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Trumpet Newsletter of Zion Lutheran Church, Iowa city February 2016 

Annual Meeting of Zion Lutheran 

Church 

Sunday, February 7 | 12:30 p.m. 
The Annual Meeting of Zion Lutheran Church follows a noon meal in the Parish Hall.  
Annual Reports are available at Zion.   
 

Annual Meeting Potluck 

Come for fellowship and lunch prior to attending the Annual Meeting!  Members enjoy 
the time together catching up with families and friends over a meal.  If you plan to 
attend, please bring a side dish or dessert that serves 12-15.  Entrée will be provided. 
 

Ash Wednesday 
Wednesday, February 10 | 7:00 p.m. | Nave 
Service of Confession, Imposition of Ashes, and Holy Communion. 

 

Ash Wednesday Soup Supper 
On Ash Wednesday, February 10, we will provide a soup supper in Parish Hall from 5:30 
to 6:30 p.m., prior to the worship service at 7:00 p.m.  Unfortunately we are unable to 
provide soup suppers for the remaining Wednesdays in Lent.  For the past year volun-
teers to make the soup, to prep and serve the meal, or help with the clean-up have been 
difficult to recruit.  In addition, a number of members who have supported the Lenten 
suppers are out of town during Lent.  We regret this lost opportunity for fellowship, but 
realize our current method for hosting these suppers is not sustainable.  Those planning 
on attending the Lenten Adult Study on Wednesdays from 5:45 to 6:45 p.m. are welcome 
to bring dinner with them to the study. 
 

Lenten Midweek Speakers 
On the Wednesday evenings of Lent the people of Zion gather for worship at 7:00 p.m.   

In Lent 2016 the evening messages will be based on themes related to Hunger.  The 
schedule of speakers is: 

February 17 - Karen Rietz 

February 24 - Michelle Wikner 

March 2 - Steve Nelson 

March 9 - Kristi Ferguson 

March 16 - Warren Boe 

*More Lenten information is on Page 11 



From the Corner  

Back to Basics 

 

... repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in (the Messiah's) name to all nations (Luke 24:47b) 
Go therefore and make disciples of all nations (Matthew 28:19) 
 

This Zion Lutheran Church has been a construction site since 2009.  The west entrance was repaired; the  
facilitates have been renovated, an adult Gathering Room has been refitted; the kitchen has been renovated 
and currently the East Entrance is being established.  When construction is completed, the people of Zion will 
be more intentional about the mission to which God calls us.    

Zion has great mission history.  When German immigrants arrived in the near Northside, there were  
conversations about beginning a congregation (1856).  By 1859 Zion was chartered; by 1860 a facility was at 
Bloomington & Johnson.  The members called pastors.  Each pastor had an evangelistic calling to establish  
congregations much as St. Paul did in the 1st century.  Nearly 30 preaching-points emanated from Zion. 

Zion has sponsored the "planting" of  Lutheran congregations in the area [Shepherd of the Cross in Muscatine 
(1987); Holy Trinity in North Liberty (2007)].  In 2001 Zion began a covenant relationship with Lambo Lutheran 
Parish in Tanzania. 

Recognize this rhythm toward mission.  The Holy Spirit calls a people to give God thanks and praise (worship); 
worshippers want to learn more about God; the learners come naturally to mission as they tell what they 
learn; those embraced in and by the mission come to worship God.  Worship-Learn-Mission-Worship is the 
rhythm breathed in and on us by God's Holy Spirit. 

Zion's facilities are "fixed" and fitted for mission.  The people of Zion are collectively a mission outpost.  Zion's 
connections to the Horace Mann Elementary School community are evidence of Zion's mission here; the Japa-
nese School that convenes every Saturday morning at Zion is more evidence; the Agua Prieta mission trip 
(March 12-20) is more evidence; the Lambo Mission trip (June 20-July 3) is more evidence. 

Wherever you Zion members and friends are is more evidence of Zion: a mission outpost. 

 

 

 

Colossians 3:12ff 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



During this Lent, we are focusing on our hunger for God.  As we do so, we are also keenly aware of the many in 
our community and around the world who do not have enough to eat.  Just take a look at some of these  
statistics: 
• 795 million people – that’s 1 in 10 – can’t access the food they need to live active lives.  
• 1 billion people live in extreme poverty, living on less than $1.25 per day.  
• In the United States, more than 48 million people were unsure where their next meal might come from at 

some point last year.  
• 46.7 million Americans are living in poverty. 
 
ELCA World Hunger is one of 10 priorities of the ELCA’s first-ever comprehensive campaign, Always Being Made 
New: The Campaign for the ELCA, with a goal of $115 million over a five-year period. The campaign is an  
opportunity to help our church grow our communities of faith, form new leaders, welcome our neighbors, 
overcome malaria, confront hunger and poverty, accompany our global churches and so much more.  Zion has 
already participated in some of the early stages of the campaign by donating money to fight Malaria.  In fact, 
the ELCA has already achieved and surpassed the Malaria goal by raising $15 million to combat this disease.  
The year 2016 marks The Campaign for the ELCA’s year-of-emphasis on ELCA World Hunger, and congregations 
around the country are kicking it off with a special Lenten initiative to raise $2 million by Easter Sunday, March 
27.  To learn more about The Campaign for the ELCA, visit www.ELCA.org/campaign.  Here are ways that we 
hope to participate in the campaign at Zion as well as support hunger efforts in our local community. 
 
