
  Lectionary 29, Year A 

20th Sunday after Pentecost 

Notes for the Worship: The bold type indicates where the Congregational responses are, and the normal type 

indicates the pastor or assisting minister.  

 

Oct 18, 2020 09:30 AM Eastern Time (US and Canada) 
 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://zoom.us/j/94929484459?pwd=R0lGejNOb1FXbWlmdUpnMTdVMm1ZQT09 

 

 

 

Meeting ID: 949 2948 4459 Passcode: 216859 

 

 

One tap mobile 

+16465588656,,94929484459#,,,,,,0#,,216859# US (New York) 

+13126266799,,94929484459#,,,,,,0#,,216859# US (Chicago) 

 

Dial by your location 

+1 646 558 8656 US (New York) 

 

Meeting ID: 949 2948 4459 Passcode: 216859 

 

Find your local number: https://zoom.us/u/acdN943S5b 
 

 

 

Sunday, October 18, 2020  
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Introduction 

In today’s first reading God uses the Gentile ruler Cyrus to accomplish divine purposes. When the Pharisees try 

to trap Jesus, he tells them to give the emperor what belongs to him and to God what belongs to God. To gather 

for worship reminds us that our ultimate allegiance is to God rather than to any earthly authority. Created in the 

image of God, we offer our entire selves in the service of God and for the sake of the world. 

Confession and Forgiveness 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all of creation. 

Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Faithful God, 

have mercy on us. 

We confess that we are captive to sin 

and cannot free ourselves. 

We turn from your loving embrace 

and go our own ways. 

We pass judgment on one another 

before examining ourselves. 

We place our own needs before those of our neighbors. 

We keep your gift of salvation to ourselves. 

Make us humble, cast away our transgressions, 

and turn us again to life in you 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

God hears the cries of all who call out in need, 

and through his death and resurrection, 

Christ has made us his own. 

Hear the truth that God proclaims: 

Your sins are forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ. 

Led by the Holy Spirit, live in freedom and newness 

to do God’s work in the world. 

Amen. 
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Gathering Hymn: ELW #521 ............................................................................. “O Day of Rest and Gladness” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tDb67u3BoBE 
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Prayer of the Day 

Sovereign God, raise your throne in our hearts. Created by you, let us live in your image; created for you, let us 

act for your glory; redeemed by you, let us give you what is yours, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

First Reading: Isaiah 45:1-79 

The prophet announces that Cyrus the Persian emperor is the one the Lord has anointed to end Israel’s exile. 

The Lord makes this choice so that the whole world will recognize this Lord as the only God. Persia had a god of 

light and a god of darkness; the Lord claims sovereignty over both light and darkness. 

 
1
Thus says the Lord to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I have grasped to subdue nations before him 

and strip kings of their robes, to open doors before him— and the gates shall not be closed: 

 
2
I will go before you and level the mountains, I will break in pieces the doors of bronze and cut through the 

bars of iron, 

 
3
I will give you the treasures of darkness and riches hidden in secret places, so that you may know that it is I, 

the Lord, the God of Israel, who call you by your name. 

 
4
For the sake of my servant Jacob, and Israel my chosen, I call you by your name, 

I surname you, though you do not know me. 

 
5
I am the Lord, and there is no other; besides me there is no god. I arm you, though you do not know me, 

 
6
so that they may know, from the rising of the sun and from the west, that there is no one besides me; 

I am the Lord, and there is no other. 

 
7
I form light and create darkness, I make weal and create woe; I the Lord do all these things. 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm: Psalm 96:1-9 [10-13] 

Ascribe to the Lord honor and power. (Ps. 96:7) 

 
1
Sing to the Lord| a new song; sing to the Lord, | all the earth. 

 
2
Sing to the Lord, bless the name | of the Lord; proclaim God’s salvation from | day to day. 

 
3
Declare God’s glory a- | mong the nations and God’s wonders a- | mong all peoples. 

 
4
For great is the Lord and greatly | to be praised, more to be feared | than all gods. R 

 
5
As for all the gods of the nations, they | are but idols; but you, O Lord, have | made the heavens. 

 
6
Majesty and magnificence are | in your presence; power and splendor are in your | sanctuary. 

 
7
Ascribe to the Lord, you families | of the peoples, ascribe to the Lord hon- | or and power. 

 
8
Ascribe to the Lord the honor due the | holy name; bring offerings and enter the courts | of the Lord. R 

 
9
Worship the Lord in the beau- | ty of holiness; tremble before the Lord, | all the earth. 

[ 
10

Tell it out among the nations: “The | Lord is king! 

