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It has not been a thousand days yet, but around 181 days is certainly long enough to not be coming together for in person 

worship in our sanctuary. For those who are regular committed worshipers this has been a challenging time, but we have made 

the decision to love our neighbor, particularly the most vulnerable among us by not gathering during the Corona Virus over 

the last several months. The Israelites numerous times experienced the loss of their temple in Jerusalem, and the early church 

certainly had periods of being expelled from the synagogues, which caused people of faith, particularly the diaspora and 

exiled, to creatively figure out how to continue being the people of God. Zion has incorporated technology, and utilized the 

virtual world to continue to keep the message of the Gospel moving outward, and Zion has continued to reach out to our 

neighbors in need by providing prayers, supplies, and essential resources to those struggling through the work of the Staten 

Island Giving Circle.  Which leads me to lift up what many of my colleagues have been lifting up through these challenging 

days when people say that our churches are closed, the church IS NOT closed, the church has at it has done numerous times in 

its history adapted to survive and live out our call to love one another. 

Over the summer, we have begun to worship in person outdoors, implementing safety protocols of social distancing, mask 

wearing, and sanitizing when necessary, and tracking the members who are attending week to week to keep everyone as safe 

as possible.  

On Saturday and Sunday, September 19
th

 and 20th, we will add the weekly option to worship indoors in the sanctuary. 

Whereas we are excited to be together in person in our sanctuary, we must remain diligent in our efforts to protect one another 

by following the recommended and best practices of safety protocol.  

 

1. Currently we are allowed 33% of the worship space capacity which gives us the ability to gather around 132 people per 

week, we suggest keeping the number under 100 at 99.  

a. We will set up a way to register to worship by calling into the office and identifying what worship service you are 

attending so we can keep the numbers safe.  

b. We will keep track of attendees to worship weekly. 

c. We will restrict access to building utilizing doors we can keep open during the worship times. 

d. We will limit bathroom use and create a sanitizing protocol after every use. 

e. We will make one way traffic in sanctuary (enter center aisle in/exit side aisle out) with clear markings on floor. 

f. We will dismiss people by pew row. 

g. We will offer multiple worship opportunities weekly which include a Saturday option, Sunday morning outdoor and 

indoor option, and a virtual option for those who are making the decision to maintain distancing by worshipping from 

home. 

2. Masks are required. 

 

3. Social Distancing is required. 

a. Mark sanctuary for seating with space in each row, and 2 pews between each available pew.   

b. Usher maintains social distancing protocol. 

4. Gloves for leaders. 

5. If someone has a fever, is not feeling well, please make the safe choice and remain home that week until you 

are well.  

6. Training of usher staff to meet needs of covid-19 protocol. 

7. Seating will occur only with your family unit, no person to person contact. 

8. No hymnals, limited bulletins available which will be discarded after each worship. 

a. We will e-mail bulletins out prior to worship. 

9. Offering – Stationary plate by exit. 

10. No indoor socialization before or after worship.  

11. After each indoor worship concludes the sanctuary will be sanitized.  

12. Worship will be brief, around 25 minutes.  

13. Please let Pastor John know if you are willing to lector or usher at any of the worship services. 

A Message from The Rev. John Saraka 

The glory of the Lord entered the temple through the gate facing east. 
 
Then the Spirit lifted me 

up and brought me into the inner court, and the glory of the Lord filled the temple. 

(Ezekiel 43:4-5) 

Better is one day in your courts than a thousand elsewhere. (Psalm 84:10) 



 

 

 
 

 

Remember we will offer both an Outdoor Worship at 8:30 a.m. and a virtual worship at 10:30 a.m. every Sunday! 

We will send the e-mail blast invite to connect to the virtual worship in the bulletin through gotomeeting.com. 

Some additional notes about the outdoor worship: This will happen as long as we remain in Phase 2 or above in this 

time of re-opening during the Corona-virus pandemic. If there is a spike in cases of the virus, we will reconsider 

our options. While we are offering an Outdoor worship opportunity, we will also continue to post bulletins, 

sermons, and songs on our website, and e-mail blast these resources out to the congregation. We will also continue 

hosting a virtual Sunday Morning Prayer time at 10:30 a.m. for those who are not able to join us outside or need to 

restrict their access to others for health reasons.  
 

