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Trumpet Newsletter of Zion Lutheran Church, Iowa City June/July 2016 

Traveling this Summer? Stay Engaged 

with Zion 
Connect Online 

Bring Zion with you this summer on your travels by adding us on Facebook  and listening 
to the sermon online.  
 

God-Sightings: Be on the Look-Out! 
You can also bring a part of your vacation back to Zion!  Let us know if you have a special 
“God –sighting” while you are away...send us a photo or a story, telling us about your 
sighting (office@zionlutheran-ic.org).  Also, if you go to church while you’re away, bring 
us back the bulletin.  The Zion staff loves to hear how God is working in other churches 
around the world.   
 

Take Flat Jesus with You on Vacation 

Jesus doesn’t have to stay behind when you go on your summer adventures! He can ac-
company you wherever your days take you…camp, car wash, family picnic, the beach, the 
zoo, Lambo. Flat Jesus is a paper figure you can cut out and color.  Download a copy from 
our website or you can pick one up at Zion. Take Flat Jesus with you on your summer 
outings, then take a photo of Him with you and send it to Zion (office@zionlutheran-
ic.org) or tag Zioniowacity on Instagram using the hashtag #zionicjesus so we can see 
where Jesus travels this summer!  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Flat Jesus visits the Zion Nave.  With his 
smile and clothes, he spreads peace 
wherever he goes! 

Flat Jesus visits Alaska on a family vacation. 

https://www.facebook.com/zioniowacity/
https://zionlutheranic.360unite.com/sermons
mailto:office@zionlutheran-ic.org?subject=God-Sighting
https://unite-production.s3.amazonaws.com/tenants/zionlutheranic/attachments/71914/Zion_Flat_Jesus.pdf
https://unite-production.s3.amazonaws.com/tenants/zionlutheranic/attachments/71914/Zion_Flat_Jesus.pdf
mailto:office@zionlutheran-ic.org?subject=Flat%20Jesus%20Photo%20Entry
mailto:office@zionlutheran-ic.org?subject=Flat%20Jesus%20Photo%20Entry


Summer Worship Times 

June, July and August 

Saturday: 5:15 p.m. 

Sunday: 8:15 a.m. & 10:00 a.m. 



From the Corner  
 

"Be on the Lookout" 

After Wartburg Seminary's graduation the drive back from Dubuque at dusk was lovely.  The route took us 
through the Maquoketa, Wapsipinicon and Cedar river valleys.  Farmers were planting; barn lights were just 
coming on.  I was on the lookout for spring deer so our journey wasn't interrupted. (We did see one well in 
advance just beyond Fillmore Golf Course.)   

Spring is a season to be on the lookout: morels appear in ancient, elm forests; fireflies show themselves in 
wooded areas; bird nests get noisy with the hatch; crappie and blue gill get more difficult to catch.  Softball, 
baseball, tennis and golf get attention; radio control airplanes and skydivers take to the air.  Vegetable gardens 
sprout; farmers' markets bring produce to our attention and our neighbors too. 

When young Samuel was serving with aged Eli at the Temple.  Eli's eyesight had begun to fail: he was missing a 
lot of what was happening around him (lots of it not so good).  Further, "the word of the LORD was rare in 
those days; visions were not widespread." (1Sa 3:1)   

Eli was a priest at the Temple (The Temple!).  Of course visions were not wide spread: the priest couldn't see.  
Likely truth is that no one was on the lookout for visions.  The other sad truth is that the word of the LORD was 
rare in those days because the priest (Eli) wasn't announcing it.  But Samuel was awake and "the lamp of God 
had not yet gone out" (1Sa 3:3a).  Young Samuel was on the lookout. 

These days of summer, when you are traveling, resting, visiting, gardening, playing, renewing, celebrating; be 
on the lookout.  Be on the lookout for visions: look for God active in the world through God's people.  Might be 
a custodian, an elected person, a coach, a kid, a shortstop, a caddie, a grandma or an uncle bringing the light 
of God in Jesus Christ to light (to life). 

Be on the lookout for the word of the LORD.  On the lookout for people talking the freedom and truth of Jesus 
Christ who is risen from the dead.  Be on the lookout (listening) for the hospitality of a stranger, generosity of 
the poor, and helpful conversation from candidates.  Be on the lookout for the simplicity of the good news: 
grace, affirmation, encouragement, and invitation in the likely and rarest of places. 

Being on the lookout is a means to watch what God is doing.  These God-sightings enrich our lives, inform our 
prayers and strengthen our witness. 

My confidence is that God's Word is frequent in our days and visions are widespread, especially when we're on 
the lookout. 

Drawn to the light of God, 

 
 

 
In the name of Jesus. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Two years ago in June I sent a letter out to the congregation explaining our need to start a Stephen Ministry 
program at Zion.  I likened our need for this caring ministry to fire-fighting.  The pastors are the firefighters that 
rush in when the building has burst into flames and try to put it out.  Other caring ministries in our congrega-
tion also help initially with food, visits, and reaching out with support.  But inevitably another fire erupts and 
the pastors and these caring ministries turn our focus away to the next emerging need.  This is where Stephen 
Ministers step in.  They come in the aftermath to listen and care, to walk alongside people in the difficult work 
of grieving what was lost and waiting for God to bring healing.  Much has happened between my sharing this 
vision of Stephen Ministry two years ago and where we are now.   
 
Two classes have completed the fifty hours of training with twelve Stephen Ministers currently serving Zion and 
our local community.  To date, eleven individuals have been accompanied on the road of healing by a Stephen 
Minister meeting with them weekly to listen, care, and pray.  Our Stephen Ministers faithfully attend supervi-
sion and continuing education twice a month during the school year and periodically over the summer.   
 
