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Palm Sunday 

8:15 a.m. & 10:45 a.m. Worship Services  
With palms raised high and shouts of “Hosanna!”, we process into worship as Jesus  
processed into Jerusalem as her royal king. We listen to a dramatic reading of the Passion 
Story from the Gospel of Mark.  

 

Maundy Thursday Family Meal &  

Worship 
Thursday, March 24 | 5:30 – 6:30 p.m. 
Families are invited to share a meal on Maundy Thursday, then stay for a family  
worship service in the Parish Hall.  The setting is casual …. we’ll be seated on the floor in 
the Parish Hall, listen to a Bible story and a message, with an opportunity for the kids & 
grown-ups to play musical instruments as we sing or chant.  

 

Maundy Thursday | Foot-Washing, Holy 

Communion, and Stripping of the Altar 

Thursday, March 24 | 7:00 p.m.  
We remember Jesus washing his disciples’ feet (Foot-washing), his Last Supper with the 
disciples (Holy Communion) and his arrest and being stripped of his dignity (the Stripping 
of the Altar).  

 

Good Friday 
Friday, March 25 | 7:00 p.m. 
As Jesus approaches the darkness of the cross and grave, we read the Passion from the 
Gospel of John and descend with him into death.  
 

Saturday Easter Vigil  
Saturday, March 26 | 5:00 p.m. 
This is a highly interactive and kid-friendly worship service with sights and sounds to  
engage all ages. From the Easter fire, the light of Christ grows brighter as we hear stories 
from the Old Testament and then celebrate the joy of Easter with Baptisms and Holy 
Communion. Ice cream will follow worship.  

 

The Resurrection of our Lord  
Sunday, March 27 | 8:15 a.m. & 10:45 a.m. 
With jubilant music and praise we celebrate Jesus’ victory over death and the grave with 
the return of the “Alleluias”, Holy Communion, and the good news of the Resurrection. 
***Easter Breakfast details on Page 6 



From the Corner  

Baptism 

Mystery of Belonging 

(God) saved us, ... according to his mercy, through the bath of new birth and renewal by the Holy Spirit.  This 
Spirit he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior. (Titus 3:5-6) 

The days and weeks before Easter form a time (Lent) for people to prepare for their baptism.  Pastors guide 
parents and sponsors to study more deeply the promises they will make for their children.  Older ones enter 
into conversations with their pastors to delve more deeply into scripture, the teachings and their own  
understanding.  This path could seem to be an individual's journey to be linked to God.  It is much more. 

Herein is also a corrective to Luther's teaching in his Small Catechism (1529) which presents Baptism as an  
individual event.  The people of God have long known that Baptism unites us to one another: to all the saints 
from every time and place. 

There are ones among us at Zion preparing for Baptism.  All of us are in the midst of this time of baptismal  
renewal (renewal of the Holy Spirit).  Our promises in the Affirmation of Baptism rite (ELW p. 237) can be  
spoken more simply to something like: 

 our core group is Christians, 

 we are present to receive the word of God and Holy Communion, 

 we say & do the good news of Christ, 

 we follow the example of Jesus, 

 we strive for justice and peace.  

We can't do any of this alone.  The people of God belong to each other to make a difference in the world.   
Baptism brings about this wonderful mystery of belonging.  Baptism is our common and only necessary  
credential.  We are forever bound together bringing the good news of Jesus to all the world. 

This doesn't mean we are of the same mind on the many topics of life.  It does mean we are together and  
welcome study, conversation and prayer as we wait on the Lord to empower us for our shared mission and 
action. 

Our bath of new birth does bring us faithfully to worship, inspires our conversations, brings us together, 
strengthens our witness in the world and establishes our legacy so all may know Jesus is Lord.   

 

2 Corinthians 5:17 

 

 

 

 

 



 
“You’re hungry, aren’t you?” my friend, Carol, asked, peering into my drawn face.  I nodded affirmatively. She 
already knew my answer for it seems that I perpetually am hungry.  I don’t think this is due to my having an 
unusually ravenous appetite or hyper-metabolism.  Perhaps I do not eat heartily enough at the three main 
meals of the day.  So inevitably mid-morning and mid-afternoon I must have fruit or nuts on hand when the 
hunger strikes.  For as my friends well know, if dinner is delayed too long or there is no snack to be found, then 
Jennifer can become “snippy”.  In fact, Carol often carries an emergency pack of crackers in her car just in case 
she has a snippy Jennifer to pacify.  So am I ruled by my hunger?  To a degree I would have to say, “yes”.  For 
me, the Snicker candy bar slogan rings all too true, “You’re not you when you’re hungry.”  But more than being 
ruled by my hunger, I think it functions as a helpful guide if I manage to catch it in time.  My hunger makes me 
aware of my physical need for food.  If my blood sugar falls too low, then I mentally start shutting down.  I am 
not as productive or clear thinking.  I am not able to be as present to others. 
 
