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What is the purpose of the Church? This is a pretty important question. As we approach 
the 500th anniversary of the Reformation and the 100th anniversary of our congrega-
tion, this question is brought even closer to the forefront of our minds.  Why are we 
here? What is Zion Lutheran Church, School, and Daycare supposed to be doing? How 
are we to go about doing it? Without direction and purpose, it is difficult to know where 
you are going or what you are supposed to do. Nowadays in a world that is full of confu-
sion we have the wonderful opportunity to share God’s purpose for His creation. But in 
order to do so, we must first have that saving knowledge and faith in Christ. 
 
The Augsburg Confession, written in 1530, clearly confesses and defines the Biblical 
truth concerning this: “Our churches teach that the one holy Church is to remain forever. 

The Church is the congregation of saints [Psalm 149:1] in which the Gospel is purely 
taught and the Sacraments are correctly administered” (AC VII 1-2). This is rightly 
called the “evangelical magna carta of the Lutheran Church” because the Church is 
shaped, defined, and normed by this biblical truth. God creates and sustains His Church 
on earth through His means of grace. 
 
Seventeenth century Lutheran theologian Johann Gerhard explains it further in this way, 
“Therefore the purpose or end of the call to the church, and thus the purpose of the 
preservation and propagation of the church in this world, is twofold. The subordinate 
purpose is the conversion of humans from darkness to light, their transfer from the state 
of wrath to the state of grace, and the granting of an inheritance of eternal life. The prin-
cipal purpose is the glorification of God” (Johann Gerhard, Theological Commonplaces, 
Vol XXV: On the Church. 710) 
 
There you have it: the purpose of God’s church is to be converted to faith in Christ Je-
sus by the Gospel, kept in the true faith by His Word and Sacraments, and to give glory 
to God throughout our lives. All that we are and all that do as Christians is shaped by 
this truth. Conducting Divine Services, providing Christian education and mission oppor-
tunities for all groups, assisting the members to remain faithful in doctrine and life, and 
providing encouragement through Christian fellowship is a vital part of who we are and 
what we do. 

 
This month we are one year away from celebrating our 100th anniversary of God work-
ing through His Means of Grace here at Zion Lutheran Church (September 17th is the 
day). Our theme for the upcoming year is centered around the old Reformation motto 
“VDMA”. The letters stand for the Latin motto Verbum Domini Manet in Aeternum, or in 
English, “The Word of the Lord Endures Forever.” This is the motto of the Lutheran 
Reformation, a confident expression of the enduring power and authority of God’s 
Word. The motto is based on Isaiah 40:6-8 quoted by 1 Peter 1:24-25. It first appeared 
in the court of Frederick the Wise in 1522. He had it sewn onto the right sleeve of the 
court’s official clothing, which was worn by prince and servant alike. It was used by 
Frederick’s successors, his brother John the Steadfast, and his nephew John Frederick 
the Magnanimous. It became the official motto of the Smalcaldic League and was used 
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In short, our congregation exists to proclaim the Word of God in its purity and to administer the Sacraments, for it is 
by these means that God creates and sustain faith. That is how and why the Holy Spirit has called, gathered and 
enlightened us.  The Word and Sacraments are both the means by which God does this and that which we proclaim 
to the world. What a joy it is be part of God’s Church! What a privilege to carry the Gospel into a world that so des-
perately needs it. Soli Deo Gloria (To God alone be the glory). 
 
