
  

The Wounds of Christ Give Us Life 
“For there are three that testify: the Spirit and the water and the blood” (1 John 5:7). These three point 
to Christ and flow from Christ. Jesus shows His disciples His hands side, from which blood and water 
flowed, saying “Peace be with you.” He presents the wounds which turn our fear to gladness and 
which restore us to the Father. Jesus breathes on His disciples and says, “Receive the Holy Spirit” (John 
20:23). His breath, His words are Spirit and life. They raise up our dry, dead bones and give us new 
and everlasting life (Ezek. 37:1–14). Christ now gives His ministers to speak His forgiving, Spirit-filled 
words to the penitent in His stead. Our Lord continues to come to His people, presenting His wounds 
to us in the Sacraments of water and blood. He bids us to touch His side at His table, to receive His 
risen body and blood in true faith, that believing we may have life in His name. 

April 19, 2020 

Confession and Absolution 
 

Hymn of Invocation: O Sons and Daughters of the King LSB 470 sts 1-4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Text and tune: Public domain  

Prayer of Preparation 
Almighty God, through the 
resurrection of Your Son You have 
secured peace for our troubled 
consciences.  Grant us this peace 
evermore that trusting in the merit 
of Your Son we may come at last 
to the perfect peace of heaven; 
through the same Jesus Christ, 
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. Amen. 

Second Sunday 
Of 

Easter 
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The sign of the cross may be made by all 
in remembrance of their Baptism. 

Invocation LSB 151; Matthew 28:19b 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

Exhortation LSB 151; 1 John 1:8–9 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us 

from all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 
Confession of Sins LSB 151 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned 

against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 
undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 
Declaration of Grace LSB 151; John 1:12; Philippians 1:6 

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His sake God forgives us all 
our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ He gives the power to become the children of God and 
bestows on them the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it to 
completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

C Amen. 

Service of the Word 
Introit Psalm 81:1, 7a, 10, 16b; antiphon; 1 Peter 2:2a 

 
 
 
 
 
P

 
Like newborn infants, Alle- | luia,* 

long for the pure spiritual milk [of the Word.] Alle- | luia. 
C Sing aloud to | God our strength;* 

shout for joy to the God of | Jacob! 
P In distress you called, and I de- | livered you;* 

I answered you in the secret place of | thunder. 
C I am the | Lord your God,* 

who brought you up out of the land of | Egypt. 
P Open your mouth wide, and I will | fill it;* 

and with honey from the rock I would sat- | isfy you.  
C Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
P

 
Like newborn infants, Alle- | luia,* 

long for the pure spiritual milk [of the Word.] Alle- | luia. 
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Kyrie LSB 152; Mark 10:47 
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This is the Feast LSB 155; Revelation 5:12-13; 19:5-9 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Salutation and Collect of the Day LSB 156; 2 Timothy 4:22 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, grant that we who have celebrated the Lord’s resurrection may by Your grace confess 
in our life and conversation that Jesus is Lord and God; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen 
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Old Testament Reading Ezekiel 37:1–14 
1
The hand of the Lord was upon me, and he brought me out in the Spirit of the Lord and set me down 

in the middle of the valley; it was full of bones. 
2
And he led me around among them, and behold, there 

were very many on the surface of the valley, and behold, they were very dry. 
3
And he said to me, “Son of 

man, can these bones live?” And I answered, “O Lord God, you know.” 
4
Then he said to me, “Prophesy over 

these bones, and say to them, O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. 
5
Thus says the Lord God to these 

bones: Behold, I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. 
6
And I will lay sinews upon you, and will 

cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live, and you 
shall know that I am the Lord.” 

7
So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I prophesied, there was a sound, and behold, a rattling, 

and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 
8
And I looked, and behold, there were sinews on them, and 

flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them. But there was no breath in them. 
9
Then he said to 

me, “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to the breath, Thus says the Lord God: Come 
from the four winds, O breath, and breathe on these slain, that they may live.” 

10
So I prophesied as he 

commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived and stood on their feet, an exceedingly 
great army. 

11
Then he said to me, “Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel. Behold, they say, ‘Our 

bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are clean cut off.’ 
12

Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus 
says the Lord God: Behold, I will open your graves and raise you from your graves, O my people. And I will 
bring you into the land of Israel. 

13
And you shall know that I am the Lord, when I open your graves, and 

raise you from your graves, O my people. 
14

And I will put my Spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will 
place you in your own land. Then you shall know that I am the Lord; I have spoken, and I will do it, declares 
the Lord.” 