This Lent as we have been exploring various aspects of hunger, I have paid greater attention to my eating 
patterns.  As I assiduously attend to my physical need for food, I have begun to wonder about my spiritual 
needs.  Do my daily spiritual needs require the same level of attention as my need for food?  If I go too long 
without connecting with God through prayer or Scripture, what happens to me?  The truth is that I become 
spiritually “snippy”.  I become less aware of God’s presence.  I am not able to give others my full attention.  I 
shut down from being the loving person Christ has made me to be and instead operate out of a much smaller 
version of myself; one far less generous of spirit, one that acts out of fear and self-preservation.  I am hungry 
for God.  I am in dire need of being spiritually fed.  And yet I do not realize that I am starving myself.  The 
prophet Isaiah writes: 
 
“Ho, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and you that have no money, come, buy and eat!  Come buy 
wine and milk without money and without price.  Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, 
and your labor for that which does not satisfy?  Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, and delight your-
selves in rich food.”  - Isaiah 55:1-2 
 
God welcomes all who are hungry to his banquet table to feast upon the riches of his grace.  He sets before us 
sumptuous fare and encourages us to come back for second and third helpings.  But often I don’t realize how 
hungry I am and just pick at my food or move it around my plate.  During these forty days of Lent, I invite you 
to join me in paying attention to our hunger for God.  One way of doing this is to set aside time each day to 
pray and listen to God.  Even if it is only for five to ten minutes as we walk the dog or wash the dishes, this con-
nection is essential for our spiritual health.  This feasting is an extension of the meal we are given in worship as 
we receive Jesus’ body and blood.  And the other way that we can get in touch with our hunger is to notice 
when we are “snippy” and operating out of our smaller selves.  Instead of viewing these less than stellar per-
sonal moments as a failure, rather receive them as a spiritual prompt.  They point us to our need to be fed by 
our Lord’s love and grace.  Each prompt is the ringing of the dinner bell, God calling us back to the food that will 
truly satisfy.  This Lent pay attention to your hunger and allow it to bring you back to God’s table to be filled 
again and again. 
 
Pastor Lutz 
 
 

The Present Moment 



There was a conversation the other week at Lost Boys (the Tuesday morning Men’s Bible Study) about the 
physical resurrection of the body.  The conversation was far ranging and focused primarily on how that might 
work.  My mind went in a different direction, as usual.   
 
One of the early theologies that developed in the Christian church was called Gnosticism and focused on the 
idea that Jesus had given some kind of secret knowledge (gnosis) to the disciples who could pass it on to other 
believers.  Gnostics believed that what was important was the soul, not the body.  Jesus, in the Gnostic theolo-
gy, was a creature of spirit not one of the flesh.  The flesh was bad, the spirit was good. 
 
Over a period of time, the early church discerned that this Gnostic understanding of things was wrong.  God 
was not just concerned with the spirit but with the whole of creation.  In Genesis 1 God says that creation is 
good.  God provides daily bread to all.  God cares about the whole of who we are as people, body and soul. 
The season of Lent is a time where we seek to care for all parts of the Body of Christ as well.  There are addi-
tional opportunities for feeding our souls with a book study before the Wednesday evening worship services, 
making use of the ELCA World Hunger 40 Days of Giving devotional resource, or other spiritual disciplines we 
might try.  We also focus on the physical body; helping meet the needs of those who hunger with special gifts 
towards ELCA World Hunger Appeal, fasting from certain foods in solidarity with those whose hunger is not 
voluntary, adding a physical discipline to keep our own bodies healthy and strong. 
 
God cares for all of who we are, body and soul.  May we extend that care to all those who we meet during this 
season. 
 
