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Celebration of Ministries 2019 
October 6 | 10:00 a.m.  
Celebration Farm, 4696 Robin Woods Ln NE, Iowa City  

 
 Enjoy worship outdoors, followed by lunch and activities hosted by Zion Ministry 

Teams (bounce house too)! 

 Seating is available in the amphitheater for worship, but feel free to bring a  
blanket or lawn chairs for the grass area around the amphitheater. 

 Bring your Estimate of Giving card...it’s also our yearly Stewardship Sunday 
(extra cards will be available at the celebration). 

 RSVP online at www.zionlutheran-ic.org or at the Welcome Center to help us 
plan for worship and meal.  

 

Zion Hunger Ministries Weekend October 12 & 13 

At the services on October 12 and 13, Zion will be celebrating its Hunger Ministries. 

Annually, Zion conducts a Bread for the World Offering of Letters.  Bread for the 
World is a Christian organization that advocates for domestic and foreign assistance 
hunger programs.  Steve Panther will present more about Bread for the World and 
its 2019 campaign Better Nutrition, Better Life during the learning hour.  Zion mem-
bers will be asked to write letters to Senators Grassley and Ernst urging them to 
support increasing our country’s leadership and funding for global nutrition.  Nutri-
tion is the most cost-effective investment to drive global health and prosperity.   

Free Lunch Program 
On the second Monday of each month, Zion volunteers have been serving good 
food and hospitality through the Free Lunch Program.  Respecting the dignity of the 
guests has been the cornerstone of this service. "An open door, a full plate, no 
questions asked." Zion volunteers are committed to the principle of unconditional 
respect and hospitality for those they serve. 

Goosetown Pantry 
To help Horace Mann Elementary School families meet their food needs, Zion  
volunteers will operate the Goosetown Pantry and a Backpack Buddies program at 
the school.  The volunteers will stock and run the food pantry.  The Backpack Bud-
dies program provides Horace Mann School children who qualify for free or  
reduced-price meals a sack of healthy and easy-to-prepare foods. Both the 
Goosetown Food Pantry and the Backpack Buddies program will begin in October. 

Zion and Mann will need volunteers for the pantry management, distribution,  
receiving and stocking product in the pantry.  Thanks to the people who have  
donated the backpacks for the project! 

Program Staff: 

 Pastor Susan Debner 

sdebner@zionlutheran-ic.org 

 Pastor Jennifer Lutz 

jlutz@zionlutheran-ic.org 

 Mary Merulla 

mary@zionlutheran-ic.org 

 Maggie Atkinson 

maggie@zionlutheran-ic.org 

 Pam Cantrell  

pam@zionlutheran-ic.org 

 Melanie Sigafoose 

melanie@zionlutheran-ic.org 

 Marlys Boote 

marlys@zionlutheran-ic.org 
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I love this photograph from Wilson’s Orchard.  This picture, 
taken during the harvest season, shows how incredibly prolific 
apple trees can be.  Even after the pickers have come through 
the orchard and filled their baskets to overflowing, there are 
enough apples left over to carpet the ground underneath the 
trees.  It’s hard for me to fathom what these trees accomplish.  
Taking sunshine, water, nutrients in the soil, and time, they 
create these delicious, sweet apples and produce them in 
overwhelming quantities.   
 
For a while I have kept this photograph pinned up in my office.  

It is a wonderful reminder of how the apple tree reflects the nature of its creator.  Our God is a God of generos-
ity.  God does not give out grace in careful, measured portions as if God had to make sure there was enough to 
go around.  No, God doles out grace in overabundant supply.  We are given more than we need, more than we 
could ever possibly use. 
 
As we move through this time of harvest, we celebrate this theme of generosity as a church family.  At our  
Celebration of Ministries on October 6 we will give thanks for all the ways that God has blessed us as a  
congregation.  With the resources we have and the amazing gifts of people in our community, we resemble the 
apple trees at Wilson’s Orchard.  God has been very generous to us.  And the good news is that this generosity  
transforms us!  Knowing that we have more than enough from God, we, in turn, are generous to others.  
 
I see this spirit of generosity in the many ways that you support Zion’s ministry within and outside of our walls.   
God transforms our abundance into hope, justice, food on the table, Sunday School smiles, hugs and words of 
comfort to others.  Through the myriad ways we are generous, Jesus comes to those who need him, and God’s 
generous giving continues.  As we move through October, we will continue to revisit this theme. On October 
13, with Hunger Sunday, we will learn about food insecurity in our community and how we can advocate for 
their needs.  This same day we will live out our generosity as we bless hundreds of quilts to be sent through 
Lutheran World Relief to those who need their comfort and warmth.  On October 20, Health and Caring  
Sunday, we will give thanks to God for all who are called to care for others in their daily lives as caregivers, in 
their professions, and through Zion’s Caring Ministries.   
 