-Pastor Shaver 
 

Treasurer’s Report 

In the coming fiscal year I will be sharing monthly reports with the congregation through the newsletter.  These 
reports will show where we are year to date compared to the budget.  Below you will find the current balances 
in the designated funds accounts. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Linette Gregg 
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Stewardship Article 
     The devil, though defeated by the death, resurrection, and ascension of our Lord Jesus Christ, remains a very 
capable and clever foe. He is smarter than we are. He’s been watching us and taking notes for a very long time. 
He knows what we want, and he knows how to lure us away. And he does this by telling us what we want to 
hear. That’s what makes it so difficult. 
     To us who are greedy, he says: “You are not greedy. You are prudent. You are frugal. You are a good stew-
ard with your money. God doesn’t want you not to have all the things you want. He wants you to be happy. He 
wants you to have the latest and greatest toys for both young and old.” So if you consider yourself to be wise in 
the way of money and finances, beware of who just might be telling you these things. 
     Satan is a liar. He tells us what we want to hear. He lures us away from repentance and confession and faith, 
so that we harden our consciences and place our souls in peril. We must not underestimate the enemy. We have 
all taken his bait. We have all failed in this. None of us can say that we have fought this temptation to hold back 
with everything we have and won. 
      And we must repent. Yes, God wants us to be happy. But this happiness is never at the expense of faithful-
ness. We have a calling. We are a member of His family, the church. That relationship places a duty upon us: to 
give a generous proportion of the first fruits of the income He provides. 
      Only God is true to His Word. Only God is true to His promises. His promises never fail. His Word endures 
forever. His mercies are new every morning. He is faithful. He provides everything that we need. He provides 
food and clothes, house and home, everything that we pray for in the fourth petition of the Lord’s Prayer. 
      There are a whole host of things that we have that we do not need. The question that we need to ask our-
selves is whether these have come at the expense of our faithful, generous proportion of the first fruits of our 
income. If they have, then we must repent, turning away from our selfishness to Him who is faithful by giving His 
Son into death so that we are reconciled to Him and justified in His sight. 
     The devil will always tell you what you want to hear. But God tells us and gives us what we need to hear. With 
law and gospel, he cuts us to the heart, so that we will repent and believe His Word and promises. He is faithful. 
He is good. He will not forsake you, or leave you destitute. So believe and trust in Him. And you will not only be 
happy. You will be blessed. 

 

After a much needed summer break (only meeting once a month) your    
quilter are excited to get back into the swing of things. Sewing machines are 
revved up and ready to sew. Cutters and pinners are as sharp as can be. 
And those who tie, well, they are at full attention, needles threaded and 
ready to go. We are never to busy however, when that 10 A.M. coffee break 
rolls around. Laughter and stories seem to fill the air - YOU are always   
welcome at our table. Why not stop in and join us for a cup. 
On September 1st. we are excited to be giving $1,000.00 to the Salvation 
Army Family Shelter. This money is proceeds from our Homeless Quilt   
Mission. It is successful only because of YOU. Zion Lutheran has a         
congregation with a huge heart - and we are thankful for everyone of you.. 
This year the Homeless Quilt Mission reached across the border. Out of 
great love and compassion for others, a quilter from Canada sent quilt 
blocks that were made into a quilt here. The drawing was just held and   
Betty Shaefer won the quilt. Tickets were sold as far away as New York 
State.  
Next year we will be blessed again. A quilter from Sovereign Grace Fellow-
ship church here in Nampa has gifted us with a beautiful quilt top. She too 
wants to be a part of something that gives so much.  God's love is reaching 
out and touching many hearts and in turn, helping many more.    
Keep stitchin' 
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We are coming back from a great summer and are ready to have  
a productive year of Mission Work for our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Meeting:  Our meeting will be held Saturday, September 10 at 9:30 in 
Luther Hall.  The hostess is Linda Larson and the Bible Study will be a 
continuation of our study from May on "God's Promises" led by Eda 
Miller.  Be sure to bring your Bible study handouts.  If you don't have 
them, we have extra copies.  WE WELCOME NEW MISSION WORK-
ERS WITH THANKFULNESS!  Come and join us if you feel called to 

work for the Lord.  Come to our meeting and stay for the Prayer Vigil at 12:00. 

 

We will be collecting recycled card fronts.  We will be making cards for cancer patients served by Phil's 
Friends. " Encouragement" or "Thinking of you" cards are accepted-not "Get well" cards.  We will be col-
lecting them for several months, so clean out you drawers!  Place them in the LWML Box in Luther 

Hall.  This is the same box in which we will collect the rulers, pencil sharpeners, purple kitchen scrun-
chies and dish cloths, and the handmade backpacks (directions are on the LWML bulletin board.   