God’s Blessings, 
Vicar Brian 

Vicar’s View 



 

 

 

 

Message from the 
Council 
Randy Willman, Council President 
A council retreat was held Sunday afternoon into the 
evening on February 21 and as a group, we are off to a 
running start. Key agenda items included: pastors’ and 
staff reports for the 2016 council; necessary updates 
to ministry teams; EZE project celebration on March 6; 
and, revisiting the 2013 Strategic Plan- what is left to 
be done and what congregational needs exist going 
forward. 2016 will be an exciting year for Zion!  

 

New Member Class in 

April 2016 
Interested in learning more about Zion membership 
and what that means?  Come to the New Member 
class on Saturday, April 16, 2016 from 9am – Noon. 
New members will be received on Sunday, May 1 at 
the 10:45 a.m. worship service.  
Class overview:   

 Worship – Why we do what we do 

 On Being Lutheran – Bible & Theology 

 Stewardship – What does it mean to belong to the 
  ministry of Zion 

 Engagement – Opportunities to connect, serve & 
   grow 

 Conclusion – What to expect at New Member  
   reception on Sunday, May 1 
 
Please register for the class by contacting the office 
or Mary Merulla. Ph. 338.0944 or mary@zionlutheran
-ic.org.  

Financial Update 
Carl Esmann, Treasurer 
Zion members gave strong for January, although 
we had cold temperatures outside, the warm 
hearts of the Zion Congregation gave $68,604 for 
the month. This easily covered the expenses of 
$66,748. Thank You for your continuing support 
in serving our Lord  
 
The EZE Project is nearly complete. Dedication is 
getting close (March 5 & 6). It is exciting to  
report, 70% of the cost of the project has been 
received. It would be great to have this percent 
even higher by dedication! 

Congregational Happenings 

March Membership Updates 

 

 Birthdays 

Jan Carpenter (19), Ruth Fisher (29), Ron 
Hanson (16), Anne Hesse (31), Chuck Hesse 
(4), Marlene Hollander (10), Gayle Lyman 

(19), Robert Ruppert (19) 
 

 
Baptism 

Linden Moore;  
parents are Lucas and Erin Moore (2/7) 

 
Deaths 

Vivian Hickman (2/16) 
 

  Jan-16 YTD 2016 % BUDGET 

        

INCOME 68,604 68,604 101.00 

EXPENSES 66,748 66,748 100.00 

  Jan-15 YTD 2015 % BUDGET 

        

INCOME 124,156 916,847 1.02 

EXPENSES 100,579 805,409 1.00 
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EZE Project Dedication on March 5th and 6th 
 “Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me.”  
Matthew 10:40  
 
After eagerly watching the construction of Zion’s east entrance for several months our vision of an accessible 
entrance is being realized with ramped walkways, automatic door openers and easy elevator access. At the 
conclusion of each service on March 5th  and March 6th we will celebrate and dedicate our new, welcoming  
entrance.  In typical Zion fashion there will be special edibles available as part of our celebration. 
Your patience and support throughout this process is greatly appreciated.  To all who brainstormed, planned, 
worked, pledged and contributed –THANK YOU!   
 
EZE Project Committee members: Sally Leme, Dan Elser, Clarice Faber, Gerry Hollander, Diane Tonkyn, Ann 
Roller, and Pastor Jennifer Lutz. 
 

Lambo Engagement Journey 
On January 24, 2004, the people of Zion entered into a covenant relationship with Lambo Lutheran Church in 
Lambo, Tanzania.  Since then people from Zion have visited Lambo, most recently in 2008.   
 
June 20 through July 3 a team from Zion will again travel to Lambo to renew our mission partnership.  The Zion 
representatives are Charlie and Heide Bursch, Karen Casavant, Pastor and Lesley Pries, Anne Schularick, Anna 
Norman-Wikner and Michelle Wikner.   
 
Currently the team members are convening often to write their group and individual vision/mission state-
ments, naming the itinerary, learning about travel to and life in Africa.  Pastor Pries is also in email conversa-
tion with Lambo's new pastor, Rev. Enirisha Silas Msangi, to prepare for our shared worship and witness. 
 

Easter Breakfast 

March 27 | 7:00 a.m.-10:00 a.m.  
The Lambo Engagement Team will host the annual Easter Pancake Breakfast. This fundraiser will help support 
Zion’s trip to visit the Lambo Parish in Tanzania in June. Suggested donations for the fundraiser are $6 for 
adults, $3 for young people under the age of 10 and $18 for families. 
 