 

 Zion Lutheran has connected with the Staten Island Giving Circle to help provide for 

people in need during the Covid-19 crisis. As you know there are many people struggling financially and this is a 

way to give support. On Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturdays between the hours of 10 a.m. and Noon, there will 

be someone available to collect donated items by the gym door. Because we need to maintain safe practices to 

protect one another we ask that you ring the bell first or call the church (718) 981-3151 to let us know you are here, 

please wear a mask and keep safe social distancing; we ask that you leave your packages by the gym door. We 

thank you for your help! 

 

Times to Donate: Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday between 10 a.m. and Noon  

Items needed:  

Toiletries (Shampoo, Paper Products, deodorant soap, toothpaste, toothbrushes, etc.) 

Gift cards: particularly Dunkin Donuts cards for homeless.  

Baby Supplies (diapers, wipes, tear-free shampoo, lotions/creams for infants, etc.) 

Food: Canned goods, pasta, cereal, mac n’ cheese, sauce (we are not able to collect meats at this time) 

 

We are also accepting financial donations to pass along so they can purchase necessary items or buy food cards. 

ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH 

WEEKLY WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

beginning September 19th and 20th  

Saturday, September 19 4:00 p.m. in Gym 

Sunday, September 20 8:30 a.m. (Outside in Parking Lot) 

  9:30 a.m. (Virtual Log In) 

 10:30 a.m. in Sanctuary 



 

SEPTEMBER 2020 OPERATIONS COMMITTEE UDATE 

 

Hello all, 

The summer of 2020 is coming to an end and while this has been one of the more stressful summers on record we 

have many things to be hopeful for as we look forward to the coming Fall season. 

The Operations Committee in conjunction with the Preschool Subcommittee are working together to assist and 

support our new Preschool Director, Linda Herman, as she and her staff prepare for the 2020-21 school year.  Due 

to the continuing Covid 19 limitations she has had a number of challenges to overcome but she is fully prepared to 

welcome the new and returning children back to Zion for a new school year.  Linda has repeatedly expressed her 

appreciation for all the support and the donations of school supplies she has received from the congregation.  The 

Preschool Subcommittee and the Operations Committee held joint meetings together with Linda during the 

summer.  Based on the success of those meetings, the Preschool Subcommittee requested to continue meeting 

jointly for at least the next few months. As rules, regulations and potential resource opportunities appear to change 

on a daily basis within our City, working together during this time period will potentially help speed up decision 

and approval processes and eliminate any potential miscommunication issues that have happened now and again in 

the past.  This will also assist us to offer our total support as we strive to maintain an open line of communication 

between the committees and the Preschool. 

Our treasurer, James Chin and the budget subcommittee have continued their work during the summer by keeping a 

close eye on the Four Month Cash Flow Budget that was voted upon in June.  Since we are still dealing with 

unsettled times brought on by the Covid virus, the budget subcommittee proposed continuing  the 4 month cash 

flow budget method for the remainder of 2020 including January of 2021.  This proposal was approved by 

Operations and will be brought to the Council for final approval.  This will allow us to keep a specialized focus on 

the outflows as we stabilize our financial situation.   

In regard to lawn maintenance, our tractor  remains non operational at the moment.  Getting parts for older model 

tractor has proven difficult – not easy to get the correct replacement parts - but steps are being taken to address the 

problem. 

Our lighting projects and chime repair are still on hold.   Sadly, the electrician who was working with us (Bill Funk 

from the Danish Club  and Norwegian Sporting Club in Brooklyn) passed away a few weeks back.  We will pick up 

this work again in the coming months.  

