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A Message from The Rev. John Saraka 

 
 

 

This is the most important time of the Church year as we 

celebrate and observe the story that is central to our faith. It is here that 

we recount the Passion of God’s love, through the story of the life, 

death, and resurrection of Jesus. It is here that hope is born and that we 

begin to reshape how we see the world through God’s love.  

Please join us this year, and commit either in person or virtually through 

zoom to bear witness to the Good News story that changed the world.  

 

Palm Sunday March 28– 8:30 and 10:30 a.m. 

Maundy Thursday April 1– 7 p.m. 

Good Friday April 2– 7 p.m.  

Easter Sunday April 4– 8:30 and 10:30 a.m. 

 

Palm Sunday – This week, the center of the church’s year, is one of striking contrasts, Jesus rides into Jerusa-

lem surrounded by shouts of glory, only to be left alone to die on the cross, abandoned by even his closest 

friends. Mark’s Gospel presents Jesus in his complete human vulnerability: agitated, grieved, scared, and for-

saken. Though we lament Christ’s suffering and all human suffering, we also expect God’s salvation: in the 

wine and bread, Jesus promises that his death will mark a new covenant with all people. We enter this holy 

week thirsty for completion of God’s astonishing work.  

 

Maundy Thursday – This evening our Lenten observance comes to an end, and we gather with Christians 

around the world to celebrate the Three Days of Jesus’ death and resurrection. Tonight we remember Christ’s 

last meal with his disciples, but the central focus is his commandment that we live out the promise embodied 

in this meal. As Jesus washed the disciples’ feet, so we are called to give and receive love in humble service to 

one another. Formed into a new body in Christ through this holy meal, we are transformed by the mercy we 

have received and carry it into the world. Departing worship in solemn silence, we anticipate the coming days.  

 

Good Friday – Life and death stand side by side as we enter into Good Friday. In John’s passion account, Je-

sus reveals the power and glory of God, even as he is put on trial and sentenced to death. Standing with the 

disciples at the foot of the cross, we pray for the whole world in the ancient bidding prayer, as Christ’s death 

offers life to all. We gather in solemn devotion, but always with the promise that the tree around which we as-

semble is indeed the tree of life. We depart silently, and we anticipate the culmination of the Three Days in our 

Easter celebration.  

 

Easter Sunday – Christ is risen! Jesus is alive, and God has swallowed up death forever. With Mary Magda-

lene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome, we may feel astonished and confused, unsure of what to make of 

the empty tomb. But this is why we gather: to proclaim, witness, praise, and affirm the liberating reality of 

Christ’s death and resurrection. In word and feast, we celebrate God’s unending love, and depart to share this 

good news with all the world. Allelua! 



“Next to the Word of God, music deserves the highest praise. The gift of language combined with the gift of 
song was given to man that he should proclaim the Word of God through Music.” 

― Martin Luther 

 
Psalm 100 

Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all ye lands. 
2 Serve the Lord with gladness: come before his presence with singing. 

 
 
 
Dear Zion,  

We are grateful to welcome Paul Shinn as our next musical director here at Zion Lutheran Church. Over the 

past year we have had to cease both sung and live music at our worship services. This past week it was won-

derful to hear both the organ and piano being played in the sanctuary on Sunday, and I am looking forward to 

returning soon to the time when we can lift our voices in song to praise the Lord. I believe Martin Luther had 

it correct that ‘music’ deserves the highest praise as it is one of the most powerful ways we are both connected 

to one another, convey the message of the Gospel, and express our gratitude to God.  

With the blessing of Paul joining us to lead our musical ministry, we hope we can begin to recruit singers for 

that day when we can sing communally and form a choir to lead us in worship. The former Beatle, Paul 

McCartney once said, ‘I love to hear a choir. I love the humanity... to see the faces of real people devoting 

themselves to a piece of music. I like the teamwork. It makes me feel optimistic about the human race when I 

see them cooperating like that.’ 