Congregational Happenings 



Lenten Midweek Speakers 
On the Wednesday evenings of Lent the people of Zion gather for worship at 7:00 p.m.  In Lent 2016 the  
evening messages will be based on themes related to Hunger.  The March schedule of speakers is: 

March 2 - Michelle Wikner 
March 9 - Kristi Ferguson 
March 16 - Warren Boe 

 

March Music Schedule 
Wednesday, March 2:   Court Hill Quintet 

Sunday, March 6:     High School Choir; Zion Bell Choir 

Wednesday, March 9:   Kleiner Chor  

Sunday, March 13:    OPEN (Daylight Saving Time Begins) 

Wednesday, March 16:  OPEN (Spring Break) 

Sunday, March 20:    All Choirs; Trumpet (Palm Sunday)              

Thursday, March 24:   Zion Bell Choir (Maundy Thursday)   

Friday, March 25:    Senior Choir (Good Friday) 

Sunday, March 27:    Senior Choir; Zion Brass (Easter) 

Prime Chimers 
Prime Chimers will begin spring rehearsals on Thursday, March 24, at 9:00 a.m. 
 

Cherub Choir 
Cherub Choir will start spring rehearsals on Wednesday, March 30 at 4:30 -5:15 p.m. This special choir is for 
little singers in kindergarten, first and second grades. They will sing for both services on Sunday, May 8. 
 
 
 

Jeri Irvine Memorial 
New ciboriums (host boxes) have been added to Zion’s ceramic 
communion ware.  These beautiful vessels are given by Shirley 
Felske in memory of her daughter and Zion member Jeri Irvine who 
died July 10, 2015.  The ciboriums were thrown by Bob Anderson of 
Sunflower Pottery in Kalona, Iowa (Bob has made other pottery that 
we use at Zion). 

Worship Happenings 

Please Note: Choirs will not have rehearsals the week of spring break, March 12–19.  
This also includes the Zion Brass and the Zion Bell Choir 



Worship Highlights for March 2016 
 

4th Sunday in Lent – March 6 
 Saturday 5:15 p.m., Sunday 8:15 a.m. & 10:45 a.m. 

 Dedication of East Zion Entrance – All Worship Services 

 Blessing of Agua Prieta Mission Team (8:15 a.m. Worship) 

 

Wednesday Lenten Vespers – March 9 
 Evening Prayer – 7:00 p.m. 

 Lenten Study in the Spirit Center – 5:45-6:45 p.m.  

 

5th Sunday in Lent – March 13  
 Saturday 5:15 p.m., Sunday 8:15 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.  

 

Wednesday Lenten Vespers – March 16 
 Evening Prayer – 7:00 p.m. 

 Lenten Study in the Spirit Center – 5:45-6:45 p.m.  

 

Palm Sunday – March 20  
 Saturday 5:15 p.m., Sunday 8:15 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.  
 

Maundy Thursday – March 24 
 Family Worship Service – 6:00 p.m. 

 Traditional Worship – 7:00 p.m.  

 

Good Friday – March 25  
 Tenebrae – 7:00 p.m. 
 

Easter Vigil – March 26  
 5:00 p.m. 

 

The Resurrection of our Lord – March 27 
 Sunday 8:15 a.m. & 10:45  a.m. 
 
 
 
 

Worship Happenings 



MARCH 2016 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 
6:30a Men’s Bible Study 
 
5:30p Men’s Ministry 
Team 
5:30p Mann Family 
Learning Night   
6:00p Mental Health Tm 
6:30p Bell Choir 
7:00p Global Missions 

2 
8:30a Shalom 
9:00a Quilters 
9:00a Wed. AM Bible 
Study 
9:45a Staff Meeting 
1:30p Rostered  
Leaders Postcards 
5:45p Lent Book Study 
6:00p Choristers/Jr. 
Choir 
7:00p Worship 

3 
7:30a Exec. Council 
11:00a Communion 
@ Briarwood 
 
3:00p Communion@ 
Oaknoll 
6:15p Communion 
Instruction 
6:30p Senior Choir 
8:00p Zion Brass 
 

4 
 
7:00p Friday Fun 
Night for Jr. High 

5 
 
5:15p Worship/
East Entrance 
Dedication 

6  
8:15a & 10:45a 
Worship/East  
Entrance Dedication 
9:30a Fellowship 
9:30a Learning 
10:15a HS Choir 
 