I am so grateful for the many ways you embody God’s generosity, for how you resemble the apple tree.   
May we continue to receive God’s abundance and be part of God’s grace poured out on this world.   
 
~Pastor Jennifer Lutz 

This Present Moment 
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My friend and mentor, Dick Borrud, often used the metaphor of a river to describe ministry. He would say, "No 
matter when you join a congregation, you will always be midstream: God will have worked in that place and 
those people before you were there, and God will continue acting with and through them long after you leave. 
You are always stepping into moving waters." 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As I have been growing in my familiarity of Zion's many faces and names and ministries and dreams, I find  
myself remembering this wisdom often. Zion certainly is a wonderful, wide and deep river of God-on-the-
move! Thank you for your patience and support as I dive into the moving water with you.  

As might be expected, I will occasionally misstep. Things will get missed or mussed or moved. Some moves are 
sure to delight some and annoy others, I know. I appreciate hearing from you when you have concerns or ideas 
or questions. I also love the chance to get to know people better through longer conversations. To borrow a 
phrase from our synod, we are "in this together," and I am thankful for every opportunity to get to know you, 
our congregation and our community better. 

~Pastor Susan  

 
Pastor Susan is always looking to connect with people and get to know you better. Please feel free to email her 
at sdebner@zionlutheran-ic.org or call the office for a time to get together (319-338-0944). She also texts  
(612-239-8968). 

Midstream: A Note from Pastor Susan 

mailto:sdebner@zionlutheran-ic.org
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Congregational Happenings 

Sunday, September 15, 2019 Jason Hagedorn of 
the Zion Finance Committee presented a brief 
review of Zion’s finances and the development of 
a new financial monitoring tool based on net 
cash available. He presented a list of seven  
Recommended Actions which are in various  
stages of activity.  For example, one is a review of 
restricted accounts.  This presentation was 
attended by more than fifty people and was very 
well received with a number of questions and 
comments. 

Sunday, October 20, 2019 a “Coffee with  
Council” is scheduled at 9:30 am. This will be an 
opportunity for an update on the finance  
discussion.  It will also be an opportunity to ask 
questions about Zion’s Council activities and to 
provide input on topics of interest.  

Message from Council 
Steve Nelson, Council President 

Membership Updates 

 

Birthdates 

Priscilla Jacobsen (10/2), Jean Manasmith (10/4), 
Betty Norbeck (10/5),  Carol Nedoba (10/6),  Norm 

Doeden (10/10), Jerry Hollander (10/10), Eldo 
Schornhorst (10/14), Bruce Friedrich (10/20), Marilyn 

Larson (10/21), Jim Johnson (10/24),  
Judith Sutherland (10/24), Marv Mueller (10/31) 

 
Births 

Edwin Luther Tomlinson; 
parents are Brandon and Johanna Tomlinson (9/16) 

Message from the Treasurer 

Ed Scheetz, Treasurer 

Thanks to all that donated to the All Are Welcome 
campaign. We are working on the campaign report 
showing income and  expenses and will be pre-
senting this to Council soon.     
I hope you found the Finance Committee  
presentation on September 15 informative and  
helpful.     

  Aug-19 YTD 2019 % BUDGET % w/o Repairs 

Income      70,193       775,527  73% 63% 

Expense   110,748       727,410  69% 61% 

  Aug-18 YTD 2018 % BUDGET  

Income      78,639       722,352  67%  

Expense      84,738       881,947  83%  

Our Church Directory is  

Getting an Update! 

Plan now to schedule a time for your family to be 
a part of the new church directory.   
Session options are:   
 
October 11-12; October 24-26.  You can schedule 
online  or schedule your session at the Welcome 
Center on Sunday.  Schedule your appointment 
today as times are filling fast! 

If you are available to help check members in 
for photo sessions, please contact the office at  
319-338-0944.  This is an opportunity to get to 
know your fellow Zion family members! 

If you have any questions or need help  
scheduling your appointment, please call the 
office at 319-338-0944 and Jenn or Shannon are 
happy to help. 

Endowment Fund Applications 

Due Tuesday, October 15 
The 2019 distribution for use through 2020 is up to 
$20,500.  Granted dollars not spent by the end of 
2020 will be retained by the Zion’s Endowment 
Fund.  Granted dollars can only be used for the  
original purpose of the application. The dollars  
cannot be used for meeting budgeted expenses or 
debt reduction. 
 
Complete the  form (forms are located at the  
Welcome Center) and submit it by email to the  
Mission Funds Committee by October 15, 2019.   
Please use the email address of dnrevier@aol.com.   