I invite you to be a part of something bigger than yourself, and in doing so bring joy not only to the communi-

ty around you, but to yourselves in the process. You don’t need to be a perfect singer, but as the psalmist re-

minds us, just rear back and make a joyful noise together, so that God is glorified in our music. We hope that 

in the coming year we can form an adult choir and an occasional children’s choir that will begin singing at Zi-

on when the singing restrictions imposed by the pandemic are lifted. If you would like to sing please speak 

with our new musical director, Paul Shinn, or let Pastor John know you would like to sing, and we will find a 

place for you in the choir and let you know when the rehearsals will begin.   

Also, if you play a musical instrument, guitar, flute, tuba, trumpet, triangle, or any instrument at all and are 

willing to share your talent, please let us know and Music Team would love to work with you so that we can 

share your gifts in our worship.  

Again, we are excited to return to our singing soon, and hope you will join us in making a joyful noise unto the 

Lord.  

https://www.azquotes.com/quote/535048?ref=choir
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/535048?ref=choir
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/535048?ref=choir


 

 

 

Dear. Zion, 

Pastor Joe Conner, who has faithfully served Lamb of God Church for the past 10 ½ years, has announced his 
intention to retire in April and we are currently planning his Retirement Sendoff.   Part of what we would like 
to do is to present Pastor Joe with a Memory Binder of well wishes from those whose lives were touched dur-
ing his 34 years of pastoral ministry.   

If you would be so kind to share this opportunity with your parish and announce that we will be receiving 
cards, letters, stories, etc. through the end of March.  We plan to present the binder on Easter Sunday, April 
4th.    Memory items may be sent care of the Office Manager at the church address (901 Scenic Highway, 
Haines City, FL 33844).   Anything received after March 31st will be forwarded to Pastor Joe.   

Thank you for your help with this endeavor.  May God richly bless you as we once again make our way to-
ward the Cross and the Empty Tomb.   

Sincerely, 

Kathy Dierker, Congregational President 

Gospel of Mark – My book is short but packs a lot of Good News in it! We are 

currently in the B cycle of the lectionary. Each year, the church rotates between years A, B, and C with a spe-

cific focus on a different Gospel: Matthew in Year A, Mark in Year B, and Luke in Year C, with a little bit of 

John sprinkled in each year. This year we are in lectionary cycle B: Mark. We will be studying the Gospel of 

Mark at our weekly bible study on Wednesday mornings at 10 a.m. that you can either join us at the church 

in person, or log in through Zoom.  

Unique info about the Gospel of Mark:  

Earliest of the Gospels written. 

Shortest of the Gospels.  

Doesn’t have the birth story, begins with Jesus’ baptism.  

Ended with a short resurrection account with the empty tomb, sending the disciples away terrified.  

A longer ending was added later.  

Believed to be written by John Mark, a follower or scribe of Peter, Bartholomew and Paul 

Wednesday Mornings at 10:00 a.m. 



If we missed your Birthday or would like to add your Birthday please email lisam@zion505.org 
or call the church office:, 718-981-3151. 

May the Lord’s blessings continue to be with you and your family, and may His 
words continue to move you from strength to strength. I wish you all the best and 

many more birthdays to come. 

 

   CONNECTION 
Greetings Dear Community,  

We are offering two opportunities for connection and prayer, both virtually and in person. This 
is a time to gather, and share our struggles, find support and lighten the load we carry through 
mutual understanding.   

Wednesdays at 7 p.m. on Zoom, (link provided in weekly email)  
Saturdays, 10 a.m. in person in the Upper Room 

Please check church website and your email weekly for links and information for Wednesday 
evening (7:00 pm) Zoom meetings and Saturday mornings (10:00 am) in person meetings. 

Justin Accornero 

Jesse Amaty 

Gabrielle Arrabito 

Kyle Bensen 

Hillary Burns 

Joy Carlsen 

Justin Cayton 

Kathy Cayton 

Andrew Conner 

Andrew Creech 

Darren Curley, Jr. 