Opportunities to Help Those Who are Hungry 
Souper Bowl of Caring (Sunday, February 7) 
Our junior and senior high students will help collect food to be delivered to the Crisis Center.  Money donations 
will be given to ELCA World Hunger.  You can “vote” with your offering by putting your donation in the bin of 
the team you think will win the Super Bowl or instead, vote that you watch the Super Bowl just to see the  
commercials. 
 
40 Days of Giving Lenten Devotional 
The ELCA is offering this online devotional for the season of Lent.  As we are spiritually nurtured, we in turn, 
can give to others.  If you would like to receive the daily devotion to your email, sign-up here: http://
www.elca.org/40days/Sign-Up. 
 
CROP Walk   (March 20 – Palm Sunday) 
The CROP Walk raises funds for the international hunger and poverty relief efforts of Church World Service. In 
addition, 25% of the funds raised go directly to The Crisis Center.  More information on the walk will be  
available in March. 
 
Noisy Offering during Easter 
Save your change during the season of Lent.  Children can pick up one of the boxes to collect their coins.  Then 
during the weeks of Easter we will have the Noisy Offerings to benefit our local food pantries and ELCA World 
Hunger. 
 
Goosetown Backpack Program 
Every weekend during the school year volunteers at Zion assemble much-needed food for fifty students at  
Horace Mann to take home in their backpacks.  Donations can be made to support the program through Zion 
with Goosetown Backpack written in the memo line.  If you would like to volunteer to help pack the bags or 
transport food, please contact Amanda Carey. 
 
With our prayers, our giving of our time and donations, and even our loose change, we can make a difference 
in Iowa City and across the globe.  May we join our sisters and brothers across the ELCA in working for a world 
in which all are fed. 
 

Pastor Lutz 
 
 

The Present Moment 

file:///C:/Users/Shannon/Documents/BeautifulSavior
http://www.elca.org/40days/Sign-Up
http://www.elca.org/40days/Sign-Up
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Why do New Year’s resolutions fail?  Every year, it seems, we come back with the same list of desires (I want to 
lose weight, work out more) and each year we can never seem to follow through for more than a few weeks.  Is 
it because we lack the will power?  Not necessarily. 
 
A number of studies say that the most effective way to make a change in your life, like a New Year’s resolution, 
is to change your environment.  You want to work out more?  Put your running shoes by the door.  Make the 
process of going to the gym easier. These changes in the environment give you a better chance of following 
through and doing that long enough will build a habit. 
 
Lent is coming, a chance within the church year to make a change in our faith life.  Often people will give up 
something for Lent (chocolate!) and/or they will add something during Lent (daily devotions!).  In both cases, to 
have a better chance of keeping those promises you need to change your environment.  If you give up choco-
late, the environmental change is to not have any around the house and don’t go to chocolate shops!  For daily 
devotions, it might mean signing up for devotions that come to your home or work email (sign-up here http://
www.luthersem.edu/godpause/default.aspx ).  It might mean putting the devotional book right beside your 
bed, or on the bathroom sink.  Somewhere you will encounter it every day.  Whatever it is, just look for the 
small ways you can change your environment to encourage you to be faithful to these changes. 
 
Just like New Year’s Resolutions are meant to provide a means for examining our life and seeing where we 
want to change some things, the season of Lent is an opportunity to examine our spiritual life and see where 
we want to change some things.  You won’t be any more holy if you give up chocolate or add a daily devotion.  
But it just might be a means for the Holy Spirit to enter into your life and guide you to the next ministry you are 
called to.  So why not give it a try? 
 
God’s Blessings, 

Vicar Brian 

Vicar’s View 

http://www.luthersem.edu/godpause/default.aspx
http://www.luthersem.edu/godpause/default.aspx


 

 

 

 

Message from the Council 
Gail Keller, Council President 
The Council met on January 12th.  The EZE project is 
on track and waiting for the glass to come in and be 
installed.  We are hoping for a February completion 
date.  

Lutheran Campus Ministry ‘s constitution and bylaws 
have been approved by the synod which will pave the 
way for them to be readmitted to the U of I Student 
Organizations. Pastor Goettsch will be preaching at 
Zion on April 9th and 10th and will be present during 
the fellowship hour.    

The main topic of the evening was finalizing the  
budget for the next year which will be available in the 
annual report.   Two constitution changes were  
advanced and these will be voted on at the annual 
meeting.  One is to set the quorum at 50 people and 
the other is to increase the amount that the council 
can approve to $20,000.   

The nominating committee has presented the  
following members for election at the annual 
meeting:  Randy Willman(President), Carl Esmann
(Treasurer), Matt Seberger and David Gosse (at-large- 
members). 

It has been a pleasure to serve on the council for the 
last several years.   

Financial Update 
David Schmidt, Treasurer 
December income was $124,156,  a record 
amount!!!  Expenses were high for December, 
but we came in with an excess of $12,822 for the 
2015 year.  Great job Zion givers!! 
Not only was giving great, but Zion members  
contributed over $356,000 to the EZE project.  
Thanks again for your generosity.  With the EZE 
project nearing completion we still have several 
projects ongoing.  The sign project is mid-way.  
We also have to upgrade our sewer ($35,000) The 
Council and the financial committee have taken 
these projects into consideration and are incor-
porated into future spending plans. 
Zion is a great place to work and worship.  Our 
financial condition is very sound.  With your help 
this will continue.  Thanks for your support 
in2015.  Also thanks to the Zion Council and the 
financial working group. 