 

https://booknow-lifetouch.appointment-plus.com/b0bte7vx/
mailto:dnrevier@aol.com
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Worship Happenings 

Worship Highlights for October 2019 

17th Sunday after Pentecost – October 6  
 Only One Service at Celebration Farm (4696 Robin Woods Lane NE Iowa City) 

 Worship on Sunday at 10:00 a.m. followed by Food & Activities 

 

18th Sunday after Pentecost – October 13 
 Saturday 5:15 p.m., Sunday 8:15 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.  

 Hunger Sunday 

 Blessing of Quilts for Lutheran World Relief 

 Noisy Offering 

 

19th Sunday after Pentecost – October 20 
 Saturday 5:15 p.m., Sunday 8:15 a.m. & 10:45 a.m. 

 Health & Caring Sunday – Service of Healing & Communion 

 Health Fair & Flu Shot Clinic in the Parish Hall 

 

Reformation Sunday – October 27 
 Saturday 5:15 p.m., Sunday 8:15 a.m. & 10:45 a.m. 

 Milestone Ministry - Presentation of Bibles to 3-Year-Olds (8:15 a.m.) 

 

October Music Schedule 

October 6 (worship at Celebration Farm) - Intergenerational Choir (meet onsite @ 9:30 a.m.) 

October 13 - 8:15  a.m.- Junior Choir; 10:45 a.m. Flute Choir 

October 20 - 8:15 a.m. - Adult Choir; 10:45 a.m. - Youth Choir 

October 27 - 8:15 a.m. -Adult Choir; 10:45 a.m. - Bell Choir 

 

Make a Joyful Noise to the Lord!! 
You'll note that we're trying something a little different this fall with scheduling our music groups in  
worship.  On a given Sunday, our 8:15 and 10:45 services might feature different groups and musical offerings. 
On other Sundays, the two services might have the same groups.  Zion is blessed with an overflowing abun-
dance of musical groups and talents, and we're trying really hard to think about ways that we can (a) incorpo-
rate even more of these gifts into worship to bless our assembly in all kinds of ways; (b) make places in our 
music ministry for even more people to jump into music making ("All Are Welcome!"); and (c) continue to be 
faithful in worshiping God through beautiful song.  These scheduling adjustments are a true work in progress, 
and we expect that we'll continue to make adjustments as we discover things that are or aren't working.  If 
you have questions or insights, make sure and connect with one of the pastors or organists.   
 

St. Olaf College Orchestra Performing in Coralville  
Saturday,  October 19 | 7:00 p.m. 
 The St. Olaf Orchestra will perform at the Coralville Center for the Performing Arts. Tickets are $10 for adults 
and free for students and are available on-line at  http://www.coralvillearts.org/.  Repertoire for the  
2019 St. Olaf Orchestra Fall Tour will include Mahler’s Symphony No. 1. Zion member Meleah Chang is a cellist 
in the orchestra. 

http://www.coralvillearts.org/
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Health & Caring Sunday Events 
Health and Caring Sunday    
October 20 | Both Services 
Health is central to our well-being, vital to relationships, and helps us live out our 
vocations in family, work, and community. Caring for one’s own health is a matter 
of human necessity and good stewardship. Caring for the health of others  
expresses both love for our neighbor and responsibility for a just society.……  
A concern with health and healing was integral to the life and ministry of Jesus, 
who is our touchstone for interpreting the scriptures.  
From “Introducing Caring for Health: Our Shared Endeavor” Copyright © 2004 Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America 
 

On Sunday, October 20 we will celebrate the ministries of the Health and Caring Coordinating Team and the 
people who care for those in need at Zion.  Over 200 Zion members live out their Christian vocation through 
the sharing of their time and gifts on the various Health and Caring ministry teams.   

Prayer shawls, knitted and crocheted by the prayer shawl team, will be displayed in the nave during worship 

that day. The shawls are a tangible expression of care.    

During the coffee hour in the Parish Hall, plan to visit with members of these teams to learn more about their 
purpose & call and know you are welcome to participate in any and all where you feel connected.  

For more information on the Health & Caring Ministries, contact Judy Gerlitz at 337-6112 or  duck-
creekd@aol.com  or Mary Merulla at 338-0944 or mary@zionlutheran-ic.org.  

 
 

Flu Shot Clinic at Zion 
October 20 | 8:00 a.m.-12:00 pm 
The Visiting Nurse Association will be providing Influenza and/or Pneumonia Vaccinations at Zion on Sunday, 
October 20 from 8 am – Noon.   

