
   

In This Issue 

 Notes from Pastoral Staff 

 Message from the Bishop 

 Sign-Up for the Pictorial  

Directory 

 Endowment Fund  

Applications 

 Habitat for Humanity  

Women’s Build 

 Music Rehearsal Schedule 

 Confirmation Kick-Off 
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Hooray for Rally Day! 
Sunday, September 8 | 9:30 – 10:30 a.m.   
You’re invited to join our “Back to School”  fun as we welcome children and families 
back to Sunday School with special activities.  Parents, you’re welcome to stop in, 
meet the teachers, and sign up to help in the classroom or bring a snack.  Classes 
will be dismissed early at 10:15 a.m. so that all may enjoy root beer floats on the 
west patio.  Register online at www.zionlutheran-ic.org. 
 

*Please note: Worship times will go back to our program year 
times of 8:15 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. on Sunday, September 8. 
 
Christ, Corn & Conversation 2.0 

Saturday September 14 | 10:30 a.m. 

Zion members, Jeff & Sharon Samuelson, invite their Zion family and friends out to 
their farm for a tour of their property, a pork sandwich lunch, and hear how faith 
and farming impacts their lives. We also get to learn how some of our food goes 
from the field to our table! Please bring lawn chairs, and a side or dessert to share 
at lunch. RSVP's appreciated thru THIS LINK, before Wednesday September 11th.    
*From I-80, take Exit 271/Muscatine/Hwy 6. Then go North). Need more info? Con-
nect with Jeff & Sharon, or Maggie Atkinson.  

 

Celebration of Ministries 2019  
Zion’s Stewardship Team is hosting the 4th 
Annual Celebration of Ministries on Sunday, 
October 6th at the beautiful Celebration 
Farm. Please join us as we get to know each 
other better,  worship and play  
together.  We will begin at 10:00 a.m. with 
outdoor worship, followed by food, fun and 

conversation. A mini-fair of games and activities will be offered, sponsored by  
Zion's ministry teams. There’s sure to be something for everyone! This year’s 
theme, “Generosity Transforms," looks at how our giving changes us and changes 
the world. Watch for a letter inviting you to the party, and to consider your own 
generous giving at Zion to arrive soon! It will include a pledge card that can be re-
turned during worship at Celebration Farm. We hope to see all of you there! 
 
 

Please RVSP online so we can plan for worship and meal. 

 

If you are interested in volunteering at Celebration of Ministries this year, please 
contact Maggie DeZeeuw at (641) 691-3503. Volunteers will be asked to help for a 
short period of time.  

Program Staff: 

 Pastor Susan Debner 

sdebner@zionlutheran-ic.org 

 Pastor Jennifer Lutz 

jlutz@zionlutheran-ic.org 

 Mary Merulla 

mary@zionlutheran-ic.org 

 Maggie Atkinson 

maggie@zionlutheran-ic.org 

 Pam Cantrell  

pam@zionlutheran-ic.org 

 Melanie Sigafoose 

melanie@zionlutheran-ic.org 

 Marlys Boote 

marlys@zionlutheran-ic.org 

https://onrealm.org/ZionLutheranIC/PublicRegistrations/Event?linkString=NThiYjhhNWEtYTM4Ni00ZmFjLTk4M2ItYWFhMDAxMWU3NDli
https://onrealm.org/ZionLutheranIC/PublicRegistrations/Event?linkString=N2MzYTBmODctYWU3Yi00MTdjLTllMDMtYWE5NDAwZmRmOGRj
https://onrealm.org/ZionLutheranIC/PublicRegistrations/Event?linkString=YWMzOWE4NjYtZGE1OS00YjdjLWJmYWYtYWE1NDAwZTJjMDA1
mailto:dezeeuwmaggie@gmail.com
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At our house, we've just launched a new school year. September will begin the program year at church. This 
time of year seems to be in constant motion between things that are familiar and things that are changing or 
new. We have a fair amount of experience with going to school in our family, but there are new teachers and 
friends and expectations to be navigated. We are also familiar with the basics of Sunday school and worship, 
but when classes start this month and the Sunday schedule shifts, there will be new things to experience and to 
learn at church. 

I appreciate all the ways we help each other navigate these things: the emails, signs and notices that provide 
schedules, expectations and directions. I invest a lot of time in creating those for things I lead, and in reading 
them for things I follow. But have you noticed how even the most carefully tended plans can still fall apart or 
accidentally drop a ball?  

A few weeks ago, we were preparing to be out of town, and I arranged to have someone care for our pets. I put 
together an extremely detailed note about the house keys and codes, the cat hiding places and the dog's anxie-
ties, even including the vet's information for emergencies. As we were just about to leave town, I got a lovely 
text message thanking me for all the helpful information, and asking if I could please also provide our address? 

Perhaps you've heard the phrase, "the devil's in the details"? A wise friend likes to add, "but God is between 
us." For many years, I thought she meant God is between us and the devil, but lately, I've realized she means 
God is between us--in our relationships with each other. Tending details is important and necessary, but only 
so far as they help us tend each other. 