The joy for me in watching this ministry develop has been two-fold.  I have witnessed these Stephen Ministers 
be the presence of Christ to their care receivers.  I have watched as Christ has brought healing and hope to 
hurting people in very dark places.  Their Stephen Ministers have not given them quick-fix answers to their is-
sues.  Instead they have joined them in their sorrow and offered strength and trust in God as they wait for the 
light to come.   
 
And secondly, I have had the joy of seeing these Stephen Ministers grow more confident in their own faith.  It is 
a powerful and humbling discovery when you realize that God has worked through you to bring comfort and 
love to someone else.  I believe that many of our Stephen Ministers have been blown away by this realization.  
As the Stephen Ministers have entrusted their care receivers to God and seen God at work in their situations, 
they, in turn, have begun to trust God more fully with their own lives.  Those initially unsure of their ability to 
pray have developed a fuller prayer life.  The listening skills they learned in their training also have come in 
handy with listening and caring for family and friends.  In their giving of themselves in this ministry, they are 
developing a richer relationship with their Lord. 
 
For me, this is a chance to see church at its best, the people of God empowered to share their gifts and love 
with those who need it the most.  The only difficulty with this is that, due to the confidential and behind-the-
scenes nature of this ministry, many of you do not get to see what God is doing to bring healing to so many.  
There is one thing I would ask of you as the Zion community.  Please be on the lookout for those in your neigh-
borhood, at work, or here at church who are struggling.  The pastors and other wonderful caregivers may have 
been there already to put out the flames in a crisis, but more care may still be needed.  If you or someone you 
know is hurting, please contact me.  A Stephen Minister may be exactly what that person needs and if not, I can 
assist them in finding other help. 
 
 
Pastor Lutz 
 
 

The Present Moment 



Pentecost is often called the birthday of the church.  In that rush of a mighty wind, the tongues of flame, and 
the babbling in tongues we see the moment when everything Jesus had taught and lived was set loose on the 
world.  But what does this moment say about what the church is? 
 
Most folks these days would say the church is a building, a place.  Others might modify it to say it is the place 
and those people who gather there.  Either way, the sense is that church is a destination.  It can be nailed 
down, pointed to, it is static. 
 
But this is not what we see at Pentecost.  Sure, the disciples are gathered together in one house on that day, 
but when the Spirit comes it makes its presence known in proclamation.  A speaking in a language that each 
can hear.  When they ask questions about this babble, about what they are hearing, Peter tells them the Good 
News of God in Jesus Christ.  And the Spirit works, drawing three thousand people into the fellowship of the 
church that day.    
 
This assembly of believers who have received the Holy Spirit gathers around Word and Meal, but they also care 
for widows and orphans, they are in the world each day sharing all that Jesus has taught them.  The story of 
Acts, of the early church, is one of movement and activity.  It is about constantly going out into the world to 
proclaim the Gospel. 
 

This is what church is.  An assembly that is in constant motion; gathering around the Word and the Meal and 
going into the world.  The church is the people of God who have the good will of all people, who are consistent 
in their bearing witness to who Jesus is and what God has done in their lives, who are always moving out from 
that assembly of believers.  The church is a verb, an activity.  It is movement and motion because it is embodied 
in each of us believers as well as when we are all gathered together.   
 
As we move into this summertime of vacations and travel, I would invite you to ponder the ways in which you 
are the church on the go: How you witness to others about the good news of God in Jesus Christ through word 
and deed, how you care for your neighbors, how you live in response to the great love God has shown you.  
Feel free to share those ponderings with myself, Pastor Pries, or Pastor Lutz… we’d love to hear them. 
 
 
God’s Blessings, 

Vicar Brian 

Vicar’s View 



From the Faith Questions Blog 

On April 3, Doubting Thomas Sunday, Vicar Brian encouraged the assembly to ask their faith questions.  Re-
sponses to those questions have been appearing on our Word Press Blog and will appear occasionally in these 
pages as well.   
 
Q.  How do we know if Martin Luther was right? 

 

R. The short answer is, we don’t.  There is an old joke that tells of a Lutheran scholar who dies and goes to hell.  
While there he sees Martin Luther and says, “Brother Martin, what are you doing here?”  Luther responds with 
a shrug, “It was works!”  All that to say, Luther could be wrong about how God acts in the world. 
 

 Now, let me tell you why I hang with the Lutherans.  I hang with the Lutherans because we proclaim that our 
confessions are a valid interpretation of the Gospel, not the valid interpretation of the Gospel.  We leave open 
the fact that we can learn about God and the Gospel from other interpretations.  Also, our theology and basic 
understanding of God and how God works is very similar to most other Christian denominations, so we express 
ourselves as Christians who happen to be Lutheran. 
 

I hang with the Lutherans because our theology best describes the reality that I have experienced in the world.  
I know there are times when I need to hear the Law, to be hemmed in by rules and faced with my own sin.  
There are also times where I need the Gospel, the pure grace of God, when I feel lower than a worm. 
 

I hang with the Lutherans because I know that this is a both/and world not an either/or world.  I know that 
people are both saint/sinner and very rarely all one or the other.  I know that things are complicated and nu-
anced and our theology can handle that. 
 

I hang with the Lutherans, because it acknowledges that God is ultimately the one in charge and that takes a lot 
of pressure off of me.  I don’t have to worry about me and my salvation or you and your salvation.  What I get 
to do is live out my faith, proclaim the good news of God in Jesus Christ through word and deed, and let the 
Holy Spirit take care of the rest. 
 