 

Put Oct. 1 on your     

calendar.  This is the 
day of our Western 
Zone Fall Rally at 

Friendship Celebration in 
Meridian.  Donette 

Thaemert will share with 
us a terrific insight    

titled: What did Jesus 
Eat?  Quick reference is 
Deuteronomy 8:7-8.   

Mission Grant Bulletin Bytes 
#14 BRINGING THE GOSPEL TO THE LOST SHEEP OF ISRAEL $100,000 
One of the unreached people groups to the LCMS are the Jewish people and that is why a 
part of the mite offerings of the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League support the work 
of The Apple of His Eye Mission Society. This organization does the active work of seed 
sowing so that God’s Spirit can dwell in them by declaring Jesus as their Savior. They per-
form an effective evangelistic work allowing more than 6 million Jews to have access to 
the Gospel of the Lord. The funds will be used to bring people to the United States for 
training, evangelism tools, and materials for outreach, as well as computers for working 
with database and creative communications.  

LWML National Convention in Albuquerque           

2017 - Ingathering Items 

The Utah-Idaho District is doing an ingathering of the 

following items: 

School rulers and pencil sharpeners to be used to “Fill 

the Backpacks” for Lutheran World Relief 

Making Backpacks for Lutheran World Relief (pattern 

provided on the bulletin board in Luther Hall) 

Making purple dishcloths (crochet or knit using any 

pattern) Making purple kitchen scrunchies             

(any pattern)       All donations are appreciated! 



September 13 is the startup date for Ladies’ Evening Bible Study.  We will be using the book “Pew      
Sisters”, which is about “Real Women, Real Lives and Real stories of God’s Faithfulness”.   All ladies are 
welcome and we meet every Tuesday evening at 7pm.  Come join us at Linda Larson’s home in Nampa.  If 

you are interested, there is a signup sheet in Luther Hall on the bulletin board.   
   Questions call Linda at 899-3440.  Cost of book is $8. 

September 11 we will have an Outgoing Board Member      
Appreciation Reception in Luther Hall following our church 
service.  Please plan to attend so we can personally thank 
our Brother’s in Christ for their service to our church 
family. 

Zion Lutheran church will be holding a prayer 
vigil for our educational ministries on         

Saturday, September 10.  There will be three 
opportunities for people to gather together for 

a short time of joint and personal prayer. 
Please join us in the church at one or more of 

these three times: 9am-10am, 12pm-1pm,         
and 4pm-5pm on Saturday, September 10.  
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LCMS Task Force on Domestic Violence 

and Child Abuse 

Rev. Larry Vogel  

Associate Executive Director of the CTRC for the LCMS 

Deaconess Kim Schave Local Law            

Enforcement and other guests….. 

Will  offer training to:  

 Bring awareness to the issue 

 Equip to respond with care and concern 

 Share knowledge of when and how to make referrals  

 

Grace Lutheran Church  

Caldwell, Idaho  

September 24, 2016 

8:30 AM to 5:00 PM 

 

Cost is $5.00 & Lunch is Provided 

Contact Grace Lutheran for registration                        

information. 

208-459-4191 

September 12, 2016 at 7:00 pm at the  

College Church of the Nazarene. 

Please join us and invite others. 

Tickets are free 

You can get the tickets from Kathy Long or 

the Church office. 
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Organist Workshop 
The congregation of Good Shepherd Lutheran Church at the corner of Cassia and Orchard in Boise invites 
you to join them as they celebrate the recent installation of a Johannus Ecclesia organ.  Dr. Steven Hoff-
man will lead a workshop for church organists Saturday morning, September 17th, 9:30-12 noon.  This will 
include a reading session of organ music from Morning Star Music Publishers and Concordia Publishing 
House as well as hymnody, registration, general playing tips, and the relationship between Lutheran theol-
ogy and sacred music as well as Dr. Luther’s appraisal of music as we prepare to celebrate the 
500th anniversary of the Reformation. 
 