God is between us! Faith is invited, inspired and initiated through our authentic, caring relationships with each 
other. In the flurry of details around the start of a new program year, I always need reminded of this grounding: 
God is between us.  

The September newsletter is always full of details: invitations, schedules, needs and opportunities. Likely, a ball 
will get dropped here or there. We appreciate every effort to keep our communications inviting, clear and help-
ful; so please let us know whenever you spot something that might need fixed, added or tweaked.  

But even more importantly, know that Zion is a community where we hope to connect with each other through 
authentic, caring relationships that show us God and open us to joining God's work in the world around us. 

 
-Pastor Susan 
 
Pastor Susan is always looking to connect with people and get to know you better. Please feel free to email her 
at sdebner@zionlutheran-ic.org or call the office for a time to get together (319-338-0944). She also texts  
(612-239-8968). 

A Note from Pastor Susan 

mailto:sdebner@zionlutheran-ic.org
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"And have them make me a sanctuary, so that I may dwell among them." 

Exodus 25:8 

  

The vast majority of biblical references to “sanctuary” involve a place where God may dwell among God’s  
people. When many people hear that term these days, it stirs passions less because of the biblical warrant to 
welcome the stranger and to provide protection for the most vulnerable, and more because of the turmoil that 
divides individuals and groups when contending with a broken, often inhumane, system and set of laws related 
to immigration. 

  

Upon my return from the 2019 ELCA Churchwide Assembly, I have been confronted with an array of emotional 
responses to the assembly’s action to declare this church a “sanctuary church body.” Whether excited or angry, 
confident or confused, most people – including many who were present and voted to adopt the declaration – 
are unclear as to what this does or doesn’t mean. 

  

The lack of clarity is embedded in the action itself when it specifically requests that the ELCA Church council 
“provide guidance for the three expressions of this church about what it means to be a sanctuary church body,” 
with the expectation that this will be reported to the 2022 Churchwide Assembly.  The confusion is amplified by 
uninformed reports in the media, including some that appear intentionally hostile, not only toward the ELCA 
but to some of the most vulnerable people dwelling among us. 

  

So here we are, contending with a decision that risks further dividing people of faith while increasing the po-
tential for overlooking some of the other, sometimes-historic decisions that unfolded when this church was 
gathered in assembly. 

  

For perspective and with encouragement, consider that: 

  

 We Are Church renewing our public commitment to walk alongside immigrants and refugees as a matter 
of faith, and that 

 We Are Church declaring that we seek to provide concrete resources to assist the most vulnerable who 
are feeling the sharp edges of a broken immigration system, and that 

 We Are Church striving in varied ways to love our neighbor, which lies at the heart of our confidence in 
God’s love for the whole creation. 

  

The assembly’s “sanctuary declaration” does not bind congregations or synods to any actions as a result of the 
decision and it does not call for any actions that are illegal. 

  

At a time when violence, intolerance, and poverty have led to more displaced people around the world than 
ever before, we continue to wrestle with what we mean when we say “We Are Church.” My hope is that we 
will talk and listen with one another so that together, we provide a bold and faithful witness to the good news 
of Jesus Christ.  

  

At our best, we will see that more often than not, the word “sanctuary” is a reminder that God has chosen to 
dwell among God’s people. Among all of God’s people, including the most vulnerable.  All of God’s people, in-
cluding us. 

  

In Peace and Hope,   

      

Michael L. Burk 
Bishop  
 

ELCA Happenings 
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Congregational Happenings 

Council met August 21, 2019.  Ed Brinton, Chair 
of the Property Committee provided an update 
on experience with the Heating, Ventilation and 
Air Conditioning (HVAC) system. Council  
approved continued work on the “control  
system.” (See the Property Committee article on 
page 6 of  this issue of the Trumpet for additional 
information.) 

Finance Committee reviewed a draft of a  
presentation to the congregation that will be  
given on September 15th between services.   
The presentation will review a recently devel-
oped tool that provides an objective assessment 
of Zion’s financial position over time. The tool 
will assist with financial planning and is one  
aspect of Phase II of the Mission Plan.  

Council discussed the recent action at the 2019 
ELCA Churchwide Assembly to declare the church 
a “sanctuary church.” Bishop Michael Burk has 
provided a clarifying letter (see pg. 3).  Additional 
information on the ELCA as a Sanctuary  
Denomination is also available at the  
ELCA web site ( elca.org ). 

