
 

THIRD Sunday of Easter, Year B  

 

Notes for the Worship: The bold type indicates where the Congregational responses are, and the normal type 

indicates the pastor or assisting minister.  

 

SUNDAY WORSHIP 

 

08:30 am Join Zoom Meeting 

https://zoom.us/j/94162287839?pwd=OTFhVi9lRit3N1JEL2I0M00yT001dz09 

Meeting ID: 941 6228 7839           Passcode: 222673 

One tap mobile  +16465588656,,94162287839#,,,,*222673# US (New York) 

Dial by your location               +1 646 558 8656 US (New York) 

Find your local number: https://zoom.us/u/aHV5tD6iE 

 

10:30 am Join Zoom Meeting 

https://zoom.us/j/91861705592?pwd=clBOLyt3cElwL3Rrd1pmZlZRYlRvQT09 

Meeting ID: 918 6170 5592           Passcode: 413651 

One tap mobile   +16465588656,,91861705592#,,,,*413651# US (New York) 

Dial by your location         1 646 558 8656 US (New York 

Find your local number: https://zoom.us/u/abE2RAE2QZ 

 

 
Sunday, April 18, 2021  

https://zoom.us/j/98025879299?pwd=TnJES255amw0U25WVjF1SmZJMjJRdz09
https://zoom.us/j/96627438756?pwd=Z240R2I3b05wUDNDSm5jWmpSbjJmZz09
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INTRODUCTION 

The gospel for the third Sunday of Easter is always one in which the risen Christ shares food with the disciples, 

meals that are the Easter template for the meal we share each Sunday. In today’s gospel, Jesus both shares the 

disciples’ food and shows them the meaning of his suffering, death, and resurrection through the scriptures, the 

two main elements of our Sunday worship. 

Prelude Hymn .................................................................................................... “Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen!” 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ, let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks. 

We thank you, risen Christ, for these waters where you make us new, leading us from death to life, 

from tears to joy. 

We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us in the grace-filled waters of rebirth, like rains to our 

thirsting earth, like streams that revive our souls, like cups of cool water shared with strangers. 

Breathe your peace on your church when we hide in fear. 

Clothe us with your mercy and forgiveness. 

Send us companions on our journey as we share your life. 

Make us one, risen Christ. 

Cleanse our hearts. 

Shower us with life. 

To you be given all praise, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

Gathering Hymn  ELW #367 ........................................................ “Now All The Vault Of Heaven Resounds” 

 

Prayer of the Day 

Holy and righteous God, you are the author of life, and you adopt us to be your children. Fill us with your words 

of life, that we may live as witnesses to the resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

First Reading: Acts 3:12-19 

After healing a man unable to walk, Peter preaches to the people, describing how God’s promises to Israel have 

been fulfilled in Jesus. Through the proclamation of Christ’s death and resurrection, God is offering them 

forgiveness and restoration in Jesus’ name. 
12

[Peter] addressed the people, “You Israelites, why do you wonder at this, or why do you stare at us, as though 

by our own power or piety we had made him walk?
13

The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of 
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Jacob, the God of our ancestors has glorified his servant Jesus, whom you handed over and rejected in the 

presence of Pilate, though he had decided to release him. 
14

But you rejected the Holy and Righteous One and 

asked to have a murderer given to you, 
15

and you killed the Author of life, whom God raised from the dead. To 

this we are witnesses. 
16

And by faith in his name, his name itself has made this man strong, whom you see and 

know; and the faith that is through Jesus has given him this perfect health in the presence of all of you. 

  
17

“And now, friends, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers. 
18

In this way God fulfilled 

what he had foretold through all the prophets, that his Messiah would suffer. 
19

Repent therefore, and turn to God 

so that your sins may be wiped out.” 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Psalm: Psalm 4 

The Lord does wonders for the faithful. (Ps. 4:3) 

 
1
Answer me when I call, O God, defender | of my cause; 

  you set me free when I was in distress; have mercy on me and | hear my prayer. 

 
2
“You mortals, how long will you dishon- | or my glory; 

  how long will you love illusions and seek | after lies?” 

 
3
Know that the Lord does wonders | for the faithful; the Lord will hear me | when I call. 

 
4
Tremble, then, and | do not sin; speak to your heart in silence up- | on your bed. R 

 
5
Offer the appointed | sacrifices, and put your trust | in the Lord. 

 
6
Many are saying, “Who will show us | any good?” Let the light of your face shine upon | us, O Lord. 

 
7
You have put gladness | in my heart, more than when grain and | wine abound. 

 
8
In peace, I will lie | down and sleep; for you alone, O Lord, make me | rest secure. R 

 

Second Reading: 1 John 3:1-7 

God has loved us in order to make us children of God. Though we do not yet know the full details of our future 

existence, we trust that God will reveal it just as God revealed Jesus to take away our sins. 
1
See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and that is what we are. The 

reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 
2
Beloved, we are God’s children now; what we 

will be has not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: when he is revealed, we will be like him, for we will 

see him as he is. 
3
And all who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure. 

