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Sunday, September 12, 2021 

 

Lectionary 24, Year B 

16th Sunday after Pentecost 

 

Notes for the Worship: The bold type indicates where the Congregational responses are, and the normal type 

indicates the pastor or assisting minister.  

 

Time: September 12, 2021  10:30 a.m. Eastern Time (US and Canada) 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83829064330?pwd=MWR3UjBaeVpvbXdnQXpITmU0UEJrZz09 

Meeting ID:  838 2906 4330 

Passcode:  945905 

One tap mobile    +16465588656,,83829064330#,,,,*945905# US (New York) 

Dial by your location        +1 646 558 8656 US (New York) 

Find your local number: https://us06web.zoom.us/u/kdQ7GIrhdF 

 

 

Sunday, September 12, 2021 
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Introduction 

Three weeks ago we heard Peter’s confession of faith as told in John’s gospel. This week we hear Mark’s 

version, when Peter says, “You are the Messiah.” In John, the stumbling block is Jesus’ invitation to eat his 

flesh, given for the life of the world. In Mark too the scandal has to do with Jesus’ words about his own coming 

death, and here Peter himself stumbles over Jesus’ words. But Jesus is anointed (the meaning of messiah) in 

Mark only on the way to the cross (14:3); so we are anointed in baptism with the sign of the cross. 

 

Prelude: ELW 798 (Instrumental) .................................................................... “Will You Come And Follow Me” 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose teaching is life, 

whose presence is sure, and whose love is endless. 

Amen. 

Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

God our comforter: 

like lost sheep, we have gone astray. 

We gaze upon abundance and see scarcity. We turn our faces away from injustice and oppression. 

We exploit the earth with our apathy and greed. Free us from our sin, gracious God. 

Listen when we call out to you for help. Lead us by your love to love our neighbors as ourselves. 

Amen. 

All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. 

By the gift of grace in ☩ Christ Jesus, God makes you righteous. 

Receive with glad hearts the forgiveness of all your sins. 

Amen. 

 

Gathering Hymn: ELW 660 ................................................................................................... “Lift High The Cross” 

 

Prayer of the Day 

O God, through suffering and rejection you bring forth our salvation, and by the glory of the cross you 

transform our lives. Grant that for the sake of the gospel we may turn from the lure of evil, take up our cross, 

and follow your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

First Reading: Isaiah 50:4-9a 

The image of the servant of the Lord is one of the notable motifs in the book of Isaiah. Today’s reading 

describes the mission of the servant, whom early Christians associated with Jesus. Like Jesus, the servant does 

not strike back at his detractors but trusts in God’s steadfast love. 

 
4
The Lord God has given me he tongue of a teacher, that I may know how to sustain the weary with a word. 

Morning by morning he wakens— wakens my ear to listen as those who are taught. 

 
5
The Lord God has opened my ear, and I was not rebellious, I did not turn backward. 

 
6
I gave my back to those who struck me, and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; 

I did not hide my face from insult and spitting. 
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7
The Lord God helps me; therefore I have not been disgraced; therefore I have set my face like flint, 

and I know that I shall not be put to shame; 

 
8
he who vindicates me is near. Who will contend with me? Let us stand up together. 

Who are my adversaries? Let them confront me. 

 
9a

It is the Lord God who helps me; who will declare me guilty? 

The Word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm: 116:1-951:1-10 

I will walk in the presence of the Lord. (Ps. 116:9) 

 
1
I love the Lord, who has 

|
 heard my voice, and listened to my 

|
 supplication, 

 
2
for the Lord has given 

|
 ear to me whenev- 

|
 er I called. 

 
3
The cords of death entangled me; the anguish of the grave 

|
 came upon me; I came to 

|
 grief and sorrow. 

 
4
Then I called upon the name 

|
 of the Lord: “O Lord, I pray you, 

|
 save my life.” R 

 
5
Gracious is the 

|
 Lord and righteous; our God is full 

|
 of compassion. 

 
6
The Lord watches o- 

|
 ver the innocent; I was brought low, 

|
 and God saved me. 

 
7
Turn again to your rest, 

|
 O my soul. for the Lord has dealt 

|
 well with you. 

 
8
For you have rescued my 

|
 life from death, my eyes from tears, and my 

|
 feet from stumbling; 

 
9
I will walk in the presence 

|
 of the Lord in the land 

|
 of the living. R 

 

Second Reading: James 3:1-12 

This text uses various images to illustrate how damaging and hurtful the way we speak to and about others can 

be. Not only are we to control our speech, but what we say and how we say it are to reflect our faith. 
1
Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers and sisters, for you know that we who teach will be 

judged with greater strictness. 
2
For all of us make many mistakes. Anyone who makes no mistakes in speaking 

is perfect, able to keep the whole body in check with a bridle. 
3
If we put bits into the mouths of horses to make 

them obey us, we guide their whole bodies. 
4
Or look at ships: though they are so large that it takes strong winds 

to drive them, yet they are guided by a very small rudder wherever the will of the pilot directs. 
5
So also the 

tongue is a small member, yet it boasts of great exploits. 