Vaccinations: 

 Flu Shots QIV  

 High Dose Flu  (for ages 65+ years)  

 Pneumonia vaccine - (PPSV23 & PCV13) Available upon prior request. Call the VNA at 319-337-9686 X1155 
to reserve a dose.  

The VNA staff will collect payment and bill approved insurance companies to individuals who present their in-
surance card at the clinic. 

 

Senior Fitness Screening 
October 20 | 8:00 am-12:00 pm 
Seniors are invited to participate in a mini- fitness screening.  Agility, balance, and leg strength will be tested. 
These aspects of fitness contribute to your enjoying a healthy and active lifestyle, greater independence, and 
having less falls! 

 

mailto:%20duckcreekd@aol.com
mailto:%20duckcreekd@aol.com
mailto:mary@zionlutheran-ic.org
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Outreach Happenings 
Goosetown Pantry Needs Volunteers 
Tuesday, October 1, Goosetown Pantry will begin its 5-week service to Mann Elementary.  We are seeking 1-2 
volunteers during the day to receive pantry supplies and help with set-up.  Evening volunteers are also needed 
for one to two hour time spans between 5 pm and 7:30.  Volunteers will help with food distribution and possi-
bly child care for young children.  Ladiester Janania, the instructor, will be teaching computer skills to parents 
and would also appreciate volunteers with Spanish language skills who can assist with the training.   
 
Contact Mary Merulla (mary@zionlutheran-ic.org)if you can help. Operation will continue through October 29.  
 

All-Ages Service Project 
 

Wednesday, October 9 | 5:45-6:45 p.m. 
Help us hang up LWR quilts! The Zion Quilting team have been making homemade quilts all year long, and now 
they need EVERYONE’S help to hang them up in the Worship Space! This simple service project is a great way 
for us to work together (and students can acquire service credits, too)! 

 

Lutheran World Relief Fall Closet Purge 

Have you been thinking about doing a little closet purging in preparation for fall?  Consider donating to  
Lutheran World Relief!  The LWR team welcomes any of the following items: 
 
 Old flannel pajamas 

 Cloth tablecloths 

 T-shirt sizes M-XL, 50% or more cotton content, any amount of plastic lettering 

 Towels 

 Mattress pads 

 Fabric Remnants 
 

The sheets become backs for quilts, flannel baby blankets, or quilt batting; the tablecloths become quilt tops or 
backs; the t-shirts become trifold diapers; the towels are cut to become hand towels; and the mattress pads 
become quilt batting.  And, of course, the fabric remnants become quilt tops!   

Donations can be dropped off outside the church office or outside the Sunday School/Quilting Room at the 
base of the stairs. 
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Learning Happenings 
Sunday School is Underway! 
We kicked off a new Sunday School year at Zion on September 8 with our Rally Day celebration. Rally Day 
attendance was nearly a record, with 107 children and their families present for the first day of Sunday 
School. Sunday School teachers, substitutes, and support staff were installed and received a blessing at the 
8:15 am worship service. Grateful thanks to all who share their time with the children of Zion on Sunday 
morning.   
 
At the end of the learning hour, we gathered together on the patio to enjoy root beer floats, a tradition on 
Rally Day at Zion. As always, hats off to our wonderful Junior High teachers and students for setting up and 
serving the root beer floats. We couldn’t do it without them! 
 
If you’re new to Zion and have Sunday School age children, it’s not too late to enroll. Registration for children 
ages 3 through High School is available online through the Zion website under the Grow tab. Please come join 
us! 
 
 

Sunday School Calendar 
There will be no Sunday School classes on October 6. Instead, come join us at The Celebration Farm for out-
door worship at 10:00 am, followed by food, fun, and conversation.   
 
  

Milestone Ministry: Storybook Bible Presentation 10/27/19 
Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not stop them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom 
of heaven belongs.” Matthew 19:14 
 
On Sunday, October 27, at the 8:15 am worship service, Spark Storybook Bibles will be presented to three-
year-olds and other little children who are new to Zion. This is Zion’s way of supporting parents in their baptis-
mal promise to place the Holy Scripture into their child’s hands and nurture his or her faith. The children and 
their families will be invited to come to the altar rail for a simple, lovely blessing and will receive a Spark Story-
book Bible, just like the one we use in Sunday School. If you have a child in our 3-year-old (Stars) class, you’ll 
be receiving more information very soon. 
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Learning Happenings 
Hunger Sunday Highlights Bread for the World 

October 13 | 9:30 a.m. 
Bread for the World is a Christian organization that advocates for domestic and foreign assistance hunger  
programs.  Steve Panther will present more about Bread for the World and its 2019 campaign Better Nutri-
tion, Better Life during the learning hour.  Zion members will be asked to write letters to Senators Grassley and 
Ernst urging them to support increasing our country’s leadership and funding for global nutrition.   
Nutrition is the most cost-effective investment to drive global health and prosperity.   
 