Message from Council 
Steve Nelson, Council President 

Membership Updates 

 

Birthdates 

Ruth Baumgartner (9/4), Sandra Fuhrmeister (9/14),  
Velma Thompson (9/16),  Frieda Rummelhart (9/28), 

Stan Smith (9/29), James Fuller (9/29),  
Lowell Luhman (9/30) 

 
 

Baptisms 

Madelyn Jade Tubbs;  
parents are Traviss and Megan (7/28) 

 
Lucia Alejo Hummel; 

parents are Joe and Emilia (8/25) 
 
 

Births 

Leander Dean Thompson;  
parents are Kris and Kaitlyn Thompson (8/8) 

Message from the Treasurer 

Ed Scheetz, Treasurer 

Thanks to all that donated to the All Are Welcome 
campaign. The sewer project is done and expenses 
match what was forecasted.  The majority of air con-
ditioner expenses have not been received yet.  We 
plan to create a campaign income and expense re-
port once we have all invoices. THANKS AGAIN for 
your support.  

  Jul-19 YTD 2019 % BUDGET % w/o Repairs 

Income   196,041       705,334  67% 58% 

Expense   114,750       616,662  58% 54% 

  Jul-18 YTD 2018 % BUDGET  

Income      62,060       643,713  60%  

Expense   136,584       797,209  75%  

Sundays in September =  
Name Tag Sundays  

Everyone is invited and encouraged to 

wear a name tag on Sundays through-

out September as we welcome friends 

and family to the fall rhythm of life at 

Zion.  The name tag carousels will be in 

the Narthex so make an effort on 

Name Tag Sundays to pick up your 

name tag from the carousels.  Blank 

name tags will be available for anyone 

to make a name tag on the spot. 

https://www.elca.org/SanctuaryChurch
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Congregational Happenings 

Our Church Directory is Getting an Update! 

Plan now to schedule a time for your family to be a part of the new church directory.  Session options are:   
October 10-12; October 24-26.  You can schedule online  or schedule your session at the Welcome Center on 
Sunday. 

If you are available to help check members in for photo sessions, please contact the office at 319-338-0944.  
This is an opportunity to get to know your fellow Zion family members! 

If you have any questions or need help scheduling your appointment, please call the office at 319-338-0944 
and Jenn or Shannon would be happy to help. 

 
Zion Lutheran has been blessed with a permanent  
Mission Endowment Fund that has the ability to distrib-
ute 5% of its balance each year.  These endowment  
dollars are available for uses that advance the mission of 
Zion.  The 2019 distribution for use through 2020 will be 
up to $20,500.  Granted dollars not spent by the end of 
2020 will be retained by the Zion’s Endowment Fund.  

Also, granted dollars can only be used for the original purpose of the application.  However, in both  
cases groups or individuals may reapply for dollars if the dollars were retained.   While all requests may not be 
funded or fully funded, any individual group may apply for these dollars to be distributed.  The dollars cannot 
be used for meeting budgeted expenses or debt reduction. 
 
To apply for these dollars, complete the following form and submit it by email to the Mission Funds Committee 
by October 15th, 2018.  Please use the email address of dnrevier@aol.com.  Members of the committee are 
Connie Brinton, Eldon Snyder, Chad Reimers, Mandy Blau, and chair, David Revier.  All such applications will be 
reviewed by the Mission Funds Committee.  At the November Zion Council meeting, the council will review and 
act on the recommendations forwarded by the Mission Funds Committee.  
 

For more information, contact David Revier at dnrevier@aol.com. 

https://booknow-lifetouch.appointment-plus.com/b0bte7vx/
mailto:dnrevier@aol.com
mailto:dnrevier@aol.com
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Congregational Happenings 
Sewer and HVAC Projects Update 

Sewer Repair Project   The contractors were successful with the sewer pipe replacement project this summer.  
All building plumbing systems were restored to full capacity, the concrete floors were patched and the lower 
level hallway was functioning in time for vacation bible school.  The hallway carpet, Gathering room carpet and 
Nursery room floor were replaced and only some floor trim are remaining to be completed inside the building.  
Outside, we have some repairs to do for the lawn and handrails near the south stairs.   

Air Conditioning System   The contractors were very successful with the clean up, restoration and repairs to 
the air conditioning system.  They installed the new heat exchanger, connected all the refrigerant and chilled 
water piping, replaced 3 sensors, added redundant sensors and then restarted the chiller system by mid-June.  
The equipment was constantly observed while operating in test mode for several hours 1st, then for several 
days, then only periodically and now only when we notice something which needs attention.  We have benefit-
ed from full complete automated operation for several weeks.  The equipment outage last Sunday was the re-
sult of three blown fuses which occurred on Saturday afternoon. 

Control Systems   During the last 4 months, while the contractors have been working on the air conditioning 
system, we have discovered our 2011 heating, ventilation and air conditioning (HVAC) systems controls do not 
serve us well.  These are the issues: 

 The 2015 AC chiller control system has very modern sophisticated control features but there is no commu-
nication link between the AC controls in the chiller assembly on the canopy roof to anywhere else and 
there is very limited memory. 

 There are no clear, complete & accurate text, drawing or electronic documents of all significant compo-
nents or description of operations of the HVAC control systems. 