Dr. Steven Hoffman serves as Kantor at King of Glory Lutheran Church, Cheyenne, Wyoming and St. An-
drew's Lutheran Church, Laramie, Wyoming.  He is university Organist and Lecturer in Music at the Uni-
versity of Wyoming, where he teaches Organ and Counterpoint in the Department of Music. Dr. Hoffman 
received the Bachelor of Music in Organ Performance and Choral Music at the Lawrence Conservatory of 
Music, Appleton, Wisconsin, where he studied organ with Miriam Duncan and George Damp.  He received 
the Master of Music in Organ Performance at the University of South Dakota, Vermillion, where he stud-
ied with Larry Schou.  He received the Doctor of Musical Arts degree in Organ and Sacred Music at the 
University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, where he studied with Marilyn Mason. Kantor Hoffman is a composer, 
and is writing a book on the relationship between Lutheran theology and sacred music in the Refor-
mation.   
 
In October, Dr. Hoffman will travel to Wittenberg, Germany for the re-dedication of the Castle Church, 
where Dr. Luther nailed his Ninety-Five Theses on October 31, 1517. 
 
 

As part of the rededication, Dr. Hoffman 
will be playing an organ recital of works 
based on Luther’s hymn tunes. You will hear 
the same organ recital performed by Dr. 
Hoffman at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, 
5009 Cassia Street, Boise, Idaho 
on Sunday September 18, 2016, at 4:00 PM. 
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EXAMPLE *        

Contribution Amount 

 $  

500.00    
 $  

1,000.00    

 $  

2,000.00    

Federal Tax Savings  $  125.00    
 $     

250.00    

 $     

500.00   *Based on a 25% tax 

Idaho State Tax Savings  $    37.00     $           $     148.00   
bracket and joint 

filing 

Idaho Tax Credit 

 $  

250.00    
 $     

500.00    

 $  

1,000.00   in Idaho 

Your Actual Cost of 

the Gift 

 $    

88.00    
 $     

176.00    

 $     

352.00    

August 26, 2016 

Dear Zion Lutheran School Family and Friends, 
 

We wanted to share some good news with you; thanks to the State of Idaho Education Tax Credit, a cash gift to Zion Lu-

theran School of $1,000 would only cost you $176.  Or, if you gave a cash gift of $2,000 it would only cost $352.  Because 

of you, we will be able to develop academic excellence with a lifelong impact for students.  Gifts from families like yours 

ensure an education at Zion Lutheran School can continue to be academically superior with a Christian Worldview.  If 

you are receiving this letter, it’s because you have been a member of the Zion Lutheran community and share a passion 

for Christian Education.    
 

We are in the beginning stages of “A Lutheran Commemorative Fund Drive” for the 2016-2017 school year.  Our goal is 

to raise $25,000.  With your contributions some of the things we plan to accomplish with this year’s Fund are: 

 

 

 

 

 

Your donation will provide means for us to continue to serve the Lord and our students well in the areas of technology, 

safety and security, curriculum and facilities. 
 

We thank you for your generous partnership and support.  Please contact your financial advisor to get specific details in 

regards to your unique situation. 

 

In His service, 

Gayle Wollman 
Mrs. Gayle Wollman 

Principal  

Zion Lutheran School 

Incorporate new curriculum to continue to serve and promote Classical Christian Education 

Continuing to provide and secure benefits for our dedicated teaching staff 

Continual updates on our “historical” building 

Update our ever improving technology 
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Chapel Service 

is held Fridays 

at Zion          

Lutheran 

School.                                    

Service begins 

at 8:15,  the 

congregation is 

invited to come 

and worship 

with the        

students and 

staff. 

