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Adult Vacation Bible School  

Save the Date: August 5-9, 2019 | 8:45 a.m.-11:40 a.m.  

Our speaker this year will be Mark Swanson, Harold S. 
Vogelaar Professor of Christian-Muslim Studies and  
Interfaith Relations, and Associate Director of Center of 
Christian-Muslim Engagement for Peace and Justice at 
the Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago. 
 
An ordained pastor of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America, Mark Swanson came to the Lutheran School of 
Theology at Chicago from Luther Seminary where he 
taught Islamic studies, Christian-Muslim relations, Arabic 
language and early church history. Before that, he served 

for 14 years on the faculty of the Evangelical Theological Seminary in Cairo, Egypt. 
His research interests include the history of Christian-Muslim relations, medieval 
Egyptian church history, and early Arabic Christian literature. 
 
Questions to be discussed will include the following: 
 What are Christian motivations (hopes, vision) for inter-religious relations? 

 What are Lutherans (Lutheran World Federation, and the ELCA) teaching us? 

 What can Christians learn about their own faith through the encounter with 

Muslims (e.g. about Scripture, about spirituality) 

 What can we learn from the Christians who have lived most closely with  

Muslims (the Christians of the Middle East)? 

Register online or sign-up at the welcome center. Pre-registration is strongly  
encouraged, but it is not required.   
 

Our Church Directory is Getting an Update! 

Plan now to schedule a time for your family to be a part of the new church  
directory.  Session options are:  October 10-12; October 24-26.  You can schedule 
online  or schedule your session while you are at church starting on Saturday,  
August 3.   

Please consider making your photo session a priority in your schedule.  The  
directory is used to help members acquaint themselves with each other, especially 
since our membership spans across three different services.  The directory is also 
helpful for incoming new members to learn faces and names.  

If you are available to help check members in for photo sessions, please contact the 
office at 319-338-0944.  This is an opportunity to get to know your fellow Zion  
family members! 

 

Program Staff: 

 Pastor Susan Debner 

sdebner@zionlutheran-ic.org 

 Pastor Jennifer Lutz 

jlutz@zionlutheran-ic.org 

 Mary Merulla 

mary@zionlutheran-ic.org 

 Maggie Atkinson 

maggie@zionlutheran-ic.org 

 Pam Cantrell  

pam@zionlutheran-ic.org 

 Melanie Sigafoose 

melanie@zionlutheran-ic.org 

 Marlys Boote 

marlys@zionlutheran-ic.org 

https://onrealm.org/ZionLutheranIC/PublicRegistrations/Event?linkString=M2E3NmUzOWQtNjFkMy00OTA3LTg3MzYtYWE1NTAxMzU1Yjc5
https://booknow-lifetouch.appointment-plus.com/b0bte7vx/
https://www.lstc.edu/assets/img/content/faculty/publicity/swanson-m.jpg


 2 

Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way.  Kyrie eleison, every day. 
 

As we move towards the end of the summer, we are singing this refrain in our liturgy every week.  Kyrie eleison 
(Lord, have mercy) is a prayer that has been sung by Jews and later Christians through the centuries to call up-
on God’s compassion and care.  In the Kyrie, we pray for God to envelop the world with peace, to unify us as 
one, and to help, save, comfort, and defend us as children of God.   When we usually sing the Kyrie during Ad-
vent and Lent, it is often somber in tone reflecting the deep needs of our world and our great need for God. 
   
However, if you have been at worship the last two Sundays in July, you know that the Kyrie we are  
singing is not somber in tone at all.  This Kyrie from setting 8 in our ELW hymnal is bubbling over with joy!    
Instead of a prayer of longing, it is a declaration of trust in how God already is at work in our lives.  As we sing, 
“Kyrie eleison,” we trust that our Lord indeed is with us and is pouring out his mercy “on our world and on our 
way.”   Through his death and resurrection, Jesus has the power to overcome our fears with his peace, to heal 
what is broken within us, and to restore us as children of God.   
 
This is very good news!  And it’s not only good news for us; it is good news for the entire world.  As  
Jesus works in our lives to bring us peace, he also uses us to bring his mercy and compassion to others.  
Through us the hungry are fed, those hurting are comforted, and others are given hope. Through our simple 
individual acts and larger efforts where we work together, they see Jesus reflected in us and receive the mercy 
they truly need.   
 