Lisa Giordano 

Judith Gottlieb 

Justine Hickey 

Josef Horvath 

Michael Hudak 

Robert Jakubowski 

Beatrice Jay 

Michael Lake 

Axel Lorentzen 

Sally Lorentzen 

Luke Macwan 

Nicholas Maggi 

Dorie Marrone 

Collen McCulloch 

Angel Medina 

Elaine Minew 

Richard Nelson 

Joseph Nilsen 

Jeffrey Olsen 

Rylie Olsen 

John Petersen 

Richard Reinhartsen 

Sherry Retzlaff 

Dylan Rosenberg 

Frederick Russel 

Linda Skogstrand 

Christina Solomon 

Jennifer Solomon 

Eileen Tuite 

Kristin Valentin 

Jackson Walker 

Dawn Whalen 

Christopher Woodhouse 

Joan Yuskevich 

We are looking for volunteers to make a difference in our mission:  

Become an usher, a reader, an assisting minister, work with the altar guild, or 

acolyte at Worship. These are all ways you can make a difference in the life of 

our community by helping create a wonderful worship experience for all. If inter-

ested in serving in any of these areas, speak to Pastor John and he will connect 

you with training and support.   Thank you!!! 

April Birthdays 

mailto:lisam@zion505.org


Operations & Finance Committee Report 
April 2021  

 

Hello all and Happy Easter! 

Springtime is finally arriving and with that, the hope of warmer days as each week rolls by.  The committee 

has been doing its best to prepare for the Easter season on the building side of things as well as working on 

the upcoming budgets for the rest of the 2021 year. 

As per our last operations meeting, the operations committee reviewed: The status of the communications 

consultant (a member from the synod who was originally contacted to offer guidance on communications 

skills between committees).  We are waiting to hear back on scheduling from the synod member. 

Rental agent reporting: Currently we have a dance school in the gym saturday mornings for the next 3 

months.   We also expect New Caanen church to return in the next month or two. 

Land appraisal:  at our November congregation meeting, the congregation gave approval to get an estimate 

for the 4 lots of land on Home Place that are opposite the last piece of land we sold a couple of years ago. We 

hope to have the appraisal completed within the month to report to the congregation council.   

Preschool: The preschool subcommittee reported that work had been ongoing to get all the refunds out and 

there were some discrepancies with the refund amounts.  These issues have taken a lot of time, but have been 

addressed.  In addition, the church is still holding on for a settlement offer for the $24,000 dollars in Work-

mans Comp fines that the Preschool incurred during the pre 2019 calendar year.  Our accountants are work-

ing on that. 

Investment Committee: The restricted investment funds from our last sale were moved out of the market in 

early June during the unrest and instability in the country and the market. This was done in order to protect 

the investment during these troubled times. Sustainability is returning,  our financial advisors have now put a 

plan forward to move back into the market.  We will be re-engaging  in the market with a conservative plan 

that helps protect the capital, but gives us the best opportunity for growth. 

The Treasurer and operations will be focusing on returning to a regular budget format this June and as such, 

the committee is focused on drafting the budget for presentation at the June meeting. 

A proposal was made and approved to return to the original reporting year of January-December with the an-

nual report in February.  This move also calls for us to return to the three congregational meetings per year 

(November, February and June).  This was approved and prepared for presentation to council at the March 

16th Council meeting where it was unanimously approved.  

 

Spring Clean up! 

Operations has planned for a church work party to take place on April 10th (raindate the 17th) from 10:00 am 

to 4:00 pm.   All are welcome and encouraged to participate.   We will be doing things from raking the 

grounds by the church (please bring your rakes) seeding the ground, digging up and moving small shrubs, 

trimming bushes as well as general cleanup.  We will have refreshments - donations to the cake and coffee 

table are welcome. Please call 718 442-1881 or email tthor353@aol.com if you have any questions or are 

planning to attend. 

