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“What’s a Divine Service?” That is a question that I received once from a young 
man who was new Lutheranism.  He had little to no background in historic Chris-
tianity and he had never been to a Lutheran church on a Sunday morning be-
fore.  There was no doubt about it, this was something different than what he had 
ever experienced before.  And he didn’t really understand what was going on. 
 
Many people feel the same way when it comes to Sunday morning in a Lutheran 
Church. It is utterly different than what you find in the world (and all too often in 
some Christian churches).  In fact, many of us wonder about the same things.  To 
help with this end, over the next several months, we will spend time looking at 
what we do and why we do it.  And so, we begin with a little bit of theology of 
“worship.”  As the old saying goes: lex orandi lex credendi, lex credendi lex orandi, 
or the way you worship affects the way you believe, and the way you believe affects 
the way you worship. 
 
To quote from the Introduction of Lutheran Worship (1982), “Our Lord speaks 
and we listen. His Word bestows what it says. Faith that is born from what is 
heard acknowledges the gifts received with eager thankfulness and praise. Music is 
drawn into this thankfulness and praise, enlarging and elevating the adoration of 
our gracious giver God… The rhythm of our worship is from Him to us, and them 
from us back to Him. He gives His gifts, and together we receive and extol 
them.  We build one another up as we speak to one another in psalms, hymns, and 
spiritual songs. Our Lord gives us His body to eat and His blood to drink. Finally, 
His blessing moves us out into our calling, where His gifts have their frui-
tion.  How best to do this we may learn from His Word and from the way His 
Word has prompted His worship through the centuries.  We are heirs of an aston-
ishingly rich tradition.” 
 
There you have it.  What happens on a Sunday morning is a “Divine” Service (or in 
German, gottesdiesnt, literally “God’s service) because the Divine, God, is first and 
foremost serving us.  Then, and only then, do we respond with our prayers, praise, 
and thanks. The high and holy worship of God is faith in Jesus Christ.  Such faith 
is created and sustained by God’s service to us – serving us through His Word and 
the Sacraments as His means of grace.  The Divine Service is not something that 
we do for God, but it is His service to us that is received in faith.  The liturgy 
(literally, public work) of the Divine Service, therefore, is God’s work wherein He 
gives and we receive. 
 
Lutheranism has always affirmed the ancient, historical, and liturgical practice of 
the Christian Church.  The Apology of the Augsburg Confession (1531) states, “At 
the outset, we must again make this preliminary statement: we do not abolish the 
Mass [Divine Service], but religiously keep and defend it. Masses are celebrated 
among us every Lord’s Day and on other festivals.  The Sacrament [of the Altar] is 
offered to those who wish to use it, after they have been examined and ab-
solved.  And the usual public ceremonies are observed, the series of lessons, of 
prayers, vestments, and other such things… ceremonies should be celebrated to 
teach people Scripture, that those admonished by the Word may conceive faith 
and godly fear, and may also pray. (This is the intent of ceremonies).” 
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“Our Lord speaks and we listen.” 

INSIDE STORY HEADLINE 

INSIDE STORY HEADLINE 

God speaks and we listen.  After receiving what God has to give, we respond.  This is the ebb and flow of the 
Divine Service.  All that happens on a Sunday morning centers on that simply fact; drawing primarily from 
the Scriptures themselves to enact what is said and done (Isaiah 55:11).  
 
Next month, we will look more specifically at the history of the Divine Service and how it has been passed 
down to us and has its roots in Old and New Testament worship. 
 
~Pastor Shaver  

The raffle winner for the month of April was       

Donna Painter.  

Congratulations!!! 

The quilters thank the congregation for the $489.00 given in the door 

offering for shipping of the 600 + quilts from Portland to Baltimore. 

The Penny Foundation has also generously funded the freight to bring 

our batting to Nampa. Something new we were required to do this 

year.  We are looking forward to another successful year of serving the 

Lord.  The quilters will not meet April 30 or May 7. They will be      

serving the dinner to the pastors on May 5. Quilting will resume       

May 14.  Remember we always need gently used sheets and cotton or     

cotton blend fabrics.  Thanks to all who participate. 

 

The quilters are meeting both mornings at 9:00 am and                           

afternoons at 12:00 pm. Every Thursday in Luther Hall.                                 

Every one is invited to join us.  

 

We are looking for old pictures or any thing of          

historical value for our 100th anniversary                 

celebration in 2017. I f you have anything you would 

like to contribute, contact Ron Watson and he will 

copy what you have and return it to you.  

Thank you. 
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LWML Mission Goal Reached-Thanks be to God!:  

The Lutheran Women’s Missionary League (LWML) is overjoyed to an-

nounce that the 2013-2015 Mission Goal of $1.83 million was met and 

surpassed. To date the total for the biennium is $1,849,178.96, with one 

district’s March mites yet to be counted. In an e-News dated March 5, 

2015, supporters were asked to pray, as eleven Mission Grants still re-

quired full or partial funding before the end of the fiscal biennium off 

March 31, 2015. After the announcement of the mites’ shortfall , many 

districts and single donors responded with additional gifts. All praise to 

our Lord, Jesus Chris, for gracious giving. 

