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Not too long ago I was invited to give a devotional talk to a group of       

Christians who were comprised of different ages and denominational          

affiliations.  The idea was appealing, so as the conversation continued I was 

eager to hear of the details.  I asked some questions and answered some 

questions. But there was statement that stuck out during our conversation 

that went something like this, “Oh Pastor, you’ll love it.  We have different 

pastors do this sort of thing and we are really good at being generic so as not 

to push one denomination or another.”  Hmmm. 

 

This is an idea that floats around within Christianity, and yes, even within 

Lutheranism.  Out of a desire to not offend, nor to not come across as trying 

to proselytize, one may promote generic Christianity.  But here’s the 

rub.  There’s no such thing as “generic” Christianity.  Go ahead and search 

the Scriptures and you will find neither that wording nor that theology. 

There is Christianity and there is everything else. Within Christianity there 

are differences in beliefs, for sure.  Yet, we hold that the One who is the 

truth, makes the truth known through Holy Scripture and delivers that truth 

through the means of grace. 

 

In the great commission, Jesus charges His Church with the following, “Go 

therefore and make disciples of all nations baptizing them in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to obey all that I 

have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the 

age” (Matthew 28:19-20).  The Church is called not to proclaim generic 

words or ideas or opinions.  Generic Christianity proclaims a generic         

Jesus.  A generic Jesus really doesn’t do anyone much good.  It comes across 

as though what you believe doesn’t really matter, as long as you believe in 

“God” (however you may define that). Rather, we proclaim the truth, the 

way, the life – Jesus Christ and Him crucified for the forgiveness of sins, for 

you. And we proclaim and deliver that grace of God in Christ through the 

means of the Word and the Sacraments.  To not talk about such things is 

unLutheran, indeed unChristian.   
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As Lutherans, we do not shy away from speaking the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but 

the truth.  It may (will) offend others because the Gospel is offensive (1 Corinthians 1:18-25). 

But we are not ashamed of the Christ and of His words in this adulterous and sinful generation 

(Mark 8:38). There is no need to pick a fight. Yet, by the word of the Lord, we cannot, we will 

not, avoid proclaiming the personal and specific Gospel for you. 

 

Pastor Larry Peters put it well, “If Christianity is to offer anything, it has to be a vibrant 

Christianity, replete with conviction and confidence, and strong enough to call us not only to 

repentance but to the obedience of faith.  During our time, we must not surrender the vital 

church of our ancestors to the spiritual and material decadence of the day or the rotting       

foundation of the West will only be hastened toward its final demise.  God will not surrender 

His Church to the gates of hell.  Neither should 

we.” (pastoralmeanderings.blogspot.com/2015/02/the-rotting-foundation-of-europe.html) 

 

~Pastor Shaver  

What a great time! Our Dinner 
club had our first dinner, and 
had a lot of fun. What a great 

way to get to know members of 
the congregation.  

Missing from photo: Linda Smith, Photographer 

http://pastoralmeanderings.blogspot.com/2015/02/the-rotting-foundation-of-europe.html


 

 

The winner of last months quilt was Helen Weber. 

Congratulations!!!  
 

The quilt for March has been returned and is hanging in Luther Hall. 

Tickets for this beautiful quilt are $5.00 each, or 5 for $25.00. The money 

raised from the monthly quilt drawings goes to help our community.  

Thank you for your continual support 
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Thursday, February 19th the quilting group of Zion donated $1000.00 to Lighthouse    
Rescue Mission. This portion of our donations will be going to help the homeless     

Veterans at the Lighthouse Rescue Missions Nampa facility. This is just a fraction of 
what the Quilters of Zion donate during the year. All of this is made possible by 

YOU!! This great out reach is made possible through your gifts. THANK YOU!  
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ATTENTION ALL LADIES:  March 10, 17, 24 & 31 - 
Ladies’ Evening Bible Study -  

“The Stripes That Heal” from Isaiah 53:5 
We will be meeting at Linda Larson’s home at 7pm for this 

four week study by Donna Pyle.  We would invite all 
interested ladies to come join us.  For more information, call 

Linda at 899-3440. 

The Time is NOW . . . to register for the LWML           
Convention.  Join us June 25-28, 2015, in Des Moines, Iowa for 

the LWML Convention.  By fed by God's Word and         
Sacrament.  Be nurtured through worship and fellowship.  Be 

equipped to sow, nourish and reap in the Father’s 
field.  Registration forms and more information can be found 
in the winter issue of the Lutheran Women’s Quarterly and 
online at www.lwml.org.  We can’t wait to see you there!! 

