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Introduction 

In today’s gospel Jesus reveals his power over death by raising Lazarus from the dead. The prophet Ezekiel 

prophesies God breathing new life into dry bones. To those in exile or living in the shadows of death, these 

stories proclaim God’s promise of resurrection. In baptism we die with Christ that we might also be raised with 

him to new life. At the Easter Vigil we will welcome the newly baptized as we remember God’s unfailing 

promise in our baptism. 

 

Prelude 

 

Please Stand 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who is present, who gives life, 

who calls into existence the things that do not exist. 

Amen. 

If you were to keep watch over sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

Yet with you is forgiveness, and so we confess. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Gracious God, 

have mercy on us. 

We confess that we have turned away from you, 

knowingly and unknowingly. 

We have wandered from your resurrection life. 

We have strayed from your love for all people. 

Turn us back to you, O God. 

Give us new hearts and right spirits, 

that we may find what is pleasing to you 

and dwell in your house forever. Amen. 

Receive good news: God turns to you in love. 

“I will put my spirit in you, and you shall live,” says our God. 

All your sin is forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, 

who is the free and abounding gift of God’s grace for you. 

Amen 
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Gathering Hymn: ELW 759 .................................................................................. “My Faith Looks Up to Thee” 

 

https://youtu.be/oGKLmThF2to 

 
 

  

https://youtu.be/oGKLmThF2to
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Kyrie 

  

P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

C: 

 

P: For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 

C: 

 

P: For the peace of the whole world for the well-being of the church of God, 

 

P: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, 

 let us pray to the Lord.  

 

P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, 

 gracious Lord. 

C: 

C: 

 and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

C: 
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Children’s Sermon 

 

Prayer of the Day 

Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free us all from sin and death. Breathe upon us the power of 

your Spirit, that we may be raised to new life in Christ and serve you in righteousness all our days, through 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

Amen. 
 

Please Sit 

WORD 

First Reading: Ezekiel 37:1-14 
1
The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the Lord and set me down in the 

middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 
2
He led me all around them; there were very many lying in the valley, 

and they were very dry. 
3
He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” I answered, “O Lord God, you 

know.” 
4
Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of 

the Lord. 
5
Thus says the Lord God to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. 

6
I will lay 

sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you 

shall live; and you shall know that I am the Lord.” 

  
7
So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and 

the bones came together, bone to its bone. 
8
I looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon 

them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in them. 
9
Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, 

prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord God: Come from the four winds, O breath, and 

breathe upon these slain, that they may live.” 
10

I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into 

them, and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude. 

  
11

Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried up, 

and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.’ 
12

Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the 

Lord God: I am going to open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people; and I will bring 

you back to the land of Israel. 
13

And you shall know that I am the Lord, when I open your graves, and bring you 

up from your graves, O my people. 
14

I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on 

your own soil; then you shall know that I, the Lord, have spoken and will act, says the Lord.” 

The Word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 130 

 
1
Out | of the depths I cry to | you, O Lord; 

 
2
O Lord, | hear my voice! 

  Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my | supplication. 

 
3
If you were to keep watch | over sins, O Lord, | who could stand? 

 
4
Yet with you | is forgiveness, in order that you | may be feared. R 

 
5
I wait for you, O Lord; | my soul waits; in your word | is my hope. 

 
6
My soul waits for the Lord more than those who keep watch | for the morning, 

  more than those who keep watch | for the morning. 
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7
O Israel, wait for the Lord, for with the Lord there is | steadfast love; 

  with the Lord there is plen- | teous redemption. 

 
8
For the Lord shall | redeem Israel 

  from | all their sins. R 

 

Second Reading: 8:6-11 
6
To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 

7
For this reason the 

mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed it cannot, 
8
and those who 

are in the flesh cannot please God. 

  
9
But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does 

not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 
10

But if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of 

sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 
11

If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in 

you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in 

you. 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Please Stand 

 ELW 176 

 

The Holy Gospel according to: John 11:1-45 

Glory to you, O Lord 
1
Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. 

2
Mary was the one 

who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. 
3
So the sisters 

sent a message to Jesus, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” 
4
But when Jesus heard it, he said, “This illness does 

not lead to death; rather it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.” 
5
Accordingly, 

though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, 
6
after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two 

days longer in the place where he was. 
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7
Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” 

8
The disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the 

Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there again?” 
9
Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve 

hours of daylight? Those who walk during the day do not stumble, because they see the light of this 

world. 
10

But those who walk at night stumble, because the light is not in them.” 
11

After saying this, he told 

them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there to awaken him.” 
12

The disciples said to him, 

“Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all right.” 
13

Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death, but they 

thought that he was referring merely to sleep. 
14

Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. 
15

For your sake I 

am glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” 
16

Thomas, who was called the Twin, 

said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.” 