Coffee With Council 
Sunday, October 20 | 9:30 a.m.  
Join Council members over a cup of coffee and ask questions about Zion’s Council activities and provide input 
on topics of interest..  A follow-up to the September 15 finance presentation will also be available.  
 

Health & Caring Sunday 
Sunday, October 20 | 9:30 a.m.  
*See a full list of morning events on Page 6 of the newsletter. 
 

Reducing Climate Change through Effective Federal Legislation 

Sunday, October 27 | 9:30 a.m. 
Guest speaker Peter Rolnick will explain the Citizen Climate Lobby’s carbon-pricing legislation recently  
introduced in both the U.S. House and Senate. The U.S. still claims the highest per-capita carbon emissions in 
the world. This practical bipartisan bill would go a long way toward reducing our nation’s carbon footprint. 
 

Learning Conversations on Race 

November 3 & 17 | 9:30 a.m. | Parish Hall 
The Social Justice team will be leading a discussion of the book, "So You Want to Talk 
About Race," by Ijeoma Oluo during the Learning Hour on Sundays in November. 
Some topics we’ll explore are:  
 

 What is racism?  

 What if I talk about racism wrong?  

 What is "intersectionality" and why do I need to be aware of it?  

 What does it mean when someone says I should “check my privilege?"  

 How can I talk about affirmative action? 
 
 

Books will be available starting on September 29. Please join us for the November 3 & 17 discussions on  
racism whether you’ve read part, all, or none of the book.  



 10 

Learning Happenings 

Zion Library News 

Stop by the Zion Library this month to check-out these two new books!  

Blue Like Jazz by Donald Miller 

"I never liked jazz music because jazz music doesn't resolve. I used to not like God because God didn't resolve. 
But that was before any of this happened.” Don Miller 
In his memoir, Blue Like Jazz, Miller tells how he pursued Christian life and was able to build a successful  
ministry. However, he soon felt burnt out and nearly lost his faith. This book explores Miller’s spiritual journey 
and shows how he found his way back to our loving God. Each chapter of this book holds profound moments 
in Miller’s journey- both the lows and triumphs. Blue Like Jazz is recommend for anyone wondering if  
Christian faith is still relevant today and for anyone wanting an fresh view on life and redemption. 
 
One-in-a-Million Boy by Monica Wood 
If you’re looking for a sweet, feel-good story, read this book! This is a fictional story of how a 104 year-old 
Lithuanian immigrant, Ona, befriends an 11 year-old boy who is sent to help her around the house. They form 
a tight friendship. The woman tells the boy many stories and secrets about her life. Suddenly, the boy dies. His 
father decides to continue on the boy’s work and arrives at Ona’s house one day. They embark on a journey 
together. This is a beautifully written story of grief, love, and friendship.  Ona shows us that the world can sur-
prise us at any age.  
 

Zion Evening Reading Group 

Monday, October 21 | 6:45 p.m. | Parish Hall 
The group will discuss the book The Current, by Tim Johnson.  
A short description: In the dead of winter, outside a small Minnesota town, state troopers pull two young 
women and their car from the icy Black Root River.  One is found downriver, drowned, while the other is 
found at the scene—half frozen but alive. 

November 18   Freeman by Leonard Pitts, Jr. 

January 20   Pachinko by Min Lin Lee 

February 17   This Tender Land by William Kent Krueger 

March 23        The Nordic Theory of Everything by Anu Partanen 

April 27             Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth 
 by Sarah Marsh 

September 21, 2020  The Island of Sea Women by Lisa See 

 

Zion’s Wednesday Afternoon Book Club 
Wednesday, October 16 | 1:30 p.m.  
Looking for a casual, small group, book club with a varied reading list? Join us in the Gathering Room for  
conversation.  Reading of the book is encouraged but not required.  We generally meet on the 3rd Wednesday 
of the month, skipping December and we may change a date due to scheduling conflicts.  No refreshments are 
served. 