 The current supplier of the existing control system for all the HVAC mechanical equipment which was in-
stalled in 2011 was not involved in the 2015 air conditioning chiller installation. They have not been re-
sponsive, cooperative, supportive or useful to us during the last 4 months. Their technicians who previously 
serviced our HVAC control equipment are not there anymore.  Their 2011 software is out of date and the 
control password is unknown.  

 There is no communication system to alert anyone of HVAC control alarms or monitor or change operation 
conditions from outside of the building.  

 We went shopping for a new vendor for controls equipment and services to replace our existing master 
control system, provide a significant improvement in monitoring and memory of operations and alarms 
and the capability for external communications. 

 

Costs   We had expenses of approximately $10,500 for sewer backup cleanup prior to the repairs.  The sewer 
repair project was approximately $31,800.  We spent another $3,000 replacing toilets.  The air conditioning 
repairs were $38,300.  The new controls improvement will be about $20,000.  We received about $15,000  
reimbursement from our insurance carrier.  The fundraising project called “All Are Welcome” raised nearly 
$100,000.  Thank you all for contributing to help cover these costs. 

-Ed Brinton, Property Committee Chair 
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Worship Happenings 

Worship Highlights for September 2019 

12th Sunday after Pentecost – September 1 
 Saturday 5:15 p.m., Sunday 8:15 a.m. & 10:00 a.m. 

 

13th Sunday after Pentecost – September 8 
 Saturday 5:15 p.m., Sunday 8:15 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.  

 Return to Fall Schedule 

 Blessing of Sunday School Staff (8:15 a.m.) 

 Rally Day – Beginning of Sunday School (9:30 a.m.) 

 

14th Sunday after Pentecost – September 15 
 Saturday 5:15 p.m., Sunday 8:15 a.m. & 10:45 a.m. 

 Receiving of New Members 

 

15th Sunday after Pentecost – September 22 
 Saturday 5:15 p.m., Sunday 8:15 a.m. & 10:45 a.m. 

 Blessing of the Solar Panels 

 

16th Sunday after Pentecost – September 29 
 Saturday 5:15 p.m., Sunday 8:15 a.m. & 10:45 a.m. 

 

 

Come Make a Joyful Noise to the Lord! 

Zion's music ensembles will be soon begin a new season! There are vocal choirs for every age, and several  
instrumental groups that would welcome your participation.  

 

Vocal Ensembles 
Cherub Choir (K and 1st) - Wednesdays 5:30-6:00 p.m. (starting September 4) 
Junior Choir (grades 2-6) - Wednesdays 6:00-6:45 p.m. (starting September 4) 
Youth Choir (grades 7-12) - Sundays 10:15-10:35 a.m. (starting September 15) 
Adult Choir - Thursdays 6:30-7:45 p.m. (in progress, started August 29) 

 

Instrumental Ensembles 
Bell Choir - Tuesdays 6:30-7:30 p.m. in the nave (starting September 3) 
Flute Choir - Tuesdays 7:00-8:15 p.m. in the choir room (starting September 3) 
Zion Brass - Tuesdays 8:00-9:00 p.m. in the nave (starting September 3) 
 

Please join us! No auditions necessary! Questions? Contact Marlys or Melanie.   

mailto:marlys@zionlutheran-ic.org
mailto:melanie@zionlutheran-ic.org
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Outreach Happenings 
Lutheran Campus Ministry Seeking Retreat Sponsors 
Lutheran Campus Ministry is planning its Annual Retreat at Camp Shalom on September 20-22. 
 
Every year, LCM covers the cost of reserving the retreat center + students' lodging for two nights + transporta-
tion + food. This year 40-50 students are expected to attend.  
 
Students will be asked to contribute $25 towards this cost, which some can't afford. This is why LCM is inviting 
Zion members  to sponsor a student for the retreat. The actual total cost per student for the two-night retreat 
is around $100. Would you consider sponsoring a student? Drop off a check made out to "LUTHERAN CAMPUS 
MINISTRY" at Zion or Gloria Dei Lutheran Church with "retreat sponsor" on the memo line. Each sponsor will 
receive a handwritten thank you from their student.  
 

 

 
 
 
 

Mark your calendars for Saturday, September 21st! 

Zion’s Common Threads women’s group is participating in the 2019 Habitat for Humanity Women Build as a 
TEAM build sponsor!   

Volunteers are needed to help a local family construct their home. Shifts are 8-12 and 1-5, with lunch provid-
ed for all at 12.  We are looking for 24 volunteers - 12 for each shift.  Each participant will receive a t-shirt! No 
experience is needed, but volunteers must be at least 16 years old, and those under 18 must have parent/
guardian consent to participate. 

Habitat for Humanity Women Build is intended to encourage women to get involved on construction sites.  The 
goal is not to exclude men but rather to include women to participate in a traditionally male oriented 
role.  Everyone is welcome to volunteer.  Sign-up here to participate.  

As a TEAM (Together Everyone Achieves More!) build sponsor, Zion has committed to raising at least $500.00 
for building materials.  Donations to support the event are greatly appreciated!  