 

Thank you, 

David Thorsen 
Operations and Finance Chairman   



 

 
 
 
Breakfast will be, pancakes, an omelet and sausage, packaged to go.  Serving times will be from 8 am to 9 am. 

Our next breakfast will be on Wednesday, April 7, 2021.  

The Zion Breakfast has historically been a 3-dollar donation to help pay for the cost of goods.  Donations are 

appreciated but not mandatory.   If you are interested in picking up a breakfast, please call Lisa Mazzone at 

718 981-3151 or email lisam@zion505.org to sign up and reserve your breakfast.  

 

“Tablet” Pilot Program 

As we have moved into the world of being able to stream our services and have interactive online bibles stud-

ies, it has become apparent that some people may not have the best access to these services. Dave Thorsen ap-

proached the pastor with an idea to get a program going to get computer “tablets” to seniors and those in need 

so they can take part in our activities virtually.  The pastor thought this was a great idea.  After this initial dis-

cussion, we were able to reach out to Mike Jakob (our insurance agent from Carrier Insurance Company) with 

our idea to get a pilot program going.  Mike has generously donated a total of 6 “tablets” to the church.  In ad-

dition, we have two “tablets” (that we were able to re-purpose from the suspended pre-

school program) which allows us to offer 8 tablets to start off with.  If this program is suc-

cessful, we hope to be able to raise funds to expand it.  If you are interested in receiving 

a “tablet” to be part of this pilot program, please contact Pastor John so he can add your 

name to the list.  We hope to begin this Pilot Program by the end of February. 

Zion’s Pick Up 

Remaining classes will be on Sundays at 11:30 am on the following Sundays, March 

21, 2021, and March 28, 2021. 

First Communion Ceremony will be held on Sunday, April 11, 2021. 

Calling all 7th and 8th graders; if you haven’t made your Confirmation and are ready for 

classes, contact Pr. John immediately, as Confirmation Class will begin soon. 

 17th of May Celebration  

There will be no parade this year for the 17th of May. A picnic has been planned 
on Sunday, May 16 at Nansen Lodge from 11:00 am to 6:00 pm. 

Adults (21 years and older) $60.00 / Young Adults (14—20 years) $40.00 
Kids (7—13 years) - $20.00 / 6 years and under are free) 

(Breakfast - Lunch - Dinner Event held outside and Covid regulations will be maintained 

Reservations a MUST Deadline May 1. 

Send reservations to Norwegian American 17th of May Parade Committee 
Post Office Box 691    Staten Island NY 10302 

Any questions call Lillian 347-277-2630 



Greetings Zion Lutheran Church,  
 
Thank you for your continued support of the ministry of Zion Lutheran Church. This past year has taught us 
that our faith is not only vital to our lives, but needs to be adaptable to meet the challenges of our world. This 
message of God's love is constant and unshakable. The vehicle that carries that message through times of crisis 
has been passed on from the spoken word, to print, to media, to technology, to the virtual world, and back 
again, but the real lives that are transformed through the Word of God begins to reshape the world for the bet-
ter.  
 
We are sharing a link below for you to make donations to support the ongoing ministry of Zion Lutheran 
Church through VANCO, the leading provider and host for online giving for the Lutheran Churches of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Churches of America. This is a secure site. 
 
Click on the link below, and Vanco will lead you through how you can give directly to the 
mission of the Church.  
 
Again, thank you for partnering with us in this important work.   

 
https://secure.myvanco.com/YH40 
 

Blessings to you!  

Pr. John Saraka  

https://secure.myvanco.com/YH40


Sundays, 8:30 a.m. Sanctuary 
(in person worship or virtual live stream) 

Sundays, 10:30 a.m. in Sanctuary 

(in person worship or virtual live stream) 

ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH April  2021 

 

Every Wednesday at 10:00 a.m. 