Just to give you an update on the bus we have been running it periodically to help make sure it remains in good 

condition.  We received a recommendation from G&G Auto (The Grippo family - former members  of St. Pauls/St 

Lukes Church) that the bus receive a coating (heavy waxing) and be kept in the garage.  The elements are starting 

and will continue to take their toll on the bus as long as it remains parked outdoors.   We need to look into getting 

back in to the garage again 

Thank you, 

Dave Thorsen,  
Operations and Finance Chair 

  



 

 

 

 

Fall Congregational Meeting 
November 2020 

(more details will follow in upcoming emails/bulletins/messengers) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH 

MONTHLY DONATION REPORT: JULY, 2020 
 

JULY 2020 
Date Deposited 7/07/20 7/14/20 7/21/20 7/29/20 7/31/20    TOTAL 

Offerings 3,969.00 4,695.00 3,675.00 1,985.00     14,324.00 

Plate  75.00 45.00 59.00     179.00 

Sunday School 5.00   5.00     10.00 

Koinonia 110.00 15.00  10.00     135.00 

Seminary 100.00  35.00 15.00     150.00 

LSSNY 210.00 15.00 10.00 35.00     270.00 
Pastor’s 

Discretionary 
1,000.00 35.00 10.00 60.00     1,105.00 

Shoprite Card   100.00      100.00 

Music Together    400.00     400.00 

Northfield Bank     3.06    3.06 

Total Income $5,394.00 $4,835.00 $3,875.00 $2,569.00 $3.06    $16,676.06 

  



 

ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH - FOUR MONTH CASH FLOW BUDGET 

(JUNE – SEPTEMBER, 2020) ENDING JULY 31, 2020 

EXPENSES 
ITEMS June-Sept 2020 July 2020 Budgeted July 2020 Actual Expenses To Date Remaining Balance NOTE 

Payroll $51,700.00 11,800.00 11,390.69 27,137.48 24,562.52  

Past Due Unemploy. Insurance $24,000.00 24,000.00 0.00 0.00 24,000.00  

Portico Employee Benefits $40,000.00 5,000.00 6,250.60 18,751.80 21,248.20  

National Grid-Church $2,500.00 500.00 53.12 106.24 2,393.76  

National Grid - Parsonage $800.00 200.00 169.00 338.00 462..00  

Con Edison - Church $5,400.00 1,200.00 1,110.14 5,848.81 (448.81)  

Con Edison - Parsonage $2,650.00 800.00 510.60 592.06 2,057.94  

Supply Pastor $200.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 200.00  

Verizon Office Internet Bundle $840.00 210.00 209.12 418.24 421.76  

Legend Communications $6,050.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 6,050.000  

Captiva Capital $1,995.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 1,995.00  

Cannon Financial (Copiers) $4,648.88 1,162.22 1,575.54 3,151.08 1,497.80  

Office Supplies $1,575.54 1,575.54 50.00 50.00 1,525.54 Trespassing Signs 

LEAF $6,000.00 0.00  902.31 5,097.69  

Amtrust $10,000.00 2,500.00 3,125.15 5,455.82 4,544.18  

Preschool $3,000.00 0.00 0.00 4,440.00 (1,440.00)  

Bank Fees & Charges $200.00 50.00 0.00 0.00 200.00  

Costco Credit Card Payments $10,000.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 10,000.00  

1517 Media $400.00 100.00 0.00 65.94 334.06  

Compassion International $100.00 50.00 0.00 96.00 4.00  

Home Depot Credit Card Acc’t. $1,000.00 250.00 0.00 131.62 868.38  

Filta Cleaning company $500.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 500,00  

Legal Fees $500.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 500.00  

Olan Company $100.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 100.00  

Richmond Plumbing $600.00 150.00 0.00 0.00 600.00  

Shop Rite $1,900.00 1,900.00 0.00 0.00 1,900.00  

Sentinal Fire Safety Inc. $250.00 250.00 150.00 150.00 100.00  

USPS Expenses $1,000.00 1,000.00 0.00 0.00 1,000.00  

Concordia Publishing $100.00 100.00 0.00 0.00 100.00  

NYC Water Board Bill $250.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 250.00  

Prestige Printing  $200.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 200.00  

Balance (Budgeted Items) $178,559.42 $52,797.76 $24,593.96 $67,635.40 $110,824.02  