Zion School’s hot lunch program is looking for any extra 

fruits and vegetables you might have or would like to do-

nate. If you have any questions call Heather at 466-9141 

ZLS Staff 2016-2017 

 

Principal:             Mrs. Gayle Wollman 

Preschool 

 PK-3 & PK-4 Mrs. Lindsey Stephens 

Elementary 

 Kindergarten –  Mrs. Jennifer Rippy 

 1st & 2nd –        Mrs. Ruth Pridgen 

       3rd & 4th   -      Mrs. Teresa Sams 

Middle School 

       5th, 6th & 7th   Mrs. Gayle Wollman 

                                 Mrs. Kris Shaver 

Music                      Mrs. Yvonne Rousseau  

P.E.                          Mr. Scott Michaelson 

Cafeteria                 Mrs. Heather Ratcliff 

                                 Mrs.  Bridget Butterfield 

Receptionist       Mrs. Cheryl Johnson 

Child Watch          Mrs. Jennifer Rippy 

Admission             Mrs. Tonya Barber 
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Clothes for the Cause 

Textile Collection Drive 

Zion Lutheran School 

September 30, 2016 

 

We all have clothing that is no longer worn or no longer fits.  Instead of discarding surplus clothing and household lin-

ens, give your clothes a second life by participating in our textile collection drive September 30th! 

We are partnering with Clothes for the Cause for this exciting fundraiser!  As you sort through the clothes your kids 

have outgrown, please don’t get rid of them…..donate them to Zion Lutheran School! 

 

What we CAN take: 

CLOTHING 

SHOES (paired only) 

TOWELS 

STUFFED ANIMALS 

HATS  

SHEETS 

BLANKETS 

QUILTS  

BEDSPREADS 

DRAPES 

PURSES 

BELTS 

All items need to be kept dry, so please put them in a plastic bag that is tied tightly. 

****WE CANNOT TAKE: GLASS, BREAKABLES, ELECTRONICS, PET BEDS, BED PILLOWS, CARPETING, UNI-

FORMS, HOTEL LINENS, OR ITEMS PREVIOUSLY FOR SALE AT A THRIFT STORE**** 

You can drop off your donations at Zion Lutheran School 
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Zion School will be hosting a rummage sale 
to reduce the school deficit. 

 

Sale will be held October 22 
 

9:00 am –3:00 pm 
 

At Zion Lutheran School 
 

Please have all items priced and ready to sell. All items can be dropped 
off at the school between the house of 8:00 am to 2:45 pm 11 



 

 

 

 

 

4th 9:15 am Sunday school & Adult Bible Study  

 10:30 am  Sunday Service with Holy Communion  

6th 7:00 pm Elders Meeting in Luther hall  

7th 11:00 am Fellowship Bible Study with pot-luck in Luther Hall 

8th 9:00 am Quilting in Luther hall  

 6:30 pm PTF Back to school pot luck at Zion School 

10th 9:30 am LWML Meeting in Luther Hall  

 9-5 Prayer Vigil at Zion Lutheran Church 

11th 9:15 am Sunday school & Adult Bible Study  

 10:30 am  Sunday Service  

 After service appreciation reception for outgoing church officers 

12th 1:30 pm Bible study at Lee Trask’s 

13th WINKEL at Faith in Mountain Home 

 7:00 pm Ladies Bible Study at Linda Larson’s 

 7:00 pm Ministry Council Meeting in Luther Hall 

15th 9:00 am Quilting in Luther Hall  

16th Bike-a-thon at Zion School 

18th 9:15 am Sunday school & Adult Bible Study  

 10:30 am  Sunday Service with Holy Communion  

19th 1:30 pm Bible study at Lee Trask’s 

20th 7:00 pm Ladies Bible Study at Linda Larson’s 

 7:00 pm Men’s Bible Study in Luther Hall 

21st 11:00 am Fellowship Bible Study with pot-luck in Luther Hall 

22nd 9:00 am Quilting 

25th 9:15 am Sunday school & Adult Bible Study  

 10:30 am  Sunday Service  

26th 1:00 pm Bible Study at Lee Trask’s 

27th 7:00 pm ladies Bible Study at Linda Larson’s 

29th 9:00 am Quilting in Luther Hall 
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