 

October 16  Ragged Company by Richard Wagamese 

November 20  Star of the North a novel by D.B. John 

December 18  The Widow Clicquot: The Story of a Champagne Empire and the Woman Who Ruled It  

 by Tilar J. Mazzeo 

https://www.amazon.com/Blue-Like-Jazz-Nonreligious-Spirituality/dp/0785263705/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=Blue+Like+Jazz&qid=1568736889&s=gateway&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=One-in-a-Million+Boy&ref=nb_sb_noss_2
https://www.amazon.com/Freeman-Leonard-Jr-Pitts/dp/1932841644/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=Freeman+by+Leonard+Pitts%2C+Jr.&qid=1569432407&s=gateway&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Pachinko-National-Book-Award-Finalist/dp/1455563927/ref=sr_1_4?keywords=PACHINKO+by+Min+Lin+Lee&qid=1569432489&s=gateway&sr=8-4
https://www.amazon.com/This-Tender-Land-William-Krueger/dp/1476749299/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=THIS+TENDER+LAND+by+William+Kent+Krueger&qid=1569432542&s=gateway&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Nordic-Theory-Everything-Search-Better/dp/0062316559/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=The+Nordic+Theory+of+Everything&qid=1569510227&s=gateway&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Heartland-Memoir-Working-Richest-Country/dp/1501133101/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=Heartland%3A+A+Memoir+of+Working+Hard+and+Being+Broke+in+the+Richest+Country+on+Earth&qid=1569510278&s=gateway&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Island-Sea-Women-Novel/dp/1501154850/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=The+Island+of+Sea+Women&qid=1569510328&s=gateway&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Ragged-Company-Richard-Wagamese/dp/0385256949/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=Ragged+Company&qid=1566498611&s=gateway&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Star-North-D-B-John/dp/0525573291/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=Star+of+the+North&qid=1566498638&s=gateway&sr=8-1
The%20Widow%20Clicquot:%20The%20Story%20of%20a%20Champagne%20Empire%20and%20the%20Woman%20Who%20Ruled%20It
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Maggie Atkinson is your Go-To-Gal, if you’d like more info about youth events, OR to let her know that you’re 
able to attend!  Text/call 563.349.2313, email maggie@zionlutheran-ic.org  or send a carrier pigeon! 

 

Follow Zion at  (Instagram @zioniowacity) and  (Facebook @ zioniowacity).  
 

 

Zion’s Confirmation Program 
 

Wednesday, October 2 | No Class 
 
Why Pray? 
Wednesday, October 9 | 6:45-8:00 p.m.  
We’ll dive into The Lord’s Prayer tonight and ask some big questions!  
 
Field Trip: Meet @ North Dodge Hy-Vee, Iowa City  
Wednesday, October 16 | 6:45-8:00 p.m.   
Students + Adults meet at Hy-Vee for a unique scavenger hunt. Students will be transported back to Zion and 
still be picked up at 8:00 p.m. 
 
Forgiveness? 
Wednesday, October 23 | 6:45-8:00 p.m.  
What’s justice? Does God seriously forgive me? What if I have a really hard time forgiving my friend who  
hurt me?  Let’s talk about it tonight.  
 
Halloween Costume Party: FRIENDS WELCOME 
Wednesday, October 30 | 6:45-8:00 p.m.  
It’s true— Friends and Costumes are welcome and encouraged!  
 
Looking ahead: 
Wednesday, November 6 |Mentor Night 
Wednesday, November 13 | Flip Flop Night: 8th Graders Lead Class 

 
 

High School Youth  
  

Monday, October 7 | 10:00 a.m. 
Students, come over to Zion for a Brunch-potluck centered around asking Big questions, and playing Just 
Dance. Bring friends, and some food to share if you’d like!  
 

Jr High: Friday Fun Night 
 

Friday, October 11 | 7:00-9:00 p.m. 
This month we’ll snack and play at Penelope Wilmoth’s house! Connect with Maggie for directions. Please 
bring a lawn chair, snack to share, and maybe an extra layer to wear while we have hot dogs & S’mores  
outside.  Friends are definitely welcome! Drop off & Pick up at their house.  

Youth and Family Happenings 

mailto:maggie@zionlutheran-ic.org
https://www.instagram.com/zioniowacity/
https://www.facebook.com/zioniowacity
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Moms Meet-Up 
October 7 & 21 | 9:30 a.m. 
Moms and kids meet up on Mondays.  Throughout the summer months we’ll be meeting at North Market 
Square Park. Pre-schoolers, toddlers, babies, school aged kiddos – all are welcome!   
Questions? Contact  Mary Merulla. 
 
 

Men's Ministry Breakfast 
Saturday, October 12 | 8:00 a.m. 
Bring a friend and meet for conversation and fellowship at Zion in the lower level, Gathering Room. 
 
 

Senior Singles 
Monday,  October 21 | 11:30 a.m. | Monica’s in Coralville 
Join fellow Senior Singles for lunch and fellowship. 
 
 

All Zion Overnight Camping/Kayak Trip 

October 12 & 13 

A Zion Kayaking/Camping overnight trip is being planned for the weekend of Oct 12-13. One night camping 
along one of the rivers of Eastern Iowa, with all camping gear carried aboard kayaks. The group will leave Iowa 
City mid-morning on the 12th and return no later than 6:00 p.m. on the 13th. Time on the water each day 3-5 
hours. The camping will be "roughing it" -- very primitive. We will carry drinking water and food, and dig our 
own pits for latrines. Previous experience with wilderness camping recommended.  There is no cost, however 
those who do not own a kayak should inquire about renting or borrowing one.   

