
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Messenger  

ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
505 WATCHOGUE ROAD    STATEN ISLAND, N.Y. 10314  

(718) 981-3151    www.zion505.org 

 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
 

Nonprofit 

Organization 

U.S. Postage 

P.A.I.D. 

Staten Island, 

New York 

10314 

Permit 

#127 

http://www.zion505.org/


 
 

Greetings Zion,  

I am delighted to announce that we will begin to offer an outdoor worship at 8:30 a.m. on Sunday Mornings in the 

parking lot beginning on Sunday, July 12
th

. This will happen as long as we remain in Phase 2 or above in this time 

of re-opening during the Corona-virus pandemic. If there is a spike in cases of the virus, we will reconsider our 

options. While we are offering an Outdoor worship opportunity, we will also continue to post bulletins, sermons, 

and songs on our website, and e-mail blast these resources out to the congregation. We will also continue hosting a 

virtual Sunday Morning Prayer time at 10:30 a.m. for those who are not able to join us outside or need to restrict 

their access to others for health reasons.  

First Phase of Re-opening In person Worship Outdoor:  

1. If you are not feeling well, are running a fever, or in a category that is high risk please remain at home and 

continue to worship with us online.  

2. We will have a spoken Simplified Worship – 20 minutes 

3. We will Mark spacing in parking lot for parking.  

4. We will remain in our cars or sit next to our cars using a chair we have brought from home.  

5. We will Maintain Social Distancing at all times 

a. There will be No peace sharing 

b. There will be No hugs or close greetings – outside of your family units. 

6. We will amplify the service through a Sound System  

7. We will play traditional hymns from a CD through the Sound System at the beginning and end of worship. 

8. There will be No Communion offered at this current time. 

9. Your Offering may be placed in two offering plates that will be designated and will be stationary. 

10. Masks will be worn.  

11. Gloves will be worn by presider and ushers 

12. Hand Sanitizer – will be available at several stations when needed.  

13. There will be no bulletins distributed.  

14. Bathroom Use – Please use the bathroom before worship as the building will be closed.  

15. There will be Ushers here to assist you with: 

a. Parking 

b. Making sure people know where Offering stations are. 

c. Making sure people maintain social distancing and mask wearing. 

d. Capacity checks. 

A Message from The Rev. John Saraka 



16. We will need to record and track members who are attending the worship, so that we may notify people if 

we find out someone has contracted the Covid-19 virus during the weeks following worship.  

Things to bring: 

1. Chairs to sit in if you don’t sit in your cars. 

2. Masks. 

3. A heart to worship. 

 

Our goal is to provide an opportunity to worship as a community, but we still need to be diligent and follow the 

guidelines of the CDC, State and local regulations, as well as the recommendations of best practices from the 

Synod and ELCA so that we can keep everyone as safe as possible..  
 

With love and support.  

The Rev. John Saraka 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Linda Herman, Zion Lutheran Church Preschool Director 
 

Mark your Calendars 

Sunday, July 12, 2020, 11:00 a.m. 
(immediately following 10:30 am virtual worship) 

ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH CONGREGATION MEETING 



  



  



 



   

 Zion Lutheran Preschool News 

 

May 20, 2020 

 In July of 2019, during a transition of staff, Zion Lutheran Preschool was blessed to bring in 

Christine Connell as the Interim Director of the Preschool. We appreciate the leadership that Ms. 

Chris has provided to our community and ministry. With that, we hope that we can celebrate her 

tenure and work with us, and give the ZLP and Church community an opportunity to both celebrate 

and thank her for this service. While we are not able to gather together to do that in person at this 

current moment we hope we will be able to do so in the months ahead. Ms. Chris will be finishing 

up her work with us as the Interim Director as we end the calendar School year on June 30, 2020.  