Congregational Happenings 

February Membership Updates 

 

 Birthdays 

Rokuko Henderson (1); Claudia Horick (2); 
Nancy Cullers (11); Gaye Doeden (15); Dee 

Schornhorst (17); Kris Johnson (21);  
Jean Tack (24)  

 

 
Baptisms 

Olive Hoiland Smith;  
parents are Andrew and Hayley Smith(1/31) 

 
Deaths 

Clarence HIghtshoe (1/8) 
 

  Dec-15 YTD 2015 % BUDGET 

        

INCOME 124,156 916,847 1.00 

EXPENSES 100,579 904,025 1.00 

  Dec-14 YTD 2014 % BUDGET 

        

INCOME 113,677 896,563 1.00 

EXPENSES 70,500 805,409 1.00 



2016 Church Directory-Reserve Your Session! 

Zion Lutheran Church is offering photography sessions for the 2016 church directory.  Please plan to join us in 
2016 as we gather the Zion family together. Reserve a time on the Zion website (www.zionlutheran-ic.org).  
You may also reserve your session in the Narthex, beginning the weekend of February 6 & 7.  Please call the 
office (338-0944) with any questions or if you need assistance with your reservation. 
 
Thursday, February 25: 2-8:30 p.m. 

Friday, February 26: 2-8:30 p.m. 

Saturday, February 27: 10:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. 

Monday, February 29: 2-8:30 p.m. 

Tuesday, March 1: 2-8:30 p.m. 

Thursday, March 3: 2-8:30 p.m. 

Friday, March 4: 2-8:30 p.m. 

Saturday, March 5: 10:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. 

*April Dates are available for snowbirds returning home 

 

¡Ven a la fiesta!-Support Agua Prieta Mission Trip 

Tuesday, February 9 | 6:00 p.m. 
Join us for Martes de Carnaval, Zion's not so traditional Fat Tuesday celebration. Enjoy authentic Midwest  
Mexican cooking, games and activities for the whole family. Suggested donations will fund the Agua Prieta 
Spring Break mission trip, helping to get our team from here-to-there to build a home for a family in need. 
 
February 9, 6-7:30 p.m. at Zion. The meal will be served from 6-7, with activities starting at 7.  
Email karin.bursch@gmail.com with questions or to help! 

Congregational Happenings 

mailto:karin.bursch@gmail.com?subject=Fiesta%20Dinner


Evening with the Bishop 
All are welcome as congregations of the Southeastern Iowa Synod gather for an evening meal and to share  
stories of life and ministry. Bishop Burk will share his own thoughts and hopes for our life together as church 
and facilitate conversation about how our connections to one another in Christ can bring to expression a bold 
and hopeful witness to our communities and to the whole world…all in the name of Jesus. 

Sunday, February 28, 2016 | 4:30-7:00 p.m. | Our Savior’s Lutheran Church, Cedar Rapids, IA  
 

This is a free event, dinner will be provided, please bring a can of soup to donate to the local food pantry or a 
financial donation for ELCA World Hunger. 

Zion Helping Liberian School 
For the second year in a row, Zion members have stepped up to give what they can to help the Liberty Chris-
tian Institute. The total amount raised this year through the combined efforts of the Saur Kraut Supper and the 
Alternative Christmas Fair was $2,310. This money will be sent to Rev. John Troseh in Ganta, Liberia and will be 
used to fund the efforts at his small community school. In Troseh’s own words: “Every year we recruit students 
in two categories, vulnerable and now Ebola affected, and we raise money for them in order to acquire quality 
and of course Christian education.  For the 2015/2016 school year, we finally recruited the total of 79 stu-
dents.” The average cost of tuition per student this year was $100. Thank you Zion members for your part in 
helping to fundraise these efforts! 

If you would like more information on the school, or our connection to Liberia, please feel free to contact Libby 
Casavant  and of course, donations are always welcome and can be paid to Zion Lutheran Church with “Liberia” 
in the memo line. 

Congregational Happenings 

Administration and staff at the school in Liberia. 
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February Music Schedule 
Sunday, February 7 (Transfiguration):  Senior Choir and Zion Brass 

Wednesday, February. 10 (Ash Wednesday):  Senior Choir 

Friday, February 12:        Senior Choir with Bobby McFerrin at Riverside Casino 

Saturday, February 13:  St. Olaf Choir Concert at St. Patrick Church 

Sunday, February 14:   Special piano music with Chuck Michaelson 

Wednesday, February 17:  Choristers and Junior Choir 

Sunday, February 21:   Choristers and Junior Choir and Zion Bell Choir 

Wednesday, February 24  Women’s Chorus 

Sunday, February 28:  Senior Choir and Zion Brass 

St. Olaf Choir Concert 
“When they opened their mouths to sing, an even wall of sound emerged: words clear, notes true. But more 
than that, the notes were felt…(The St. Olaf Choir is) good because of its remarkable balance and mellow tone…
It’s good because of its dynamic shadings: its ability to sustain, then build from, nearly inaudible pianos, or to 
distinguish between a forte and a fortissimo…Dr. Armstrong, the group’s leader since 1990, is clearly a gifted 
choral director–and a teacher to the core”~The New York Times 

The St. Olaf Choir, highly acclaimed by the New York Times, is coming to Iowa City on Saturday, February 13. 
The concert will be at St. Patrick Catholic Church, 4330 St. Patrick Drive at 7:30 p.m. This concert is part of the 
annual winter tour which takes them to Kansas, Texas, Tennessee, Oklahoma and Iowa. The tour program  
features sacred and secular masterpieces, as well as works for chorus and organ. The St. Olaf College organist 
and Assistant Professor of Organ and Church Music, James E. Bobb, will be travelling with the choir. 

