
Lectionary 19, Year A 

10th Sunday after Pentecost 

 

Notes for the Worship: The bold type indicates where the Congregational responses are, and the normal type 

indicates the pastor or assisting minister.  

 

 

 

Sunday Morning Prayer Time 

Sunday, August 9, 2020 10:30 AM - 11:00 AM (EDT) 

 

Please join my meeting from your computer, tablet or smartphone. 

https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/508333621 

 

You can also dial in using your phone. 

United States: +1 (872) 240-3311 

 

Access Code: 508-333-621 

 
New to GoToMeeting? Get the app now and be ready when your first meeting starts: 

https://global.gotomeeting.com/install/08333621 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, August 9, 2020  

https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/329414725
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/329414725
tel:+18722403311,,508333621
https://global.gotomeeting.com/install/329414725
https://global.gotomeeting.com/install/329414725
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Introduction 

Elijah finds the presence of God not in earthquake, wind, or fire, but in the sound of sheer silence. When the 

disciples face a great storm on the sea, they cry out with fear. Jesus says: “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” 

Amid the storms of life, we gather to seek the calm presence of Christ that soothes our fears. In comforting 

words of scripture and in the refreshing bread and cup of the eucharist, God grants us peace and sends us forth to 

be a sign of God’s presence to others. 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

whose steadfast love is everlasting,  

whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation. 

Amen. 

Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Reconciling God, 

we confess that we do not trust your abundance, 

and we deny your presence in our lives. 

We place our hope in ourselves and rely on our own efforts. 

We fail to believe that you provide enough for all. 

We abuse your good creation for our own benefit. 

We fear difference and do not welcome others as you have welcomed us. 

We sin in thought, word, and deed. 

By your grace, forgive us; 

through your love, renew us; 

and in your Spirit, lead us; 

so that we may live and serve you in newness of life. Amen. 

Beloved of God, 

by the radical abundance of divine mercy 

we have peace with God through ☩ Christ Jesus, 

through whom we have obtained grace upon grace. 

Our sins are forgiven. 

Let us live now in hope. 

For hope does not disappoint, 

because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
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Gathering Hymn: ELW #755 ....................................................................................... “Jesus, Savior, Pilot Me” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1VT-kyKUvUk 
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Prayer of the Day 

O God our defender, storms rage around and within us and cause us to be afraid. Rescue your people from 

despair, deliver your sons and daughters from fear, and preserve us in the faith of your Son, Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

First Reading: 1 Kings 19:9-18 

On Mount Horeb, where God had appeared to Moses with typical signs of God’s presence—earthquake, wind, 

and fire—Elijah now experienced God in “sheer silence.” God assured Elijah that he is not the only faithful 

believer. Seven thousand Israelites are still loyal. God instructed Elijah to anoint two men as kings and to anoint 

Elisha as his own successor. 
9
At [Horeb, the mount of God,][Elijah] came to a cave, and spent the night there. 

  Then the word of the Lord came to him, saying, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 
10

He answered, “I have 

been very zealous for the Lord, the God of hosts; for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down 

your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it 

away.” 

  
11

He said, “Go out and stand on the mountain before the Lord, for the Lord is about to pass by.” Now there 

was a great wind, so strong that it was splitting mountains and breaking rocks in pieces before the Lord, but 

the Lord was not in the wind; and after the wind an earthquake, but the Lord was not in the earthquake; 
12

and 

after the earthquake a fire, but the Lord was not in the fire; and after the fire a sound of sheer silence. 
13

When 

Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his mantle and went out and stood at the entrance of the cave. Then there 

came a voice to him that said, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 
14

He answered, “I have been very zealous for 

the Lord, the God of hosts; for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed 

your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away.” 
15

Then 

the Lord said to him, “Go, return on your way to the wilderness of Damascus; when you arrive, you shall anoint 

Hazael as king over Aram. 
16

Also you shall anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as king over Israel; and you shall anoint 

Elisha son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah as prophet in your place. 
17

Whoever escapes from the sword of Hazael, 

Jehu shall kill; and whoever escapes from the sword of Jehu, Elisha shall kill. 
18

Yet I will leave seven thousand 

in Israel, all the knees that have not bowed to Baal, and every mouth that has not kissed him.” 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm: Psalm 85:8-13 

I will listen to what the Lord God is saying. (Ps. 85:8) 

 
8
I will listen to what the Lord| God is saying; for you speak peace to your faithful people and to those who turn 

their | hearts to you. 

 
9
Truly, your salvation is very near to | those who fear you, that your glory may dwell | in our land. R 

 
10

Steadfast love and faithfulness have | met together; righteousness and peace have | kissed each other. 

 
11

Faithfulness shall spring up | from the earth, and righteousness shall look | down from heaven. 

 
12

The Lord will indeed | grant prosperity, and our land will | yield its increase. 