So, Luther could be wrong, and if so I trust that God will be gracious and forgive me.  Until then, I’ll hang with 

the Lutherans.  I hope you do too! 

 

God’s Blessings, 

 

Vicar Brian 

From the Faith Questions Blog 

https://faithquestionsblog.wordpress.com/


 

 

 

 

Message from the 
Council 
Randy Willman, Council President 

Zion council continues to move forward with our  
mission for 2016. Highlights of the May 10 council 
meeting include: (1) Discussion of the process audit 
being conducted and the good progress to date. (2) 
Pastor’s/staff reports as we transition through the 
completion of confirmation and Sunday school to  
vacation bible school and family events scheduled this 
summer. (3) Discussion of the thorough Property 
Committee report, including tasks that remain to be 
completed on the EZE project. (4) Continued discus-
sion regarding  updating the Strategic Plan and a  
committee for 500th anniversary of the Reformation. 
(5) Comments from  attendees at Synod Assembly 
that the speakers and worship sessions were particu-
larly moving.  A special thanks to Pastor Lutz for  
leading worship Saturday morning and for Zion Brass 
playing at the Friday evening worship service.  

 
 

Greetings from  

Jennifer Harden 

Hello, Zion community! I look forward to applying  
several years of administrative experience in my role 
as Community Relations Coordinator at Zion (formerly 
the receptionist position).  
 
I’ve lived in the Eastern Iowa corridor my whole life 
and currently reside in Solon with my husband and 
two children.  

I’m happy to be here, please stop in or send a note to 
say hello (jennifer@zionlutheran-ic.org). 

Congregational Happenings 

June/July Membership Updates 

 

 Birthdays 

 Bryce Cunningham (6/21); June Mueller (6/19); 
Bethine Nelson (6/11) 

 
Alvin Albertus (7/17); Mary Anne Conrad (7/17); 
Robert Foster (7/10); Martha Schemmel (7/17); 

Mary Seydel (7/17) 
 
 

Baptisms in June & July 

Emmett James Herbold;  
parents are Nick and Katy Herbold 

 
Emery Elizabeth Campbell; 

parents are Patrick and Ashley Campbell 
 

Lillian Audrey Malatesta; 
Parents are Nick and Jaime Maltesta 

 
Ann-Marie Nelson; 

Parents are Joe and Annalise Nelson 
 

Deaths 

Monica Teninty (05/08) 
 

Treasurer’s Report 

Warren Boe, Council Treasurer 

I will report on the financial status of Zion. First of 
all, the table below shows the income and  
expense for April and for the first 4 months of the 
year. 

As you can see our Year to date income is over 
$15,000 more than last year, but our expendi-
tures greater as well. Hopefully, we will be able 
to bring those two items into balance as we start 
through the summer. We are also in the process 
of completing a process audit of our accounting 
system. I will provide a more detailed report on 
the results of that at a later time. We are learning 
how to more fully utilize our accounting system 
and insure that the reporting system is accurate. 

  April 
Income 

April  
Expense 

YTD  
Income 

YTD  
Expense 

2016 $67,329 $71,408 $285,536 $309,466 

2015 $77,791 $72,253 $269,723 $281,524 

mailto:jennifer@zionlutheran-ic.org?subject=Hello!


Summer Music-We Need Talent! 

We always look forward to our “special” summer music! If you play or sing and would like to provide music for 
a specific Sunday during the summer months please sign up on the Summer Music Sheet on the Volunteer  
bulletin board in the main hall at Zion. College kids home for the summer, vocal or instrumental solos and  
ensembles all add musical variety to our summer worship. Check your schedules and share your musical talents 
with us.  
 

Thank You to All Zion’s Musicians! 
Another busy musical year has come to a close. There are never enough ways to thank you or show how much 
each of you means to us. We are so thankful for your musical stewardship at Zion. You have worked hard dur-
ing our many hours of rehearsals. You have enhanced our Sunday worship services, you have touched hearts at 
our special services and in all your music God was glorified.  

And so, we extend our gratitude and appreciation to all our choirs: Cherub Choir, Junior Choir, Choristers, High 
School Choir, Senior Choir, Kleiner Chor, Prime Chimers, Zion Bell Choir, The Zion Brass, and everyone who 
shared in our musical ministry, including all our wonderful vocal and instrumental soloists. We are so blessed. 

We rely so much on our accompanists:  Marlys Boote, Melanie Sigafoose and Anne Schularick. They are such an 
important part of our rehearsals and we value their expertise! 

Enjoy God’s beautiful creation as you rest and renew this summer and we will look forward to our musical 
times together in the fall. 

Bob and Rosalie Moninger 
Christy Curry Hoyland 
Joe Scheivert 
Charles Bogh 
 
 

Fall Planning-Junior Choir & Choristers 
When planning fall schedules please remember the Junior Choir and Choristers will start rehearsals on Wednes-
day, August 31, 6:00-6:45 p.m. 
 
 

Update from Chapel Team 
Over the last two months this group has been looking at converting the Spirit Center on the lower level into a 
place for prayer and worship.  While it would primarily be used as a chapel and room for prayer groups, its  
furnishings would still allow it to be used on Sunday mornings for a classroom and opening music time for the 
children.  The team currently is working on design elements and consulting with liturgical artists who help  
congregations create sacred spaces.  Over the summer, look for renderings of the chapel and further infor-
mation on this project through the Piccolo, the website, and e-news.  Also feel free to contact any members of 
the chapel team: David Gosse, Linda Barrow, Andrea Kout, Louise Kruse, Judy Sutherland, Barbara Gamb, Pam 
Cantrell, Pastor Lutz. 

