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Dear Zion Lutheran family,  

We are currently living through the most challenging times that I have ever witnessed in my 50 years here on this planet. With 

the effects of the Covid-19 pandemic, the shut-down of so many businesses and its economic impact, the cases of health 

issues for many, the rising death toll that has reached 200,000, the changes in societal norms, it is no wonder that anxiety and 

stress is also rising as well.  

Please be mindful of your own stress and anxiety, and aware of resources that may be helpful to navigate these challenging 

times.  

With our faith, let us double down on some basic principles of our spiritual well-being and faith.  

Pray. Sometimes we think we don’t have the right words for God, but that is the beauty of prayer, it is simply talking to God 

as if you were talking to a friend, neighbor, or family member. God is familiar with us, and amazingly is open to our tears of 

sorrow, our moments of anxiety and fear, and our overwhelming struggle to hold it together when the waves our crashing 

against our boat.  

Read Scripture. The bible is filled with stories and verses that remind us when it comes to dealing with stress and anxiety, 

this is not the people of God’s first rodeo. We have been here before and there is a message of hope to lift up, and a better day 

coming. In the meantime, the bible often gives us the language to embolden our spirits for the current day.  

Worship. Yes, worship has been different, but there is still strength for the believer in worship. (See the notes on Prayer and 

Reading Scripture above as we communally do both) Whether it is virtual or gathering with smaller groups in various settings, 

we have the opportunity to seek God’s mercy and love, give thanks for God’s sustenance, and find strength in one another 

during these times.  

Check In. The beauty of the faith community is our call to share our life together. We are encouraged to share our joys and 

sorrows with one another, so we are reminded that none of us walks alone. In our coming together, there are ears to listen, 

shoulders to lean on, and help to mobilize when needed. Please don’t hesitate to call one another or the Pastor.  

Get professional help if needed. Life is challenging on a normal day, but life in the days of a pandemic can be 

overwhelming. If you are struggling and feel you need some professional help, there are some resources listed below to find 

some guidance and assistance. If you need help navigating where to find help, please reach out to Pastor John for assistance.  

https://omh.ny.gov/omhweb/guidance/covid-19-managing-stress-anxiety.pdf 

https://nami.org/Home 

https://www.samhsa.gov/ 

In addition to local organizations, please reach out to these organizations. You can call for yourself or because you are 

concerned about someone else. 

 National Domestic Violence Hotline 1-800-799-7233 

 Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration National Helpline 1-800-662-4357 

 AA Meeting Locator 1-844-334-6862 

 National Suicide Prevention Hotline  - 1-800-273-8255 

 

 

Continued prayers of strength and hope.  

Pr. John Saraka 
 

  

A Message from The Rev. John Saraka 

Isaiah 41:10 

“So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you 

and help you; I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.” 

 

Psalm 56:3 

“When I am afraid, I put my trust in you.” 
 

https://omh.ny.gov/omhweb/guidance/covid-19-managing-stress-anxiety.pdf
https://nami.org/Home
https://www.samhsa.gov/


 

Drive-In Sunday School 

 

On Sunday, October 25
th

 at Noon we invite the Zion Lutheran Sunday School families to come to the Zion 

parking lot for a special event. We will have a fun time of crafts, lessons, and Music. As we prepare for this 

special day, please don’t hesitate to reach out to Pastor John or any of your Sunday School teachers if we can 

help your family in any way. 

We look forward to seeing you. 

Drive-In Sunday School 

When: Sunday, October 25
th

 

Time: Noon 

 

 

 

SPECIAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

Sunday, October 11
th
 at 11 a.m. 

You can join us in the sanctuary for this meeting observing safe distancing and mask wearing, or you can connect 

with us through Zoom in a link that will be sent out as we near the October 11
th

 date. 

This time of year is often the kickoff many in person events in our community. We have put those events on hold 

for the time being because of the Covid-19 pandemic. We will keep you posted as to when the Festivals and Fairs 

will return.  