 We are excited to announce that ZLP has found the next Director of the Preschool, Mrs. Linda 

Herman. Linda Herman has nearly 20 years of experience working as a director of a Preschool, she 

has worked as an Assistant Principal for the Board of Education, and as a teacher for both Pre-K 

and grades 1 through 4. She also has a supervisory license for NY State and City, New York City 

Early Childhood License, New York City Birth to Three License, and is a New York City Principal 

Pool Candidate. She has a breadth of experiencing developing, supervising, and growing 

Preschools in the boroughs of NYC. She is a resident of Staten Island and is looking forward to 

beginning her work with the Zion Preschool and Church community. She is also excited for the 

opportunity to work with all of you in carrying out the tradition of providing outstanding care and 

development to all of the ZLP families.  Ms. Linda will begin on July 1, 2020. Please look for a 

letter from our new director in the weeks ahead. 

 As these are not normal times that we are living in due to the shelter in place directives, and we 

need to remain in our homes for the safety and health of the wider community, we hope that you 

will have an opportunity to meet Linda Herman in person as soon as possible. We are excited for 

the future of the Preschool ministry here at Zion, and look forward to continuing our commitment 

to provide a safe, loving, and nurturing environment to all the children who call Zion Preschool 

home.  

Sincerely,  

The Rev. John P. Saraka  

Sandra Mormile, President of Zion Church Council 

Carole Larsen, Chair of the Preschool Committee 



JULY 2020 OPERATIONS COMMITTEE REPORT 

 

Dear Members of Zion’s Church Family, 

I hope everyone is safe and sound.  The church and its leadership have been reviewing policies and procedures to 

make the church as safe as possible for reopening on, at least a limited basis for the foreseeable future.    Operations 

has a major role in making sure that we have the tools available to prepare the building to meet the needs required 

for proper sanitizing, social distancing and whatever else can be done to make our Church ready for our return to 

worshiping together once again. 

Our recent proposal to the congregation to allow for emergency funding, has given us some breathing room.  This 4 

month cash flow projection will carry us into September, at which time, Operations and it’s budget subcommittee 

will have a better handle on how to proceed moving forward in this new “covid” environment.    

The upcoming annual meeting, will include a report on the exact (as close as reasonably possible) cost of operating 

the church.  This will include a chart that will show exactly where and how the church spent funds.   

Part of the work over the past year and a half, and especially over the past few months, has been to try to get an 

exact cost of running the church and its missions.  Our CPA is engaged in our audit that is looking back over the 

past 5 years of the financial records of the Church and Preschool.  Mr. Ilicito has offered advice and pointers to the 

budget subcommittee in regard to placement of costs and their categorization as a key part of getting a control over 

our financial affairs, etc.   A member of Operations stated, “The church must get control of its budget, instead of 

the budget controlling us”.    

The deficit of the church is not a new development, but one that has been lingering and growing for a number of 

years.  The current situation with Covid has really put it at the forefront of everything now.  We hope that through 

some careful and conservative planning, that we can structure a plan to move forward and work together to help the 

church stabilize itself in the coming years. 

We look forward to discussing this at the annual meeting. 

In closing, I would like to take the opportunity to offer thanks and farewell to the interim Preschool Director, 

Christine Connell, for her efforts in working in the church preschool program and I would like to offer a big 

welcome to our incoming Director, Linda Herman.  Linda has many years of experience in the leadership segment 

of Preschool and we are excited to get a chance to work with her.    

  

Thank you, 

Dave Thorsen,  
Operations Committee Chairperson 

  



 

 

The essential financial and management work of the church is continuing, even as 

worship and non-essential gatherings are paused. The Congregation Council, 

Operations Committee, Preschool Committee, and Budget Committee continue to 

meet remotely to ensure that the earthly needs of the congregation are addressed. 

The scheduled “Tuesday Evening Meetings” for Operations, Faith Formation, 

Congregational Council, Christian Outreach, Preschool, and Budget Committee are 

constantly changing, please check with your committee chair for the next meeting. 

 

 

 

Ways to stay connected to Zion:  

1. E-mail blasts: Check your e-mails for our mid-week updates, children’s messages, 

invitations to bible study, and Sunday morning bulletins, sermons, and an invite to the 

Sunday prayer time live.  

2. Go to www.zion505.org and click on the Pastor John Worship link to access the weekly 

bulletin and messages.  

3. Live Stream interactions – both on Wednesday mornings at 10 a.m. and Sunday mornings at 

10:30 a.m. we have a way to live stream our bible study (Wed.) and Sunday Prayer Time 

(Sun.) through gotomeeting.com – look for the e-mail invitation or go to the website and 

connect through the Sunday bulletin.  