Let us Build a House where… 

 all can safely live 

 God’s children dare to dream 

 where peace and justice meet 

 where hands strengthen, serve and teach 

 where all are named and claimed 

https://onrealm.org/ZionLutheranIC/PublicRegistrations/Event?linkString=MmE3NDlhMjctYmY5YS00ZWE4LTlkZGYtYWE4NjAxNDJmYTYx
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Connecting @ Zion 
There are many ways to connect and belong at Zion...social, family, study, learn, do, share.  Need some help 
finding your way or your tribe? Talk with Mary Merulla mary@zionlutheran-ic.org or any of the pastoral staff.  
We’re here to help.  
 

Volunteers Hold Things Together 

Sunday morning worship services are supported by 20 -24 volunteers.  Communion assistants, ushers, worship 
coordinators, sacrament coordinators, readers, prayers of the people, greeters, coffee hour hosts … volunteers 
hold the morning together.  

We’re not asking anyone to do something every Sunday – once a quarter, more or less, as often as you’d like. 
It’s a great start to building connection with others. We need more volunteers in a variety of ways. Contact 
Mary Merulla if you’re ready to learn more.  

 

Realm: Let’s Get Connected.  

What is Realm? Realm is Zion’s online ministry tool. Realm helps our church connect with one another. 
Realm allows you to manage your personal information and who is allowed to see it, control your giving, and 
keep in touch with the groups that matter to you. It engages everyone in the life of Zion by supporting the 
healthy relationships essential to our church’s mission. When we share life together, we grow together.  
 

Step 1: September 1: Check your email for the invitation to Connect with Zion.   

Step 2: Download our Connect app or log on to our Realm website.   

Code: ZionLutheranIC 

Step 3:  Update your personal information and upload your photo.  

Step 4: Email Mary@zionlutheran-ic.org from your account by September 15, 2019 and be  

entered into a drawing for a chance to win one of $10.00 gift certificates to one of our local 

Northside Neighborhood Businesses.    

Step 5: Use Realm to: 

 Communicate with individuals, groups & teams 

 Follow church announcements 

 Manage giving 

 Join events 

Let’s be Zion Lutheran Church…together.  

Questions to: Mary Merulla and Shannon Esmann 

 

Realm Connect    

W  

Engage with Zion 

mailto:mary@zionlutheran-ic.org
mailto:Mary@zionlutheran-ic.org
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Learning Happenings 
Lambo Update from the Bursch Family 

Sunday, September 8 | 9:30 a.m. | Parish Hall 

Thank You Zion for keeping our relationship with The Lambo Lutheran Church and the Lambo Community  
vibrant!  Your support is the key ingredient in the life changing initiatives we have been able to undertake in 
the Lambo area over the past 14 years.  Come see what you have helped to accomplish.  Come visit with 
Heide and Charlie Bursch, fresh off their summer visit, to see slides and video of the Mmbea school improve-
ment project, highlights from the agriculture/farming project and exciting news about what the women's 
group has done to empower their standing in the community and beyond.  Please join the conversation  
between services on Rally Day, September 8, 2019. 
 

Money Matters: New Tools and Insights of Zion's Finances 

Sunday, September 15 | 9:30 a.m. | Parish Hall 
The Finance Committee will present an in-depth look at the financial climate of our congregation. Responding 
to the goals of our Mission Plan and the conversations at Budget Breakfast in January, the committee has  
developed new tools for analyzing and tracking Zion's financial well-being. Join us for this important  
conversation as we begin dreaming and planning for 2020 and our budget goals.  

 

Conversations No One Wants to Have (But Should) 
September 22 & September 29 | 9:30 a.m. | Parish Hall 
From finance guru and columnist Suze Orman: “I know you love your family. There’s not a thing you wouldn’t 
do to help them. But I also know that what is in your heart is not enough. Preparing must-have documents is 
one of the most profound acts of love you can bestow. This paperwork can shield your family from needless 
heartache, hassle and expense.”   
 
Planning now can give your family (and yourself) financial protection and peace of mind, yet it’s estimated 
that 64% of Americans don’t have a will! Are these matters just for the very wealthy, or those more advanced 
in age? Do we just put it off, because we don’t want to think about it? 
 
The Stewardship Team invites you to come and listen to 3 experienced attorneys (and Zion members)  
between services on September 22nd and September 29th, in Parish Hall, as they provide important  
information for you to consider.  
 
On September 22nd, Kirsten Frey and Jay Sigafoose will discuss the steps of preparing powers of attorney and 
wills.  On September 29th, Tim Krumm will discuss estate planning, charitable giving, and how you might find 
ways for your finances to be put to better service. Regardless of your age and circumstances, you are welcome 
and encouraged to attend both sessions. Find out how you might be able to protect your estate, help it  
continue to work as you intend, and have some peace of mind knowing that your loved ones are aware of 
your preferences. 
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Learning Happenings 

Zion Library News 

Zion’s Library Team has recently purchased over a dozen new titles to add to the excellent collections already 
available to you. This month we would like to feature several new books in the fiction collections. 