March 5 - Zion Lutheran Church will be supplying and serving a 
beef stew meal for the Lighthouse Mission on N 16th Ave. in 
Nampa. The meal is not only for those who live there, but is 

open to the public. This is a service from our church family to 
the community. We would welcome any youth who would like 
to help serve and any adults who would like to visit with the 

guests at mealtime. Please see Gerry Draper for details.  

Easter Cards are now for sale in Luther Hall 

http://www.lwml.org/
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Mission 

Grant 

 

Lutheran Women’s           

Missionary League assists 

Concordia Gospel Outreach 

in their program, Christian 

Educational Support for 

Children-India, by providing 

a grant to be used in reaching 

the millions of children (and 

their families and             

communities) who are in 

need of the Gospel message. 

Christian educational         

resourced are made available 

to strengthen the Christian 

education offered to the     

children. For more              

information on this and Other 

2013-2015 Mission Grants go 

to www.lwml.org and scroll 

down to “Mission Grants” 
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We are looking for old pictures of 

the original church and of our  
current church, along with pic-

tures of our Pastors from the past.   
If you have any pictures please 

contact Ron Watson, and he will 
reproduce the pictures, then  
return the originals to you.  

Thank you. 



Latin: The Next Step After Phonics 
by Cheryl Lowe  
(edited for length) 
 

Latin in elementary school, after phonics? This may sound like a new and experimental idea, but it’s really an old 
and traditional one.  
 

Key to the English Language 
The most practical reason for Latin study is that it also teaches English. Over half of our English words are really 
Latin words—and it’s not just any half; it’s the difficult half! The common one- or two-syllable words of every day 
speech are English, but the big three- to five-syllable words are usually Latin. These are the words students start 
to see in their reading in science, history, and literature beginning in the third and fourth grade. Do we really pre-
pare students for this transition? 
 

Let’s say Johnny has worked hard, learned phonics, and can read and spell the word father. Is he now prepared 
to decode the meanings of all of the words he will encounter that come from the Latin word for father (pater, pa-
tris)? How will he learn the spelling, pronunciation, and meanings of patriarch, patriarchy, paternal, paternalistic, 
patron, patronize, paternity, patrimony, etc. He will probably learn these words mostly on his own, in a hit or miss 
fashion. Most students never really develop a command of the English language because they are not taught the 
English language in a systematic way after leaving phonics. Many students do not develop the vocabulary nec-
essary to read well in their own language because they have not been given the tools to attack the incredibly 
large number of English words. 
 

The advantage of beginning Latin early is that we give our students the tools to decode these big words just 
when they begin to encounter them, instead of five years later. I have noticed that young students love to learn 
big words even if they don’t know exactly what they mean. I teach them such words as ludicrous (ridiculous, 
silly) which comes from ludus (game). Even though this is a word they may not encounter soon, they seem to 
enjoy saying it. They become comfortable with big words because, after all, most of them come from Latin, and 
they’re not so scary after all. Students begin to see Latin roots in words everywhere and tell their parents about 
the new words they encounter and where they come from. Parents are thrilled, and students develop confi-
dence. They are being given a valuable tool: Latin— the key that opens up the door to the English language. 
Students need this key while they are still young enough to be excited about words and while they are rapidly 
developing vocabulary through their new skill of reading. 
 

Another reason to begin Latin in the early grades is that students at this age still find memorizing an enjoyable 
task, something not usually true of students in high school. Much of the vocabulary and forms of Latin can be 
learned in grades two through six. So Latin is good for vocabulary development. Why not just study 100 Latin 
and Greek roots, and be done with it? It sure seems a lot more efficient and quicker than studying all that gram-
mar, those awful declensions and conjugations that go on forever. 
 

Grammar, Grammar, Grammar 
Obviously 100 root words can’t even compare to learning thousands of words in Latin, nearly all of which seem 
to have English derivatives. But there are more reasons to study Latin than a larger vocabulary and higher SAT 
scores. One is contained in the expression “all that grammar.” All that grammar is exactly what students get in 
Latin that they don’t get in French or Spanish. To really understand the structure of language (and that’s what 
grammar is), students must study a structured language. In Latin, grammar is the organizing principle, rather 
than a vestige, as it is in most modern languages. Students who learn English grammar by comparison and con-
trast with Latin grammar, develop an understanding of language far superior to anything that can be achieved by 
the study of modern languages alone. 
 