       

UNBUDGETED ITEMS       

Pastor’s Discretionary Fund   0.00 150.00 (150.00)  

Zion Presch Employee’s Payroll   0.00 491.90 (491.90)  

National Church Solution   0.00 145.77 (145.77)  

NYSIF Workers Compensation   2,004.22 4,008.44 (4,008.44)  

One License   300.00 300.00 (300.00)  

CCLI   137.00 137.00 (137.00)  

Unbudgeted Items for July   $2,441.22 $5,233.11 ($5,233.11)  

TOTAL $178,559.42 $52,797.76 $27,035.18 $72,868.51 $105,590.91  

 

INCOMES 
Items June-Sept 2020 July 2020 Budgeted July 2020 Actual Income to date Remaining Balance NOTES 

Church Offerings $40,000.00 $10,000.00 $16,673.00 $30,126.00 $9,874.00,  

Income from Church Trust Fund      *I -1 

Income from Preschool Program       

Income from Berg Trust Fund       

Income from Church Memor Fund       

Income from Vanguard Investment $10.000.00   10,000.00   

Interest from Northfield Account   $3.06 $9.69   

Total (July 1-31, 2020) $50,000.00 $10,000.00 $16,676.06 $40,135.69 $9,864.31  

NOTES: Expenses based on checks posted in the Northfield Church Checking Account (xx8834) for July 1 -31, 2020  



 

 

 

 

 
Mackenzie Joanna Amaty ................... Sep 9 
Barbara Andersen ............................ Sep 21 
Jonathan Bailey .................................. Sep 5 
Nicholas Bianco ............................... Sep 21 
Beth Cabanas ..................................... Sep 7 
Joseph Chierchio ................................ Sep 1 
Dylan Cino ........................................ Sep 4 
Ruth Coscia ..................................... Sep 20 
Marisa Costello ................................. Sep 26 
Michael Curley ................................. Sep 10 
Janis Delin ....................................... Sep 13 
Kirsten Figlo .................................... Sep 22 
Ed Figueroa ...................................... Sep 30 
Dean Foran ........................................ Sep 3 
Steven Goffredo ............................... Sep 19 
Herman Haase ................................. Sep 14 
Eldon Higgins .................................. Sep 28 
Marcie Hunter ................................... Sep 6 
Hayden Johnson ............................... Sep 21 
Erik Kaaveland ................................... Sep 2 
Janet Keeler ..................................... Sep 21 
Albert Larsen, Jr ............................... Sep 16 
Jonathan Loncle ............................... Sep 13 
Annelise Lorentzen .......................... Sep 25 

Linda Miller ....................................... Sep 7 
Thomas Monnick ............................. Sep 13 
Kathleen Muller ............................... Sep 19 
Gordon Narvesen ............................. Sep 19 
April Nelson ..................................... Sep 14 
Chace Olsen ....................................... Sep 5 
Lily Plaia .......................................... Sep 27 
Kristina Qualben .............................. Sep 29 
Lauren Reinertsen .............................. Sep 3 
Stephen Rhodes ................................ Sep 26 
Alison Solomon .................................. Sep 7 
Kristin Spain .................................... Sep 30 
Zachary Spain ................................... Sep 14 
Karyn Thorkildsen ........................... Sep 17 
Matthew Thorkildsen ......................... Sep 1 
Reidun Torressen ............................... Sep 5 
Justin Trapasso ................................. Sep 17 
Christopher Urciuoli ........................ Sep 30 
Robert Vigar ...................................... Sep 1 
Steven Villamarin ............................. Sep 11 
Jack Vokral ......................................... Sep 8 
Noah Walker ...................................... Sep 1 
David Wegener ................................. Sep 20 
Karen Williamson ............................ Sep 26 

If we missed your Birthday or would like to add your Birthday please email lisam@zion505.org or call the 

church office:, 718-981-3151. 