The Dry Grass of August (FIC, May) and Tomorrow’s Bread (FIC, May) are set in North Carolina in the 1950’s 
and 1960’s.  Both explore the harsh realities of racism in the south at that time. The first title looks at these 
issues through the eyes of a young teenage girl. The second is from the perspective of the black community. 
Both make plain the importance of defending one’s beliefs on social justice issues. 

Star of the North (FIC, Joh), an explosive thriller about North Korea not only educates the reader about the 
struggles of the North Korean people living under the cruel Kim regime, but engages with a plot of a young 
American woman trying to free her twin sister from North Korean captivity with the help of North Korean  
citizens who have learned to subvert and persevere under crushing conditions. 

Three youthful protagonists are portrayed in One-In-A-Million Boy (Fic Woo), an 11-year old who is sent to 
help a 104 year-old woman every Saturday morning and learns the old lady’s long-held secrets; The Poet X  
(YA FIC, Ace) portrays a young Afro-Latina heroine who wins a poetry slam with her powerful poems that tell 
her story; and The Night Diary (YA FIC, Hir), where, in 1947 India, a half-Muslim, half Hindu twelve-year  old 
girl no longer knows where she belongs or what her country is anymore. 

~ Elizabeth Noyes 

 
 

Zion’s Wednesday Afternoon Book Club  
Looking for a casual, small group, book club with a varied reading list? Join us in the Gathering Room for  
conversation.  Reading of the book is encouraged but not required.  We generally meet on the 3rd Wednesday 
of the month, skipping December and we may change a date due to scheduling conflicts.  No refreshments are 
served. 

 

September 18 | 1:30 p.m. – The Dream Lover by Elizabeth Berg 
October 16 | 1:30 p.m. –  Ragged Company by Richard Wagamese 
November 20 | 1:30 p.m. –  Star of the North a novel by D.B. John 
December 18 | 1:30 p.m. -  The Widow Clicquot: The Story of a Champagne Empire and the Woman Who 
Ruled It by Tilar J. Mazzeo 

https://www.amazon.com/Grass-August-Anna-Jean-Mayhew/dp/1496722264/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=The+Dry+Grass+of+August&qid=1566498328&s=gateway&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Tomorrows-Bread-Anna-Jean-Mayhew/dp/0758254105/ref=sr_1_2?keywords=The+Dry+Grass+of+August&qid=1566498354&s=gateway&sr=8-2
https://www.amazon.com/Star-North-D-B-John/dp/0525573291/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=Star+of+the+North&qid=1566498383&s=gateway&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/One-Million-Boy-Monica-Wood/dp/0544947215/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=One-In-A-Million+Boy&qid=1566498409&s=gateway&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Poet-X-Elizabeth-Acevedo/dp/0062662805/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=The+Poet+X&qid=1566498445&s=gateway&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Night-Diary-Veera-Hiranandani/dp/0735228523/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=The+Night+Diary&qid=1566498483&s=gateway&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Dream-Lover-Novel-Elizabeth-Berg/dp/0345533801/ref=sr_1_2?keywords=The+Dream+Lover&qid=1564071904&s=gateway&sr=8-2
https://www.amazon.com/Ragged-Company-Richard-Wagamese/dp/0385256949/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=Ragged+Company&qid=1566498611&s=gateway&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Star-North-D-B-John/dp/0525573291/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=Star+of+the+North&qid=1566498638&s=gateway&sr=8-1
The%20Widow%20Clicquot:%20The%20Story%20of%20a%20Champagne%20Empire%20and%20the%20Woman%20Who%20Ruled%20It
The%20Widow%20Clicquot:%20The%20Story%20of%20a%20Champagne%20Empire%20and%20the%20Woman%20Who%20Ruled%20It
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Maggie Atkinson is your Go-To-Gal, if you’d like more info about youth events, OR to let her know that you’re 
able to attend!  Text/call 563.349.2313, email maggie@zionlutheran-ic.org  or send a carrier pigeon! 

 

Follow Zion at  (Instagram @zioniowacity) and  (Facebook @ zioniowacity).  
 

 

Zion’s Confirmation Program 
 

Wednesday, September 4 | 6:45-8:00 p.m. | Kick-Off Night! 

All 7th & 8th graders and their Parents gather in Parish Hall. Our night will include a time of getting to know the 
Confirmation program, the schedule, the leaders, asking questions, and eating S’mores!  
 
Wednesday, September 11 | 6:45-8:00 p.m. | Team Building Night! 

Together with our small group guides, students will get to know each other more through team building activi-
ties, conversations both big & small, and through play!  
 

Sunday, September 15 | 9:30 a.m. |  Confirmation/ Worship Leadership Training  

 
Wednesday, September 18 | 6:45-8:00 p.m. | Mentor Night!  