 
6:00p HS Youth Group 
 

7  
 
9:30a SAHM’s Group 
 
7:00p Prayer Group 

8 
6:30a Men’s Bible Study 
10:00a Prayer Shawl 
Ministry 
 
5:30p Mann Family 
Learning Night 
6:30p Bell Choir 
6:30p Journeymen Bible 
Study 
6:30p Council Meeting 

9 
8:30a Shalom 
9:00a Quilters 
9:00a Wed. AM Bible 
Study 
9:45a Staff Meeting 
5:45p Lent Book Study 
6:00p Choristers/Jr. 
Choir 
7:00p Worship 

10 
 
6:15p Communion 
Instruction 
6:30p Stephen  
Ministry Training 
6:30p Senior Choir 
8:00p Zion Brass 

11 

 

12  

 
5:15p Worship 
 

13  
8:15a & 10:45a 
Worship 
9:30a Fellowship 
10:15a HS Choir 
 
4:00p Free Lunch Prep 
 

14 

9:30a SAHM’s Group 
11:00a Free Lunch 

 

7:00p Prayer Group 

 
 

15  
6:30a Men’s Bible Study 
9:30a Gather Bible Study 
5:00p Property Team 
5:30p Men’s Ministry 
Team 
5:30p Mann Family 
Learning Night 
 
6:30p Bell Choir 
6:30p Stewardship 

16 
8:30a Shalom 
9:00a Quilters 
9:00a Wed. AM Bible 
Study 
9:45a Staff Meeting 
5:45p Lent Book Study 
6:00p Choristers/Jr. 
Choir 
7:00p Worship 

17 
 
 
6:30p Stephen  
Ministry Training 
6:30p Senior Choir 
8:00p Zion Brass 
 
 
 

18 
 
11:30a Prime  
Timers 

19  

 
 
5:15p Worship 

20 Palm Sunday 
8:15a & 10:45a 
Worship 
9:30a Fellowship 
9:30a Palm Sunday 
Fair 
10:15a HS Choir 
 
 

21  
 
9:30a SAHM’s Group 
11:30a Senior Singles 
 
7:00p Prayer Group 

22 
6:30a Men’s Bible Study 
 
5:30p Mann Family 
Learning Night 
6:30p Bell Choir 
6:30p Journeymen Bible 
Study 
 
 
 

23 
8:30a Shalom 
9:00a Quilters 
9:00a Wed. AM Bible 
Study 
9:45a Staff Meeting 
 
6:00p Choristers/Jr. 
Choir 
 
 

24  
9:00a Prime Chimers 
 
5:30p Early Child-
hood Family Meal 
6:00p Lenten Family 
Worship 
7:00p Maundy 
Thursday Worship 
8:00p Zion Brass 

25 
 
7:00p Good Friday 
Worship 

26 

10:00a Easter 

Egg Hunt 

 

5:00p Good 

Friday Worship 

27  Easter Sunday 
8:15a & 10:45a 
Worship 
9:30a Fellowship 
10:15a HS Choir 
 
 
 
 

28 Office Closed 
 
 
 
6:45p Women’s 
Reading Group 
 
 
 

29 
 
6:30a Men’s Bible Study 
 
5:30p Mann Family 
Learning Night 
6:30p Zion Bell Choir 

30 
8:30a Shalom 
9:00a Quilters 
9:00a Wed. AM Bible 
Study 
9:45a Staff Meeting 
4:30p Cherub Choir 
6:00p Choristers/Jr. 
Choir 
6:45p Confirmation 

31 
 
9:00a Prime Chimers 
 
6:30p Senior Choir 
6:30p Stephen  
Ministry Training 
8:00p Zion Brass 

  



Learning Happenings 

Adult Learning: March-April 2016 

March 6 | Gathering Room 

Mental Health, Diane Baumbach & Lisa Foster 
You are not your illness.  #2 
 

April 3 | Gathering Room 
Mental Health, Diane Baumbach & Lisa Foster 
You are not your illness.  #3 
 

April 10, 17, 24 | Gathering Room 
Climate Change #1. 2 3 Sessions, Connie Mutel 
 
 

Mental Health-You Are Not Your Illness 

The second session of the series ”Mental Health – You are not your illness” will be held on March 6, 2016. 
Adult learning will take a break for the rest of March due to Spring Break and Easter Sunday. We will finish the 
mental health series on April 3 and begin the climate change series on April 10. See the following for details 
about the climate change series. 
 