Worship Happenings 



JUNE 2016 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 
8:30a Shalom 
9:45a Staff Meeting 
 

2 
11:00a Communion 
@ Briarwood 
3:00p Communion@ 
Oaknoll 
 
 

3 
 
5:00p Wedding 
Rehearsal 

4 
 
3:00p Jensen/
Penick Wedding 
 
5:15p Worship 

5 
8:15a & 10:00a 
Worship 
9:30a Fellowship 
 

6  
 
7:00p Prayer Group 

7 
6:30a Men’s Bible Study 
 
5:30p Men’s Ministry 
Team 
6:00p Mental Health 
Team 
7:00p Global Missions 
Team 
 
 

8 
8:30a Shalom 
9:45a Staff Meeting 
 

9 
 
 
 
 

10 

 

11  

8:00a Men’s  
Ministry Breakfast 
 
5:15p Worship 
 

12  
8:15a & 10:00a 
Worship 
8:15a HS Recognition 
9:30a Fellowship 
9:30a Adult Learning 
 
 
6:00p  HS Youth Group 

13 

 
9:30a SAHM’s Group 
11:00a Free Lunch 
 
7:00p Stephen  
Ministry 
 

 

14  
6:30a Men’s Bible Study 
10:00a Prayer Shawl 
Team 
 
6:30p Council Meeting 
6:30p Journeymen Bible 
Study 

15 
8:30a Shalom 
9:45a Staff Meeting 
  
1:30p Afternoon 
Book Club 
 

16 
 
 
 

17 
 
 
11:30a Prime 
Timers 

18  

 
 
 
5:15p Worship 

19  
8:15a & 10:00a 
Worship 
9:30a Fellowship 
 
4:30p VBS Kook-Aid 
Training & Picnic 
 
 
 
 

20  
 
 
 
11:00a Senior  
Singles 
 
7:00p Stephen  
Ministry Supervision 

21 
 
 
 
6:30a Men’s Bible Study 
9:30a Gather Bible Study 
 
5:00p Property Team 
5:30p Men’s Ministry 
Team 
6:30p Stewardship 
 

22 
 
 
 
8:30a Shalom 
9:45a Staff Meeting 
 
 
 

23  
 

24 
 

25 

 

5:15p Worship 

26 
8:15a & 10:00a 
Worship 
9:30a Fellowship 
 
 
 
 
 

27  
 
9:30a SAHM’s Group 
 

28 
6:30a Men’s Bible Study 
 
6:30p Journeymen Bible 
Study 

29 
8:30a Shalom 
9:45a Staff Meeting 

30   

Vacation Bible School 

Lambo Engagement Team to Africa 

Lambo Engagement Team to Africa 



JULY 2016 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

31 
 
8:15a & 10:00a 
Worship 
 
9:30a Fellowship 

    1 2 
 
 
 
5:15p Worship 

3 
 
8:15a & 10:00a 
Worship 
 
9:30a Fellowship 
 

4  
 
Independence Day 
Offices Closed 

5 
6:30a Men’s Bible Study 
 
5:30p Men’s Ministry 
Team 
6:00p Mental Health 
Team 
7:00p Global Missions 
Team 
 

6 
8:30a Shalom 
9:45a Staff Meeting 
 
1:30p Rostered  
Leaders 
 

7 
 
 
11:00a Communion 
@ Briarwood 
3:00p Communion@ 
Oaknoll 
 
 

8 

 

9  
8:00a Men’s  
Ministry Breakfast 
 
3:00p Hauser/
Hansen Wedding 
3:00p Langenfeld/
Nessler Wedding 
 
5:15p Worship 

10  
 
8:15a & 10:00a 
Worship 
 
9:30a Fellowship 
 
4:00p Free Lunch Prep 

11 

9:30a SAHM’s Group 
11:00a Free Lunch 
 
 
7:00p Stephen  
Ministry 
 

12  
6:30a Men’s Bible Study 
10:00a Prayer Shawl 
Team 
 
6:30p Council Meeting 
6:30p Journeymen Bible 
Study 

13 
8:30a Shalom 
9:45a Staff Meeting 
  
 
 

14 
 
 
 

15 
 
 
11:30a Prime 
Timers 

16  

 
 
5:15p Worship 

17  
 
8:15a & 10:00a 
Worship 
 
9:30a Fellowship 
 
 
 
 

18  
 
 
 
11:30a Senior  
Singles 
 
7:00p Stephen  
Ministry Supervision 

19 
 
 
 
6:30a Men’s Bible Study 
9:30a Gather Bible Study 
 
5:00p Property Team 
5:30p Men’s Ministry 
Team 
6:30p Stewardship 
 

20 
 
 
 
8:30a Shalom 
9:45a Staff Meeting 
 
1:30p Afternoon 
Book Club 
 
 
 

21  
 

22 
 

23 

 

5:15p Worship 

24 
 
8:15a & 10:00a 
Worship 
 
9:30a Fellowship 
 
 
 
 
 

25  
 
9:30a SAHM’s Group 
 

26 
6:30a Men’s Bible Study 
 
6:30p Journeymen Bible 
Study 

27 
8:30a Shalom 
9:45a Staff Meeting 

28 29 30 

5:15p Worship 

Lambo Engagement Team to Africa 

Lambo Engagement  

Team to Africa 

EWALU Family Retreat  

EWALU 

Confirmation Camp 



Worship Highlights for June/July 2016 
 

3rd Sunday after Pentecost – June 5  
 Saturday 5:15 p.m., Sunday 8:15 a.m. & 10:00 a.m. 