This fun night gives our students & adult Mentors the chance to get to know each other better, play, and com-
plete a scavenger hunt together!  
 
Wednesday, September 25 | No Confirmation Class  

 
Friday, September 27 & Saturday, September 28 

Annual Confirmation Fall Retreat 
Students & caring adults will gather at Camp Ewalu for 24 hours of play, worship, meals & snacks, bible study, 
some sleep, and being reminded of God’s love for us and the world around us!  
 
 

Friday Fun Night 
 

Friday, September 6 | 7:00-9:00 p.m. 
This monthly Youth Group party is for all 7th & 8th graders plus Friends! We often begin by gathering in Parish 
Hall, learn about the theme of the night, then play & eat! Please be in contact with Maggie if you’re planning 
to attend.  
 
 

High School Youth Outing 
Monday, September 9 | 6:15 p.m.  
Together we’ll attend a book-reading and Q & A with Pastor Lenny Duncan, author of Dear Church: A Love 
Letter from a Black Preacher to the Whitest Denomination in the U.S.  Meet at Zion, and we’ll walk to Gloria Dei 
together for this free event. Friends + Parents are most definitely welcome to attend as well! Please be in con-
tact with Maggie if you’re planning to attend. 

Youth and Family Happenings 

mailto:maggie@zionlutheran-ic.org
https://www.instagram.com/zioniowacity/
https://www.facebook.com/zioniowacity
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Moms Meet-Up 
September 9 & 23 | 9:30 a.m. 
Moms and kids meet up on Mondays.  Throughout the summer months we’ll be meeting at North Market 
Square Park. Pre-schoolers, toddlers, babies, school aged kiddos – all are welcome!   
Questions? Contact  Mary Merulla. 
 
 

Men's Ministry Breakfast 
Saturday, September 14 | 8:00 a.m. 
Bring a friend and meet for conversation and fellowship at Zion in the lower level, Gathering Room. 
 

Senior Singles 
Monday,  September 16 | 11:30 a.m. | Tin Roost, North Liberty 
Join fellow Senior Singles for lunch and fellowship. 
 
 

Prime Timers Update 
Friday,  September 20  | 11:30 a.m. | Pizza Ranch, North Liberty 
Prime Timers meet on the 3rd Friday of each month at 11:30 a.m..  All Zion retirees, "oldtimers" and 
"newcomers"  are invited to attend. Contact Sharon Johnson at 319-330-5294 or Mary and Frank Scamman at 
319-354-4583 with questions. 
 
 

Dear Church: A Love Letter from a Black Preacher to the Whitest 

Domination in the U.S., a presentation by author and pastor Lenny 

Duncan 
Monday, September 9 | 7:00 p.m. | Gloria Dei Lutheran, Iowa City 
Lutheran Campus Ministry is partnering with Gloria Dei Lutheran in welcoming Pastor Lenny Duncan to Iowa 
City to speak about his popular book, Dear Church: A Love Letter from a Black Preacher to the Whitest  
Domination in the U.S. 

 

Lenny Duncan is the unlikeliest of pastors.  Formerly incarcerated and homeless, he is now a black preacher in 
the whitest denomination in the United States: The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. Shifting  
demographics and shrinking congregations make the all headlines, but Duncan sees something else at work—
drawing a direct line between the church’s lack of diversity and the church’s lack of vitality. The problems the 
ELCA faces are theological, not sociological. But so are the answers. 

 

Part manifesto, part confession, and all love letter, Dear Church offers a bold new vision for the future of his 
denomination and the broader mainline Christian community of faith. Dear Church rejects the narrative of 
‘church decline’ and calls everyone—leaders and laity alike—to the front lines of the church’s renewal through 
racial equality and justice.   
 

It is time for the church to rise up, dust itself off, and take on forces of this world that act against God:  
whiteness, misogyny, nationalism, homophobia, and economic injustice. Duncan gives a blueprint for the way 
forward and urges us to follow in the revolutionary path of Jesus. 

 

Seating at Gloria Dei is on a first come, first serve basis.   
 

Get Involved at Zion & Your Community 

mailto:mary@zionlutheran-ic.org
mailto:cbjskj@aol.com
mailto:scammanf@mchsi.com
https://www.amazon.com/Dear-Church-Preacher-Whitest-Denomination/dp/1506452566/ref=sr_1_fkmr0_1?keywords=Dear+Church%3A+A+Love+Letter+from+a+Black+Preacher+to+the+Whitest+Domination+in+the+U.S&qid=1564071998&s=gateway&sr=8-1-fkmr0
https://www.amazon.com/Dear-Church-Preacher-Whitest-Denomination/dp/1506452566/ref=sr_1_fkmr0_1?keywords=Dear+Church%3A+A+Love+Letter+from+a+Black+Preacher+to+the+Whitest+Domination+in+the+U.S&qid=1564071998&s=gateway&sr=8-1-fkmr0
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SEPTEMBER 2019 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
8:15a  Worship 
9:30a Fellowship 
10:00a Worship 