4. Call Pastor John or other members directly to check in and see how everyone is doing.  

  

http://www.zion505.org/


 

 

 

 LIVE  Worships 
Download “GoToMeeting” application on your smart phone or computer 

you may also dial in using any telephone 
(check for email blasts and follow gotomeeting link and instructions) 

Outdoor Worship 

Sunday, July 12, 2020 at 8:30 am 

Weekly Worship 

Every Sunday at 10:30 am 

Bible Study 

Wednesdays at 10:00 am 

 

 

 

If anyone needs perennial bulbs please contact 

Carole Bertoldo (718) 761-7092 
  

Join us  Weekly 



 
ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH  

 
Many people are wondering how they can help in this time of need. Zion Lutheran 

has connected with the Staten Island Giving Circle to help provide for people in need 

during the Covid-19 crisis. As you know there are many people struggling financially 

and this is a way to give support.  

On Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturdays between the hours of 10 a.m. and Noon, there 

will be someone available to collect donated items by the gym door. Because we need 

to maintain safe practices to protect one another we ask that you ring the bell first or 

call the church (718) 981-3151 to let us know you are here, please wear a mask and 

keep safe social distancing; we ask that you leave your packages by the gym door. We 

thank you for your help! 

 

Times to Donate: Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday between 10 a.m. and Noon  

 

Items needed:  

Toiletries: (Shampoo, Paper Products, deodorant soap, toothpaste, toothbrushes, etc.) 

Gift cards: particularly Dunkin Donuts cards for homeless.  

 

Baby Supplies: (diapers, wipes, tear-free shampoo, lotions/creams for infants, etc.) 

 

Food: Canned goods, pasta, cereal, mac n’ cheese, sauce (we are not able to collect 
meats at this time) 

 

We are also accepting financial donations to pass along so they can purchase 

necessary items or buy food cards.  

  

 



Join with the 

 
Staten Island Not For Profit Association, Inc. 

to raise money for a 

COVID-19 Response Fund 

We are asking that Make your donations directly to: 

http://www.sinfpa.org/donate 
What your donation can buy: 

N95 masks ............................................ $45 for 10 

Surgical masks ..................................... $50 for 50 

Gloves ................................................... $15 for box of 50 pairs 

Gowns ................................................... $15 for 10 

 

For those experiencing anxiety, or need some emotional help, during this time: 

 NYS Emotional Support Helpline 1-844-863-9314 

7 days a week, from 8 a.m. -10 p.m. 

 1-888-NYC-WELL 

  

http://www.sinfpa.org/donate


 

 

 

 

 

Robert Allegre .............................................. Jul 25 
Ted Bensen .................................................. Jul 24 
Alyssa Biunno .............................................. Jul 28 
Katherine Bohnaker ..................................... Jul 26 
Sonja Bushey ................................................ Jul 15 
Christopher Cabanas .................................... Jul 31 
Arthur Carlson, Jr .......................................... Jul 1 
Heather Christensen ..................................... Jul 23 
Lori Cino ..................................................... Jul 31 
Laura Durney ............................................... Jul 30 
Luke Figueroa .............................................. Jul 27 
Benjamin Fucci .............................................. Jul 1 
Matthew Gallo ................................................ Jul 7 
Matthew Giordano ....................................... Jul 25 
James Hickey ................................................ Jul 23 
Katherine Higgins ........................................ Jul 31 
Lois Larsen ................................................... Jul 15 
Jeremy Lyons ................................................ Jul 19 
Steven Monahan ........................................... Jul 17 
Anna Mugge ................................................... Jul 9 

Diane Olivieri ................................................ Jul 9 
Eric Olsen .................................................... Jul 20 
Anna Piersiak ................................................ Jul 8 
Debbie Piersiak ............................................ Jul 11 
Amelia Pilatsky ............................................ Jul 19 
Constance Retzlaff ......................................... Jul 3 
Christina Ruggiero ......................................... Jul 6 
Ingrid Russel................................................ Jul 16 
John Saraka ................................................. Jul 29 
Jennifer Sarcone ........................................... Jul 20 
Jason Thorkildsen .......................................... Jul 2 
Carolyn Thorsen .......................................... Jul 23 
Theodore Thorsen ....................................... Jul 29 
Joseph Tingos .............................................. Jul 23 
Tess Van Buren ........................................... Jul 20 
Sofia Villamarin ........................................... Jul 13 
William Whalen ............................................ Jul 7 
Christina Williamson ..................................... Jul 5 
Kianna Williamson ........................................ Jul 5 
Ronald Woodhouse ..................................... Jul 29 

If we missed your Birthday or would like to add your Birthday please email lisam@zion505.org or call the church 

office:, 718-981-3151. 