 Baptism of Emmett James Herbold & Emery Elizabeth Campbell (10:00 worship) 

 

4th Sunday after Pentecost – June 12 
 Saturday 5:15 pm, Sunday 8:15 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.  

 

5th Sunday after Pentecost – June 19 
 Saturday 5:15 p.m., Sunday 8:15 a.m. & 10:00 a.m. 

 Blessing of Men & Boys 
 

6th Sunday after Pentecost – June 26 
 Saturday 5:15 p.m., Sunday 8:15 a.m. & 10:00 a.m. 

 VBS Children Sing in Worship (8:15 worship)   
 

7th Sunday after Pentecost – July 3 
 Saturday 5:15 p.m., Sunday 8:15 a.m. & 10:00 a.m. 

 Baptism of Ann-Marie Nelson (8:15 worship) 
 

8th Sunday after Pentecost – July 10 
 Saturday 5:15 p.m., Sunday 8:15 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.  

 

9th Sunday after Pentecost – July 17 
 Saturday 5:15 p.m., Sunday 8:15 a.m. & 10:00 a.m. 

 Baptism of Lillian Audrey Malatesta (10:00 worship) 
 

10th Sunday after Pentecost – July 24 
 Saturday 5:15 p.m., Sunday 8:15 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.  

 

11th Sunday after Pentecost – July 31 
 Saturday 5:15 p.m., Sunday 8:15 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.  

 

 

Worship Happenings 



Learning Happenings 

Continuing the Conversation with Vicar Brian 
In response to several requests, Vicar Brian will continue the conversation of Luther’s Small Catechism  
between services starting Sunday, June 5.  The group will meet on the end of the Parish Hall by the altar 5-10 
minutes after the 8:15 am worship is over.  Come when you can. 
 

Milestone Ministry | High School Senior  

Recognition  
“Receive this blanket as a sign of our congregation’s love and prayers that go with you in this  
next chapter of life.” 
On Sunday May 15, eleven high school seniors received fleece tie blankets from the people of Zion as they 
celebrated the milestone of graduation from high school.  A very special thank you goes out to the Women’s 
Retreat group who lovingly tied all the blankets during the retreat in January.       

The blessing of our high school seniors happens each May at Zion.  If you’d like to join this important (and 
fun!) ministry, there are lots of ways to help.  Please contact Pam Cantrell.   

Sunday School | Thank You Teachers! 
As another Sunday School year comes to a close, Zion gratefully recognizes the dedicated volunteers who 
have so graciously stepped into the classroom to teach our children.  Their steady influence and cheerful en-
thusiasm, as well as their ability to connect with our children and youth, are a tremendous gift to Zion.   
 
Looking ahead to the fall, caring teachers are always needed for this important ministry.  We like to have 
several teachers assigned to each classroom to allow some flexibility in scheduling.   Lesson preparation is 
easy and the benefits are extraordinary.  Please consider sharing an hour of your time on Sunday morning.   
To learn more, contact Pam Cantrell. 

 

Confirmation Class Donates Offering to U of I 

Children’s Hospital and LWR 
This year, our Confirmation students collected an offering each week they met.  It was stipulated that this 
offering would be split between a ministry close to home and one that extended into the world.  The confirm-
ands chose to give half the offering to the University of Iowa Children’s Hospital and half to the Lutheran 
World Relief fund for Refugees.  The total collected was $307.43 and the disbursement of $153.71 to the UI 
Children’s Hospital and $153.72 to LWR were made the week of May 9.  Many thanks to our confirmands for 
their generosity and for helping Zion to shine the light of Christ into the world. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:pam@zionlutheran-ic.org?subject=Milestone%20MInistry%20Team
mailto:pam@zionlutheran-ic.org?subject=Sunday%20School%20Teaching


Learning Happenings 

Zion Library News 

Peace Like A River by Leif Enger 
 
I recently revisited this best-selling novel after the Zion library obtained a fresh hardcover volume to replace 
its well-worn softcover edition.    
 
Its signature attributes are constantly astonishing prose and characters of unlikely talents and goodness who 
evoke caring as if they were the reader's own family.  The story is of a cataclysmic period in the lives of a  
single father, Jeremiah Land, and his three children Davy, Rueben, and Swede.  Eleven-year-old Rueben  
narrates with a perception that surely must have come to him later in life.  His sister Swede is already, at 
eight, a writer of western epic poetry.  Their teenage brother Davy is impetuous and committed to his person-
al code of honor.  It is his violent revenge on two bullies who are harassing the Lands that drives the plot.   
Father Jeremiah has the faith of an Apostle and prays for guidance with a fervor hardly imaginable in even the 
most devout cleric.  After Davy kills the bullies and escapes from jail, Jeremiah loads Rueben and Swede into 
an Airstream trailer and drives into a North Dakota winter seeking his wayward son.  The pursuit has many 
unexpected twists and surprises including some that can only be explained as miracles. 
 
All this is a rather improbable mix to be sure, but the reader is never in danger of giving in to a dismissive 
skepticism as Rueben's wise and humorous observations provide credible perspective.  Among the many ex-
amples of this are his noting that his favorite insulting word ("ratfink") is "one of those terms that makes it 
worthwhile having enemies"; his description of the braided and scarfed appeal of Jeremiah's new sweetheart 
as "an opportunity missed by Rembrandt"; and his characterization of a shy North Dakota rancher as "a man 
for whom words were a desperate problem".  Rueben also displays an uncommon acceptance of life's finicky 
justice with his remark that "fair is whatever God wants to do".  Young Swede's struggles with her poetry also 
help keep the reader going, as when she tells Rueben: "It's not that I can't write it. I've written it already ten 
ways [but] just because I write it doesn't mean it really happened."  In the end Rueben acknowledges the in-
credibility of all he has told when he says, "All I can do is say, Here's how it went. Here's what I saw...Make of 
it what you will”. 