  The one who made the world so firm that it cannot be moved will judge the peo- | ples with equity.” 

 
11

Let the heavens rejoice, and let the | earth be glad; 

  let the sea thunder and all that is in it; let the field be joyful and all that | is therein. 

 
12

Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy at your com- | ing, O Lord, 

  for you come to | judge the earth. 

 
13

You will judge the | world with righteousness and the peoples | with your truth. R 
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Second Reading: 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 

Most likely this letter is the first written by Paul. Paul gives pastoral encouragement and reassurances to new 

Christians living in an antagonistic environment. Their commitment of faith, love, and hope makes them a model 

for other new Christian communities. 
1
Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, 

  To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: 

  Grace to you and peace. 

  
2
We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our prayers, constantly 

3
remembering 

before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus 

Christ. 
4
For we know, brothers and sisters beloved by God, that he has chosen you, 

5
because our message of the 

gospel came to you not in word only, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just as 

you know what kind of persons we proved to be among you for your sake. 
6
And you became imitators of us and 

of the Lord, for in spite of persecution you received the word with joy inspired by the Holy Spirit, 
7
so that you 

became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. 
8
For the word of the Lord has sounded forth 

from you not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but in every place your faith in God has become known, so that we 

have no need to speak about it. 
9
For the people of those regions report about us what kind of welcome we had 

among you, and how you turned to God from idols, to serve a living and true God, 
10

and to wait for his Son from 

heaven, whom he raised from the dead—Jesus, who rescues us from the wrath that is coming. 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Celtic Alleluia ELW 174 

 

 

The Holy Gospel according to: Matthew 22:15-22 

Glory to you, O Lord 

After Jesus begins teaching in the temple, religious leaders try to trap him with questions. First they ask if God’s 

people should pay taxes to an earthly tyrant like Caesar 
15

Then the Pharisees went and plotted to entrap [Jesus] in what he said. 
16

So they sent their disciples to him, 

along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are sincere, and teach the way of God in 

accordance with truth, and show deference to no one; for you do not regard people with partiality. 
17

Tell us, then,  
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what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to the emperor, or not?” 
18

But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, “Why 

are you putting me to the test, you hypocrites? 
19

Show me the coin used for the tax.” And they brought him a 

denarius. 
20

Then he said to them, “Whose head is this, and whose title?” 
21

They answered, “The emperor’s.” 

Then he said to them, “Give therefore to the emperor the things that are the emperor’s, and to God the things that 

are God’s.” 
22

When they heard this, they were amazed; and they left him and went away. 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

Sermon ........................................................................................................................... The Rev. John P. Saraka 

 

https://vimeo.com/468670044 

 

  

https://click.email.vimeo.com/u/?qs=f86eb693756fe5de88592c7898d2cac93f1bd90466ea736a6be2e5cf30ceb443695fb980656175c20defaf20dadbfe228388014e7a100867244354ef4ebb034d
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Hymn of Day: ELW #686 ................................................................................ “We Give Thee but Thine Own” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PB24dBXgZHI 

 

 

Apostles Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 

virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the 

dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and 

he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 
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Prayers of Intercession 

The prayers are prepared locally for each occasion. The following examples may be adapted or used as 

appropriate. 

With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all those in need. 

A brief silence. 

Gracious God, you call us by name and invite us to share your good news. Send your Holy Spirit among 

preachers, missionaries, and evangelists. We give thanks for the witness of your servant Luke, the evangelist, 

whom the church commemorates today. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

God of praise, the heavens and all creation declare your salvation. From the rising of the sun to its setting, may 

the whole universe show forth your goodness. Raise up devoted stewards of all that you have made. Lord, in 

your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

God of all, may your word of justice sound forth in every place. Restore divided nations and communities with 

reconciling truth. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

God of light, we pray for those living with pain, illness, isolation, grief, anger, or doubt (especially). Join their 

voices in a new song, assuring them that you call them each by name. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

God of truth, you show no partiality. May your spirit guide the work of justices, magistrates, court officials, and 

all vocations of the law, that your promise of restoration may be known. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Living God, as you raised Jesus from the dead, so raise up those who have died in you (especially). We give 

thanks for their witness, confident of your rescuing welcome for all. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving arms all for whom we pray, in the name of Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 

Peace 
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Offering Prayer 

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. 

You have set before us these gifts of your good creation. 

Prepare us for your heavenly banquet, 

 nourish us with this rich food and drink, 

 and send us forth to set tables in the midst of a suffering world, 

through the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 

Amen. 

