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Call to Worship 
 

T  VESPERS T 
 
Stand and face the Processional Cross 
Processional Hymn: Come, Holy Ghost, God and Lord LSB 497 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 2 

Opening Versicles Psalm 51:15; Psalm 70:1 
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T PSALMODY T 
 

Psalmody Psalm 40:3-4, 7-11; antiphon: Psalm 40:9 

 
L  I have told the glad news of deliverance in the great congre- | gation;* 

  behold, I have not restrained my lips, as you know, | O LORD. 
C   He put a new song in my mouth, a song of praise | to our God.* 
      Many will see and fear, and put their trust | in the LORD. 
L  Blessèd is the man who makes the | LORD his trust,* 
   who does not turn to the proud, to those who go astray af- | ter a lie! 
C  Then I said, “Behold, | I have come;* 
   in the scroll of the book it is writ- | ten of me: 
L  I desire to do your will, | O my God;* 
   your law is with- | in my heart.” 
C  I have told the glad news of deliverance in the great congre- | gation;* 
      behold, I have not restrained my lips, as you know, | O LORD. 
L  I have not hidden your deliverance within my heart; I have spoken of your  
  faithfulness and your sal- | vation;* 
     I have not concealed your steadfast love and your faithfulness from the great  
  congre- | gation. 
C  As for you, O LORD, you will not restrain your mer- | cy from me;* 
      your steadfast love and your faithfulness will ever pre- | serve me! 
L   But may all who seek you rejoice and be | glad in you;* 
      may those who love your salvation say continually, “Great | is the LORD!” 
C  Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

      and to the Holy | Spirit; 
 as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
  is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

L  I have told the glad news of deliverance in the great congre- | gation;*  
       behold, I have not restrained my lips, as you know, | O LORD. 
 

Sit 
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Office Hymn: Hark, the Voice of Jesus Calling LSB 827 

 

 

 

 
 

T READINGS T  
 
Reading Isaiah 52:7–10 

A A reading from Isaiah, chapter 52. 
  

7How beautiful upon the mountains 
 are the feet of him who brings good news, 
who publishes peace, who brings good news of happiness, 
 who publishes salvation, 
 who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.” 
8The voice of your watchmen—they lift up their voice; 
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 together they sing for joy; 
for eye to eye they see 
 the return of the LORD to Zion. 
9Break forth together into singing, 
 you waste places of Jerusalem, 
for the LORD has comforted his people; 
 he has redeemed Jerusalem. 
10The LORD has bared his holy arm 
 before the eyes of all the nations, 
and all the ends of the earth shall see 
 the salvation of our God. 

A  O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Reading Romans 10:5–17 
A A reading from Romans, chapter 10. 
  
 5Moses writes about the righteousness that is based on the law, that the person 
who does the commandments shall live by them. 6But the righteousness based on 
faith says, “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’” (that is, to bring 
Christ down) 7or “‘Who will descend into the abyss?’” (that is, to bring Christ up from 
the dead). 8But what does it say? “The word is near you, in your mouth and in your 
heart” (that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); 9because, if you confess with your 
mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, 
you will be saved. 10For with the heart one believes and is justified, and with the 
mouth one confesses and is saved. 11For the Scripture says, “Everyone who believes in 
him will not be put to shame.” 12For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; 
the same Lord is Lord of all, bestowing his riches on all who call on him. 13For 
“everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” 
 14But how are they to call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are 
they to believe in him of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear 
without someone preaching? 15And how are they to preach unless they are sent? As it 
is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good news!” 16But they 
have not all obeyed the gospel. For Isaiah says, “Lord, who has believed what he has 
heard from us?” 17So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of 
Christ.  
A O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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Reading John 20:19–23 

A A reading from John, chapter 20. 
  