 
13

Righteousness shall go be- | fore the Lord and shall prepare for | God a pathway. R 
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Second Reading: Romans 10:5-15 

A right relationship with God is not something we achieve by heroic efforts. It is a gift received in the 

proclamation whose content is Jesus Christ. This proclaimed word creates our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Hence Christian proclamation is an indispensable component of God’s saving actions. 
5
Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, that “the person who does these things will 

live by them.” 
6
But the righteousness that comes from faith says, “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend 

into heaven?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ down) 
7
“or ‘Who will descend into the abyss?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ 

up from the dead). 
8
But what does it say? 

 “The word is near you, on your lips and in your heart” (that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); 
9
because if 

you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you 

will be saved. 
10

For one believes with the heart and so is justified, and one confesses with the mouth and so is 

saved. 
11

The scripture says, “No one who believes in him will be put to shame.” 
12

For there is no distinction 

between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all and is generous to all who call on him. 
13

For, “Everyone 

who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” 

  
14

But how are they to call on one in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in one of 

whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone to proclaim him? 
15

And how are they 

to proclaim him unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good 

news!” 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Celtic Alleluia ELW 174 

 

 

The Holy Gospel according to: Matthew 14:22-33 

Glory to you, O Lord 

Matthew’s gospel typically portrays Jesus’ disciples as people of “little faith,” who fail despite their best 

intentions. In this story, Matthew shows how Jesus comes to the disciples when they are in trouble and sustains 

them in their time of fear and doubt. 
22

[Jesus] made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the other side [of the Sea of Galilee], while he 

dismissed the crowds.
23

And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up the mountain by himself to pray. 

When evening came, he was there alone, 
24

but by this time the boat, battered by the waves, was far from the 

land, for the wind was against them. 
25

And early in the morning he came walking toward them on the sea. 
26

But 
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when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they cried out in 

fear. 
27

But immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” 

 

  
28

Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” 
29

He said, “Come.” So 

Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the water, and came toward Jesus. 
30

But when he noticed the strong 

wind, he became frightened, and beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!” 
31

Jesus immediately reached 

out his hand and caught him, saying to him, “You of little faith, why did you doubt?” 
32

When they got into the 

boat, the wind ceased. 
33

And those in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon ........................................................................................................................... The Rev. John P. Saraka 

 

https://vimeo.com/445887226 

 

  

https://click.email.vimeo.com/u/?qs=344d9241b5dc012488f256299b817badedf7b87e6edfd6ac7d07134d5563c816f23d38603c6bb14abcbc44938e5892262272c2c055ceb6ff0b498e48d34bd136
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Hymn of Day: ELW #756 ............................................................................... “Eternal Father Strong to Save” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_cstAlCPlKE 
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Apostles Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 

virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the 

dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and 

he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 

 

Prayers of Intercession 

The prayers are prepared locally for each occasion. The following examples may be adapted or used as 

appropriate. 

Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the world, and all who are in need. 

A brief silence. 

For your whole church throughout the world. Give courage in the midst of storms, so that we see and hear Jesus 

calling: “Take heart, it is I: do not be afraid.” May we follow Christ wherever he leads. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

For the well-being of your creation. Protect waterways, forests, lands, and wildlife from exploitation and abuse. 

Help the human family endeavor to sustain and be sustained by the resources of your hand. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

For the nations and their leaders. In you, steadfast love and faithfulness meet, and righteousness and peace kiss. 

May nations in conflict know the peace that is the fruit of justice, and the justice that is the path to peace. Lord, 

in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

For those in need. Everyone who calls upon your name will be saved. Accompany all who are lonely, hear the 

voices of those who cry out in anguish, and support those who are frustrated in their search for an affordable 

place to live. We pray for those suffering this day (especially). Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

For our congregation. You have gathered us here today as your people and we thank you for this gift. We pray 

for those who are new to this community, for students and teachers preparing for a new school year, and for 

those struggling with unexpected hardship. Supply us generously with your grace for our life together. Lord, in 

your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
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We give you thanks, O God, for the saints of the whole church from all times and places, and for the saints in our 

lives and in our community whom you have gathered to yourself (especially). Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these prayers to you; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Peace 

 

Offering Prayer 

God of goodness and growth, all creation is yours, and your faithfulness is as firm as the heavens. 

Water and word, wine and bread: these are signs of your abundant grace. Nourish us through these gifts, that we 

might proclaim your steadfast love in our communities and in the world, through Jesus Christ, our strength and 

our song. 

Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it 

is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

Blessing 

Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor 

depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. 

God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, and the Holy Spirit, the comforter, bless you and keep you in eternal love. 