As we sing the Kyrie over these weeks, I encourage you to listen with your heart to these words.  What parts of 
this song do you need to claim for yourself?  In what areas of your life do you need God’s peace to reign? How 
may God continue to nurture and sustain you through difficult times?  In what ways is God inviting you to be a 
conduit of his mercy and grace?  
 
For peace in the world, for the health of the church, for the unity of all; 
For this holy house, for all who worship and praise, 
Let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
That we may live out your impassioned response to the hungry and the poor;  
That we may live out truth and justice and grace, 
Let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
For peace in our hearts, for peace in our homes, for friends and family; 
For life and for love, for our work and our play, 
Let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
For your Spirit to guide; that you center our lives in the water and the Word; 
That you nourish our souls with your body and blood, 
Let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
-Pastor Jennifer Lutz 

This Present Moment 
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Congregational Happenings 

Council met in June and July.  Council received 
updates on the All Are Welcome campaign.  The 
All Are Welcome campaign has been very well 
received.  Weekly updates are provided to the 
congregation.  Thank you to Stewardship  
Ministry Team for their leadership. 
 
Property Committee provided updates on the 
sewer and Heating, Ventilation, and Air Condi-
tioning (HVAC) projects. The sewer project is  
approaching completion, as of mid-July flooring 
remains to be completed. The HVAC system has 
been functioning but continues to be evaluated 
and further adjustments are planned.  A proposal 
for a control system (software) update is being 
evaluated by the Property Committee. 
 
Finance Committee has developed a financial 
monitoring tool. The tool will assist with income 
and expense budget development.  The tool is in 
draft form and will be reviewed by the  
Committee and an educational campaign for the 
congregation will be prepared. 
 
Council continues discussion of governance.  One 
focus is the role of standing committees, such as 
Finance and Property.  Council will work with 
each committee to develop a charter that  
reflects current operation and needs. 

Message from Council 
Steve Nelson, Council President 

Membership Updates 

 

Birthdates 

Curt Nedoba (8/1), Joan Luhman (8/12), Bruce 
Haupert (8/20), Howard Field (8/22),  

Helen Kottman (8/27), Lloyd Baumgartner (8/30) 
 
 
 

Baptisms 

Evelyn Florence Lee;  
parents are Ryan and Julia Lee (6/29) 

 
Charles Maxwell and Molly Jacqueline Bogh; parents 

are Adam and Emily Bogh (6/30) 
 

Births 

Lucia Hummel; parents are Joe and Emilia Alejo (6/1) 
 

Deaths 

Robert Foster (6/20) 
 

Message from the Treasurer 

Ed Scheetz, Treasurer 

The "All are Welcome" campaign is making good   
progress.  The income needed is coming in nicely  
and some expenses have been paid.  A big    
THANK YOU to all who contributed.  Next month  
will give a better picture of total income and   
expenses for the projects.     

  Jun-19 YTD 2019 % BUDGET 

Income   115,485       557,710  53% 

Expense      89,669       509,412  48% 

  Jun-18 YTD 2018 % BUDGET 

Income      88,703       581,653  54% 

Expense      82,603       660,625  62% 

It’s with deep gratitude to the congregation that 
the Stewardship team is able to report that  
$99,879.75 was raised for the All Are  
Welcome campaign, with some donations 
pledged in the future. 
 
A full update on our summer projects will be 
available as soon as full details are available from 
the Property committee.   
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Congregational Happenings 

New Member Class  
August 24 | 9:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 
Interested in learning more about Zion membership and what that means?  Connect with Mary Merulla or  
319-338-0944.   
We begin with a brief time of fellowship and refreshment.  Throughout the morning we talk about:   

 Worship – Why we do what we do 

 On Being Lutheran – Bible & Theology 

 Stewardship – What does it mean to belong to the ministry of Zion 

 Engagement – Opportunities to connect, serve & grow 
 Conclusion – What to expect at New Member reception 
 

 

Celebration of Ministries 2019 
Mark your calendars! Zion’s Stewardship Team is hosting the 4th  
Annual Celebration of Ministries on Sunday, October 6th at the beauti-
ful Celebration Farm. Please join us as we celebrate our ministries, 
get to know each other better, and play together.  We will begin with 
outdoor worship at 10:00 am, followed by food, fun and conversa-
tion. Following our meal, you’ll have the opportunity to learn more 
about Zion’s various ministries through a variety of hands-on  

activities and games. There’s sure to be something for everyone! This year’s them, “Generosity Transforms”, 
reminds us that our generosity positively impacts our church, our community and the world. We hope to see all 
of you there! 