ZEST Class Offering 
In April, Zion member Connie Mutel will present an introduction to climate change, based on her newly pub-
lished book A Sugar Creek Chronicle: Observing Climate Change from a Midwestern Woodland.  The book is 
part nature journal, part memoir, and part climate science, and was written for non-scientists; the classes 
should be interesting for anyone knowing a little or a lot. Book copies and class sign-up will be available  
between services on March 13, March 20 and April 3. 
 
Discussions will be as follows: 
April 10:  What is climate change? 
April 17: What does climate change do? 
April 24: What can we do about climate change?  
 
Note: Connie will also be speaking about this book at Prairie Preview, 7:30 p.m. (doors open 6:30 
p.m.) on March 10, held at The Celebration Farm, 4696 Robin Woods Lane, rural Iowa City, and will give a  
Prairie Lights reading at 7:00 p.m. on March 30. Both are free and open to the public. 
 
 

Zion Library News: How To Check Out A Book 

If you’ve never checked-out a book, magazine, video, or CD from the library, it’s very easy! First, pull out the 
check-out card from the pocket of the item. Write your full name and the current date on the card. Then, 
place the card in the wooden box on the desk. The library asks that you please return items when you are fin-
ished (within 2-4 weeks) so others may enjoy them too. However, there are no exact due dates. 
 
If you are searching for a specific topic or book, please use the Zion Card Catalog. There are directions posted 
in the library about how to use the catalog. If you can’t find an item you want in the library, or if you have a 
suggestion for a future purchase, please leave the library committee a note with your name. You can place 
this note in the wooden check-out card box. Stop by and visit the library next Sunday! 
 



Junior High Friday Fun 

Night 

March 4 | 7:00 p.m. 
Come to the High School room and have fun with a 
Nintendo Wii Night! Enjoy snacks, food, games, and 
have a great time! We’ll meet in the youth room 
until 9:00 p.m. 

 

High School Youth 

Group 

March 6 | 5:30 p.m. 
It’s time for City High Swing Show! We’ll meet at 
City High! 

 

March 13 and 20 

There won’t be youth group these Sundays due to 
Spring Break. 
 

 

SAHM’s Meet-Up 
Mondays in March – March 7 & 21 

9:30 a.m. 
We’ll meet in the Gathering Room at Zion. All stay 
at home parents/caregivers welcomed.  Bring your 
kiddo if they are still home with you. If they’ve gone 
off to school on Mondays, come on your own. 
Friends always welcome! 
 
Snacks for kiddos & coffee for grownups provided.  
Questions? Mary Merulla mary@zionlutheran-
ic.org 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Men's Event for March  

Want to learn how to elevate from 'good intentions' 
to 'good execution' of living a life for Christ- in all 
areas of your life?  Come attend with other Zion 
guys (for ages 13+) an Iron Sharpens Iron one-day 
national conference Saturday March 19th 8:30 - 4:55 
pm at First Assembly Church in Cedar Rapids!  The 
main speaker, Dr Crawford Loritts is a well know au-
thor and has spoken to three Super Bowl teams and 
the NCAA Final Four Chapel. You will also choose 2 
of 16 equipping seminars specifically designed for 
men e.g. "Get Fit 4 Christ", "Passing the Baton-Life 
Skills Every Father Needs", or "How to Become as 
Confident as a Lion", "Cavetime: God's Plan For 
Man's Escape From Life's Assaults", "Becoming A 
Godly Man In An Ungodly World" or "Building a  
Legacy.” 

 

Imagine what it will be like to hear hundreds of 
men's voices singing your favorite Christian songs! 
This will be an inspiring rally to ensure the cure for 
cabin fever!  Register with Lori in the office - by 
March 8th to get the early discount for a $47.00 
cost. (Lunch is $8 extra so many of us will bring our 
own in coolers, etc.  You can find a brochure in the 
alcove outside the Parish Hall or see 
www.ironsharpensiron.net. These seminars have 
sold out in the past - so don't wait too long to sign 
up with Mary so you get the group discount and the 
early discounts! 