Program highlights include the premier performance of André Thomas’ Credo, which Thomas hopes to  
incorporate into another mass in gospel style. 

Tickets are available at Zion Lutheran Church and online at http://wp.stolaf.edu/tickets/.  
Prices are: Adult-$25.00, students- $10.00 and 15% off groups of ten or more. 

 

Zion Senior Choir and Bobby McFerrin 

Riverside Casino is a rather unusual venue for Zion’s Senior Choir!  Bobby McFerrin will be appearing at  
Riverside as a scheduled Hancher event and appearing with Bobby McFerrin and singing one of his well known 
selections, the 23rd psalm, will be the Zion Senior Choir. The concert is Friday, February 12 at 7:30 p.m. 

 

Bobby McFerrin is a ten time Grammy winner best known for his amazing vocal techniques: scat singing, impro-
vised vocal percussion, fluid singing while using considerable jumps in pitch, and polyphonic overtone singing. 
He has recorded regularly as an unaccompanied vocal soloist. He has also worked with professional musicians 
such as Herbie Hancock, drummer Tony Williams and Yo-Yo Ma in both jazz and classical genres. “Don’t Worry, 
Be Happy” was a pop hit and won Bobby Song of the Year and Record of the year honors at the 1989 Grammy 
awards.  
 

Come to the Riverside Casino and Golf Resort Event Center on February 12 and enjoy this very special concert.  
This concert will be the last in the series of post flood venues for Hancher! 

Worship Happenings 
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FEBRUARY 2016 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 

7:00p Prayer Group 

2 
6:30a Men’s Bible Study 
 
5:30p Men’s Ministry 
Team 
5:30p Mann Family 
Learning Night   
6:00p Mental Health Tm 
6:30p Bell Choir 
7:00p Global Missions 

3 
 
8:30a Shalom 
9:00a Quilters 
9:00a Wed. AM Bible 
Study 
9:45a Staff Meeting 
6:00p Choristers/Jr. 
Choir 
6:45p Confirmation 

4 
 
11:00a Communion 
@ Briarwood 
 
3:00p Communion@ 
Oaknoll 
6:30p Senior Choir 
6:30p Stephen  
Ministry Training 
8:00p Zion Brass 

5 
 
7:00p Friday Fun 
Night for Jr. High 

6 
 
5:15p Worship 

7  
8:15a & 10:45a 
Worship 
9:30a Fellowship 
9:30a Learning 
10:15a HS Choir 
10:45a Reception of 
New Members 
12:00p Annual 
Meeting/Luncheon 
4:00p Free Lunch Prep 
 
6:00p HS Youth Group 

8  
 
9:30a SAHM’s Group 
11:00a Free Lunch 
 
7:00p Stephen  
Ministry Supervision 

9 
6:30a Men’s Bible Study 
10:00a Prayer Shawl 
Ministry 
 
2:00p Home  
Communion Team 
5:30p Fat Tuesday Fiesta 
5:30p Mann Family 
Learning Night 
6:30p Bell Choir 
6:30p Journeymen Bible 
Study 

10 
8:30a Shalom 
9:00a Quilters 
9:00a Wed. AM Bible 
Study 
9:45a Staff Meeting 
6:00p Choristers/Jr. 
Choir 
6:00p Family Lenten 
Worship Series 
6:45p Confirmation 

11 
 
 
6:30p Stephen  
Ministry Training 
6:30p Senior Choir 
8:00p Zion Brass 

12 

11:00a Zion Choir 

Practice 

7:30p Zion Choir 

w/Bobby McFarin 

@Riverside Casino 

 

13 

 
5:15p Worship 
7:00p St. Olaf 
Choir @ St.  
Patrick Church 

14  
8:15a & 10:45a 
Worship 
9:30a Fellowship 
9:30a Learning 
10:15a HS Choir 
 
6:00p HS Youth Group 

15 

11:30p Senior Singles 

7:00p Prayer Group 

 
 

16  
6:30a Men’s Bible Study 
9:30a Gather Bible Study 
5:00p Property Team 
5:30p Men’s Ministry 
Team 
5:30p Mann Family 
Learning Night 
 
6:30p Bell Choir 
7:00p Stewardship 

17 
8:30a Shalom 
9:00a Quilters 
9:00a Wed. AM Bible 
Study 
9:45a Staff Meeting 
6:00p Choristers/Jr. 
Choir 
6:00p Family Lenten 
Worship Series 
6:45p Confirmation 

18 
 
 
6:30p Stephen  
Ministry Training 
6:30p Senior Choir 
8:00p Zion Brass 
 
 
 