 

 

Blessing 

Mothering God, Father,  

☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

 bless you and lead you into the way of truth and life. 

Amen. 
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Sending Hymn: ELW #689 ............................................................................................ “Praise and Thanksgiving 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OyfJVWxrsMo 

 
 

 

 

Dismissal 

Go in peace. Remember the poor. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude  
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SPECIAL CONGREGATION MEETING  
Sunday, October 25, 2020, 11:00 AM 

Special Congregational Meeting this Sunday, October 25 at 11 a.m. 

We will presenting a 4 month budget. 

You have two ways to attend; you can come to the church in person maintaining social distancing 

and mask wearing OR you can connect through the Zoom link that will be provided in next weeks 

bulletin or you may go to https://www.zion505.org/home 

 

 

 

 

Fall Congregational Meeting 

November 2020 

(more details will follow in upcoming emails/bulletins/messengers and our website) 
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As we move into this next phase of in person worship, please remember to maintain social distancing, mask 

wearing, and if you are not feeling well, please stay home to protect your neighbor. Also, please call Lisa in the 

office and let her know what service you will be attending on Saturday or Sunday by Thursday afternoon so we 

may prepare the space accordingly. For those who cannot or choose not to join us in person, there is a virtual 

option that is moving to 9:30 a.m. We are excited to extend more opportunities to worship together, but please 

remain safe in all that we do. 

Please look for more information in the weeks ahead about the opportunities to Worship at and with Zion. 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS & NOTICES 

 

If you have a pastoral emergency you may contact Pastor Saraka at (315) 436-5602.  

To inquire about becoming a member at Zion Lutheran Church please contact the church office at 718-981-3151 

 

We send our Christian sympathies to the family and friends of Margaret Kirchoff. 

 

 

Every Wednesday at 10 a.m. 

We are studying the book of James. Please look for the invitation in a blast on Tuesdays. 
 
  

ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH 

WEEKLY WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 

Sundays, 8:30 a.m. (Outside in Parking Lot) 

If there is rain, the outdoor worship will move inside the gym  

Sundays, 9:30 a.m. (Virtual Log In) 

Sundays, 10:30 a.m. in Sanctuary (in person worship) 
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Drive-In Sunday School  
On Sunday, October 25

th
 at Noon we invite the Zion Lutheran Sunday School families to come to the Zion 

parking lot for a special event. We will have a fun time of crafts, lessons, and Music. As we prepare for 

this special day, please don’t hesitate to reach out to Pastor John or any of your Sunday School teachers if 

we can help your family in any way. 

We look forward to seeing you. 

Drive-In Sunday School 

When: Sunday, October 25
th

 

Time: Noon 

In Our Thoughts and Prayers 

Peter Abdelmessih, Sr., Debbie Agrell, Diane Andersen, Elna Ballarino, Dennis Bell, Larry Bianco, Charles Bilezikjian, 

John Buttermark, Kurt Carlsen, Angelina Rose Carlson, Connie Chorman, Frank Chorman,  Michael Curley, 

Mildred Curley, Marg Dellacotto, John Dellacotto, Lois Deland, Margaret Dunphy & Family, Billy Durney, 

Lillian Eidhammer, Christa Gutheil, Bruce Holmgren, Stephanie Fergersen, Salvatore Ferrotti, Rosie Fitzsimmons, 

Martin Gignac, Mary Gilligan, Carmela Giordano, Kolbrun Giordano, Ameliese Grewe, Dorothy Hatibov, Linda Klein, 

Bunny Lewand, John Lewand, Jaime Light, Anna Lisk, Sally Lorentzen, Judith Minenno, Janet Miseri, Gerd Molton, 

Anne O’Halloran, Daniel Olson, Ole Olson,Meghan Ortega & Family, Janet Payson, Monica Peter, Thomas Pezzengrilli, 

Marina Rebmann, Skip Rehm, Richard & Linda Reinhartsen, Connie Retzlaff, Joan Roitzsch, Joann Ruggiero, 

Peter Ruggiero, Hap and Ingrid Russell, Anita Russo, Patrick Russo & Family, Lisa Salberg, Margaret Sallemi, 

Pauline Sapountzaki, Abraham Isaac Saraka, Judith Saraka, Ralph Scarabaggio, Kathy Schulz, Joli Steinberg,, 

Alyssa Traficenti, Catherine Tuppatsch, Ronnie Urus, Joe Virga, Matthew Virga, Nancy Virga, Rachael Villamonte, 