 This will be a great chance to really see the wilder side of Iowa with some experienced Zion members as your 
"wilderness guides". This particular trip will be a trial run, to be followed by more events in the future. Contact 
Tom Casavant (thomascasavant@gmail.com) or Michelle Norman (michellenorm@gmail.com) to register or 
for more information. 

 

Prime Timers Update 
Friday,  October 18 | 11:30 a.m. | Baxa’s Tavern, Lisbon, Iowa 
The next luncheon of the Zion Prime Timers will be held at Baxa’s Tavern in Lisbon, IA. The tavern is located at 
the east end of the Sutliff Bridge over the Cedar River. It is a Parker truss bridge built in 1897 and is on the  
National Register of Historic Places.   We will meet on October 18 at our usual hour of 11:30. We predict a  
sunny day so that you can take your lunch out to the bridge and sit on the benches. An email with additional 
details will be sent about October 11. Call Mary Scamman (319-354-4583) if you need a ride or if you want to 
join ZPT.  

 
 

 

Get Involved at Zion & Your Community 

mailto:mary@zionlutheran-ic.org
mailto:thomascasavant@gmail.com
mailto:michellenorm@gmail.com
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Personal, Cultural, and Spiritual Aspects of  

Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder 

Mental Health Presentation 
Saturday, November 2 | 9:00 - 11:00 a.m. | Parish Hall 
Our presenter is Thomas H. Wassink, MD, Professor, Dept. of Psychiatry,  
University of Iowa Carver College of Medicine.  Dr. Wassink's talk will begin with a straightforward description 
of military PTSD, move on to how this disorder affects societies that engage in military conflict, and conclude 
with how the Judeo-Christian story illuminates God caring for humankind as a traumatized society. 
 
Do you know someone suffering from the effects of a traumatic experience in their life? Would you like to 
learn more about PTSD and how to support those affected by it? Please join us on November 2 for this  
presentation, brought to you by the Mental Health Ministry Team. 
 
Invite a friend. All are welcome. Coffee and snacks will be provided. 
 

Alternative Christmas Market 

Sunday, November 24 | 9:30 – 10:30 a.m. | Parish Hall 
You are invited to browse Zion’s Alternative Christmas Market. Purchasing these items 
will help others less fortunate in our community and around the world, while pleasing 
those on your holiday list.   
 
Choose unique gifts from our shopping brochure that includes local organizations, such as 

Shelter House and the Free Lunch Program. Other options include ELCA World Relief and 

Good Gifts, and Lambo Lutheran Women and School Fund. Purchasing these gifts will 

help others in need and spread the gospel of love and caring. For each item purchased 

from the brochure you will receive a gift tag that you may present to the recipient of your 

gift, or hang on your own tree.   

Bid on homemade holiday treats and specialty items made by Zion members at the Silent Auction. All auction 

proceeds will help fund Iowa City Public Library (specific program to feed kids after school).  

When the chime sounds at 10:30 a.m., the Silent Auction is over.  At the chime, the winning bidder, who is the 

top bidder present pays for and collects their purchases. This new policy ensures that the Silent Auction is 

wrapped up in time for 10:45 a.m. worship. 

Remember to bring cash or multiple checks; purchases at the auction and the brochure will require separate 

payments. 

Watch for more details on the Alternative Christmas Market next month! We'll be looking for cooks, bakers, 

artisans, and volunteers. 

The Alternative Christmas Market will be accepting non-food items for the Silent Auction. Our bidders will  
appreciate your handmade non-edible creations, so start your projects now! 

Looking Ahead to November 
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OCTOBER 2019 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 

 1 
1:00p Staff Meeting 
 
6:00p Mental Health 
Team 
6:30p Bell Choir 
7:00p Flute Choir 
7:00p Global Missions 
8:00p Brass 

2 
6:30a Men’s Bible 
Study-Lost Boys 
8:30a Shalom 
9:00a Quilters 
 
5:30p Cherub Choir 
6:00p Jr. Choir 
6:30p Men’s Ministry 
Team 

3  
 
11:00a  
Communion @ 
Briarwood 
 
3:00p Communion 
@ Oaknoll 
6:30p Adult Choir 

4 
 
 
 
 

5 
 
 
 
5:15p Worship 

6  
 
 
10:00a Worship @  
Celebration Farm, Iowa 
City 
 
 
 

7 
 
9:30a Mom’s Meet-
Up 
10:00a HS Youth 
Group 
 
 