 19On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being locked 
where the disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and 
said to them, “Peace be with you.” 20When he had said this, he showed them his 
hands and his side. Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said 
to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending 
you.” 22And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive 
the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of anyone, they are forgiven; if you withhold 
forgiveness from anyone, it is withheld.” 
A O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Responsory Psalm 86:11; Psalm 119:105 

 

 
 

Sermon  “Preach You the Word” 
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T ORDINATION T 
 

Stand 
 
The candidate is presented before the altar. The presiding minister, standing before the altar, says: 
Address 

P Beloved in the Lord, Nicholas Whitney has been called by the Lord of the Church 
into the Office of the Holy Ministry of the Word and Sacraments. He has been 
prepared for this ministry by careful study and prayer. He has been examined and 
declared ready and prepared to undertake this sacred responsibility, and, by the 
guidance of God the Holy Spirit, he has in the Church’s usual order been called to 
be Pastor of Trinity Lutheran Church in Amherst, Nebraska. According to 
apostolic practice, he is now presented to be ordained and consecrated to this 
office established by God. 

 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Let us pray. 

O Lord God, heavenly Father, by the blessed light of Your holy Word You have 
led us to the knowledge of Your Son. We humbly implore You to replenish us 
with the grace of Your Holy Spirit that we may ever walk in the light of Your truth 
and, rejoicing with sure confidence in Christ, our Savior, be brought to everlasting 
life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

The candidate stands and remains at the altar with the presiding minister. The presiding minister turns 
to the candidate and says: 
The Institution of the Office of the Holy Ministry 

P Hear what Holy Scripture says concerning the institution of the Office of the Holy 
Ministry… 

 
The Responsibilities of the Office of the Holy Ministry 

P Hear what Holy Scripture says concerning the responsibilities of the Office of the 
Holy Ministry… 

 



 8 

The Strength and Promise in the Office of the Holy Ministry 
P Hear what Holy Scripture says concerning the strength and promise God gives to 

those in the Office of the Holy Ministry… 
 

The presiding minister addresses the candidate: 
Questioning 

P Dear brother in Christ, the Lord grant that you receive and keep these words in 
your heart so that you may be strengthened and encouraged in your labors. God 
gathers His Church by and around His Holy Gospel and thereby also grants it 
growth and increase according to His good pleasure. That this may be done, He 
has established the Office of the Holy Ministry into which you have been called 
by the Church and are now to be ordained and consecrated by prayer and the 
laying on of hands. In the presence of this congregation and before our Lord God 
to whom you must give an account now and at the Last Day, I now ask you: 
 
Do you acknowledge that the Lord has called you through His Church into the 
ministry of Word and Sacrament? 

R I do. 
  
P Do you believe and confess the canonical books of the Old and New Testaments 

to be the inspired Word of God and the only infallible rule of faith and practice? 
R Yes, I believe and confess the canonical Scriptures to be the inspired Word of God 

and the only infallible rule of faith and practice. 
  
P Do you believe and confess the three Ecumenical Creeds, namely the Apostles’, 

the Nicene, and the Athanasian Creeds, as faithful testimonies to the truth of the 
Holy Scriptures, and do you reject all the errors which they condemn? 

R Yes, I believe and confess the three Ecumenical Creeds because they are in accord 
with the Word of God. I also reject all the errors they condemn. 

  
P Do you confess the Unaltered Augsburg Confession to be a true exposition of 

Holy Scripture and a correct exhibition of the doctrine of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church? And do you confess that the Apology of the Augsburg Confession, the 
Small and Large Catechisms of Martin Luther, the Smalcald Articles, the Treatise 
on the Power and Primacy of the Pope, and the Formula of Concord—as these 
are contained in the Book of Concord—are also in agreement with this one 
scriptural faith? 
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R Yes, I make these Confessions my own because they are in accord with the Word of 
God. 

  
P Do you promise that you will perform the duties of your office in accordance with 

these Confessions, and that all your preaching and teaching and your 
administration of the Sacraments will be in conformity with Holy Scripture and 
with these Confessions? 

R Yes, I promise, with the help of God. 
  
P Will you faithfully instruct both young and old in the chief articles of Christian 

doctrine, will you forgive the sins of those who repent, and will you promise 
never to divulge the sins confessed to you? Will you minister faithfully to the sick 
and dying, and will you demonstrate to the Church a constant and ready ministry 
centered in the Gospel? Will you admonish and encourage the people to a lively 
confidence in Christ and in holy living? 

R Yes, I will, with the help of God. 
  
P Finally, will you honor and adorn the Office of the Holy Ministry with a holy life? 

Will you be diligent in the study of Holy Scripture and the Confessions? And will 
you be constant in prayer for those under your pastoral care? 