Fred & Sue Vokral, Jack Vokral, Jenna Warmbier, Lisa Whalen, Nicole Wildes, John Wisniewski, Richard Wisniewski, 

Jane Yelacic, Joan Yuskevich 

To all who have been infected or in contact with COVID 19 
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All Saints Sunday 

Sunday, November 1, 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
Please contact Lillian Eidhammer to purchase ShopRite gift cards 

cell phone: 347-277-2630 or email: eihammer8@aol.com 

 

 

On Sunday, November 1, we observe All Saints Sunday, a time to 

remember and give thanks for the lives of the saints who have impacted our 

lives through their witness. If you have lost a family member in the past 

year that you would like to remember, please contact Lisa at the Church 

Office, and there will be a special time of remembrance during the worship 

service on Sunday, November 1. You can light a candle to remember the 

gift of their life to yours.  

mailto:eihammer8@aol.com
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ZION LUTHERAN PRESCHOOL 

 

It continues to be wonderful at Zion Lutheran Preschool!! 

Our first Community Service project has been amazing!  Each day children put pennies in the large jars 

at the entrance.  We talk about buying food for families who need more food.  The Four Year Olds will 

decide what foods to buy.  (We did tell them no candy! ) The jars are at each entrance, if you have extra 

pennies in your pocket!!  Next month we will be collecting canned food.   

We will also be collecting Halloween costumes for children who are in need.     

We had our first Parent/Teacher Association meeting on October 5th in the Gym.  Families were 

amazing and helped us plan our "Trunk or Treat," so that it can be safe and fun.  One family is donating 

a D.J., one family is donating lighting and pumpkins,.  We are so blessed with such an amazing 

community.   Our "Trunk or Treat" is planned for October 28th and the raindate is October 29th, from 

4-6.  All are welcome!! 

We will be having a Parent/Teacher Association Meeting once a month to inform parents about what is 

going on and to collaborate on making the school even better.       

Each month the children will all wear the color they are studying.  October was Black and Orange 

month.  If you walked around our school on October 2nd and 6th, you will see lots of Orange and Black.  

It helps reinforce what we are studying.  

We will be having a Halloween Parade on October 29th and 30th.  Children and teachers will be 

marching around the parking lot with our costumes.   It will be great fun.   

Our school just joined Amazon Smile as a Not for Profit.  If you do not already contribute to a Not for 

Profit for Amazon Smile, it would be wonderful if you would put our school down for Amazon Smile.  

Below is the link for our school.  The money that we get from Amazon smiles will of course go to 

things for our school. And also if you want to tell your friends and families to register our school for 

Amazon Smiles, that would be so great!!!    https://smile.amazon.com/ch/13-3240953  

If you know friends or family who have 2 year olds to 4 year olds, please recommend our school.  It is 

truly a magical place and we still have openings.   

 “The moment you doubt whether you can fly, you cease forever to be able to do it.”  

–  Peter Pan, J.M. Barrie 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/13-3240953
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ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH  
 
Many people are wondering how they can help in this time of need. Zion Lutheran has 
connected with the Staten Island Giving Circle to help provide for people in need during the 
Covid-19 crisis. As you know there are many people struggling financially and this is a way to 
give support.  

On Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturdays between the hours of 10 a.m. and Noon, 
there will be someone available to collect donated items by the gym door. Because we need to 
maintain safe practices to protect one another we ask that you ring the bell first or call the 
church (718) 981-3151 to let us know you are here, please wear a mask and keep safe social 
distancing; we ask that you leave your packages by the gym door. We thank you for your help! 

Times to Donate: Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday between 10 a.m. and Noon  

Items needed:  

Toiletries: (Shampoo, Paper Products, deodorant soap, toothpaste, toothbrushes, etc.) 

Gift cards: particularly Dunkin Donuts cards for homeless.  

Baby Supplies: (diapers, wipes, tear-free shampoo, lotions/creams for infants, etc.) 

Food: Canned goods, pasta, cereal, mac n’ cheese, sauce (we are not able to collect meats at this time) 

 

We are also accepting financial donations to pass along so they can purchase necessary items 
or buy food cards.  

 
The Staten Island Giving Circle provides a backpack program throughout the school year. 
Backpacks are packed each week with food supplies and distributed to the children on Fridays 
for their weekend nourishment. The children bring the backpacks back to school to be refilled 
for the next weekend. Several elementary schools are currently served. 

SIGC is now preparing for this year’s backpack program. Donations of cereal, granola bars, 
pasta, juice boxes, tuna, little canned hams, etc. would be greatly appreciated for those 
backpacks. 

 