19 
 
11:30a Prime  
Timers 

20 

8:00a Men’s  
Ministry  
Breakfast 
 
9:00a Health & 
Caring Training 
 
5:15p Worship 

21  
8:15a & 10:45a 
Worship 
9:30a Fellowship 
9:30a Learning 
10:15a HS Choir 
 
2:00p Council Retreat 
6:00p HS Youth Group 

22  
 
9:30a SAHM’s Group 
 
6:45p Women’s 
Reading Group 
7:00p Stephen  
Ministry Supervision 

23 
6:30a Men’s Bible Study 
 
5:30p Mann Family 
Learning Night 
6:30p Bell Choir 
6:30p Journeymen Bible 
Study 
 
 
 

24 
8:30a Shalom 
9:00a Quilters 
9:00a Wed. AM Bible 
Study 
9:45a Staff Meeting 
6:00p Choristers/Jr. 
Choir 
6:00p Family Lenten 
Worship Series 
6:45p Confirmation 

25  
 
6:15p Communion 
Instruction 
6:30p Stephen  
Ministry Training 
6:30p Senior Choir 
8:00p Zion Brass 

26  27 

 

5:15p Worship 

 

28   
8:15a & 10:45a 
Worship 
9:30a Fellowship 
9:30a Learning 
10:15a HS Choir 
 
6:00p HS Youth Group 
7:00p ZAGNUTS Game 
Night @Knutsons 
 

29  
 
2-8:30p Pictorial  
Directory Photos 

     



Worship Highlights for February 2016 
The Transfiguration of our Lord – February 7 

 Saturday 5:15 p.m., Sunday 8:15 a.m. & 10:45 a.m. 

 Putting Away the Alleluias 

 Souper Bowl of Caring 

 Receiving of New Members – 8:15 Worship 

 Baptism of Linden Moore – 10:45 Worship 
 

Ash Wednesday – February 10 

 Imposition of Ashes & Holy Communion – 7:00 p.m. 

 Lenten Family Worship in the Parish Hall – 6:00-6:20 p.m. 

 Soup Supper in Parish Hall – 5:30-6:30 p.m. 

 Lenten Study in the Spirit Center – 5:45-6:45 p.m. 
 

1st Sunday in Lent – February 14 

 Saturday 5:15 p.m., Sunday 8:15 a.m. & 10:45 a.m. 

 Installation of New Church Council – 8:15 Worship 
 

Wednesday Lenten Vespers – February 17 

 Evening Prayer – 7:00 p.m. 

 Lenten Study in the Spirit Center – 5:45-6:45 p.m. 

 
2nd Sunday in Lent – February 21 

 Saturday 5:15 p.m., Sunday 8:15 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.  

 

Wednesday Lenten Vespers – February 24 

 Evening Prayer – 7:00 p.m. 

 Lenten Study in the Spirit Center – 5:45-6:45 p.m. 
 

3rd Sunday in Lent – February 28  

 Saturday 5:15 pm, Sunday 8:15 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.  
 

Installation of Sarah Goettsch, Pastor for  

Lutheran Campus Ministry, Iowa City 
Thursday, February 18 | 7:00 p.m. 
Service of Installation for Reverend Sarah Goettsch as Campus Pastor for Lutheran Campus Ministry at the Uni-
versity of Iowa will be held at Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, Iowa City (123 East Market Street).  Rev. Eric Carlson 
will be officiating.  
 
All are invited to a potluck supper prior to the service at 5:30 p.m. in Gloria Dei's lower level, Fellowship Hall. 
 
Refreshments will be served, following the service, at an open house at Christus House, home to Lutheran 
Campus Ministry, Iowa City (located next door to Gloria Dei). 
 
 

Worship Happenings 



“O God, you are my God; eagerly I seek you; my soul thirsts for you, my flesh faints for you, as in a dry and  
weary land where there is no water.”  Psalm 63:1 

 

This year as we journey through Lent, we join the psalmist in our hunger and thirst for God.  Through the  
Scriptures of this season, we encounter scene after scene of God providing food for his people and the  
people’s need to rely upon him:  Jesus famished and being tested in the wilderness, the Israelites offering God 
their first fruits after entering the Promised Land, the prophet Isaiah asking us why we spend our money on 
that which is not bread, the manna ceasing after Israel is settled in the Promised Land, and Jesus being  
chastised for welcoming sinners and eating with them.  As Jesus sets his face towards Jerusalem and heads to 
the cross, we travel with him noting our own hunger and deep reliance on God.  Listed below are ways that we 
can feast upon spiritual food this Lent and draw near the one who gave us his body and blood as food and 
drink. 

 

Lenten Devotionals 
Lenten devotionals for adults and families are available in the Narthex.  Also, there is an online devotional 
through the ELCA World Hunger’s 40 Days of Giving.  People will be able to sign up to receive the devotional 
via email through a link in Zion’s E-news and updates will be made on our Facebook page. 
 

Putting Away the Alleluias 
February 7 | Both Worship Services 
Children will help put away the word, “Alleluia,” which we will not sing or say in worship during the season of 
Lent.  As we celebrate Jesus’ victory over the grave on Easter Sunday, the children will help us bring out the 
Alleluias again. 
 
Sundays in Lent 
We will be introducing Setting 9 from the ELW which fits the prayerful mood of this season.  As we sing the 
Kyrie (Lord, have mercy) and the Sanctus (Lamb of God), we join all Christians in remembering Christ’s offering 
of his life and seeking his mercy for our world. 
 