If you haven’t read it, I encourage you to do so.  If you have, I believe it is well-worth reading again.  Or, as 
always, I invite you to check out any of the other great books in our library.   
Rick Brenner 
 

 

Adult VBS 
Save the date for Adult Vacation Bible School, which will take place August 1-5, 2016! Our speaker will be 
Kathryn “Kit” Kleinhans, a faculty member at Wartburg College, who is an expert on Luther and the  
Reformation. Watch the weekly e-newsletter and bulletins for further updates about registration. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.amazon.com/Peace-Like-River-Leif-Enger/dp/0802139256/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1464280848&sr=8-1&keywords=Peace+Like+A+River
http://www.wartburg.edu/2013/11/02/Kleinhans-Installation-Passionate-Appreciation-of-the-World/


VBS Happenings 

VBS | June 20-24, 2016 
We are looking forward to another fun and faith filled week of Vacation Bible School at Zion!   Please add VBS 
to your family calendar as you plan summer activities.  Online registration is available through the Zion web-
site.  Enrollment is limited this year.  Register now to ensure a spot for your child!  

 The Preschool program meets 9:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. and is for children age 3 to those entering  
Kindergarten. 

 Day Camp meets 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. and is for children completing Kindergarten through 5th grade.  
Caring college age counselors from Camp Ewalu staff the Day Camp. 

There is no cost to attend VBS.  However, monetary contributions or gifts in kind will greatly help to offset the 
program cost of $52 for each Day Camp participant.  Please consider making a contribution.  For a list of sup-
plies needed, please check out the Sign Up Genius link on the Zion website (www.zionlutheran-ic.org).      

We still need a few volunteers to make it all happen:  

 Adult volunteers for the afternoon Day Camp session  (1:00 – 2:30 p.m. Monday- Thursday) 

 Families to provide meals for the Ewalu counselors  

 Chaperones for our Wednesday service and splash trip  

 Helpers to serve pizza lunch on Friday, June 24 (11:45 a.m.-1:30 p.m.) 

If you can help one or more days that week, please contact Pam Cantrell, or sign-up using the online form.   

VBS | Kool-Aids Wanted! 
Serving as a Kool-Aid camp counselor is a great way for Junior High and High School age youth to spend some 
of their summer vacation!  Ethan Fields, Zion’s Youth Director, will be leading the Kool-Aids in a leadership 
program throughout the week.  Ethan will be teaching and promoting leadership skills to the Kool-Aids as they 
work with the VBS kiddos, developing the abilities of these tweens/teens to engage, encourage, and support 
the younger children.  If your son or daughter would like to volunteer, please contact Ethan Fields at  
youthatzion@gmail.com or Pam Cantrell, pam@zionlutheran-ic.org.  Youth can also sign up to volunteer 
through the Zion website.  We’ll accommodate busy summer schedules! 

There will be an orientation session for youth volunteers on Sunday, June 19.  We’ll meet at Zion at 4:30 p.m. 
for orientation then join up with the Ewalu counselors for a picnic.  If your son or daughter will be volunteering 
at VBS, please be sure to set aside this date/time so they can attend. 

VBS | Craft Supplies Needed! 
We need 2 liter soda bottles, clean and dry, with caps.  A collection box is available near the coat racks. 

VBS | Running with Scissors  
There’s actually no running—that was just to get your attention.  What we do need is someone to help cut 
blankets for our service project on Wednesday, June 22.  Our 5th and 6th grade VBS kiddos will be tying fleece 
blankets with the residents of Emerson Point Assisted Living, then delivering them to Mercy Hospital, our 
neighbor here in the community, where they will be given to patients in the ER.  Can you guess what our 
theme is for Wednesday?  That’s right--love your neighbor! 

 

https://zionlutheranic.360unite.com/vacation-bible-school
https://zionlutheranic.360unite.com/vacation-bible-school
mailto:pam@zionlutheran-ic.org?subject=VBS%20Help
http://www.ziondocs.org/VBS-Adult-Volunteer-Form.html
mailto:youthatzion@gmail.com
mailto:pam@zionlutheran-ic.org


Family Picnics in the Park 
Plan on picnicking with other Zion families at area parks this summer.  The Early Childhood Ministry Team is 

hosting family picnics in July and August.  Bring a dish to share. Table service and drinks provided.  Feel  

welcome to invite friends.  Questions: Mary Merulla mary@zionlutheran-ic.org 

 July Pop Up Picnic – Pop Up Picnic! We’ll post an invite with the details on Facebook, and blanket the Zion 

community with other various forms of communication.  

 August 21 – 4:30 – 7:00pm   TBA  

  

Moms Meet-Up 

Mom’s and kids meet up on Mondays.  Throughout the summer months we’ll be meeting at North Market 
Square Park. Pre-schoolers, toddlers, babies, school aged kiddos – all are welcome!  This group meets every 
other Monday @ 9:30am.  Summer outdoor meet ups will begin on Monday, June 13. This is an open gather-
ing…all are welcome.  Questions?  Ask Mary Merulla! 