  How great a forest is set ablaze by a small fire! 
6
And the tongue is a fire. The tongue is placed among our 

members as a world of iniquity; it stains the whole body, sets on fire the cycle of nature, and is itself set on fire 

by hell. 
7
For every species of beast and bird, of reptile and sea creature, can be tamed and has been tamed by the 

human species, 
8
but no one can tame the tongue—a restless evil, full of deadly poison. 

9
With it we bless the 

Lord and Father, and with it we curse those who are made in the likeness of God. 
10

From the same mouth come 

blessing and cursing. My brothers and sisters, this ought not to be so. 
11

Does a spring pour forth from the same 

opening both fresh and brackish water? 
12

Can a fig tree, my brothers and sisters, yield olives, or a grapevine 

figs? No more can salt water yield fresh. 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Halle, Halle, Halleujah ELW 172 

 
 

The Holy Gospel according to: Mark 8:27-38 

Glory to you, O Lord 
27

Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and on the way he asked his disciples, 

“Who do people say that I am?” 
28

And they answered him, “John the Baptist; and others, Elijah; and still others, 

one of the prophets.” 
29

He asked them, “But who do you say that I am?” Peter answered him, “You are the 

Messiah.” 
30

And he sternly ordered them not to tell anyone about him. 

  
31

Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be rejected by the 

elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again. 
32

He said all this quite 

openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. 
33

But turning and looking at his disciples, he 

rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on 

human things.” 

  
34

He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my followers, let them 

deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 
35

For those who want to save their life will lose it, and 

those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. 
36

For what will it profit them to 

gain the whole world and forfeit their life? 
37

Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? 
38

Those who are 

ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be 

ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.” 

The Gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sermon ................................................................................................................................ The Rev. John P. Saraka 

 

Hymn of the Day: ELW 834 ........................................................................... “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise” 

 

Apostles Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
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I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 

virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the 

dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and 

he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 

 

Installation  
 

Installation of Council Members and Staff 

The following people have been selected by the congregation to positions of leadership. We 

give thanks for their willingness to serve. In baptism we are welcomed into the body of 

Christ and sent to share in the mission of God; we rejoice now that these sisters and brothers 

will lead us in our common life and our mutual missions as a congregation. I ask the 

following persons to come forward: 

Council Members 

Sandra Mormile, Council President 

Don Thorsen, Vice-President 

David Thorsen, Secretary 

James Chin, Treasurer 

Joseph Bruzzese 

Mildred Curley 

Bea Jay 

Stacy Olsen 

Lisa Perciballi 

Carol Petersen 

 

Zion Lutheran Church Staff 

Eldon Higgins, Custodian 

Lisa Mazzone, Office Administrator 

Paul Shin, Music 



Zion Lutheran Church   

 

 Page 6 
 

Sunday, September 12, 2021 

 

On behalf of your sisters and brothers in Christ, I ask you: Will you accept and faithfully 

carry out the duties of the offices to which you have been elected? I will and I ask God to 

help me. People of God, I ask you: Will you support these, your elected leaders, and will 

you share in the mutual ministry that Christ has given to all who are baptized? We will, and 

we ask God to help us.  

I now declare you installed as officers, council members, and members of staff of this 

congregation. Almighty God bless you, and direct your days and your deeds in peace, that 

you may be faithful servants of Christ. 

Amen 

 

Installation of Education Ministers 

The following people have been appointed to positions of leadership in education, for 

Sunday School, and I ask them to come forward: 

 

Sunday School Staff 

Carole Bertoldo 

Katherine Bohnaker 

Lillian Eidhammer, Secretary 

Bea Jay, Music 

Lisa Perciballi 

 

On behalf of your sisters and brothers in Christ, I ask you: Will you accept and faithful carry 

out the duties of the vocation to which you have been called I will and I ask God to help 

me. 

People of God, I ask you: Will you support these, your educational leaders, and will you 

share in the mutual ministry that Christ has given to all who are baptized? We will, and we 

ask God to help us.  

I now declare you installed as education ministers of this congregation. Almighty God bless 

you, and direct your days and your deeds in peace, that you may be faithful servants of 

Christ. 

Amen  
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Prayers of Intercession 

The prayers are prepared locally for each occasion. The following examples may be adapted or used as 

appropriate. 

Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 

A brief silence. 