  
4
Everyone who commits sin is guilty of lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. 

5
You know that he was revealed to 

take away sins, and in him there is no sin. 
6
No one who abides in him sins; no one who sins has either seen him 

or known him. 
7
Little children, let no one deceive you. Everyone who does what is right is righteous, just as he is 

righteous. 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel Acclamation  ELW #174 ................................................................................................ “Celtic Alleluia” 

 

Gospel: Luke 24:36b-48 

In this account of an appearance after his resurrection, Jesus opens the minds of the disciples to understand him 

as Messiah. Jesus convinces them that he has been raised and sends them on a mission to proclaim the message 

of repentance and forgiveness. 
36b

Jesus himself stood among [the disciples] and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 
37

They were startled and 

terrified, and thought that they were seeing a ghost. 
38

He said to them, “Why are you frightened, and why do 

doubts arise in your hearts? 
39

Look at my hands and my feet; see that it is I myself. Touch me and see; for a 

ghost does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have.” 
40

And when he had said this, he showed them his 

hands and his feet. 
41

While in their joy they were disbelieving and still wondering, he said to them, “Have you 

anything here to eat?” 
42

They gave him a piece of broiled fish, 
43

and he took it and ate in their presence. 

  
44

Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you—that everything 

written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.” 
45

Then he opened their 

minds to understand the scriptures, 
46

and he said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to 

rise from the dead on the third day, 
47

and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name 

to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 
48

You are witnesses of these things.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon ............................................................................................................................. The Rev. John P. Saraka 

Hymn of the Day ELW #579 ......................................................... “Lord, You Give The Great Commission” 

Prayers of Intercession 

The prayers are prepared locally for each occasion. The following examples may be adapted or used as 

appropriate. 

Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God who promises to hear 

us and answer in steadfast love. 

A brief silence. 

Living God, in the midst of Easter joy we are still filled with questions and wondering. Open our hearts and 

minds as we encounter the scriptures, so that the church embodies repentance and forgiveness in the name of 

Jesus to all nations. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Creating God, like a master artist you have fashioned the universe out of your love and delight. Heal your 

creation where it is in need of restoration (local concerns for creation may be named). Provide all the inhabitants 

of earth a peaceful and sustainable home. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 



Zion Lutheran Church   

 

 Page 4 
 

Sunday, April 18, 2021 

 

God of all, the nations hunger and thirst for your righteousness. Many call on you for guidance and strength. 

Answer their hopes with the peace of Christ and give your lovingkindness to national, state, and local leaders of 

people. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Healing God, you hear the cries of those in need and answer them in their distress. Grant to those who are sick 

and suffering your compassion and nurse them back to health and wholeness (especially). Be close to the hearts 

of the lonely. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Loving Parent, you have given us such love that we should be called the children of God. Reveal yourself to us 

so that we in this community of faith will become more and more like you in our mutual love and bold witness. 

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

God of all times and ages, those who have died in you now see you as you are. We thank you for their lives 

among us (especially). Assure us of the peace you have promised, that we may join them in everlasting life. Hear 

us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-ending goodness and mercy; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Offering Prayer 

God of love, you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table. 

Receive our lives and the gifts we offer. 

Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering world; for the sake of your beloved Child, Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

 

COMMUNION 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  forever and ever. 

Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

The risen Christ invites us to this table. Come, eat and be satisfied. 

 

Communion Hymn ELW #619 “I Know That My Redeemer Lives” 

 

Prayer after Communion 

Wellspring of joy, through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts. 

Satisfy the hunger still around us, and send us as joyful witnesses, that your love may bring joy to the hearts of 

all people, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Blessing 

May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus. 

The God of life, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 

Sending Hymn ELW# 389 ................................................................. “Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing” 

Dismissal 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Click on the link below, and Vanco will lead you through how you can give directly 

to the mission of the Church.  

Again, thank you for partnering with us in this important work.   

https://secure.myvanco.com/YH40 

https://secure.myvanco.com/YH40
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ANNOUNCEMENTS & NOTICES 

 

If you have a pastoral emergency you may contact Pastor Saraka at (315) 436-5602.  

To inquire about becoming a member at Zion Lutheran Church please contact the church office at 718-981-3151.. 

Our Christian Sympathies to the family and friends of Sally Lorentzen. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

       CONNECTION 

 

 

 
  

Every Wednesday at 10 a.m. 

We are studying the Gospel of Mark. 

Please look for the invitation in a blast on Tuesdays. 

ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH 

WEEKLY WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Sundays, 8:30 a.m Sundays, 10:30 a.m.  

(all worships will be held in our Sactuary and 

in person worship or virtual live stream) 

Calling all 7th and 8th graders; if you haven’t made your Confirmation and 

are ready for classes, contact Pr. John immediately, as Confirmation Class 

will begin soon. 

Greetings Dear Community, 

We are offering two opportunities for connection and prayer, both virtually and in person. This is a time to gather, and 

share our struggles, find support and lighten the load we carry through mutual understanding. 

Come with your cup of coffee tea or hot cocoa. 