 

May Early Childhood Ministry Team Activities:  
Emerson Point Mother’s Day Celebration 

Twenty-three residents and twenty-three Zion folks (11 grownups and 12 children) enjoyed spending time to-
gether with the residents at Emerson Point Assisted Living.  There was singing, a continental breakfast, and the 
kids made cards for the residents using cupcake papers to make fun and colorful flowers! The children also 
assembled and handed out blessing bags to all the residents. The bags contained granola bars, cocoa packets, 
applesauce cups, bottled water, a small notebook, tissues, and of course some chocolates. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Family Picnic of the Season 

The group sponsored the first picnic of the season at North Ridge Park in Coralville.  Lot’s of sunshine, good 
food, games and friends made for a super fun Sunday afternoon. 

 

 

Intergenerational Happenings 

A resident of Emerson Point Assisted Living connects 

with one of Zion’s younger members. 

Colorful floral decorations were made by the kids to 

give to residents at Emerson Point Assisted Living. 

mailto:mary@zionlutheran-ic.org
mailto:mary@zionlutheran-ic.org?subject=Moms%20Meet-Up


Senior Singles 
Mon.,  June 20| 11:30 a.m. 
Senior Singles will meet at Divot’s in Coralville for lunch and fellowship. 
 

Mon.,  July 18| 11:30 a.m. 
Senior Singles will meet at Longhorn Steakhouse in Coralville for lunch and fellowship. 

 

Prime Timers 
Fri., June 17 | 11:30 a.m. 
Prime Timers will meet at Boyd’s Grille, Iowa City for lunch and fellowship. 
 

Fri., July 15 | 11:30 a.m. 
Prime Timers will meet at Olive Garden, Coralville for lunch and fellowship. 
 

Men’s Ministry 

Saturday, June 11 & Saturday, July 9 | 8:00 .m. 
The second Saturday of both June and July, a Men's Breakfast will be held 8:00-9:00 a.m. in Zion’s Parish Hall,  
followed with a short faith-building discussion. 
 

Zion/EWALU Family Retreat  

July 15-17 

Enjoy a Zion tradition at EWALU.  There will be hiking, scavenger hunt, nature watching, and playing games in 
the beautiful, relaxing outdoors. Come up Friday evening and return home Sunday morning, or simply come up 
to take part in fellowship on Saturday.  
 
Even if you have never been on one of our retreats or to EWALU, give it a try! Hopefully it will give you the 
chance to pull back and enjoy time with your Zion family in a special place, embraced in God’s creation. 
 
Registration will be available in the narthex at Zion or on Zion’s website by June 1. Questions please contact 
Shawn Livingston (Slivingston@q.com). 

Intergenerational Happenings 



Outreach Happenings 

With Appreciation from the Hunger Team 
Thank you to all who helped with the meal packaging at Holy Trinity.  Sixty thousand meals were packed by 
teams from around the area.  It was quite fun with teams challenging each other and working hard to fill the 
orders.  Holy Trinity plans on keeping this a yearly event so look forward to packaging again in the future. 
 
The summer is upon us with schools out and vacation for many of us.  It is also a time we  see  increasing de-
mands on food banks.  Children who would normally get meals at school to provide needed nutrition are 
often going hungry.  New reports show that hunger affects not only the elementary and younger children but 
high school and college students as well.  The University has recently started a food pantry for students surviv-
ing on ramen.  Zion will continue to support Operation Backpack and  our food banks this summer.  Please 
keep the hungry in your prayers and remember you can donate to the grocery cart in the narthex or contrib-
ute financially to purchase food.   

 

Operation Backpack Update 
Due to the continued generosity of the Zion congregation, both monitary contributions and volunteer hours, 
Goosetown Operation BackPack continued to provide food bags for 53 students at Horace Mann.  
This Friday, May 20, will be the last day of school year distribution. 
 
On Saturday, May 28th, medical students from the Carver College of Medicine will provide an outreach oppor-
tunity to our GOBP participating families. Medical students will be showing kids and parents how to make 
easy, healthy, and budget-friendly summer snacks at the outdoor community shelter at Forest View Mobile 
Home Community. Operation BackPack will be providing ingredients for all the families to take home with 
them.  
 
On Wednesdays in June, some Mann children will be provided with tutoring in conjunction with the depart-
ment of ELL at the University of Iowa. Our GOBP students will be able to pick up a weekly food bag on their 
tutoring day, as well as, receive a small lunch before tutoring.  
 
Summer volunteers for GOBP will be needed for food packing and bag delivery during the month of June and 
for 6 weeks in July/August.  
 
Please contact Amanda Carey at 331-3248 if you want to join us in this service. 
I would like to thank all of our volunteers for their dedication to GOBP. Special thanks goes to Diane Dahl-
McCoy who drove to Hiawatha once a month all year long, rain, shine, or snow, to pick up around 700 pounds 
of food to bring back to our GOBP storage closet at Zion.  
-Amanda Carey 
 
 

Lutheran World Relief – All Zion Project of 

Hope and Caring — Sudsy Summer 
Throughout the summer – June, July, and August – we will be collecting bar soap as part of our All Zion Project 
of Hope and Caring.  Bring bars of soap (in their original packaging) to the collection wash tubs in the  
narthex.  Soap collection is part of our Lutheran World Relief efforts.  Soap keeps hands clean, germs at bay, 
and helps people present themselves with dignity.  Help fill the tub!    
 

