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A Message from The Rev. John Saraka 
 

HAPPY NEW YEAR!!! 
As we enter into the year 2021!!!! HURRAY!!! CELEBRATE!!! 

                  2020 is finally over!!! 
 

Okay, sorry, but 2020 has been a LOOOOONG year. And I know we all pray that 2021 is going to be better 
than the last one, and I’m thinking unless dinosaurs return to the earth, we should be okay. One sure way that 
all of us can make 2021 better for those around us is to commit to Generosity. Generosity can be one of our 
resolutions as we begin celebrating the ways God is generous to us, and how we in turn can be generous with 
what we have been gifted with for each other. To begin Zion will be exploring The Generosity Project, a re-
source to help us strengthen our role as believers in Jesus Christ through the act of generosity.  This program 
offers an approach to stewardship and discipleship based on the practice of generosity that is grounded in com-
monly held best practices in faith formation, research, Scripture and a Lutheran understanding of baptism. 
First questions, so what then is discipleship and stewardship. Glad you asked… 

The Generosity Project: 

Foundation and Fundamentals 

Bible stories of God’s grace and overflowing generosity are abundant. How many do you know? 

Perhaps you remember Genesis and the creation story, or the Gospel stories of the feeding of the 5,000. Do 
you recall Jesus’ answer to the rich man’s question about eternal (abundant) life? 

Paul’s report of the unbelievable selflessness and Macedonians’ Spirit-led care for others? What 

about the story of a community’s desire to follow Jesus as reported in Acts and Jesus’ first miracle of turning 
water into wine? 

Now count all the hours you and others in your household give to practicing: piano, guitar, choir, dance, base-
ball, soccer, swimming, yoga, math, cooking, keeping one’s balance as we age 

and the list goes on. For all the various reasons and hours we commit to practicing, doesn’t it 

make sense to practice generosity! 

What is Discipleship? 

“Stewardship” and “discipleship” are not everyday words. Rarely does one hear conversation about steward-
ship or discipleship outside the walls of a church, although “stewarding the earth” is a popular phrase reflect-
ing growing concerns related to the environment. What then, does it mean to be a steward? A disciple? 

Stewardship is most often defined as supervising or managing something entrusted to one’s care. In Jesus’ 
time, a steward was the manager of the household. The steward was not the owner but rather a trusted admin-
istrator of the owner’s property. We are God’s stewards of ALL things inherited and entrusted to us. Steward-
ship is the act of “stewarding” the earth, our wealth, our time, our possessions and our bodies. Being God’s 
steward is a role and a responsibility to which one wholly and enthusiastically commits in response to God’s 
grace 

and goodness. Discipleship literally means “one who engages in learning through instruction from another, a 
pupil.” As Christians, the term “disciple” refers to following Jesus and becoming like Jesus in every way. As 
Lutheran Christians, we enter a life with Christ through our baptism – a life of imitating and following Jesus 
so others will know Jesus through us. In our Affirmation of Baptism, we commit to continuing in the covenant 
God made with us.  

 

Pr. John Saraka 
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If we missed your Birthday or would like to add your Birthday please email lisam@zion505.org 
or call the church office:, 718-981-3151. 

Lois Abildnes 

Barbara  Andersen 

Cheryl Arrabito 

Julia Barrett 

Mindy Bensen 

Herbert Brier 

Glenn Chiarulli 

Amy Coombs 

Janelle Crisson 

Joan Crisson 

Amy Figueroa 

Kathryn Goffredo 

Walter Grell 

Bentley Hansford 

Clayton Hunter 

Warren Hynes 

Walter Kaufman 

Matthew Keeler 

Matthew Miller 

Astrid Petersen 

Michael Ruggiero 

Peter Ruggiero 

Lynda Salerno 

Carol Salvatore 

Elaine Secondo 

Michael Sefcik 

Ryleigh Thorkildsen 

Donald Thorsen 

Barbara Tryde 

Jenna Warmbier 

Lauren Weisberg 

Lauren Wisniewski 

May the Lord’s blessings continue to be with you and your family, and may His words 
continue to move you from strength to strength. I wish you all the best and many more 

birthdays to come. 