 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 

Epistle 1 John 5:4–10 
4
For everyone who has been born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has 

overcome the world—our faith. 
5
Who is it that overcomes the world except the one who believes that Jesus 

is the Son of God? 
6
This is he who came by water and blood—Jesus Christ; not by the water only but by the water and the 

blood. And the Spirit is the one who testifies, because the Spirit is the truth. 
7
For there are three that testify: 

8
the Spirit and the water and the blood; and these three agree. 

9
If we receive the testimony of men, the 

testimony of God is greater, for this is the testimony of God that he has borne concerning his Son. 
10

Whoever believes in the Son of God has the testimony in himself. Whoever does not believe God has 
made him a liar, because he has not believed in the testimony that God has borne concerning his Son. 
 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 

Alleluia and Verse LSB 156; John 6:68 

 

 
 

Holy Gospel John 20:19-31 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twentieth chapter. 
 
 
 
 



6 

19
On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being locked where the disciples 

were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 
20

When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples were glad when they 
saw the Lord. 

21
Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I am 

sending you.” 
22

And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy 
Spirit. 

23
If you forgive the sins of anyone, they are forgiven; if you withhold forgiveness from anyone, it is 

withheld.” 
24

Now Thomas, one of the Twelve, called the Twin, was not with them when Jesus came. 
25

So the 
other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see in his hands the mark 
of the nails, and place my finger into the mark of the nails, and place my hand into his side, I will never 
believe.” 

26
Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors 

were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 
27

Then he said to Thomas, 
“Put your finger here, and see my hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my side. Do not 
disbelieve, but believe.” 

28
Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 

29
Jesus said to him, “Have you 

believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.” 
30

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book; 
31

but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by 
believing you may have life in his name. 
 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hymn of the Day: O Sons and Daughters of the King LSB 470 sts 5-9 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Text and tune: Public domain 

Sermon 
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Apostles’ Creed LSB 159 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
Prayer of the Church [1 Timothy 2:1-4] 

P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs. 
 

Brief silence 
Almighty God, You brought us up out of the Egypt of hell and into the Zion of Christ’s Church through 
the Red Sea of the baptismal font. Fill us with Your Holy Spirit, that as we continue to wend our way 
through the wilderness of this sinful world, we would long for the pure spiritual milk of Your Word and 
receive the sustenance we need, until we are brought to the Promised Land of the life of the world to 
come. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 
P Gracious God, Your Son appeared to His disciples in His resurrected flesh to ordain them and to send 

them out into the world, that repentance and the forgiveness of sins would be proclaimed in His name. 
Continue to raise up for us faithful men to serve in the Office of the Holy Ministry, and bless their 
service among Your people who, with St. Thomas, confess Jesus as their Lord and God. Lord, in Your 
mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 
P Loving God, You sent Your Son to proclaim liberty to the captive, and You delivered the apostles from 

imprisonment according to Your will. Remember those who are imprisoned or held captive, whether 
justly or unjustly. Deliver them according to Your wisdom and mercy, and grant that they might hear 
Your Word and rejoice with penitent hearts that they are set free from sin, death and the devil. Lord, in 
Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
P Merciful God, remember those who have wandered from the household of faith. Faithful to Your 

promises, work all things in their lives to remind them of their need for Your unending grace and 
steadfast love, that they might return to the faith and rejoice in Your Son who has died and is risen for 
them. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 
P Almighty God, You appoint rulers and officials for the sake of order and peace. Bless those whom You 

have placed in authority over us at the federal, state and local levels. Give to them the desire to serve 
with integrity and honor, and to work for the benefit of all. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
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P Gracious God, look with mercy upon all who suffer in this vale of tears [especially _____________]. 
Provide them with loving and compassionate care, and comfort them with the reminder that everyone 
who has been born of God overcomes the world, and that, believing that Jesus is the Christ, they have 
life in His name. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 
P Loving God, as Your risen Son visited His disciples on the eighth day of the resurrection, so He visits us 

here in His Holy Church when we are gathered together in His name. Bless those who come to receive 
Him at the holy altar this day. Open their mouths, that they would be filled with the sweet honey of 
Christ’s body and blood for the forgiveness of their sins. Preserve them in the faith, that they might, 
together with all the saints who have gone before them, be raised to live forever in Christ’s kingdom, 
which has no end. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 
P Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy; through faith in 

Christ Jesus. 
C Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer Inside back cover; Matthew 6:9-13 
P Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Concluding Collect 
P Let us pray. 