  
17

When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. 
18

Now Bethany was 

near Jerusalem, some two miles away, 
19

and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them 

about their brother. 
20

When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at 

home. 
21

Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 
22

But even now I 

know that God will give you whatever you ask of him.” 
23

Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise 

again.” 
24

Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” 
25

Jesus said to 

her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, 
26

and 

everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?” 
27

She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I 

believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.” 

  
28

When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her privately, “The Teacher is 

here and is calling for you.” 
29

And when she heard it, she got up quickly and went to him. 
30

Now Jesus had not 

yet come to the village, but was still at the place where Martha had met him. 
31

The Jews who were with her in 

the house, consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed her because they thought that she 

was going to the tomb to weep there. 
32

When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and 

said to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” 
33

When Jesus saw her weeping, and 

the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. 
34

He said, 

“Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” 
35

Jesus began to weep. 
36

So the Jews said, 

“See how he loved him!” 
37

But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have 

kept this man from dying?” 

  
38

Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying against 

it. 
39

Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, already there is a 

stench because he has been dead four days.” 
40

Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed, you 

would see the glory of God?” 
41

So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, I 

thank you for having heard me. 
42

I knew that you always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd 

standing here, so that they may believe that you sent me.” 
43

When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, 

“Lazarus, come out!” 
44

The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face 

wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” 

  
45

Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did, believed in him. 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Please Sit 

 

Sermon ........................................................................................................................... The Rev. John P. Saraka 

https://vimeo.com/401635243 
Please Stand 

https://vimeo.com/401635243


Zion Lutheran Church 

 Page 7 
 

 

 

Hymn of the Day: ELW #666 ................................................................................“What Wondrous Love is This 

” 

https://youtu.be/YAXE2VLGb_E 

 
  

https://youtu.be/YAXE2VLGb_E
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Apostles Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 

virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the 

dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,and 

he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 

 

 

Prayers of Intercession 

Turning our hearts to God who is gracious and merciful, we pray for the church, the world, and all who are in 

need. 

A brief silence. 

God of life, bind your faithful people into one body. Enliven the church with your Spirit and bless the work of 

those who work for its renewal (like Hans Nielsen Hauge, whom we commemorate today). Accomplish your 

work of salvation in us and through us, for the sake of the world. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

God of life, you love the world you have made and you grieve when creation suffers. Restore polluted lands and 

waterways. Heal areas of the world ravaged by storms, floods, wildfires, droughts, or other natural disasters 

(especially). Bring all things to new life. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

God of life, show redemption to all who watch and wait with eager expectation: those longing for wars to cease, 

those waiting for immigration paperwork to finalize, those seeking election, and those in dire need of 

humanitarian relief. Come quickly with your hope. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

God of life, you weep with those who grieve. Unbind all who are held captive by anxiety, despair, or pain 

(especially). Fill us with compassion and empathy for those who struggle, and keep us faithful in prayer. Hear 

us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

God of life, we give thanks for opportunities for this congregation to collaborate with our community in caring 

for the needs of our neighbors. (Particular ministry partnerships may be named.) Strengthen our ties with other 

local congregations, agencies, and services. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
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God of life, you are our resurrection. We remember all those who have died and trust that, in you, they will live 

again (especially). Breathe new life into our dry bones, that we, too, might live with you forever. Hear us, 

O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

According to your steadfast love, O God, hear these and all our prayers as we commend them to you; through 

Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

MEAL 

Peace 

The Peace of the Lord be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

Please Sit 

OFFERING 

Please Stand 

 

Offering Prayer 

Holy and generous host, 

you set a table where we feast as friends. 

Prepare us to witness to your goodness 

with every gift you have given us to share, 

that all people may know your peace 

through Jesus Christ, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Blessing 

Now is the acceptable time. 

Now is the day of salvation. 

Holy God, speaking, spoken, and inspiring, 

☩ bless you, unbind you, 

and send you in love and in peace. 

Amen. 
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Sending Hymn: ELW#575 .......................................................................................“In Christ Called to Baptize” 

 

https://youtu.be/QKfoyNbSa-M 
 

 
  

https://youtu.be/QKfoyNbSa-M
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Dismissal 

Go in peace. Share the good news. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude 

For those who are joining us in worship for the first time, we are delighted to have you with us. We hope that 

you were made to feel welcome and fed through the Word and Sacrament. Please sign our guest book or speak 

to the pastor or one of our ushers if you would like more information about the church. Please come again. 

 

Behold, how good and pleasant it is when brothers and sisters live together in unity. Psalm 133:1. 
We thank you for joining us for worship! Please join us for a time of fellowship and refreshments at our coffee 

hour. If you are a visitor here with us for the first time, please sign our guest book in the Narthex. If you have 

any questions about the ministry and/or Church, please speak with Pastor John or one of our members. 