 

 

 

   CONNECTION 
 

 

Greetings Dear Community,  

 

We are offering two opportunities for connection and prayer, both virtually and in person. This 

is a time to gather, and share our struggles, find support and lighten the load we carry through 

mutual understanding.   

 

Wednesdays at 7 p.m. on Zoom, (link provided in weekly email)  

Saturdays, 10 a.m. in person in the Upper Room 

 

Please check church website and your email weekly for links and information for Wednesday 

evening (7:00 pm) Zoom meetings and Saturday mornings (10:00 am) in person meetings. 
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Operations & Finance Committee Report 

January 2021  

 

Happy New Year to the members and friends of Zion’s congregation. 

 

Zion church and its congregation has endured a severe challenge over the past 10 months as 

we faced the covid pandemic,  shutdowns of business,  quarantine policies and so on.  We 

have made it through by working together.  However, just as the world has had to readjust in 

order to survive, so have we.   

 

Preschool Report: 

As most of you know by now, the church had to suspend its preschool operations as of 

December 31, 2020.  This decision was difficult but unavoidable.   While the Operations and 

Finance committee worked together with the Preschool subcommittee and Preschool director 

to hone the budget down as financially efficient as possible, the unfortunate reality was that 

with tuition enrollment in the low 40s, the Preschool income was only about $20,000 per 

month.  The monthly salary alone was $35,000 - meaning that Zion was covering $15,000 per 

month.  This is in addition to paying 100% of all operating costs of the school.     

 

When the term began in September, it was hoped that the enrollment would increase - but this 

was not the case.   The school suspension was not through lack of effort, as the Director, and 

office staff (Karen Williamson) worked tirelessly to grow the school.  In addition, the teachers 

did their best to maintain a great environment for the children who participated in the 

program.    

 

Unfortunately, following a hard review and with no "end" in site for this pandemic situation, it 

was estimated that Zion would need to subsidize approximately $250,000 to the program to 

keep it going through the end of the school year.  Based on those facts, the Council, 

Operations and Finance and Preschool committees had to ensure the churches survival and 

take the action to suspend the program.   

 

Going forward, the Operations and Finance committee, together with the Preschool 

subcommittee will focus on fixing our infrastructure for financial reporting, etc. and maintain 

a constant review on/or when we are fully prepared to have a program again in the downstairs 

educational floor. 



Other things that we have been working on: 

 

Chimes:  The Zion Chimes have been repaired.  Earlier repair efforts to replace wiring, etc.  

unfortunately were not enough.  We finally were able to have the speakers replaced and more 

work done to the system, thanks to Mangi Electrical Co., and the bells were back in action for 

Christmas.   The only thing left to do is to make a few timing adjustments. 

 

Outdoor lighting:  I was able to spend some time working on the original outdoor lighting 

(ground lights)  that surround the sanctuary.  Most of these units can be revived and as such the 

outdoor lighting project will be able to move forward quickly now.      

 

Building and grounds equipment:  The tractor was repaired thanks to the efforts of John 

Mormile.  It recently required a little more work so John has also been tending to that.  Parts 

have become a little bit of an issue with the age of the machine. 

 

New laptops:  2 laptops were purchased for the church.  These laptops will be used for “Zoom” 

meetings and to give Zion the ability to add technology to our worship service.   The laptops 

also have minute keeping software installed, so that will assist all the committees in record 

keeping and be of great help to the various committee secretaries.    

 

If work needs to be done off site (if the church has to close again for example), one laptop can 

be used by Lisa Mazzone in order to keep our accounts and paperwork going smoothly.   

 

Bookkeeping:  The bookkeeping and use of Quickbooks is moving forward as the data entry is 

almost completed.  Use of Quickbooks by the church to track its expenses, etc. will also be of 

help in preparing our  yearly budgets. 

 

Going forward, the Operations committee together with our treasurer will present one last 

emergency 4 month cash flow projection to carry us until June.  During this time, we will also 

be working on a regular yearly budget to present at the June Annual Congregation Meeting 

together with a full financial accounting of this past year.  