Lenten Adult Book Study  

February 10, 17, 24 March 2, 9, 16 | 5:45 p.m. |  Spirit Center, Lower Level 
We will discuss the book, “The Last Week: What the Gospels Really Teach About Jesus’ Final Days,” by Marcus 
Borg and John Crossan.  The book explores Jesus’ last week leading up to his crucifixion and other events  
happening simultaneously in Jerusalem and the Roman world. Books will be available in the narthex on the  
Sundays preceding the class. 
 

Lenten Family Worship – Ash Wednesday 

February 10| 6:00 – 6:20 p.m. 
This worship service is designed for families with young children in mind. Children will learn to sing a new song, 
families will help lead worship by reading a Bible story to the group, and everyone that wants to will be able to 
play a percussion instrument in our drumming circle.  Families could come to supper @ 5:30, worship at 6:00, 
and be on their way home by 6:25 p.m.  Worship is in the Parish Hall.  Easy! 
 

Ash Wednesday 

Wednesday, February 10 | 7:00 .m. | Nave 
Service of Confession, Imposition of Ashes, and Holy Communion. 

 

Lenten Vespers  

February 17, 24 March 2, 9, 16 | 7:00 p.m. | Nave 

Wednesdays in Lent, the evening worship will provide a time of prayer and silence to quiet ourselves before 
God.  Our lay speakers (Steve Nelson, Karen Rietz, Kristi Ferguson, Warren Boe, Michelle Wikner) will speak to 
their own experience and hunger for God. 
 

Worship Happenings 

http://www.amazon.com/Last-Week-Gospels-Really-Jerusalem/dp/0060872608/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1454010101&sr=8-1&keywords=The+Last+Week%3A+What+the+Gospels+Really+Teach+About+Jesus%E2%80%99+Final+Days


Learning Happenings 

Adult Learning: January 2016 

February 7, 2016 | Gathering Room 

The New Prison Ministry Program of the Southeast Iowa Synod 
Presenters:  Carol Friederich and Jon Strand  
 

February 14 & 21 | Nave 
J.S.Bach – Let yourself be inspired by this most Lutheran of composers 
Presenter:  Charles Velte 
 

February 28 | Spirit Center 

Book Study on “You Are Not Your Illness” 
Presenters: Diane Baumbach and Lisa Foster 
Books will be available the week before the class starts. 
 

Love Bach? Or…Want to Learn More? 
J.S. Bach, as recent research suggests, may have been quite cantankerous and unpleasant, an aggressive per-
son who constantly challenged authority and who didn't suffer fools gladly. But from Bach's music, one en-
counters a saintly figure, brimming with consolation and hope. Charles Velte's Adult Learning presentations 
concentrate on Bach's music, not his person. Try to attend one or both of these sessions between services on 
Valentine's Day and again on February 21st—and let yourself be  inspired by this most Lutheran of composers. 
 

Zion Library News 

The Zion library contains many works by authors who would be classified as secular but who have much to 
convey about faith and spirituality.  Geraldine Brooks is one such author.  She is known primarily as a writer of 
historical fiction (for which she has won a Pulitzer Prize) but admits that religion “keeps popping up” in her 
work.  Her personal life is a reflection of this sense that there is an inescapable presence of the divine.  She 
grew up in an Irish Catholic family in Australia and attended Catholic schools through high school before  
becoming disillusioned by the church’s attitudes toward women.  After, as she puts it, “traveling happily as an 
agnostic” for a number of years she came to the United States to study journalism and met fellow student 
Tony Horwitz.  They fell in love and got married.  Horwitz is Jewish and Brooks, feeling an attraction to the  
history of the Jewish people, decided to convert to Judaism so the couple’s children would be Jewish.  Her 
decision was inspired more by history than spirituality but she soon found herself immersed in the Jewish 
practice of frequent prayer.  She admits she is not sure “who is listening” but her devotion to prayer has  
become a central part of her life. 

Our library contains two of Brooks’ books: People of the Book and Caleb’s Crossing.  The former is a fictional 
account of the Sarajevo Haggadah, a 600-year-old Jewish manuscript, which has survived the Inquisition, the 
Holocaust and the Bosnian War and was several times saved through the efforts of persons of the Muslim 
faith.  The latter is an imagined tale of Caleb Cheeshahteaumuck, the son of a Wampanoag Indian chieftain in 
early Massachusetts, who befriends a young Puritan girl, converts to Christianity and in 1665 becomes the first 
Native American graduate of Harvard College.  Both of these books have strong female leading characters.  
Hanna Heath is a rare book expert who finds a number of tiny artifacts in the binding of the Haggadah and she 
begins to investigate how they got there and what they mean.  And Bethia Mayfield is the young Puritan 
woman who defies convention and influences Caleb to devote his life to learning.  I invite you to read either of 
these or any of the many other excellent books in the adult fiction section of the library.       

Rick Brenner           

 

 

http://www.amazon.com/People-Book-Novel-Geraldine-Brooks/dp/0143115006/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1454010147&sr=8-1&keywords=People+of+the+Book
http://www.amazon.com/Calebs-Crossing-Novel-Geraldine-Brooks/dp/0143121073/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1454010171&sr=8-1&keywords=Caleb%E2%80%99s+Crossing


Junior High Friday Fun 

Night 
Friday, February 5 | 7:00 p.m. 
7th and 8th graders come to the Friday Fun Night on 
February 5th! Food, fun, games, and friends will all 
be there! 
 