 

All Saints Sunday 

Sunday, November 1, 2019 

 

  

On Sunday, November 1, we observe All Saints Sunday, a time to remember 

and give thanks for the lives of the saints who have impacted our lives 

through their witness. If you have lost a family member in the past year that 

you would like to remember, please contact Lisa at the Church Office, and 

there will be a special time of remembrance during the worship service on 

Sunday, November 1. You can light a candle to remember the gift of their 

life to yours.  



 

 

 

 

 
Erling Andersen ............................... Oct 10 
Carole Bertoldo ................................ Oct 12 
Patricia Bitetti .................................. Oct 29 
Gail Brier ........................................... Oct 4 
Kyrie Burns ..................................... Oct 26 
Leah Burns ...................................... Oct 27 
Emily Capper ..................................... Oct 4 
Kristofer Carilli ................................ Oct 22 
Frank Carilli ...................................... Oct 3 
Brendan Cayton ............................... Oct 19 
Laura Chiarulli ................................. Oct 25 
Joseph Chierchio ................................ Oct 5 
Joann Devito .................................... Oct 23 
Erik Diaz ............................................ Oct 6 
David Figlo ...................................... Oct 16 
Karen Genco .................................... Oct 16 
Kolbrun Giordano ........................... Oct 11 
Anthony Goffredo ............................ Oct 31 
Danielle Keeler ................................ Oct 19 
Richard Keeler ................................... Oct 8 
Tori Knell .......................................... Oct 5 
Lucas Krueger .................................... Oct 4 
Carole Larsen ..................................... Oct 4 
Josh Leslierandal ................................ Oct 8 

Robert Marrone ................................. Oct 5 
Bertha Medina ................................. Oct 28 
Joyce Monnick .................................... Oct 1 
Derek Mugge ...................................... Oct 8 
Nicole Mugge ................................... Oct 25 
Barbara Nalwasky ............................... Oct 1 
Lena Ognibene ................................. Oct 11 
Bernie Olsen ...................................... Oct 6 
Catherine Olsen ............................... Oct 14 
Karin Piersiak .................................... Oct 9 
Frank Retzlaff ................................... Oct 25 
Dawn Richardson ............................. Oct 10 
Barbara Russel.................................. Oct 27 
Frank Russel, Jr. ............................... Oct 28 
Margaret Sallemi .............................. Oct 21 
Janet Scheiper ................................... Oct 17 
Carol Shannon ................................. Oct 26 
Elizabeth Stoner ............................... Oct 16 
Pamela Sullivan ................................ Oct 20 
Lillian Tellefsen ................................ Oct 11 
Eric Vokral ......................................... Oct 9 
Christian Walker ................................ Oct 3

If we missed your Birthday or would like to add your Birthday please email lisam@zion505.org or call the church 

office:, 718-981-3151. 

  

Warmest thoughts of you on your special day. May God richly bless you with all the things 

that make your heart happy, and may your day be filled with joy. On your birthday, may your 

day be touched by God’s presence in your life and filled with the kind of joy that only he can 

bring. Happy Birthday! 

mailto:lisam@zion505.org


 

 
 

 

As we move into this next phase of in person worship, please remember to maintain social distancing, mask 

wearing, and if you are not feeling well, please stay home to protect your neighbor. Also, please call Lisa in the 

office and let her know what service you will be attending on Saturday or Sunday by Thursday afternoon so we 

may prepare the space accordingly. For those who cannot or choose not to join us in person, there is a virtual option 

that is moving to 9:30 a.m. We are excited to extend more opportunities to worship together, but please remain safe 

in all that we do. 

Please look for more information in the weeks ahead about the opportunities to Worship at and with Zion. 

 

 

Upcoming Congregation Meeting 

Sunday, October 11, 2020, 11:00 AM 

On Sunday, October 11th, 2020 we will have a brief Congregational Meeting to vote on a 4 month cash flow budget. 

The Meeting will be at 11 a.m. on Sunday morning and you can attend in person in the sanctuary or you can join 

through the Zoom link which we will send out to everyone the day before the meeting.  