 
To be included in our on-line communication and see our live videos of worship 

and important messages from Zion, please email to lisam@zion505.org 

or call Lisa at 718-981-3151to give updated information   

Warmest thoughts of you on your special day. May God richly bless you with all the things 

that make your heart happy, and may your day be filled with joy. On your birthday, may 

your day be touched by God's presence in your life and filled with the kind of joy that only 

he can bring. Happy Birthday! 

mailto:lisam@zion505.org
mailto:lisam@zion505.org


 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
                                                                                    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                                                                                    

Zion Lutheran Church Contacts 
Katherine Bohnaker Council Secretary  secretaryKB@zion505.org 

 Faith Formation Committee 

Joe Bruzzese Faith Formation Chair blueblazer10314@aol.com 

 Faith Formation Committee 

James Chin Treasurer jchin@ironburg.com 

 Operations Committee 

Linda Herman PreSchool Director zlcpsdirector@zion505.org 

Carole Larsen Council Vice President vicpresCL@zion505.org 

 Pres. Subcommittee Chair 

 Chris. Out. Committee 

Lisa Mazzone Administrator LisaM@zion505.org 

Sandra Mormile Council President presidentSM@zion505.org 

 Chris. Out. Committee  

The Rev. John Saraka Pastor pastor@zion505.org 

David Thorsen Operations Chair operationsDT@zion505.org 

In Our Thoughts and Prayers 

Peter Abdelmessih, Sr., Debbie Agrell, Diane Andersen, Elna Ballarino, Dennis Bell, Larry Bianco, 

Charles Bilezikjian, John Buttermark, Kurt Carlsen, Angelina Rose Carlson, Connie Chorman, Michael Curley, 

Mildred Curley, John Dellacotto, Lois Deland, Roger Domyahn, Margaret Dunphy & Family, Billy Durney, 

Lillian Eidhammer, Bruce Holmgren, Stephanie Fergersen, Salvatore Ferrotti, Rosie Fitzsimmons, Martin Genco 

 Mary Gilligan, Carmela Giordano, Kolbrun Giordano, Dorothy Hatibov, Linda Klein, Bunny Lewand & Family, 

Jaime Light, Anna Lisk, Sally Lorentzen, Judith Minenno, Janet Miseri, Gerd Molton, Thomas & Joseph Nichols, 

Anne O’Halloran, Daniel Olson, Ole Olson,Meghan Ortega & Family, Harold Owens, Janet Payson, 

Monica Peter, Thomas Pezzengrilli, Marlene Picone, Marina Rebmann, Skip Rehm, 

Richard & Linda Reinhartsen, Connie Retzlaff, Joan Roitzsch, Joann Ruggiero, Peter Ruggiero, 

Hap and Ingrid Russell, Anita Russo, Patrick Russo & Family, Lisa Salberg, Margaret Sallemi, 

Pauline Sapountzaki, Abraham Isaac Saraka, Judith Saraka, Karen Sanders, Kathy Schulz, Doris Spinelli, 

Joli Steinberg, Alyssa Traficenti, Catherine Tuppatsch, Ronnie Urus, Joe Virga, Matthew Virga, Nancy Virga, 

Rachael Villamonte, Fred & Sue Vokral, Jack Vokral, Jenna Warmbier, Lisa Whalen, Nicole Wildes, 

John Wisniewski, Richard Wisniewski, Jane Yelacic, Joan Yuskevich 

To all who have been infected or in contact with COVID 19 

 

Christine Connell 

Zion Lutheran Church 

Interim Preschool Director 

mailto:LisaM@zion505.org
mailto:pastor@zion505.org