 

mailto:icchawks3@msn.com?subject=Operation%20BackPack


Outreach Happenings:When Life Gives You Scraps Make a Quilt 

Numbers are everywhere.  About one in five Bible scriptures contains a number. A few examples include 6 
days of work, 8 people in the ark, 10 commandments, 12 tribes of Israel, 12 disciples, 30 pieces of silver, 40 
days in the wilderness, 153 fish in the net and 144,000 on Mount Zion.  Numbers are also at the center of the 
work of the Wednesday morning Zion Quilters.  The goal this year for the dozen (or so) quilters was to pro-
duce 250 quilts for Lutheran World Relief.  A bolt of batting, costing $100, will produce filler for 27 quilts (that 
equates to 11 rolls of batting yearly).  LWR recommends the finished quilts are sized to 60 x 80 inches.  There 
are numerous combinations of fabric that make up quilt tops:  one requires twelve 6-inch strips sewn togeth-
er with ½ inch seams for a single quilt top, another calls for twelve 21-inch squares, some are created from 
quilt squares already sewn and donated, and others are whole piece creations. The quilt back must be 66 x96 
(the size of a twin flat sheet) to provide enough material to wrap up and around the quilt top to serve as a 
binding. Sewing the binding in place takes spools and spools of thread and finishing the quilt by tying all layers 
together requires skein upon skein of heavy embroidery or crochet thread. 

 

There are many jobs in the quilt room that make it possible to produce so many quilts.  Everyone ties and also 
helps in unique areas.  Jean Reiman manages the stacks of fabric in the storage room.  Gail Keller cuts and or-
ganizes the 6-inch strip inventory.  Marlene Hollander joins random pieces of batting and sizes tops not quite 
the correct size.  Kathy Thompson and Gloria Corbin sew the bindings on each quilt.  Tammy Vogel is the Thri-
vant grant specialist. Bev and Marv Robeck have connections with a drapery and upholstery shop that send us 
large bags of scrap materials. Verla Williams creates crazy quilt tops by zigzagging unique shapes of fabric to-
gether.  Jean Schultz brings us boxes of fabric strips made from discarded medical scrubs and needed treas-
ures from her volunteer job at Crowded Closet. Connie Brinton was instrumental is acquiring new shelving for 
a storage room remodel.   Fonda Weber is quick to figure out just how much fabric will be needed to bind 
ready-made blocks and Noreen Revier steps in where ever she is needed to match tops and backs and lay out 
backs and batting.   
 

It costs $2.25 to ship a single quilt to its destination.  Last fall 130 quilts were shipped to LWR and this spring 
171 quilts were packed for a total of 302 quilts.  Because of generous donations from the Zion Foundation, the 
Alternative Christmas, the Noisy Offering, memorials and individual gifts,  the Quilting account was blessed 
with an ample balance.  The decision was to share our blessings by paying for the shipping costs of our 302 
quilts.   We sent $680 to the LWR Quilt & Kit Shipping Fund to cover that cost. We were delighted to learn that 
our shipping gift qualified us for a celebration brick to be placed in the Good Samaritan Quilt Plaza at the LWR 
headquarters in Baltimore.  The brick will read, “Zion Quilters, Iowa City, Iowa.” 

 

There are many Zion parishioners and friends outside of Zion that support the work of the Quilters. Nearly 
every week we are surprised by a gift sack of fabric left on the quilting tables.  We eagerly unpack the treasure 
and start thinking how each scrap or piece can be used.  We are so grateful for gently used blankets which we 
use for batting.  Curtains, sheets, and recently, moving/packing blankets were donated.  There are helpers 
that can’t make the Wednesday work sessions, but work from home sewing strips into the quilt tops which 
helps immensely.  
 

 We have been told by LWR that not all of our quilts are used on beds as some serve as a temporary shelter 
roof, to hang as a door or over a no longer existing window.  This is very motivating and helps us make deci-
sions about our 2016-2017goal.  Embedded (no pun intended) in that goal is the Quilt Group’s annual dona-
tion to the EWALU Fall Festival and Quilt Auction.  Each year the Quilt Group, in the May work sessions, takes 
time to create quilts that are delivered to EWALU by September 2 for the September 17 auction.  In addition 
to the quilts, individual members donate hand created items to be sold at the EWALU Country Store.    
The cycle of yearly quilt making ended in May.  The quilts were displayed and blessed at services on April 9 
and 10.  The packing of 34 boxes followed the next Wednesday.  Each year we count on Linda and Ed Scheetz 
to load and transport the boxes to the regional collection site at Trinity Lutheran Church in Cedar Rapids.  
They use their van, the truck of Linda’s brother, Howard Lewis, and grandson, Dylan Eyestone to help load and 
unload the precious cargo (approaching 1,000 pounds). Thank you, Linda, Ed, Howard, and Dylan.  
 Quilting is faith in action.  Phylicia Rashad captured our work, “Any time women come together with a collec-
tive intention, it's a powerful thing. Whether it's sitting down making a quilt, in a kitchen preparing a meal, in 
a club reading the same book, or around the table playing cards, or planning a birthday party, when women 
come together with a collective intention, magic happens. “ Blessed are the piece makers. 



Lambo Engagement Team Members at the reception follow-
ing the commissioning of the team at worship services on 
May 15. (Pictured left to right: Heide Bursch, Charlie Bursch, 
Lesley Pries). 

Senior High graduates each received a tie-blanket from Zion to 
take with them on their journey beyond high school. 

May marked the end of the 2015-2016 season for many of  Zion’s music ministries.  They break over the summer and reconvene in late August.   

Pictured to the left is the Zion Brass, directed by Joe Scheivert.  Pictured to the right is the Cherub Choir, directed by Christy Curry-Hoyland.. 



Contact Us  

Office Hours:  

Monday-Thursday   

8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.  

Friday:  

 8:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.  

Tel: 319-338-0944   

Email: office@zionlutheran-ic.org 

Website: www.zionlutheran-ic.org 
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