 

For answers to your questions contact either Shawn 
Livingston 319.430-9255, John Elwer 319.499-8949, 
Dan Teninty 616.550-2723, or Lauren Lines 319-560-
1527. We'll carpool from the church parking lot at 
7:30 am and have you back in town so you can still 
have a date with your partner or attend your child's 
event that night!  
 

Senior Singles 
Mon., March 21 | 11:30 a.m. 
Senior Singles will meet at Olive Garden in Coralville 
for lunch and fellowship. 
 

Prime Timers 
Fri., March 18 | 11:30 a.m. 
Prime Timers will meet at Freida Kahlo Mexican in  
Solon for lunch and fellowship. 

Intergenerational Happenings 
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March Sunday School 

Schedule 
March 13 Spring Break – No Sunday School 
March 20 Palm Sunday Fair – No Sunday School 
March 27 Easter – No Sunday School 
Sunday School Resumes on April 3! 

 

Easter Egg Hunt & 

Party 
Saturday, March 26  | 10:00 a.m. 

The Early Childhood 
Ministry Team is 
hosting an Easter 
Egg Hunt and Party!  
Grab your baskets 
and come on out to 

Zion for some fun! Separate hunts will be held for 
different age groups. This event is geared towards 
children in 2nd grade and younger 

 

Palm Sunday Fair 
March 20 | 9:30 – 10:30 a.m. 
Come and celebrate the wonder of Holy Week!  
Children and adults of all ages are invited to learn 
more about our Holy Week journey through a varie-
ty of hands-on crafts and activities.  Fun, interactive 
learning stations will be spread throughout the Par-
ish Hall as we mark the beginning of Holy Week.   
 
If you enjoy planning and/or making arts and crafts, 
please consider helping plan the activities and  
learning stations for the Palm Sunday Fair.  This 
event is for both kids and grown-ups and will be 
held during the Sunday School hour.  To learn more, 
please contact Pam Cantrell.  
 

Save The Date! 
High School Senior Recognition Sunday is Sunday, 
May 15 at the 8:15 a.m. service. 
 
 

VBS 2016 
Vacation Bible School for Preschool age children 
through 5th grade will be June 20-24, 2016.  Please 
add this joyful and fun week to your family calendar 
as you begin planning for summer vacation.   

 

 The Preschool program meets 9:00 a.m. to 11:30 
a.m. and is for children age 3 to those entering 
Kindergarten. 

 

 The Day Camp meets 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. and 
is for children completing Kindergarten through 
5th grade.  Caring college age counselors from 
Camp Ewalu staff our day camp. 

 

All Ages Volunteers 

Needed for VBS 2016! 
VBS is a team effort in which Ewalu counselors, Zion 
volunteers, parents, and campers serve together to 
make the program exciting and enriching.  Youth 
and adult volunteers are essential for another won-
derful, faith filled week of VBS.  We’re looking for a 
team of five to seven special people to plan the Day 
Camp program.  In addition, we’ll need volunteer 
teachers to plan and staff the morning Preschool 
program.  Planning teams will get together several 
times in the month of April during the Sunday 
School hour.  Please consider joining us!  For more 
information, contact Pam Cantrell at 319-338-0944. 
 
If you are unable to help plan, but are able to pitch in 
during the week of June 20-24, please contact Pam!    
 

Communion  
Instruction  
March 3 & 10 | 6:30 p.m.-7:45 p.m. 
Youth who are 10 years old and/or are in 4th grade 
and have not yet received communion, are invited 
to attend communion instruction with their par-
ents.  This is a special time for the youth as they ex-
plore the sacrament of Holy Communion.  Please 
register by contacting Mary Merulla 
(mary@zionlutheran-ic.org) or by calling the office 
(319-338-0944).  Lesley and Pastor Pries will be lead-
ing the sessions.   If you and your student are unable 
to attend instruction this spring classes will be 
offered in the Fall of 2016. 
 

Intergenerational Happenings 
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Outreach Happenings 
 

 

 

 

Souper Bowl of Caring-UPDATE 

Many thanks to everyone who participated in our first Souper Bowl of Caring Sunday.  Through your generosi-
ty we raised approximately $340 for ELCA World Hunger relief.  We don’t have a total poundage of the food 
collected at print time, but there was a sizable donation to the Crisis Center Food Bank.  Thank you!  Your 
“voting” with your monetary donations did correctly predict the Super Bowl winner.  The Broncos beat the 
Panthers almost 3 to 1.  However, it was almost a dead heat between the Broncos and those who watched 
just for the commercials or who did not watch the Super Bowl. 
 