Article from the LWML E-News 

 

Graduation 

cards are 

available in 

Luther Hall 
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Change for Life 

Help support Lifeline Pregnancy Care Center by        

participating in the Change for Life.  Lifeline  Pregnancy 

Care Center is a non-profit pro-life organization in 

Nampa; that shares Christ’s Love through counseling, 

teaching and providing resources to those facing an un-

planned pregnancy.  Lifeline also offers abortion recov-

ery counseling and provides abstinence-only education 

to our local schools. All services at Lifeline PCC are free to our community.  Please pick up an 

empty baby bottle from the basket in Luther Hall  and in the next 6 weeks fill it with pocket 

change, cash or a check. The Change for Life Fundraiser runs   between                                                                                                    

Mothers Day, May 10                                                    

& Father’s Day, June 21. 

Remember to return the baby bottle, regardless if it is full or not, to the basket in Luther Hall    

on or before Father’s Day, June 21.                                                                                                              

All proceeds will benefit the ministry of Lifeline Pregnancy Care Center.   

Your extra change can change lives!  

LWML meeting this       
Saturday at 9:30 am in   
Luther Hall. Breakfast 
snacks and fruit will be 

served. Help plan the next 
few months. After the 

meeting, we will all go out 
for a mystery lunch. Come 

spend time with your     
sisters in Christ. 
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Invite you to our 2015 VBS Day Camp! 
At Zion Christian School 

1012 12th Ave. Rd 

Nampa, Idaho  

IT ALL STARTS:                
MONDAY June 22-June 26    

FROM: 9:00am –3:00 pm   Fri-
day only 9 am to 12:00pm 

***Bring a Sack Lunch*** 

Contact Zion Christian School at 466-9141 or Zion Lutheran Church at 466-6746 
with any questions and registration forms 

INVITING all 5-6th graders 
fir a week of fun activities , 
arts and crafts, Bible Study, 
games and much more! 

Cost is $15.00 per child –
Space is limited to the first 

75 campers. 



Sunday School has been very blessed this year and has 
been as blessing to Zion. We have had a faithful attend-

ance and we thank the parents who continue to bring 
their children. We have dedicated teachers who deserve a 

huge THANKS– There are only 2 Sundays left until we 
break for the summer until fall.  

Have a Wonderful Summer! 

SCHOOL REPORT 

The end of the year is here.  We just have 

3 more weeks of school.  This year has 

gone quickly.  It’s been busy and quite 

successful!  The last day of school is     

May 22.  We will have our barbeque 

lunch that noon.   

Our spring program went very well.  The 

children did a great job of singing many 

of our nation’s patriotic songs.  They also 

recited many appropriate Bible passages.  

They were wonderful!  Thank you Mrs. 

Rousseau and all who helped! 

If you see any of the teachers, please give 

them a big hug!  They have done a      

wonderful job this year and I am so proud 

of them and the students                                   

for working so hard! 

Tax credit saved;                                                           
new benefits for private schools 

House Bill 220 will preserve a tax credit benefiting Idaho's 

independent schools. Individual taxpayers may take a 50 

percent credit towards their Idaho income tax bill, up to 

$1000, for donations to private schools or their foundations. 

Corporations may take a 50 percent credit up to a $10,000 

donation.                                                                                    

If you feel that a cash donation to Zion Christian School 

could benefit you or someone you know, please feel free to 

contact the school office to make arrangements to do so.  

Also, there are some local companies that do have matching 

fund programs.  Some of those include: Albertson’s Inc, Al-

liant Tech Systems, Bank of America Foundation, Datatel, 

DirectTV, ExxonMobil Foundation, Gap Foundation, General 

Electric Foundation, Hallmark Corporate Foundation, Hewlett 

Packard Company, The Home Depot, Idaho Power Compa-

ny, Intel Foundation, McDonald’s Corporation, Microsoft 

Foundation, Motorola Foundation, State Farm Companies 

Foundation, U.S. Bancorp Foundation, United Parcel Ser-

vice, and Wells Fargo foundation.  This list does not include 

all the companies that would participate, please contact your 

employer to see if they offer any such benefits.   



 

16th  9:30 am LWML meeting                                                                                 

  with mystery luncheon after 

17th  9:15 am Sunday School &                                                                       

  Adult Bible Study                                                                                   

  10:30 am Church Service                                                                          

  with Holy Communion. 

18th  1:30 pm Bible Study at Lee Trasks 

19th  7:00 pm Ladies Bible Study at Linda Larson’s   --this is the last    

  Bible study until September.         

  7 :00 pm Men’s Bible Study in Luther Hall. 

20th  11:00 am Fellowship Bible Study in Luther Hall with pot luck after 

21st  9:00 am Quilting in Luther hall.   

22nd   8:15 am Chapel at School/ Last Day of School at Zion. 1/2 Day. 

24th  9:15 am Sunday School– Last Day of Sunday School for the Summer.  

  9:15 am Adult Bible Study in Luther hall                                                                      

  10:30 am Church Service with Holy Communion 

25th  Memorial Day! Church Office Closed.                                                       

  1:30 am Bible Study at Lee Trask’s 

28th  9:00 am Quilting in Luther Hall  

31st  9:15 am Adult Bible Study in Luther Hall       

  10:30 am Church Service with Holy Communion. 

"So you shall observe to do just as the LORD your God has commanded 
you; you shall not turn aside to the right or to the left. "You shall walk in 
all the way which the LORD your God has commanded you, that you may 
live and that it may be well with you, and that you may prolong your 
days in the land which you will possess.  
         Deuteronomy 5:32-33 