 
                                                                                                         

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                         

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS & NOTICES 

 
If you have a pastoral emergency you may contact Pastor Saraka at (315) 436-5602.  

To inquire about becoming a member at Zion Lutheran Church please contact the church office 

at 718-981-3151. 

 

We send our Christian Sympathies to family and friends of Dean Petersen. 

In Our Thoughts and Prayers 

Peter Abdelmessih, Sr., Debbie Agrell, Diane Andersen, Elna Ballarino, Dennis Bell, Larry Bianco, 

Charles Bilezikjian, John Buttermark, Kurt Carlsen, Angelina Rose Carlson, Connie Chorman, Mildred Curley, 

Chu Family, John Dellacotto, Lois Deland, Demeter Family, Roger Domyahn, Margaret Dunphy & Family, 

Billy Durney, Lillian Eidhammer, Bruce Holmgren, Stephanie Fergersen, Salvatore Ferrotti, Rosie Fitzsimmons, 

Martin Genco, Mary Gilligan, Carmela Giordano, Kolbrun Giordano, Dorothy Hatibov, Linda Klein, 

Bunny Lewand &Family, Jaime Light, Anna Lisk, Sally Lorentzen, Judith Minenno, Janet Miseri, 

Jimmy Monahan, Gerd Molton, Anne O’Halloran, Daniel Olson, Ole Olson, Meghan Ortega & Family, 

Harold & Teresa Owens, Janet Payson, Monica Peter, Thomas Pezzengrilli, Marlene Picone, 

Marina Rebmann, Skip Rehm, Richard & Linda Reinhartsen, Connie Retzlaff, Joan Roitzsch, Joann Ruggiero, 

Peter Ruggiero, Hap and Ingrid Russell, Anita Russo, Lisa Salberg, Margaret Sallemi, Pauline Sapountzaki, 

Abraham Isaac Saraka, Judith Saraka, Kathy Schulz, Doris Spinelli, Joli Steinberg Alyssa Traficenti, 

Catherine Tuppatsch, Ronnie Urus, Joe Virga, Matthew Virga, Nancy Virga, Rachael Villamonte, 

Fred & Sue Vokral, Jack Vokral, Jenna Warmbier, Maryann Weibel Lisa Whalen, Nicole Wildes, 

John Wisniewski, Richard Wisniewski, Jane Yelacic, Joan Yuskevich’ 

To all who have been infected or in contact with COVID 19 
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To be included in our on-line communication and see our live videos of worship 

and important messages from Zion, please email to lisam@zion505.org 

or call Lisa at 718-981-3151 or 917-796-5366 to give updated information 

 

2020 Zion Lutheran Church Directory Update 

 

Name: 

Email Address: 

Home Phone: 

Cellular Phone(s): 

Address: 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                 

 

  

   

  

To join our worship, please go to 

our website www.zion505.org and 

follow link or call church office 

718-981-3151 for assistance 

mailto:lisam@zion505.org
http://www.zion505.org/
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Come Join our LIVE Bible Study 
Wednesdays at 9:30 a.m.for our LIVE class 

If you would like to join via GoToMeeting.com through your phone or email 

Please contact Pr. John for more information 
 

First Communion and Confirmation Classes  
Please call the church office or Pastor John to join our LIVE classes 

 

The Holy Week and Easter schedule taking place is contingent 

upon a change in the status of the Corona Virus pandemic.  

 
 

All meetings, worship and programming are suspended until further notice. 

 

 

CHARITY KNITTERS 
I’m seeking charity knitters to assist with the numerous requests received on a regular basis. Many of our knitters 

have a favorite project they like to work on or a specialty item they like to create. Anyone who participates can 

provide as many items as they wish on any project they choose to work on. 

With that said, I supply yarn for anyone who needs it.  I also pick up & drop off to any person(s) who don't drive 

or are housebound. If any of your knitters have an idea they would like to have as part of the mission I'm happy 

to continue the conversation! 

If you need me to meet anyone who might be interested so they can feel more comfortable or would like to learn 

more, let me know. It would be amazing if we can create a group of knitters to be added to our “family”. 

Below are links to see projects: 

https://www.nyestateofbusiness.com/projects 

https://www.nyestateofbusiness.com/phoenix-hope-project 

Looking forward to hearing from you. 

Maria Carter 

917-887-1286 

nyestateofbusiness@gmail.com    /   www.nyestateofbusiness.com 
 

https://www.nyestateofbusiness.com/projects
https://www.nyestateofbusiness.com/phoenix-hope-project
mailto:nyestateofbusiness@gmail.com
http://www.nyestateofbusiness.com/