Why do we even care about grammar anyway? Most parents I know are really concerned about the poor writing 
skills of their children and feel that an understanding of grammar will help them write with more clarity and preci-
sion. Parents have an uneasy feeling that the muddled writing of their children is evidence of muddled thinking. 
Studying a disciplined, organized language like Latin helps students learn to think in a more disciplined, organ-
ized way. The very nature of the language affects the way students think and write. 
 

Simplify Your Curriculum 
Latin is the mother tongue of Western civilization. Because it has been the language that has transmitted our 
cultural heritage for over 2000 years, it pulls together language arts, history, geography, culture, art, architecture, 
music, values, religion, government, science, math. Everything in the modern world seems to be related to Latin 
and the ancient and medieval cultures that spoke it. By examining the roots of our culture in its mother language, 
knowledge begins to integrate naturally. 
 
The best way to put it is this: Latin is a unit study where the work is done for you. Latin is the Basic Subject be-
cause it is the Basic Language, and the way to really get back to the basics is to study Latin.  
 
         Submitted by Head Master Rippy 





IT IS TIME AGAIN to register you children for summer camp at Camp Perkins. The Paul Hanssen  
Memorial for Camp Perkins Financial Assistance has been set up to assist  children who are from 
Zion Church families who need assistance with the Summer camp costs at Camp Perkins. The     
deadline is March 8ht for the Paul Hanssen Memorial scholarship forms to be turned in to the church 
office. Forms can be faxed, e-mailed or picked up from the church office. If you have any questions 
call LeAnn at 466-6746.  



1st  9:15 am Adult Bible Class & Children’s Sunday School 
  10:30 am Sunday Service with Holy Communion  
2nd  1:30 pm Bible Class at Lee Trask’s 
3rd  7:00 pm Elders Meeting in Luther Hall 
4th  11:00 am Fellowship Bible Study and Pot-luck in Luther Hall  
  5:30 pm Lenten Dinner, hosted by Zion Daycare  
  7:00 pm Lenten Service 
5th  9:00 am Quilting in Luther Hall 
  LWML Serving meal at Lighthouse mission in Nampa 

8th   DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME BEGINS!!! 

  9:15 am Adult Bible Class & Children’s Sunday School 
  10:30 am Sunday Service  
9th  1:30 pm Bible Class at Lee Trask’s 
10th  9:00 am WINKEL at Zion 
  7:00 pm Ladies Bible Study at Linda Larson’s 
  7:00 pm Ministry Council Meeting in Luther Hall 
11th  5:30 pm Lenten Dinner, hosted by Zion School’s PTF 
  7:00 pm Lenten Service 
12th  9:00 am Quilting in Luther Hall 
14th  9:30 am LWML meeting in Luther Hall 
15th  9:15 am Adult Bible Class & Children’s Sunday School 
  10:30 am Sunday Service with Holy Communion  
16th   1:30 pm Bible Class at Lee Trask’s 
17th  7:00 pm Ladies Bible Study at Linda Larson’s 
  7:00 pm Men’s Bible Study in Luther Hall 
18th  11:00 am Fellowship Bible Study and Pot-luck in Luther Hall  
  5:30 pm Lenten Dinner, hosted Zion’s Quilters 
  7:00 pm Lenten Service 
19th  9:00 am Quilting in Luther Hall  
22nd  9:15 am Adult Bible Class & Children’s Sunday School 
  10:30 am Sunday Service  
23rd  1:30 pm Bible Class at Lee Trask’s 
24th  7:00 pm Ladies Bible Study at Linda Larson’s 
25th  5:30 pm Lenten Dinner, hosted Zion’s Elders 
  7:00 pm Lenten Service 
26th  9:00 am Quilting  
28th  10:00 am Clean Up Day at Zion Church 
29th   Palm Sunday 
  9:15 am Adult Bible Class & Children’s Sunday School 
  10:30 am Sunday Service with Holy Communion  
30th  1:30 pm Bible Study at Lee Trask’s 
31st  7:00 pm Ladies Bible Study at Linda Larson’s 





 At Zion School 

 At Zion School after 7:00 am 
Service. 

 At Zion Church 

 At Zion Church after the 
10 :30 am Service 