 

As always, I want to thank everyone on Operations and its Subcommittees for all the work 

they put in behind the scenes to keep the church "lights" on  and of course to the pastor for his 

guidance and counsel. 

 

Thank you, 

David Thorsen 
Operations and Finance Chairman   



WEEKLY WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Sundays, 8:30 a.m. Sanctuary (in person worship) 

Sundays, 9:30 a.m. (Virtual Log In) 

Sundays, 10:30 a.m. in Sanctuary (in person worship) 

 
As we continue to keep a close watch on the development on Staten Island with the 
Covid-19 pandemic, we strive to provide spiritual nourishment and worship, while 
keeping one another as safe as possible.  

The North Shore is currently designated a Yellow Zone, which means that we can 
continue to worship as we have been doing, with 33% of our capacity in the worship 
space. If we are designated an Orange Zone, we will need to cap our attendance at 
25 people in the worship space.  

Currently our brothers and sisters on the South Shore of Staten Island are in the 
Orange Zone.  

Recently, the pastors of Staten Island from Messiah, Christ, Trinity and Zion, gath-
ered with Bishop Egensteiner and the recommendation we are making to all the 
churches on Staten Island is that if any of areas on Staten Island becomes designated 
in the Red Zone, which then means our attendance capacity would be only 10 people 
in the worship space, then all the Lutheran Churches on Staten Island would suspend 
in person worship and utilize the virtual worship opportunities for now. This recom-
mendation comes as a way to keep people safe while the numbers of the virus are on 
the rise, particularly keeping those most vulnerable among us, such as seniors, and 
children such as Abraham, who are compromised with ongoing health challenges as 
safe as we possible.  
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Every Wednesday at 10 a.m. 

We are studying the book of Ezekiel. 
Please look for the invitation in a blast on Tuesdays. 

Please contact Lillian Eidhammer 

to purchase ShopRite gift cards 

cell phone: 347-277-2630 or 

email: eihammer8@aol.com 

Zion Lutheran Church Contacts 
Rev. John Saraka Pastor pastor@zion505.org 

Lisa Mazzone Administrator LisaM@zion505.org 

Sandra Mormile Council President presidentSM@zion505.org 

Donald Thorsen Council Vice Pres. vicepres@zion505.org 

James Chin Treasurer treasurer@zion505.org 

David Thorsen Council Secretary  secretary@zion505.org 

David Thorsen Operations Chair operationsDT@zion505.org 

Joe Bruzzese Faith Form. Chair blueblazer10314@aol.com 

Linda Herman Preschool Director zlcpsdirector@zion505.org 

In Our Thoughts and Prayers 

Peter Abdelmessih, Sr., Debbie Agrell, Diane Andersen, Elna Ballarino, Dennis Bell, Larry Bianco, Charles Bilezikjian, 

John Buttermark,  Kurt Carlsen, Angelina Rose Carlson, Connie Chorman, Frank Chorman,  Michael Curley, Mildred Curley, 

Marg Dellacotto, John Dellacotto, Lois Deland, Billy Durney, Lillian Eidhammer, Christa Gutheil, Bruce Holmgren, 

Stephanie Fergersen, Rosie Fitzsimmons, Martin Gignac, Mary Gilligan, Carmela Giordano, Kolbrun Giordano, Dorothy Hatibov, 

Linda Klein, Bunny Lewand, John Lewand, Jaime Light, Anna Lisk, Sally Lorentzen, Barbara Mak Lou Mazzone, Judith Minenno, 

Janet Miseri, Gerd Molton, Anne O’Halloran, Daniel Olson, Ole Olson,Meghan Ortega & Family, Monica Peter, Thomas Pezzengrilli, 

Marina Rebmann, Skip Rehm, Richard & Linda Reinhartsen, Connie Retzlaff, Joan Roitzsch, Joann Ruggiero, Peter Ruggiero, 