R I will, the Lord helping me through the power and grace of His Holy Spirit. 
 

The candidate kneels. The presiding minister lays both his hands directly on the head of the candidate. 
The Laying on of Hands John 20:21–23 NKJV alt. 

P [Jesus said:] “Peace be to you! As the Father has sent Me, I also send you.” And 
when He had said this, He breathed on them, and said to them, “Receive the Holy 
Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins 
of any, they are retained.” 

 
Ordination 

P Nicholas Whitney, I ordain and consecrate you to the Office of the Holy Ministry 
of the Word and Sacraments in the one, holy, catholic, and apostolic Church, in 
the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
  
P The Lord Jesus pour out on you His Holy Spirit for this office and work that you 

may faithfully preach the Gospel and administer the Sacraments. Amen. 
 



 10 

The assisting pastors each in turn lay both their hands directly on the newly ordained, adding an 
appropriate blessing or passage from the Word of God. 

 
Stand 
 
The assisting pastors, together with the presiding minister, may jointly lay hands on the newly ordained 
while the congregation prays the Lord’s Prayer. 
Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
The newly ordained stands and is vested with a stole. 

 
The presiding minister and the newly ordained turn to face the congregation. The presiding minister 
says: 
Presentation of the Newly Ordained Hebrews 13:17 NIV 

P Beloved in the Lord, Holy Scripture says, “Obey your leaders and submit to their 
authority. They keep watch over you as men who must give an account. Obey 
them so that their work will be a joy, not a burden, for that would be of no 
advantage to you.” 
 
Will you, the faithful, according to the Church’s public confession, and speaking 
for the whole Church, receive Nick as a servant of Christ and minister of Word 
and Sacrament? If so, then answer: We will. 

C We will. 
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P Let us pray. 
O eternal, merciful God, You have spoken through Your own dear Son, saying 
that the harvest is plentiful but the laborers few and that we should ask You, the 
Lord of the harvest, to send laborers into Your harvest. Hear now our prayer on 
behalf of Nick, who this day is ordained and consecrated to be Your minister in 
the Church. Strengthen him mightily to take up the Word of truth and faithfully 
to administer Your holy Sacraments. 
  
O Lord Jesus Christ, our great High Priest, You gave Your own life to be a holy 
and perfect sacrifice for us and for our salvation. Grant Nick a heart zealous for 
Your people and boldness to guide, comfort, admonish, and serve Your 
congregation with gentleness and wisdom. Fill him, Your undershepherd, with 
Your love that in Your name he will seek the straying and bear up the weak. Give 
him the heart never to grow weary in the service of Your flock. 
  
O Holy Spirit, strengthen and keep Nick in the Word of truth and life, and 
support him in every time of trouble and distress. Make his labors fruitful and, 
when the day of labor is ended, grant him to come with rejoicing before Your 
presence to receive with all the saints his portion in eternal salvation. 
  
To You, O Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all glory and honor, both now and 
forever. 

C Amen. 

 
  



 12 

Hymn: Send, O Lord, Your Holy Spirit LSB 681 

 

 

 

 

 
 

T PRAYER T 
 
Pastor Nick Whitney leads the congregation in prayer and the benediction. 

P Let us pray. 
Merciful God, we humbly implore You to cast the bright beams of Your light 
upon Your Church that we, being instructed by the doctrine of the blessed 
apostles, may walk in the light of Your truth and finally attain to the light of 
everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
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P O God, on this day You once taught the hearts of Your faithful people by sending 
them the light of Your Holy Spirit. Grant us in our day by the same Spirit to have 
a right understanding in all things and evermore to rejoice in His holy 
consolation; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 
P O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, 

give to us, Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts 
may be set to obey Your commandments and also that we, being defended from 
the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, 
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Benedicamus Psalm 103:1 

 

 
 

Benediction 2 Corinthians 13:14 

 

 

 
 
 

P 
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Hymn to Depart: Preach You the Word LSB 586 

 

 

 
 
5 Of all his scattered plenteousness 

    One-fourth waves ripe on hill and flat, 
And bears a harvest hundredfold: 
    “Ah, what of that, Lord, what of that!” 

 
6 Preach you the Word and plant it home 

    And never faint; the Harvest Lord 
Who gave the sower seed to sow 
    Will watch and tend His planted Word. 
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