Amen. 
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Sending Hymn: ELW #587 (verses 1,2,4) ................................................. “There’s a Wideness In God’s Mercy” 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LfyZIJUHKpU 
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Dismissal 

Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude 

 

For those who are joining us in worship for the first time, we are delighted to have you with us. We hope that 

you were made to feel welcome and fed through the Word and Sacrament. Please sign our guest book or speak 

to the pastor or one of our ushers if you would like more information about the church. Please come again. 

 

Behold, how good and pleasant it is when brothers and sisters live together in unity. Psalm 133:1. 
We thank you for joining us for worship! Please join us for a time of fellowship and refreshments at our coffee 

hour. If you are a visitor here with us for the first time, please sign our guest book in the Narthex. If you have 

any questions about the ministry and/or Church, please speak with Pastor John or one of our members. 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS & NOTICES 

 
If you have a pastoral emergency you may contact Pastor Saraka at (315) 436-5602.  

To inquire about becoming a member at Zion Lutheran Church please contact the church office at 718-981-3151. 

 

 
                                                                                                         

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                          

In Our Thoughts and Prayers 

Peter Abdelmessih, Sr., Debbie Agrell, Diane Andersen, Elna Ballarino, Dennis Bell, Larry Bianco, Charles Bilezikjian, 

John Buttermark, Kurt Carlsen, Angelina Rose Carlson, Connie Chorman, Frank Chorman,  Michael Curley, 

Mildred Curley, John Dellacotto, Lois Deland, Roge, Margaret Dunphy & Family, Billy Durney, Lillian Eidhammer, 

Bruce Holmgren, Stephanie Fergersen, Salvatore Ferrotti, Rosie Fitzsimmons, Martin Genco Mary Gilligan, 

Carmela Giordano, Kolbrun Giordano, Dorothy Hatibov, Linda Klein, Bunny Lewand, John Lewand, Jaime Light, 

Anna Lisk, Sally Lorentzen, Judith Minenno, Janet Miseri, Gerd Molton, Thomas & Joseph Nichols, Anne O’Halloran, 

Daniel Olson, Ole Olson,Meghan Ortega & Family, Harold Owens, Janet Payson, Monica Peter, Thomas Pezzengrilli, 

Marlene Picone, Marina Rebmann, Skip Rehm, Richard & Linda Reinhartsen, Connie Retzlaff, Joan Roitzsch, 

Joann Ruggiero, Peter Ruggiero, Hap and Ingrid Russell, Anita Russo, Patrick Russo & Family, Lisa Salberg, 

Margaret Sallemi, Pauline Sapountzaki, Abraham Isaac Saraka, Judith Saraka, Karen Sanders, Kathy Schulz, 

Doris Spinelli, Joli Steinberg, Alyssa Traficenti, Catherine Tuppatsch, Ronnie Urus, Joe Virga, Matthew Virga, 

Nancy Virga, Rachael Villamonte, Fred & Sue Vokral, Jack Vokral, Jenna Warmbier, Lisa Whalen, Nicole Wildes, 

John Wisniewski, Richard Wisniewski, Jane Yelacic, Joan Yuskevich 

To all who have been infected or in contact with COVID 19 
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 LIVE  Worships 
Download “GoToMeeting” application on your smart phone or computer 

you may also dial in using any telephone 
(check for email blasts and follow gotomeeting link and instructions) 

Outdoor Worship 

Every Sunday at 8:30 am 

Weekly Virtual Worship 
Every Sunday at 10:30 am 

Bible Study 

Wednesdays at 10:00 am 
 

 
Ways to stay connected to Zion:  

1. E-mail blasts: Check your e-mails for our mid-week updates, children’s messages, invitations to bible 

study, and Sunday morning bulletins, sermons, and an invite to the Sunday prayer time live.  

2. Go to www.zion505.org and click on the Pastor John Worship link to access the weekly bulletin and 

messages.  

3. Live Stream interactions – both on Wednesday mornings at 10 a.m. and Sunday mornings at 10:30 a.m. 

we have a way to live stream our bible study (Wed.) and Sunday Prayer Time (Sun.) through 

gotomeeting.com – look for the e-mail invitation or go to the website and connect through the Sunday 

bulletin.  

4. Call Pastor John or other members directly to check in and see how everyone is doing. 

  

Join us  Weekly 

http://www.zion505.org/
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Support the 

ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH 

 

As the Zion Preschool prepares to open in September, 

we are looking to keep the cost down as much as 

possible, we ask that you support this ongoing ministry 

through making the following donations:  

Elmer's Glue Sticks 

Crayola Jumbo Crayons 16 package 

Crayola Crayons - 24 package 

Construction Paper - single color packs: Red 

 Blue 

 Yellow 

 Black 

 Orange 

 Brown 

 Green 

 White 

 Multicolor Package 

Jumbo and regular pencils 

Transparent Face Masks – clear 

Clorox wipes 

Hand sanitizer 

Tissues 

Paper Towels 