Hap and Ingrid Russell, Anita Russo, Patrick Russo & Family, Lisa Salberg, Margaret Sallemi, Karen Sanders, Pauline Sapountzaki, 

Abraham Isaac Saraka, Judith Saraka, Kathy Schulz, Joli Steinberg, Alyssa Traficenti, Catherine Tuppatsch, Ronnie Urus, Joe Virga, 

Matthew Virga, Nancy Virga, Rachael Villamonte, Fred & Sue Vokral, Jack Vokral, Jenna Warmbier, Lisa Whalen, Nicole Wildes, 

John Wisniewski, Richard Wisniewski, Jane Yelacic, Joan Yuskevich 

To all who have been infected or in contact with COVID 19 

PLEASE EMAIL AND OR CALL CHURCH OFFICE WITH UPDATES FOR THOSE IN NEED OF PRAYERS AND OR THOSE WHOM CAN BE REMOVED  

In Loving Memory of 

Dawn L. Kehley-Martinez 
November 29, 2020 

Noah Jacob Thorkildsen 

Ryleigh Harper Thorkildsen  
December 20, 2020 
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Poinsettia 

Acknowledgement for December 2020 
In Honor From 

First Responders Lisa Whalen 

Pastor John, Shannon & Abraham The Congregation 

Jeffrey Griffith, USMC Pamela Sullivan 

Family Members Janet & Ralph Payson 
 
In Loving Memory of From 
Loved Ones Ted, Christine & David Thorsen 
Loved Ones The Whalen’s 
Parents Payson Family 
Leif Abildnes Leah Abildnes & Family 
Mr. & Mrs. Erling Andersen The Marrone’s 
Pastor & Mrs. James Amos James & Chim Chin 
lmo Joseph Baglio Debra Baglio 
Linda Bilezikian Mom, Leah Abildness & Family 
Henny & Trygve Carlsen Family 
Mr. & Mrs. Yook Ping Chin James & Chim Chin 
Carole & Bob Connell Karen, Christian, Kianna & Kristina 
Bergit & Hans Elde Elizabeth & David Stoner 
Bergit & Hans Elde Elizabeth & David Stoner 
Esther Flamm Dr. Erik Flamm, Brita Stark & Randi Flamm 
Dr, Herbert J. Flamm Dr. Erik Flamm, Brita Stark & Randi Flamm 
Helga & Arnold Gahre Linda & George Miller & Family 
Phyllis Griffith Pamela Sullivan 
Edith Grosh The Family 
Edward Grosh The Family 
Horst Gutheil Christa Gutheil 
Thomas Gutheil Christa Gutheil 
Ragna, Nils & Harold Hansen Family & Loved Ones 
Carole Holmes Dr. Erik Flamm, Brita Stark & Randi Flamm 
Carla, Anders, Janet & Ken Hovland Family 
The Kinsella Boys Leah Abildnes & Family 
Mary MacDougall Patty MacDougall 
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Muller The Marrone’s 
The Walter Mulligan Family Leah Abildnes & Family 
Lynda Nilsen Her Family 
Marie Oetting Family 
Kathleen Oetting Family 
Steven Payson Janet & Ralph Payson 
Peter & Mary Ruggiero Audrey, Lily and Stella 
Ruth & Theodore Saamanen Elna Ballarino 
Irene Seyffarth Leah Abildness & Family 
Florence Stone (Christmas in Heaven) Thomas & Mary Stone 
Alice & Bernard Schulz Daughter, Barbara Ribardo 
Angelo Spinelli His wife, Doris 
Angelo Spinelli His wife, Doris 
Angelo Spinelli Debra Baglio 
Angelo Spinelli Dawn Whalen 
Angleo Spinelli Doris Virga 
John Sullivan Pamela Sullivan 
Angelo & Ann Virga Chris & Doris Virga 
Mr. & Mrs. Jui Chi Yi James & Chim Chin 

 
A special thank you to all for remembering our Loved Ones at Christmastime     thanks Lillian 
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https://www.paypal.com/donate/?cmd=_sxclick&hosted_button_id=96ZVKC7EA6PDG 

Click below to make  a donation 