Fall Congregational Meeting 
November 2020 

(more details will follow in upcoming emails/bulletins/messengers) 
 

 
 

 

Every Wednesday at 10 a.m. 

We are studying the book of James. Please look for the invitation in a blast on Tuesdays. 

ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH 

WEEKLY WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
(worship schedule will resume on October 3

rd
) 

Saturdays, 4:00 p.m. in Gym (in person worship) 

Sundays, 8:30 a.m. (Outside in Parking Lot) 

If there is rain, the outdoor worship will move inside the gym  

Sundays, 9:30 a.m. (Virtual Log In) 

Sundays, 10:30 a.m. in Sanctuary (in person worship) 



 

 

 

 
Please contact Lillian Eidhammer to purchase ShopRite gift cards 

cell phone: 347-277-2630 or email: eihammer8@aol.com 

 

 

 

 
Ways to stay connected to Zion:  

1. E-mail blasts: Check your e-mails for our mid-week updates, children’s messages, invitations to bible study, and 

Sunday morning bulletins, sermons, and an invite to the Sunday prayer time live.  

2. Go to www.zion505.org and click on the Pastor John Worship link to access the weekly bulletin and messages.  

3. Live Stream interactions – both on Wednesday mornings at 10 a.m. and Sunday mornings at 10:30 a.m. we have a 

way to live stream our bible study (Wed.) and Sunday Prayer Time (Sun.) through gotomeeting.com – look for the e-

mail invitation or go to the website and connect through the Sunday bulletin.  

4. Call Pastor John or other members directly to check in and see how everyone is doing.  

Wishing Bunny and John Lewand 

A Happy 70
th

 Wedding Anniversary 
 

mailto:eihammer8@aol.com
http://www.zion505.org/


 

 
ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH  
 
 
Many people are wondering how they can help in this time of need. Zion Lutheran has connected with the Staten 

Island Giving Circle to help provide for people in need during the Covid-19 crisis. As you know there are many 

people struggling financially and this is a way to give support.  

On Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturdays between the hours of 10 a.m. and Noon, there will be someone 

available to collect donated items by the gym door. Because we need to maintain safe practices to protect one 

another we ask that you ring the bell first or call the church (718) 981-3151 to let us know you are here, please wear 

a mask and keep safe social distancing; we ask that you leave your packages by the gym door. We thank you for 

your help! 

 

Times to Donate: Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday between 10 a.m. and Noon  

Items needed:  Toiletries: (Shampoo, Paper Products, deodorant soap, toothpaste, toothbrushes, etc.) 

Gift cards: particularly Dunkin Donuts cards for homeless.  

Baby Supplies: (diapers, wipes, tear-free shampoo, lotions/creams for infants, etc.) 

Food: Canned goods, pasta, cereal, mac n’ cheese, sauce (we are not able to collect meats at this time) 

We are also accepting financial donations to pass along so they can purchase necessary items or buy food cards.  

 

The Staten Island Giving Circle provides a backpack program throughout the school year. 

Backpacks are packed each week with food supplies and distributed to the children on Fridays for their weekend 

nourishment. The children bring the backpacks back to school to be refilled for the next weekend. Several 

elementary schools are currently served. 

SIGC is now preparing for this year’s backpack program. Donations of cereal, granola bars, pasta, juice boxes, 

tuna, little canned hams, etc. would be greatly appreciated for those backpacks. 

  

 



 

ZION LUTHERAN PRESCHOOL 

 

 

It has been a wonderful beginning at Zion Lutheran Preschool!! 

 

The children are settling in very quickly and making friends, experimenting with materials and growing and 

learning.   There is truly a joyful hum when you come to our school!   

 

This year we will be doing Community Service throughout the year.  Our first Community Service project is a 

Penny Harvest for the Trinity Pantry.  There will be large bottles at each entrance to collect pennies or other 

change.  We truly believe that young children understand that there are others who have less and we can help 

 

Each month we will be doing a different Community Service.  We hope that Church families will also contribute to 

our Penny Harvest. 