Revealing God, you have made yourself known through bread and wine, water and word. Continue to nurture 

your church, that it is a place where your presence is experienced and shared. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Creating God, you brought life into being and called it good. Bring new creation to lands devastated by 

tornadoes, hurricanes, floods, fires, and other disasters (recent destructive events may be named here). Restore 

forests and curb overflowing waters. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Protecting God, you desire all people to live in peace and safety. Provide for all who are in danger. Strengthen 

first responders to help meet to the complex needs of others. Provide care and compassion as they face trauma 

themselves. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Transforming God, you announce release to the captives and freedom to the oppressed. Break chains of 

discrimination and injustice. Amplify voices that go unheard and inspire us to advocate for the those who are 

overlooked. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Forming God, you gather this community together. Shape our communal life, that in our prayer, praise, and 

worship, we honor you and encourage one another. Keep our disagreements civil and increase our joy in 

working together. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Redeeming God, you accompany your people through every stage of life. We give you thanks for the saints who 

now rest in your embrace (especially). Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to you; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Peace 

 

The Offering 
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Doxology  #884 .............................................................................. “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

 
Offering Prayer 

God of abundance, you cause streams to break forth in the desert and manna to rain from the heavens. 

Accept the gifts you have first given us. 

Unite them with the offering of our lives to nourish the world you love so dearly; through Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Dialogue 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

Preface 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

who on this day overcame death and the grave, 

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY ............................................................................................................................ Page 173 

 

 

 

Thanksgiving at the Table .................................................................................................The Rev. John Saraka 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it 

is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 

us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory, forever and ever.  

Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

All who hunger and thirst, come. The table is ready. 

 

LAMB OF GOD Page 174 
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Communion Hymn: ELW 471............................................................................ “Let Us Break Bread Together” 

 

Prayer after Communion 

People of God, 

you are Christ’s body, 

bringing new life to a suffering world. 

The holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Announcements 

 

Blessing 

Guard the good treasure entrusted to you, with the help of the Holy Spirit living in us. Almighty God ☩ bless 

you with grace, mercy, and peace, now and forever. 

Amen. 

Sending Hymn: ELW 733 ......................................................................................... “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” 

Dismissal 

Go in peace. Christ is sending you.  

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Click on the link below, and Vanco will lead you through how you can give directly 

to the mission of the Church.  

Again, thank you for partnering with us in this important work. 

https://secure.myvanco.com/YH40 

ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH WEEKLY WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Outdoor Worship Sundays, 8:30 a.m 

Sunday School for all Ages, 9:30 a.m. 

Sanctuary Worship Sundays, 10:30 a.m. 
(and virtual worship) 

Coffee Hour 11:30 a.m  

We are looking for volunteers to help with coffee hour 
Set up, clean up, bought or baked goods, and refreshments. 

https://secure.myvanco.com/YH40
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ANNOUNCEMENTS & NOTICES 

Lector:  Lauren Wisniewski 

If you have a pastoral emergency you may contact Pastor Saraka at (315) 436-5602.  

To inquire about becoming a member at Zion Lutheran Church please contact the church office at 718-981-3151. 

We send our Christian Sympathies to the family and friends of Vicky Vulpis. 

 

 

 

Zions Wednesday Breakfast 

  

The breakfast will resume the first Wednesday in October.  This was pushed back one more month, due to the 

Church Rally and the Concert held by the church musician that are both scheduled in September.  the church did not 

want to overburden our volunteer pool. 

We look forward to seeing everyone there!  It has been a long year and a half. 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
                                                                                                     

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In Our Thoughts and Prayers 

Amanda Abdelmessih, Peter Abdelmessih, Sr, Debbie Agrell, Family of Diane Andersen, Elna Ballarino, Dennis Bell, Michael Bianco 

Larry Bianco, Charles Bilezikjian, John Buttermark, Kurt Carlsen, Angelina Rose Carlson, Connie Chorman, Frank Chorman, 

Carmen Cognetta, Michael Cosentino, Michael Curley, Mildred Curley, Marg Dellacotto, John Dellacotto, Lois Deland,John Demeter, Roxanne Deer, 

Billy Durney, Lillian Eidhammer, Stephanie Fergersen, Rosie Fitzsimmons, Flaherty Family, 

Martin Gignac, Mary Gilligan, Carmela Giordano, Kolbrun Giordano, Christa Gutheil, Dorothy Hatibov, Bruce Holmgren, 

Pastor Lauren Kirsh Carr, Linda Klein, Jessica Lewand, Bunny Lewand, John Lewand, Jaime Light, Anna Lisk, 

Barbara Mak & Family, Judy Minneno, Janet Miseri, Gerd Molton, Colleen Myrhol, Anne O’Halloran, Daniel Olson, Ole Olson, 