  

Warmest thoughts of you on your special day. May God richly bless you with all the things 

that make your heart happy, and may your day be filled with joy. On your birthday, may your 

day be touched by God’s presence in your life and filled with the kind of joy that only he can 

bring. Happy Birthday! 

mailto:lisam@zion505.org


 

 

 

  

Support the 

ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH 

 

As the Zion Preschool prepares to open in September, 

we are looking to keep the cost down as much as 

possible, we ask that you support this ongoing ministry 

through making the following donations:  

Elmer's Glue Sticks 

Crayola Jumbo Crayons 16 package 

Crayola Crayons - 24 package 

Construction Paper - single color packs: Red 

 Blue 

 Yellow 

 Black 

 Orange 

 Brown 

 Green 

 White 

 Multicolor Package 

Jumbo and regular pencils 

Transparent Face Masks – clear 

Clorox wipes 

Hand sanitizer 

Tissues 

Paper Towels 



 

 

2020-2021 Middle School Supply List 

We are collecting for children in need at a Middle School as well. Below is a list of needed items for the children and 

school.  

ELA 

2 Red Spiral Notebooks 

2 Red Folders 

1 Yellow Legal Pad 

Post Its 

 

Math 

2 Blue Spiral notebooks 

1 graphing notebook 

1 blue folder 

 

Art/Drama/Music 

1 black spiral notebook 

1 black folder 

 

Movement 

1 yellow spiral notebook 

1 yellow folder 

 

 

Wellness 

1 purple spiral notebook 

1 purple folder 

 

Science 

1 green spiral notebook 

1 green folder 

 

Items to keep in backpacks and at home: 

1 pack of #2 pencils 

1 box of pens 

2 packs of index cards 

Colored pencils 

Ruler 

Scissors 

Package of Construction Paper 

1 box of 48 crayons 

2 highlighters 

 

 

 ZION LUTHERAN PRESCHOOL                     

Dear Zion Lutheran Parishioners, 

Thank you so so much for all your loving, caring support of the Nursery School.  We so much appreciate all the 

supplies that you have given the Nursery School. They will all be put to good use!  Thank you so much for the 

generous monetary donations.  We were so touched by your care! 

We are so blessed to be a part of Zion Lutheran Church!  

Much warmth always, 

Linda Herman and all the Teachers at Zion Lutheran Preschool   



 

 

 

 

 LIVE  Worships 
Download “GoToMeeting” application on your smart phone or computer 

you may also dial in using any telephone 
(check for email blasts and follow gotomeeting link and instructions) 

Outdoor Worship 

Every Sunday at 8:30 am 

Weekly Worship 

Every Sunday at 10:30 am 

Bible Study 

Wednesdays at 10:00 am 

 

 

 

 
Ways to stay connected to Zion:  

1. E-mail blasts: Check your e-mails for our mid-week updates, children’s messages, invitations to bible study, 

and Sunday morning bulletins, sermons, and an invite to the Sunday prayer time live.  

2. Go to www.zion505.org and click on the Pastor John Worship link to access the weekly bulletin and 

messages.  

3. Live Stream interactions – both on Wednesday mornings at 10 a.m. and Sunday mornings at 10:30 a.m. we 

have a way to live stream our bible study (Wed.) and Sunday Prayer Time (Sun.) through gotomeeting.com 

– look for the e-mail invitation or go to the website and connect through the Sunday bulletin.  

4. Call Pastor John or other members directly to check in and see how everyone is doing.  

Join us  Weekly 

http://www.zion505.org/


 

 
ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH  

 
Many people are wondering how they can help in this time of need. Zion Lutheran has connected 
with the Staten Island Giving Circle to help provide for people in need during the Covid-19 crisis. 
As you know there are many people struggling financially and this is a way to give support.  

On Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturdays between the hours of 10 a.m. and Noon, there 
will be someone available to collect donated items by the gym door. Because we need to maintain 
safe practices to protect one another we ask that you ring the bell first or call the church (718) 
981-3151 to let us know you are here, please wear a mask and keep safe social distancing; we ask 
that you leave your packages by the gym door. We thank you for your help! 

Times to Donate: Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday between 10 a.m. and Noon  

Items needed:  

Toiletries: (Shampoo, Paper Products, deodorant soap, toothpaste, toothbrushes, etc.) 