Merciful God, we humbly implore You to cast the bright beams of Your light upon Your Church that 
we, being instructed by the doctrine of the blessed apostles, may walk in the light of Your truth and 
finally attain to the light of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

 
 
 
 
Benediction LSB 166; Numbers 6:24–26 
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Hymn to Depart: Christ the Lord Is Risen Today LSB 469 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tune and text: Public domain 
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Announcements 
THIS BEAUTIFUL QUILT is to benefit Zion’s Youth. The incredible colors of this quilt bring all of God’s 
beauty to mind. Whether it’s a sunrise, sunset or a mountain meadow, it’s all there in the colors. This quilt 
was made by our very own Burnette Ronfeld. Tickets will be available at $5 each until the drawing on May 
31tst. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

“A SKELETON IN GOD’S CLOSET” by Paul L. Meyer is a "what if" book that takes the 
reader on a difficult journey, all the while feeling assured that all will end well because the 
writer is a Christian. If you find archeology and the Holy Land fascinating, this is a great 
novel to enjoy. 
 
 

6 Hail the Lord of earth and heav’n! 
Praise to Thee by both be giv’n! 
Thee we greet triumphant now: 
Hail, the resurrection, Thou! 

5 Soar we now where Christ has led; 
Foll’wing our exalted Head. 
Made like Him, like Him we rise; 
Ours the cross, the grave, the skies. 

MONTH 
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Front  Cloe Up 

Back Close Up 
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Life Has Changed ... 
 
by Rev. Jeff Duncan, Mission & Ministry Director 
 
Life as we know it has changed! The novel coronavirus (SARS-CoV-2), the cause of the disease COVID-
19, has our lives in confusion, hysteria, and despair. Or does it?  
 
The devil rejoices when Christians are separated from the gifts of God in Word and Sacrament. Governing 
authorities take precautions. The public welfare is considered, and policies are dictated. In Nebraska, the 
directive limits gathering in public events to 10 or fewer souls. How is the Church—your local church—
going to continue? The norm of our weekly worship life is disrupted. Fear and uncertainty abound. Clergy, 
boards of elders, and church councils are sent scrambling for quick decisions. Strategies are discussed, 
alternatives are weighed, and announcements are published. The Word of the Lord shall endure! 
 
In reality, life as we know it has not changed at all! 
 
From the sin of Adam and Eve came the entrance of death into the Garden. For a time, it appeared the 
Serpent had won. Out of the despair of falling into sin and judgment came a promise. 
 
“I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and her offspring; he 
shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel” (Genesis 3:15). 
 
God Himself has delivered on this promise. Salvation has come in a Son, conceived of the Holy Spirit and 
born of the Virgin Mary. 
 
“But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the 
law,

 
to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons” (Galatians 

4:4-5). 
 
Now we have received the gift of adoption into His Life at the cross of our redemption. Sins are forgiven as 
the Lord suffered the full wrath of the Father’s judgment, drinking it down to the dregs. Dying, He lives! 
Resurrected to new life, He redeems us from sin, death, and the power of the devil. Raised in glory to the 
right hand of God, He bestows the power to become sons of the Father in our Baptisms. 

Lutherans 
For Life 

Equipping Lutherans to be  
Gospel-motivated voices For Life 

Stewardship Bite “On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being 

locked where the disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and 
said to them, ‘Peace be with you.’ ” 
            John 20:19 
Jesus spends a lot of His time telling the disciples to not be afraid. Our fears constantly hem us in and 
prevent us from following the Lord’s will. But there is no need to fear. Jesus has conquered. No fear can 
keep us locked up. We have been set free by Jesus for lives that declare His marvelous deeds. 
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“Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his 
death? We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was 
raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life. For if we have 
been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection like 
his” (Romans 6:3-5). 
 
This is the life that we continue to live today, despite the struggles and tribulations that life in a sin-filled 
world continues throwing at us daily. 
 

Though devils all the world should fill, all eager to devour us, 
We tremble not, we fear no ill; They shall not over-pow’r us. 

This world’s prince may still Scowl fierce as he will, He can harm us none. 
He’s judged; the deed is done; One little word can fell him.” 