Muchas Gracias! 
Thank you so much to all who joined the Agua Prieta mission team for Martes de Carnaval. I think everyone 
can agree that it was a wonderful celebration together before we entered the season of Lent. Thanks to the 
hard work of the team, the food was delicious, games were fun, and the piñata was destroyed. 

The event raised nearly $1,000 for our mission-something that will be truly helpful in getting our 25 builders 
to Mexico! I wanted to share with everyone the news of our family as well. We will be building for the family 
of Breydi Arieli Ortega. She has a husband and two children, ages 12 and 5. Please keep her in your prayers in 
the coming month as she prepares her family for their new home. 

From the Agua Prieta team, thank you for your continued support! 

Contact Karin Bursch, if you have any further questions about our mission. 

 

Crop Walk 2016 

Let's get an early start. Show our support again this year for bringing awareness to and fighting hunger in the 
world and in our community. Crop Walks are sponsored by Church World Service and are ecumenical, inter-
faith community events. 
 

The Johnson County Crop Walk will be on *Sunday April 3rd* at 1:30pm. 
Now is the time to raise dollars to support CWS in their effort to provide 
sustainable self-help and development in some 80 countries. Twenty five 
percent of the total raised in Johnson County goes to our local food bank. 
 
Last year Johnson County brought in a total of $27,288 of which $6,807 was 
given to the Crisis Center Food Bank of Johnson County. Zion alone raised 
$5,300 last year receiving the award for largest $ increase over the previous 
year. Thank you for your generous support. 

 
Come and join us in this community walk (5K), get some exercise and have some fun with friends and  
neighbors. The walk begins and ends at Chauncey Swan Park in Iowa City. Please join this grass roots effort. 
We really do make a difference. Registration forms can be found in the Narthex at Zion. 
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Outreach Happenings 

Fun Community Fundraiser for Bus Vouchers 

for Non-Profits! 

Community Transportation Committee (CTC) is a coalition of nonprofit organizations, employers, and commu-
nity members dedicated to expanding transportation-to-work options in Iowa City, Coralville, and North  
Liberty. We strive to fill gaps in transportation need where the public transit services cannot assist people in 
getting to work, such as after bus service hours, work locations outside of the bus routes, and short-term  
assistance for people who cannot afford bus passes (until they get their first couple of paychecks).  

We are holding a fundraiser in two weeks to raise money for bus vouchers to give to nonprofits such as  
Shelter House, the Crisis Center, Domestic Violence Intervention Program, and other similar organizations.  
We will also donate a portion of the proceeds to the city of Iowa City to use to build more bus shelters to keep 
people out of the cold and rain, as well as advocacy for more accessible and inclusive transportation. 

We would like to invite you to the fundraiser, which will be held on Saturday, March 5th at Old Brick Church. 
The fundraiser will go from 8:00 pm to 12:00 am, and it will include a half hour salsa lesson and a half hour 
swing dance lesson at the beginning, then a DJ'd dance until 12:00 am. Admission for the dance is $10. Addi-
tionally, there will be refreshments and a drawing for prizes from local businesses (RAYGUN, Prairie Lights, 
High Ground Cafe, Textiles, Scheels, and more!) with a $2 suggested donation per entry.  

Young families joined for a special worship service on 

Ash Wednesday—next family worship is Maundy 

Thursday, March 24. 



Contact Us  

Office Hours:  

Monday-Thursday   

8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.  

Friday:  

 8:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.  

Tel: 319-338-0944   

Email: office@zionlutheran-ic.org 

Website: www.zionlutheran-ic.org 

 

Zion Lutheran Church 

310 N. Johnson Street 

Iowa City, Iowa  52245 

http://www.facebook.com/zioniowacity 

http://www.instagram.com/zioniowacity 

Ministers 

All Members 

Council 

Randy Willman, President 

Nicole Vogt, Vice President 

Katie Martin, Secretary 

Carl Esmann, Treasurer 

David Gosse 

David Schmidt 

Matt Seberger 

Ann Roller 

Leslie Veit 

Pastors 

Mark Pries, Senior Pastor 

Jennifer Lutz, Associate Pastor 

Brian Middleswarth, Vicar 

Zion is a Reconciling in Christ Congregation 
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