 

We are also starting a Parent/Teacher Association.  Our first meeting is October 5th at 7:00 in the Gym.  We want 

to really have a Home/School team.  We love to hear ideas about how to make our school even better.  The first 

event we will be working on is a Trunk or Treat for Halloween.  We have to make sure that we are Socially Distant 

and safe.   

 

Each month the children will all wear the color they are studying.  September was Red month.  If you walked 

around our school on September 21st and 22nd you will see lots of Red.  It helps reinforce what we are studying.  

 

Our school just joined Amazon Smile as a Not for Profit.  If you do not already contribute to a Not for Profit for 

Amazon Smile, it would be wonderful if you would put our school down for Amazon Smile.  Below is the link for 

our school.  The money that we get from Amazon smiles will of course go to things for our school. And also if you 

want to tell your friends and families to register our school for Amazon Smiles, that would be so great!!! 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/13-3240953  

 

If you know friends or family who have 2 year olds to 4 year olds, please recommend our school.  It is truly a 

magical place and we still have openings.  

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/13-3240953


 

 

  



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

       
Ella Juliette Chiarulli Helga Gahre 
   September 26, 2020 1930 - 2020 
 

 

 In Our Thoughts and Prayers 
Peter Abdelmessih, Sr., Debbie Agrell, Diane Andersen, Elna Ballarino, Dennis Bell, Larry Bianco, Charles Bilezikjian, John Buttermark, 

Kurt Carlsen, Angelina Rose Carlson, Connie Chorman, Frank Chorman,  Michael Curley, 

Mildred Curley, John Dellacotto, Lois Deland, Roge, Margaret Dunphy & Family, Billy Durney, Lillian Eidhammer, 

Christa Gutheil, Bruce Holmgren, Stephanie Fergersen, Salvatore Ferrotti, Rosie Fitzsimmons, Martin Gignac, 

Mary Gilligan, Carmela Giordano, Kolbrun Giordano, Dorothy Hatibov, Linda Klein, Bunny Lewand, John Lewand, 

Jaime Light, Anna Lisk, Sally Lorentzen, Judith Minenno, Janet Miseri, Gerd Molton, Thomas & Joseph Nichols, 

Anne O’Halloran, Daniel Olson, Ole Olson,Meghan Ortega & Family, Janet Payson, Monica Peter, Thomas Pezzengrilli, 

Marina Rebmann, Skip Rehm, Richard & Linda Reinhartsen, Connie Retzlaff, Joan Roitzsch, Joann Ruggiero, 

Peter Ruggiero, Hap and Ingrid Russell, Anita Russo, Patrick Russo & Family, Lisa Salberg, Margaret Sallemi, 

Pauline Sapountzaki, Abraham Isaac Saraka, Judith Saraka, Ralph Scarabaggio, Kathy Schulz, Joli Steinberg,, 

Alyssa Traficenti, Catherine Tuppatsch, Ronnie Urus, Joe Virga, Matthew Virga, Nancy Virga, Rachael Villamonte, 

Fred & Sue Vokral, Jack Vokral, Jenna Warmbier, Lisa Whalen, Nicole Wildes, John Wisniewski, Richard Wisniewski, 

Jane Yelacic, Joan Yuskevich 

To all who have been infected or in contact with COVID 19 

                                                                                                                                     

Zion Lutheran Church Contacts 
 

The Rev. John Saraka Pastor pastor@zion505.org 

Lisa Mazzone Administrator LisaM@zion505.org 

Sandra Mormile Council President presidentSM@zion505.org 

Donald Thorsen Council Vice President vicepres@zion505.org 

James Chin Treasurer treasurer@zion505.org 

David Thorsen Council Secretary  secretary@zion505.org 

David Thorsen Operations Chair operationsDT@zion505.org 

Joe Bruzzese Faith Formation Chair blueblazer10314@aol.com 

Linda Herman Preschool Director zlcpsdirector@zion505.org 

mailto:pastor@zion505.org
mailto:LisaM@zion505.org
mailto:secretary@zion505.org
mailto:operationsDT@zion505.org
mailto:blueblazer10314@aol.com