2 Office Closed/ 
Labor Day 

3 
1:00p Staff Meeting 
 
6:00p Mental Health 
Team 
6:30p Bell Choir 
7:00p Flute Choir 
7:00p Global Missions 
8:00p Brass 

4 
6:30a Men’s Bible 
Study-Lost Boys 
8:30a Shalom 
9:00a Quilters 
 
5:30p Cherub Choir 
6:00p Jr. Choir 
6:30p Men’s Ministry 
Team 
6:45p Confirmation 

5  
 
11:00a  
Communion @ 
Briarwood 
 
3:00p Communion 
@ Oaknoll 
6:30p Adult Choir 

6 
 
 
 
7:00p Jr. High Fun 
Night 

7 
 
 
 
5:15p Worship 

8 Rally Day 
8:15a  Worship 
9:30a Fellowship/
Learning 
10:45a Worship 
 
 
 

9 
 
9:30a Mom’s Meet-
Up 
11:00 a.m. Free Lunch 
 
6:30p Journeymen 
Bible Study 
7:00p Stephen  
Ministry Superv. 
7:00p Lenny  
Duncan @ Gloria Dei 

10 
 
10:00a Prayer Shawl 
Team 
 
1:00p Staff Meeting 
 
6:00p Stewardship 
6:30p Bell Choir 
7:00p Flute Choir 
8:00p Brass 

11 
6:30a Men’s Bible 
Study-Lost Boys 
8:30a Shalom 
9:00a Quilters 
 
5:00p Personnel 
5:30p Cherub Choir 
6:00p Jr. Choir 
6:45p Confirmation: 
Team Building 
 
 

12 
 
 
 
 
1:00p LCM  
Cooking @ Zion 
 
6:30p Adult Choir 

13 
 
 
 
 

14 
 
 
8:00a Men’s Ministry 
Breakfast 
 
10:30a Christ, Corn, 
and Conversation @ 
Samuelson Farm 
 
 
5:15p Worship 
 

15  
8:15a  Worship 
9:30a Fellowship/
Learning 
9:30a Confirmation 
Worship Leader 
Training 
10:45a Worship 
 
 
 

16  
 
 
11:30a Senior  
Singles 
 
 

 
 

17 
 
9:30a Gather Bible Study 
 
1:00p Staff Meeting 
2:00p Health & Caring 
Team Meeting 
6:30p Council 
 
6:30p Bell Choir 
7:00p Flute Choir 
8:00p Brass 
 

18 
6:30a Men’s Bible 
Study-Lost Boys 
8:30a Shalom 
9:00a Quilters 
 
1:30p Afternoon Book 
Club 
4:30p Property Team 
5:30p Cherub Choir 
6:00p Jr. Choir 
6:45p Confirmation: 
Mentor Night 

19 
 
 
6:30p Adult Choir 

20 
 
 
11:30a Prime  
Timers 

21 
 
 
 
5:15p Worship 
 
 
 
 

22 Blessing of the 
Solar Panels 
 
8:15a  Worship 
9:30a Fellowship/
Learning 
10:45a Worship 
 
 
 

23  
9:30a Mom’s Meet-
Up 
 
 
6:30p Journeymen 
Bible Study 
 
 
 

24 
 
10;00a Prayer Shawl 
Team 
 
6:30p Bell Choir 
7:00p Flute Choir 
8:00p Brass 

25 
6:30a Men’s Bible 
Study-Lost Boys 
8:30a Shalom 
9:00a Quilters 
 
 
5:30p Cherub Choir 
6:00p Jr. Choir 
 

26 
 
 
6:30p Adult Choir 
6:30p Social  
Justice 
 
 
 

27 
 
 
 

28 
 
 
5:15p Worship 

29 
 
8:15a  Worship 
9:30a Fellowship/
Learning 
10:45a Worship 

30 
 
 
 

     

Confirmation Retreat 
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WORSHIP ASSISTANT SCHEDULE SEPTEMBER 2019 



Contact Us  

Office Hours:  

Monday-Thursday   

9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.  

Friday:  

 9:00 a.m.-Noon  

Tel: 319-338-0944   

Email: office@zionlutheran-ic.org 

Website: www.zionlutheran-ic.org 

 

Zion Lutheran Church 

310 N. Johnson Street 

Iowa City, Iowa  52245 

http://www.facebook.com/zioniowacity 

http://www.instagram.com/zioniowacity 

Ministers 
All Members 

 
Council  
Steve Nelson, President 
Maggie Dezeeuw, Vice President 
Amy Little, Secretary 
Ed Scheetz, Treasurer 
Diane Baumbach 
Steve Martin 
Steve Panther 
Jeff Samuelson 
Eldon Snyder 
 
Pastor 
Susan Debner,  Senior Pastor 
Jennifer Lutz, Associate Pastor 
 

Zion is a Reconciling in Christ Congregation 

http://www.facebook.com/zioniowacity
http://www.intagram.com/zioniowacity