Gift cards: particularly Dunkin Donuts cards for homeless.  

Baby Supplies: (diapers, wipes, tear-free shampoo, lotions/creams for infants, etc.) 

Food: Canned goods, pasta, cereal, mac n’ cheese, sauce (we are not able to collect meats at this time) 

 

We are also accepting financial donations to pass along so they can purchase necessary items or 
buy food cards.  

 

 
The Staten Island Giving Circle provides a backpack program throughout the school year. 
Backpacks are packed each week with food supplies and distributed to the children on Fridays for 
their weekend nourishment. The children bring the backpacks back to school to be refilled for the 
next weekend. Several elementary schools are currently served. 

 

SIGC is now preparing for this year’s backpack program. Donations of cereal, granola bars, pasta, 
juice boxes, tuna, little canned hams, etc. would be greatly appreciated for those backpacks. 

 



  



  



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
Daniel Lawrence Bianco, August 22, 2020 

Jonathan Max Putzer, August 30, 2020 
Averie Mae Putzer, August 30, 2020 

Aiden Gerard Taranto, September 5, 2020 
 

 

 In Our Thoughts and Prayers 
Peter Abdelmessih, Sr., Debbie Agrell, Diane Andersen, Elna Ballarino, Dennis Bell, Larry Bianco, Charles Bilezikjian, John Buttermark, 

Kurt Carlsen, Angelina Rose Carlson, Connie Chorman, Frank Chorman,  Michael Curley, Mildred Curley, John Dellacotto, Lois Deland, 

Roge, Margaret Dunphy & Family, Billy Durney, Lillian Eidhammer, Bruce Holmgren, Stephanie Fergersen, Salvatore Ferrotti, 

Rosie Fitzsimmons, Martin Genco Mary Gilligan, Carmela Giordano, Kolbrun Giordano, Dorothy Hatibov, Linda Klein, Bunny Lewand, 

John Lewand, Jaime Light, Anna Lisk, Sally Lorentzen, Judith Minenno, Janet Miseri, Gerd Molton, Thomas & Joseph Nichols, 

Anne O’Halloran, Daniel Olson, Ole Olson,Meghan Ortega & Family, Janet Payson, Monica Peter, Thomas Pezzengrilli, 

Marlene Picone, Marina Rebmann, Skip Rehm, Richard & Linda Reinhartsen, Connie Retzlaff, Joan Roitzsch, Joann Ruggiero, 

Peter Ruggiero, Hap and Ingrid Russell, Anita Russo, Patrick Russo & Family, Lisa Salberg, Margaret Sallemi, Pauline Sapountzaki, 

Abraham Isaac Saraka, Judith Saraka, Ralph Scarabaggio, Kathy Schulz, Doris Spinelli, Joli Steinberg, Alyssa Traficenti, Catherine 

Tuppatsch, Ronnie Urus, Joe Virga, Matthew Virga, Nancy Virga, Rachael Villamonte, Fred & Sue Vokral, Jack Vokral, Jenna Warmbier, 

Lisa Whalen, Nicole Wildes, John Wisniewski, Richard Wisniewski, Jane Yelacic, Joan Yuskevich 

To all who have been infected or in contact with COVID 19 

                                                                                                                                     

Zion Lutheran Church Contacts 
 

The Rev. John Saraka Pastor pastor@zion505.org 

Lisa Mazzone Administrator LisaM@zion505.org 

Sandra Mormile Council President presidentSM@zion505.org 

Donald Thorsen Council Vice President vicepres@zion505.org 

James Chin Treasurer treasurer@zion505.org 

David Thorsen Council Secretary  secretary@zion505.org 

David Thorsen Operations Chair operationsDT@zion505.org 

Joe Bruzzese Faith Formation Chair blueblazer10314@aol.com 

Linda Herman Preschool Director zlcpsdirector@zion505.org 

mailto:pastor@zion505.org
mailto:LisaM@zion505.org
mailto:secretary@zion505.org
mailto:operationsDT@zion505.org
mailto:blueblazer10314@aol.com