High School Youth 

Group 
Sunday, February 7 | 6:00 p.m. 
Come help make Valentine’s Day cards for the VA! 
We’ll meet in the Youth Room. 
 

Sunday, February 14 | 6:00 p.m. 
Valentine’s Day Party! Come enjoy fun heart-filled 
games and activities in the Youth Room! 
 

Sunday, February 28 | 6:00 p.m. 
The finals will be over, so lets relax and have a mov-
ie night! We’ll meet in the Youth Room. 
 

Save the Date- February 21 

Confest is a gathering of confirmation age youth 
from across southeastern Iowa to grow in faith 
through fun, games, learning, and service! For more 
information, email Ethan at or visit  
http://seiasynod.org/confest. 
 
 

SAHM’s Meet-Up 
Mon., February 8 & 22 | 9:30 a.m. 
We’ll meet in the Gathering Room at Zion. All stay 
at home parents/caregivers welcomed.  Bring your 
kiddo if they are still home with you. If they’ve gone 
off to school on Mondays, come on your own. 
Friends always welcome! 
 
Snacks for kiddos & coffee for grownups provided.  
Questions? Mary Merulla. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

9th Annual 

ZAGNUTS 
Just-for-fun game night 

137 S. Mount Vernon Drive, Iowa City 

Sunday, February 28 - 7:00 pm - ?? 

Yes! That’s Leap Day’s Eve 

Fellowship and fun games to learn/play: 
Card games  -  Board games  -  Word games 

Bring your favorite 
No prizes – just fun 

Everyone’s welcome! 
Bring a snack… sweet, salty, low-fat, high-fat…

whatever you want to share. 

Beverages will be provided 

Sign up today! 

Hosted by: 

Gene & Carole Knutson/338-8442     
      

Ken & Barb Gamb/351-9205 

 

Senior Singles 
Mon., February 15 | 11:30 a.m. 
Senior Singles will meet at Cheddar’s in Coralville for 
lunch and fellowship. 

 
Prime Timers 
Fri., January 19| 11:30 a.m. 
Prime Timers will meet at Blackstone in Iowa City for 
lunch and fellowship. 

 

 

 

Intergenerational Happenings 
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Save the Date! 
Vacation Bible School for Preschool age children 
through 5th grade will be June 20-24, 2016.  Please 
add this joyful and fun week to your family calendar 
as you begin planning for summer vacation.   
 

 The Preschool program meets 9:00 a.m. to 
11:30 a.m. and is for children age 3 to those 
entering Kindergarten. 
 

 The Day Camp meets 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
and is for children completing Kindergarten 
through 5th grade.  Caring college age counse-
lors from Camp Ewalu staff our day camp. 

 
VBS is a team effort in which Ewalu counselors, Zion 
volunteers, parents, and campers serve together to 
make the program exciting and enriching.  Youth 
and adult volunteers are essential for another won-
derful, faith filled week of VBS.  We’re looking for a 
team of five to seven special people to plan the Day 
Camp program.  In addition, we’ll need volunteer 
teachers to plan and staff the morning Preschool 
program.  Planning teams will get together several 
times in the month of April during the Sunday 
School hour.  Please consider joining us!  For more 
information, contact Pam Cantrell at 319-338-0944.  
 
 

Palm Sunday Fair 
March 20 | 9:30 – 10:30 a.m. 
Come and celebrate the wonder of Holy Week!  
Children and adults of all ages are invited to learn 
more about our Holy Week journey through a varie-
ty of hands-on crafts and activities.  Fun, interactive 
learning stations will be spread throughout the Par-
ish Hall as we mark the beginning of Holy Week.   
 
If you enjoy planning and/or making arts and crafts, 
please consider helping plan the activities and 
learning stations for the Palm Sunday Fair.  This 
event is for both kids and grown-ups and will be 
held during the Sunday School hour.  To learn more, 
please contact Pam Cantrell.  
  
 

March Sunday School 

Schedule 
March 13 Spring Break – No Sunday School 
March 20 Palm Sunday Fair – No Sunday School 
March 27 Easter – No Sunday School 
See you in April! 

 

Milestone Ministry 
A milestone is a meaningful, memorable moment.  It 
is a marker along life’s journey that says, “This is 
something important and God is here, too.”  As part 
of our Milestone Ministry, the following second 
grade children were presented with new Bibles on 
Sunday, January 24 at the 8:15 a.m. worship service.  
Before receiving the Bibles, the children and their 
parents participated in a two session workshop led 
by Karen Rietz.  Bibles were lovingly provided by the 
people of Zion. Included with each new Bible was a 
bookplate in beautiful calligraphy given to the chil-
dren by Nancy Jones and Mike Hovland.   
 

Emerson Claire Adams 

Madelyn Grace Cook 

Henry Lee Elser 

Mark Thomas Elwer 

Grace Linda Fincham 

Aaron Jeffryes Flynn 

Madelyn Gunderson 

Alexander James Herbold 

Rowyn Luella Maas 

Clara Johnson Meehan 

Abigail Grace Sigafoose 

Ely James Smock 

Garrett Lee Vogt 

Lachlan Paul Williamson 

Elliana Marie Ziegelbein 

  

Intergenerational Happenings 
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Outreach Happenings 
 

 

 

 

 

The Souper Bowl of Caring began more than 25 years ago as the result of the brainstorming of a church youth 
group.  Since that day, more than $110 million has been raised for local charities across the country through 
Souper Bowl of Caring.   Through this event, young people can learn what it’s like to make a positive differ-
ence in the world – as they collect food and raise money for local and international charities.   
 