Thursdays at 7:00 p.m. on Zoom, (link provided in weekly email)  

Saturdays, 10:00 a.m. in person in the Upper Room 

Please check church website, your email weekly for links and information for Thursday evening (7:00 p.m.) 

Zoom meetings and Saturday mornings (10:00 a.m.) in person meetings. 
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Amanda Abdelmessih, Daniella Abdelmessih, Peter Abdelmessih, Sr, Debbie Agrell, Family of Diane Andersen, Elna Ballarino, 

Dennis Bell, Larry Bianco, Charles Bilezikjian, John Buttermark, Kurt Carlsen, Angelina Rose Carlson, Connie Chorman, 

Frank Chorman, Carmen Cognetta, Michael Curley, Mildred Curley, Marg Dellacotto, John Dellacotto, Lois Deland, John Demeter, 

Billy Durney, Lillian Eidhammer, Stephanie Fergersen, Rosie Fitzsimmons, Martin Gignac, Mary Gilligan, Carmela Giordano, 

Kolbrun Giordano, Christa Gutheil, Dorothy Hatibov, Linda Herman, Bruce Holmgren, Pastor Lauren Kirsh Carr, Linda Klein, 

Jessica Lew, Bunny Lewand, John Lewand, Jaime Light, Anna Lisk, Barbara Mak & Family, Judith Minenno, Janet Miseri, 

Gerd Molton, Anne O’Halloran, Daniel Olson, Ole Olson, Meghan Ortega & Family, Monica Peter, Thomas Pezzengrilli, 

Marina Rebmann, Skip Rehm, Richard & Linda Reinhartsen, Connie Retzlaff, Joan Roitzsch, Joann Ruggiero, Peter Ruggiero, 

Hap and Ingrid Russell, Anita Russo, Patrick Russo & Family, Lisa Salberg, Abraham Isaac Saraka, Judith Saraka, Kathy Schulz, 

Joli Steinberg, Catherine Tuppatsch, Corine Urciuoli, Ronnie Urus, Frances Vassallo, Michael Vassallo, Joe Virga, Matthew Virga, 

Nancy Virga, Rachael Villamonte, Fred & Sue Vokral, Jack Vokral, Jenna Warmbier, Lisa Whalen, Nicole Wildes, John Wisniewski, 

Richard Wisniewski, Jane Yelacic, Joan Yuskevich 

Dear Prayer Circle members please remember MaryAnn, Wilhelmina, Juli Musgrave,and Minnie Bubeleh in your prayers. 

To all who have been infected or in contact with COVID 19 

                                                                                                                 

 

 

 

 

2020 Zion Lutheran Church Directory Update 

 

Name: 

Email Address: 

Home Phone: Cellular Phone(s): 

Address: 

 

Please help us keep our records up to date, you can fill this out and drop off to Church Office or email updated information to lisam@zion505.org  

mailto:lisam@zion505.org
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Many people are wondering how they can help in this time of need. Zion Lutheran has connected with the Staten Island 

Giving Circle to help provide for people in need during the Covid-19 crisis. As you know there are many people struggling 

financially and this is a way to give support.  

On Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturdays between the hours of 10 a.m. and Noon, there will be someone available to 

collect donated items by the gym door. Because we need to maintain safe practices to protect one another we ask that you 

ring the bell first or call the church (718) 981-3151 to let us know you are here, please wear a mask and keep safe social 

distancing; we ask that you leave your packages by the gym door. We thank you for your help! 

Times to Donate: Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday between 10 a.m. and Noon  

Items needed:  Toiletries: (Shampoo, Paper Products, deodorant soap, toothpaste, toothbrushes, etc.) 

Gift cards: particularly Dunkin Donuts cards for homeless.  

Baby Supplies: (diapers, wipes, tear-free shampoo, lotions/creams for infants, etc.) 

Food: Canned goods, pasta, cereal, mac n’cheese, sauce (we are not able to collect meats at this time) 

We are also accepting financial donations to pass along so they can purchase necessary items or buy food cards.  

The Staten Island Giving Circle provides a backpack program throughout the school year. Backpacks are packed 

each week with food supplies and distributed to the children on Fridays for their weekend nourishment. The children bring 

the backpacks back to school to be refilled for the next weekend. Several elementary schools are currently served. SIGC is 

now preparing for this year’s backpack program. Donations of cereal, granola bars, pasta, juice boxes, tuna, little canned 

hams, etc. would be greatly appreciated for those backpacks. 

We are looking for volunteers to make a difference in our mission:  

Become an usher, a reader, an assisting minister, work with the altar guild, or acolyte at 

Worship. These are all ways you can make a difference in the life of our community by helping 

create a wonderful worship experience for all. If interested in serving in any of these areas, 

speak to Pastor John and he will connect you with training and support.  

                                                                                                            Thank you!!! 

 

Please contact Lillian Eidhammer to purchase ShopRite gift cards 

cell phone: 347-277-2630 or email: eihammer8@aol.com 

mailto:eihammer8@aol.com