(LSB 656, “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”, vs. 3) 
Life, salvation, redemption, forgiveness, restoration, justification, sanctification, heaven—all little words that 
fell the devil. The greatest is “Jesus”! For He will save His people from their sins! This is the promise given 
so long ago and delivered to all believers. At the sound of Jesus’ voice calling us from the grave, we shall 
rise to the newness of life—created, redeemed, and called by God to be with Him forever in His heavenly 
reward. 
 
Precautions and careful actions are indeed warranted. As Christians, we seek to serve our Lord by caring 
for the least of these. First, we care for our brothers and sisters in Christ. Then, we care by reaching out 
with Christ’s love and forgiveness to the world that awaits to hear His Word and believe. SARS-CoV-2 and 
the COVID-19 disease are serious. But life as we know it has not changed. It is still found only in the One 
Who gives us life—our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
For a time, prudent measures call us out of the comfort of our regular routine. A large Sunday Bible class 
followed by vibrant, choir-filled voices of worship and orderly procession to the Lord’s Supper may be cur-
tailed momentarily. A temporary refrain indeed, but life goes on! The Word endures in your reading and 
family devotions. Your Baptism remains God’s gracious gift of adoption, never fading as you cling to the 
promises God spoke over you in His name. 
 
Most likely, your pastor, the board of elders, the church council, as well as all your leadership and mission 
groups covet your prayers and continuing support. Remember the tithes and offerings. Even as you may 
not regularly attend due to required compliance with community guidelines and restrictions, the cost of 
maintaining buildings and supporting your shepherd(s) do not change. Ministries like Lutherans For Life will 
continue providing their service, even as conferences and workshops are being canceled or postponed. Is 
it time to renew an annual membership that has possibly lapsed in ongoing support of the great work LFL 
remains vigilant to complete? 
 
Your neighbor needs not only your prayers, but maybe your help too. Look for ways to safely deliver gro-
ceries or medicines. Or is it possible to do light-duty cleaning or laundry for your elderly members? A call 
for conversation, a card of remembrance and prayer, an offer to drive them to a doctor’s appointment if 
needed—these are all ways to look after those vulnerable to this virus and disease. Look for ways you can 
share to be a brother or a sister in Christ in these trying times. 
 
Jesus said, “I have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace. In the world you will 
have tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the world” (John 16:33). Sin continues to disrupt, and 
the effects of the fallen world continue to cause suffering. The devil continues to tempt us away from faith 
and trust in the work of God as we see this turmoil increasing. And Christ Jesus continues to deliver His 
followers out of all this world’s doom, gloom, and disease! Life—as we know it in Jesus—has not changed! 
Take heart, dear Christians! In Jesus there remains a peace beyond any worldly understanding. He has 
already overcome it all, for YOU 
 
May you remain strong and healthy in Christ Who sustains your peace, now and forever! 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001zI80YuInOg9Myz02IIHO_SicMYEBys38yvKpsZK-NydiUYL-beDWGPmq-JsWgXnwA3Dt4ZYc4Xx7KUlwYs9FqXKbWz9XgZ06w3UhCTgEdp_h7z93QZfP6pDq-tyGeou8dXr1P9liySbb8wsoSrlvHTyT1w3JW9xgWAMrQoQv8kBZlR0oTPD_9hwLqfNKwswjYqDJwtptt7sbN6MOIh8YHxZjmxdbQQD6BdzK
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001zI80YuInOg9Myz02IIHO_SicMYEBys38yvKpsZK-NydiUYL-beDWGPmq-JsWgXnwA3Dt4ZYc4Xx7KUlwYs9FqXKbWz9XgZ06w3UhCTgEdp_h7z93QZfP6pDq-tyGeou8dXr1P9liySbb8wsoSrlvHTyT1w3JW9xgWAMrQoQv8kBZlR0oTPD_9hwLqfNKwswjYqDJwtptt7sbN6MOIh8YHxZjmxdbQQD6BdzK
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001zI80YuInOg9Myz02IIHO_SicMYEBys38yvKpsZK-NydiUYL-beDWGPmq-JsWgXnwA3Dt4ZYc4Xx7KUlwYs9FqXKbWz9XgZ06w3UhCTgEdp_h7z93QZfP6pDq-tyGeou8dXr1P9liySbb8wsoSrlvHTyT1w3JW9xgWAMrQoQv8kBZlR0oTPD_9hwLqfNKwswjYqDJwtptt7sbN6MOIh8YHxZjmxdbQQD6BdzK