We are studying the Gospel of Mark 
Please look for the invitation in a blast on Tuesdays. 

Please contact Lillian Eidhammer 

to purchase ShopRite gift cards 

cell phone: 347-277-2630 or 

email: eihammer8@aol.com 

Zion Lutheran Church Contacts 

Rev. John Saraka Pastor pastor@zion505.org 

Lisa Mazzone Administrator LisaM@zion505.org 

Sandra Mormile Council President presidentSM@zion505.org 

Donald Thorsen Council Vice Pres. vicepres@zion505.org 

James Chin Treasurer treasurer@zion505.org 

David Thorsen Council Secretary  secretary@zion505.org 

David Thorsen Operations Chair operationsDT@zion505.org 

Joe Bruzzese Faith Form. Chair blueblazer10314@aol.com 

Holy Week Worship Schedule 
Palm Sunday, March 28th – 8:30 a.m. 10:30 a.m.  

(in person worship or virtual live stream) 
(those worshipping at home can pick up your 

palms at the church during the week) 

Maundy Thursday, April 1 – 7:00 p.m. 
(in person worship or virtual live stream) 

Good Friday, April 2 – 7:00 p.m. 
(in person worship or virtual live stream) 

Easter Sunday, April 4 – 8:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 
(in person worship or virtual live stream) 

 
Easter Lilies can be picked up after 10:30 am worship 

In Loving Memory 
Nancy Giovinazzo Marilyn Ann Rehm 
           March 2021 April 2020 

Amanda Abdelmessih, Daniella Abdelmessih, Peter Abdelmessih, Sr, Debbie Agrell, Diane Andersen, Elna Ballarino, Dennis Bell, Larry Bianco, 

Charles Bilezikjian, John Buttermark, Kurt Carlsen, Angelina Rose Carlson, Connie Chorman, Frank Chorman, Carmen Cognetta, Michael Curley, 

Mildred Curley, Marg Dellacotto, John Dellacotto, Lois Deland, Billy Durney, Lillian Eidhammer, Stephanie Fergersen, Rosie Fitzsimmons, 

Martin Gignac, Mary Gilligan, Carmela Giordano, Kolbrun Giordano, Christa Gutheil, Dorothy Hatibov, Linda Herman, Bruce Holmgren, 

Pastor Lauren Kirsh Carr, Linda Klein, Jessica Lew, Bunny Lewand, John Lewand, Jaime Light, Anna Lisk, Sally Lorentzen, Barbara Mak, 

Judith Minenno, Janet Miseri, Gerd Molton,, Anne O’Halloran, Daniel Olson, Ole Olson, Meghan Ortega & Family, Monica Peter, 

Thomas Pezzengrilli, Marina Rebmann, Skip Rehm, Richard & Linda Reinhartsen, Connie Retzlaff, Joan Roitzsch, Joann Ruggiero, Peter Ruggiero, 

Hap and Ingrid Russell, Anita Russo, Patrick Russo & Family, Lisa Salberg, Margaret Sallemi, Karen Sanders, Pauline Sapountzaki, 

Abraham Isaac Saraka, Judith Saraka, Kathy Schulz, Joli Steinberg, Catherine Tuppatsch, Corine Urciuoli, Ronnie Urus, Joe Virga, Matthew Virga, 

Nancy Virga, Rachael Villamonte, Fred & Sue Vokral, Jack Vokral, Jenna Warmbier, Lisa Whalen, Nicole Wildes, John Wisniewski,  

Richard Wisniewski, Jane Yelacic, Joan Yuskevich 

Dear Prayer Circle members please remember MaryAnn in your prayers. 

To all who have been infected or in contact with COVID 19 

mailto:eihammer8@aol.com
mailto:pastor@zion505.org
mailto:LisaM@zion505.org
mailto:secretary@zion505.org
mailto:operationsDT@zion505.org
mailto:blueblazer10314@aol.com