This year, the youth of Zion are participating in the Souper Bowl of Caring and here’s what we are asking of 
the congregation.   
 

On Super Bowl Weekend, February 6-7, please bring $1 and 1 non-perishable food item per person in your 
household with you to worship.  All cash donations will go to support ELCA World Hunger and the food items 
will go to support the Crisis Center food bank.  Larger donations are certainly welcome. 
 

While the collection of much needed support is important, we also want to have some fun with this.  So, there 
will be three different receptacles in the narthex for the cash donations.  One for each of the teams playing in 
the Super Bowl and one labeled “I just watch for the commercials”.  Place your donation in the container to 
show who you think will win the game, or to state the reason you watch.  We’re also exploring this option for 
the food donations. 
 

For more information on the Souper Bowl of Caring you can go to souperbowl.org. This activity is also part of 
our support for the ELCA churchwide campaign, Always Being Made New.  For more information you can go to 
www.elca.org/Our-Work/Campaign-for-the-ELCA. 
 

Compeer Program: Sound of Friendship 
Saturday, February 20 | 7:30 p.m. 
The mission of the Compeer Program is to reduce the loneliness and isolation of adults living with mental ill-
ness by creating supported friendships with trained community volunteers.  For 15 years the Compeer Pro-
gram has supported this mission with funds raised by the “Sound of Friendship.”   This annual dessert concert 
will take place on Saturday, February 20, 2016 at 7:30 at Our Redeemer Lutheran Church.  Pre-concert music 
of pianist Al Zimmerman will be followed first by Kol Shira performing a rich diversity of international music 
bringing warmth, harmony, and soul; then by touring musician and recording artist Jeff Rohlwing joined by 
fellow musician, Ed Boswell; and concluding with Two Bit Maniac, a trio of local artists, Aimee Underwood, 
Jeff Roush, and Laurie Haag bringing back the golden age of Rhythm and Blues.   Please join the performers 
and Compeer Board for gourmet desserts following the concert.  Tickets are $20 each and may be purchased 
on-line or by contacting the Compeer Office at 383-6264.  Tickets will also be available at the door. 
 

Women & Justice 
Sunday, February 21 | 2:00 p.m. 
Please join us for a screening and discussion of the powerful movie, "The Invisible War," about sexual assault 
in the military.  It will be at Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, in North Liberty.  Popcorn and beverages will be  
provided.  Admission is free; all are welcome.  

https://souperbowl.org/
file:///C:/Users/Shannon/Documents/BeautifulSavior
https://sof.yapsody.com/


Health & Caring Happenings 

Respite Care Prayer Group for Caregivers 

Sunday, February 14 | 9:30 a.m. – 10:30 a.m. 

This group is intended to be a time of respite and meditation specifically for  
caregivers. How do you know if you are a caregiver? If you are responsible for the 
tending to of any child, adult, senior; if you could make use  of the strengthening  
experience of prayer in your role; if you are parent, spouse, professional, friend, 
child, all are welcome. 
 
An organizing session is being planned for Sunday between services on February 14 in 
the conference room on the upper level at Zion. Regular group meetings will begin at 
a later date. These quiet times will be held in the Spirit Center downstairs and a time 
for socialization, if desired, is optional after the meeting.  It will be an open ended 
experience where people can come at any time. Your ideas are welcome at the initial meeting and if you can-
not come at that time but wish to involve yourself, you can contact one of the Pastors, Diane Baumbach or 
Janis Bultman. 
  

Health & Caring Ministries Volunteers Training 

& Appreciation Event 

Saturday, February 20 | 9:00 a.m. – 10:30 a.m. 
Volunteers who serve in the Health & Caring Ministries, as well as those who are interested in serving and 
would like to learn more, should plan on attending the Volunteer Training & Appreciation Event on Saturday, 
February 20, 2016.  Our Keynote Speaker will be Patty Tillman, diaconal minister and chaplain with Genesis 
Hospitals in the Quad Cities. Contact Mary Merulla with any questions.  

mailto:dbaumbach@me.com?subject=Respite%20Prayer%20Group
mailto:jjmcfuzz@msn.com?subject=Respite%20Care%20Prayer%20Group
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Contact Us  

Office Hours:  

Monday-Thursday   

8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.  

Friday:  

 8:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.  

Tel: 319-338-0944   

Email: office@zionlutheran-ic.org 

Website: www.zionlutheran-ic.org 

 

Zion Lutheran Church 

310 N. Johnson Street 

Iowa City, Iowa  52245 

http://www.facebook.com/zioniowacity 

http://www.instagram.com/zioniowacity 

Ministers 

All Members 

Council 

Gail Keller, President 

Nicole Vogt, Vice President 

Katie Martin, Secretary 

Dave Schmidt, Treasurer 

Connie Brinton 

Curt Nedoba 

Matt Seberger 

Ann Roller 

Leslie Veit 

Pastors 

Mark Pries, Senior Pastor 

Jennifer Lutz, Associate Pastor 

Brian Middleswarth, Vicar 

Zion is a Reconciling in Christ Congregation 
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