8 
 
10:00a Prayer Shawl 
Team 
 
1:00p Staff Meeting 
 
6:00p Stewardship 
6:30p Bell Choir 
7:00p Flute Choir 
8:00p Brass 

9 
6:30a Men’s Bible 
Study-Lost Boys 
8:30a Shalom 
9:00a Quilters 
 
5:00p Personnel 
5:30p Cherub Choir 
5:45p Hang Quilts 
6:00p Jr. Choir 
6:45p Confirmation 

10 
 
 
 
1:00p LCM  
Cooking @ Zion 
2:00p Church 
Directory Photos 
 
6:30p Adult Choir 

11 
 
 
 
2:00p Church  
Directory Photos 
 
7:00p Jr. High Fun 
Night@ Wilmoth 
Home 

12 
 
 
8:00a Men’s Ministry 
Breakfast 
9:00a Church  
Directory Photos 
 
 
5:15p Worship 
 

13 Hunger Sunday 
 
8:15a  Worship 
9:30a Fellowship/
Learning 
 
10:45a Worship 
 
4:00p Free Lunch Prep 
 

14  
 
 
11:00 a.m. Free Lunch 
 
6:30p Journeymen 
Bible Study 
7:00p Stephen  
Ministry Superv. 
 

 
 

15 
 
9:30a Gather Bible 
Study 
 
1:00p Staff Meeting 
 
6:30p Council 
6:30p Bell Choir 
7:00p Flute Choir 
8:00p Brass 
 
 

16 
6:30a Men’s Bible 
Study-Lost Boys 
8:30a Shalom 
9:00a Quilters 
 
1:30p Afternoon Book 
Club 
4:30p Property Team 
5:30p Cherub Choir 
6:00p Jr. Choir 
6:45p Confirmation@ 
N. Dodge HyVee 

17 
 
 
6:30p Adult Choir 

18 
 
 
11:30a Prime  
Timers 

19 
 
 
 
5:15p Worship 
 
 
 
 

20 Health & Caring 
Sunday 
 
8:15a  Worship 
9:30a Fellowship/
Learning 
10:45a Worship 
 
 
 

21  
 
9:30a Mom’s Meet-
Up 
11:30a Senior  
Singles 
 
6:45p Women’s  
Reading Group 
 

22 
 
10:00a Prayer Shawl 
Team 
 
1:00p Staff Meeting 
 
6:30p Bell Choir 
7:00p Flute Choir 
8:00p Brass 

23 
6:30a Men’s Bible 
Study-Lost Boys 
8:30a Shalom 
9:00a Quilters 
 
 
5:30p Cherub Choir 
6:00p Jr. Choir 
6:45p Confirmation 

24 
 
2:00p Church 
Directory Photos 
 
6:30p Adult Choir 
6:30p Social  
Justice 
 
 

25 
 
2:00p Church  
Directory Photos 
 
 

26 
 
9:00a Church  
Directory Photos 
 
5:15p Worship 

27 
 
8:15a  Worship/ 
3 yo Bible Presentation 
9:30a Fellowship/
Learning 
10:45a Worship 

28 
 
 
 
6:30p Journeymen 
Bible Study 
 
 

29 
 
1:00p Staff Meeting 
 
6:30p Bell Choir 
7:00p Flute Choir 
8:00p Brass 

30 
 
6:30a Men’s Bible 
Study-Lost Boys 
8:30a Shalom 
9:00a Quilters 
 
5:30p Cherub Choir 
6:00p Jr. Choir 
6:45p Confirmation 

31 
 
6:30p Adult Choir 
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WORSHIP ASSISTANT SCHEDULE OCTOBER 2019 



Contact Us  

Office Hours:  

Monday-Thursday   

9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.  

Friday:  

 9:00 a.m.-Noon  

Tel: 319-338-0944   

Email: office@zionlutheran-ic.org 

Website: www.zionlutheran-ic.org 

 

Zion Lutheran Church 

310 N. Johnson Street 

Iowa City, Iowa  52245 

http://www.facebook.com/zioniowacity 

http://www.instagram.com/zioniowacity 

Ministers 
All Members 

 
Council  
Steve Nelson, President 
Maggie Dezeeuw, Vice President 
Amy Little, Secretary 
Ed Scheetz, Treasurer 
Diane Baumbach 
Steve Martin 
Steve Panther 
Jeff Samuelson 
Eldon Snyder 
 
Pastor 
Susan Debner,  Senior Pastor 
Jennifer Lutz, Associate Pastor 
 

Zion is a Reconciling in Christ Congregation 

http://www.facebook.com/zioniowacity
http://www.intagram.com/zioniowacity