Meghan Ortega & Family, Melisa Perosi, Monica Peter, Thomas Pezzengrilli, Michael Picone, Marina Rebmann, Skip Rehm, 

Richard & Linda Reinhartsen, Connie Retzlaff, Maria Ruello, Joann Ruggiero, Hap and Ingrid Russell, Anita Russo, 

Patrick Russo & Family, Lisa Salberg, Abraham Isaac Saraka, Judith Saraka, Doris Spinelli, Kathy Schulz, Joli Steinberg, Catherine Tuppatsch, 

Corine Urciuoli, Ronnie Urus, Frances Vassallo, Michael Vassallo, Crystal Velez, Joe Virga, Matthew Virga, Nancy Virga, 

Rachael Villamonte, Fred & Sue Vokral, Jack Vokral, Frank Vulpis, Jenna Warmbier, Dawn Whalen, Lisa Whalen, Nicole Wildes, John Wisniewski, 

Richard Wisniewski, Jane Yelacic, Joan Yuskevich 

Dear Prayer Circle members, Louis Cooper has passed away please keep his wife Jocelyn in your prayers. 

To all who have been infected or in contact with COVID 19 

 

Wednesday, 10:00 a.m. in person and virtual. 

Please look for the invitation in a blast. 

Please contact Lillian Eidhammer to purchase ShopRite gift cards 

cell phone: 347-277-2630 or email: eihammer8@aol.com 

mailto:eihammer8@aol.com
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Please join us on 

Sunday, September 19th, 2021, 3:00 pm -4:00 pm 
for a 

“Welcome Back Concert” 
with our newly appointed organist/music director 

Paul Shinn 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

Paul has been with us at Zion now for six months and would like to invite you all to a program 

of music alongside rising-star vocalist Lucy Wijnands. Paul will open the afternoon showcasing 

some solo classical and gospel piano selections on the beautiful Steinway grand piano in Zion’s 

sanctuary before being joined by Ms. Wijnands to feature her award-winning jazz 

interpretations. Both artists hail from Kansas City, where Paul began learning jazz piano from 

Lucy’s father Bram Wijnands 15 years ago. This special afternoon of music kicks off a 4-part 

“Arts at Zion” concert series that will feature two concerts during the fall of 2021 as well as two 

during the spring of 2022 in an effort to further engage our broader community on Staten 

Island. 

Please invite your family & friends as well as any music fans you may know! 

$20 suggested donation, reception to follow in the narthex 
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Many people are wondering how they can help in this time of need. Zion Lutheran has connected with the Staten Island 

Giving Circle to help provide for people in need during the Covid-19 crisis. As you know there are many people 

struggling financially and this is a way to give support.  

On Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturdays between the hours of 10 a.m. and Noon, there will be someone available to 

collect donated items by the gym door. Because we need to maintain safe practices to protect one another we ask that you 

ring the bell first or call the church (718) 981-3151 to let us know you are here, please wear a mask and keep safe social 

distancing; we ask that you leave your packages by the gym door. We thank you for your help! 

Times to Donate: Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday between 10 a.m. and Noon  

Items needed:  Toiletries: (Shampoo, Paper Products, deodorant soap, toothpaste, toothbrushes, etc.) 

Gift cards: particularly Dunkin Donuts cards for homeless.  

Baby Supplies: (diapers, wipes, tear-free shampoo, lotions/creams for infants, etc.) 

Food: Canned goods, pasta, cereal, mac n’cheese, sauce (we are not able to collect meats at this time) 

We are also accepting financial donations to pass along so they can purchase necessary items or buy food cards.  

The Staten Island Giving Circle provides a backpack program throughout the school year. Backpacks are packed each 

week with food supplies and distributed to the children on Fridays for their weekend nourishment. The children bring the 

backpacks back to school to be refilled for the next weekend. Several elementary schools are currently served. SIGC is 

now preparing for this year’s backpack program. Donations of cereal, granola bars, pasta, juice boxes, tuna, little canned 

hams, etc. would be greatly appreciated for those backpacks. 

 

 

 

 

 

2020 Zion Lutheran Church Directory Update 

Name: 

Email Address: 

Home Phone: Cellular Phone(s): 

Address: 

Please help us keep our records up to date, you can fill this out and drop off to Church Office or email updated information to lisam@zion505.org 

 

We are looking for volunteers to make a difference in our mission:  Become an usher, a reader, an assisting 

minister, work with the altar guild, or acolyte at Worship. These are all ways you can make a difference in 

the life of our community by helping create a wonderful worship experience for all. If interested in serving 

in any of these areas, speak to Pastor John and he will connect you with training and support.  

                                                                                                            Thank you!!! 

mailto:lisam@zion505.org

