg, Christopher 

Tellefsen, Michele Tellefsen, Catherine Tuppatsch, Corine Urciuoli, Ronnie Urus, Frances Vassallo, Michael Vassallo, Crystal Velez, Joe Virga, 

Matthew Virga, Nancy Virga, Rachael Villamonte, Fred & Sue Vokral, Jack Vokral, Frank Vulpis, Jenna Warmbier, Dawn Whalen, Lisa Whalen, 

Nicole Wildes, John Wisniewski, Richard Wisniewski, Jane Yelacic, Joan Yuskevich 

Dear Prayer Circle members, Louis Cooper has passed away please keep his wife Jocelyn in your prayers. 

To all who have been infected or in contact with COVID 19 

Please email and or call church office with updates for those in need of prayers and or those who can be removed. 

Click on the link below, and Vanco will lead you through how you can give directly 

to the mission of the Church.  

Again, thank you for partnering with us in this important work. 

https://secure.myvanco.com/YH40 

ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH WEEKLY WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Early Worship Sundays, 8:30 a.m 

Sunday School for all Ages, 9:30 a.m. 

Sanctuary Worship Sundays, 10:30 a.m. 
(and virtual worship) 

Coffee Hour 11:30 a.m  

We are looking for volunteers to help with coffee hour 
Set up, clean up, bought or baked goods, and refreshments. 

https://secure.myvanco.com/YH40
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ANNOUNCEMENTS & NOTICES 

Lector:  Rylie Olsen                                                                                        Advent Lighter:  Gabriella Siminson 

If you have a pastoral emergency you may contact Pastor Saraka at (315) 436-5602.  

To inquire about becoming a member at Zion Lutheran Church please contact the church office at 718-981-3151. 

We send our Christian sympathies to the family and friends of Keith Cammisa. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 
For those who have transportation issues in getting to Sunday morning church services, please consider taking 

advantage of Zion’s bus service  The bus is handicap accessible for those who require that special feature. There 

is no cost involved as this transportation service is totally supported through the Edna Berg Memorial Fund. 

RESERVE WEEKLY, PLEASE CONTACT ZION BY THURSDAY - Call 718 981-3151 

 

  

ZION’S BUS SERVICE - RESUMING OCTOBER 24
TH

, 2021 

TRANSPORTATION ASSISTANCE TO COME TO WORSHIP 

Please contact Lillian Eidhammer to purchase ShopRite gift cards 

cell phone: 347-277-2630 or email: eihammer8@aol.com 

Wednesday, 10:00 a.m. in person and virtual. 

Please look for the invitation in a blast. 

mailto:eihammer8@aol.com
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Sunday, December 5 Christmas Concert – Paul Shinn Trio 3:00 pm 

 Christmas Jazz favorites from a 

 Charlie Brown Christmas and the Nutcracker Suite 

Wednesday, December 15 Blue Christmas Worship Service  7:00 pm 

Saturday, December 18  Carols and Cocoa (Christmas Sing A long) 3:00 pm 

Sunday, December 19  Sunday School Christmas Program 10:30 am 

Friday, December 24th  Christmas Eve Worship 4:30 pm 

 Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 11:00 pm  

Saturday, December 25th Christmas Day Worship 10:00 am 

Sunday, December 26th Worship 10:00 am 

(There will not be any Sunday School on Sunday, December 26 and Sunday, January 2nd) 

 

Zion JULETREFEST/ Santa Lucia Pagaent 

scheduled for December 11
th

 has been postponed 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hats, Gloves, and 
Winter Coats 

We will be collecting these winter 

clothing items to provide for 

families in need this winter 

Upcoming  Events 

Toys 
We will be collecting toys for 

children in need for Christmas. 
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Many people are wondering how they can help in this time of need. Zion Lutheran has connected with the Staten Island 

Giving Circle to help provide for people in need during the Covid-19 crisis. As you know there are many people struggling 

financially and this is a way to give support.  

On Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturdays between the hours of 10 a.m. and Noon, there will be someone available to 

collect donated items by the gym door. Because we need to maintain safe practices to protect one another we ask that you 

ring the bell first or call the church (718) 981-3151 to let us know you are here, please wear a mask and keep safe social 

distancing; we ask that you leave your packages by the gym door. We thank you for your help! 

Times to Donate: Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday between 10 a.m. and Noon  

Items needed:  Toiletries: (Shampoo, Paper Products, deodorant soap, toothpaste, toothbrushes, etc.) 

Gift cards: particularly Dunkin Donuts cards for homeless.  

Baby Supplies: (diapers, wipes, tear-free shampoo, lotions/creams for infants, etc.) 

Food: Canned goods, pasta, cereal, mac n’cheese, sauce (we are not able to collect meats at this time) 

We are also accepting financial donations to pass along so they can purchase necessary items or buy food cards.  

The Staten Island Giving Circle provides a backpack program throughout the school year. Backpacks are packed each week 

with food supplies and distributed to the children on Fridays for their weekend nourishment. The children bring the 

backpacks back to school to be refilled for the next weekend. Several elementary schools are currently served. SIGC is now 

preparing for this year’s backpack program. Donations of cereal, granola bars, pasta, juice boxes, tuna, little canned hams, 

etc. would be greatly appreciated for those backpacks. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2021 Zion Lutheran Church Directory Update 

Name: 

Email Address: 

Home Phone: Cellular Phone(s): 

Address: 

Please help us keep our records up to date, you can fill this out and drop off to Church Office or email updated information to lisam@zion505.org  
 

 

We are looking for volunteers to make a difference in our mission:  Become an usher, a reader, an assisting 

minister, work with the altar guild, or acolyte at Worship. These are all ways you can make a difference in 

the life of our community by helping create a wonderful worship experience for all. If interested in serving 

in any of these areas, speak to Pastor John and he will connect you with training and support.  

                                                                                                            Thank you!!! 

mailto:lisam@zion505.org