 

Please RVSP online so we can plan for worship and meal. 

 

If you are interested in volunteering at Celebration of Ministries this year, please contact Maggie DeZeeuw at 
(641) 691-3503. Volunteers will be asked to help for a short period of time  
 
 

Saying Good-Bye to the Pork, Kraut and Pie Dinner 
Sabbaticals happen in University communities; even our prior pastor went on a sabbatical.  A sabbatical is a 
period of rest which can include time to learn new skills or be involved with training.  For Zion, the PKP dinner 
is going on a sabbatical this fall.  This dinner has provided a great opportunity to build community among Zion 
members.  Everyone’s support of the dinner has been greatly appreciated.  In its early years, income from the 
dinner provided resources for Zion facility improvements when funds were not available through other means.  
In more recent years, income from the dinner provided funds for local and international outreach and support.  
 
Members of the current steering committee are unable to continue to provide event and food management for 
the dinner.  Solicitations for new leadership have not yet been fruitful.   The dinner is an incredible event but it 
also requires a lot of hard work to make all that homemade food possible.  Beyond the prep leading up to the 
PKP, the day of the dinner started around 5:30a.m. and was over around 9:30p.m., with cooking, meal serving 
and clean-up.  A time of rest and reflection will help to determine if there may be other ways in which to en-
courage community among the Zion membership and raise funds to benefit outreach projects. 
 
Again, thank you for your hard work and support (and pies!).  Feel free to contact Mary Merulla with ideas for 
future options.  

mailto:mary@zionlutheran-ic.org
https://onrealm.org/ZionLutheranIC/PublicRegistrations/Event?linkString=YWMzOWE4NjYtZGE1OS00YjdjLWJmYWYtYWE1NDAwZTJjMDA1
mailto:dezeeuwmaggie@gmail.com
mailto:mary@zionlutheran-ic.org
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Congregational Happenings 
Christ, Corn & Conversation 2.0 

Saturday September 14 | 10:30 a.m. 

Zion members, Jeff & Sharon Samuelson, invite their Zion family and friends out to their farm for a tour of their 
property, a pork sandwich lunch, and hear how faith and farming impacts their lives. We also get to learn how 
some of our food goes from the field to our table! Please bring lawn chairs, and a side or dessert to share at 
lunch. RSVP's appreciated thru THIS LINK, before Wednesday September 11th.    
*From I-80, take Exit 271/Muscatine/Hwy 6. Then go North). Need more info? Connect with Jeff & Sharon, or 
Maggie Atkinson.  

Lutheran World Relief – Summer Projects 

Throughout the summer - June, July, and August – we will be working on three LWR projects: 

 Tie quilts during the Sunday Fellowship Hour in the Parish Hall.  The Zion Quilters will have quilts set out 

each Sunday and invite you to help them tie the blankets.   

 Donate items for Baby Care Kits.  Needed: lightweight t-shirts, long sleeved gowns or sleepers, cloth dia-

pers, hand towels (dark color recommended), socks, bath sized bars of gentle soap, cloth diapers, receiving 

blankets, sweatshirt with a hood or jacket/sweater with a baby cap. Clothing/blanket items may be gently 

used but with no stains, rips, or with any other damage.  

 

 Bar Soap to keep hands clean & germs at bay.  

Donations may be placed in the baskets in the main office outside the office. 

 

Hospitality 
noun hos·pi·tal·i·ty \ h̩äs-pə-ˈta-lə-tē\  

· generous and friendly treatment of visitors and guests : hospitable treatment 

Embodying Jesus’ radical hospitality, we are called to be welcoming and inclusive.  Consider being a member of 
the Greeter Ministry Team @ Zion.  Give a warm greeting to welcome guests and members before worship. 
Offer a friendly smile and a handshake. Open the door.  There is no formula for how this looks…come as you 
are and be your genuine self.  All ages and all family configurations are welcome for the Greeter Team.  Contact 
Mary Merulla or the Zion Office.  

 

Worship Assistants Always Welcome  

It takes a community… 
On any given Sunday there are 18-24 volunteers (in addition to choirs and musicians) who help to make wor-
ship happen – ushers, worship coordinators, communion assistants, sacrament coordinators, lectors, and pray-
er petitioners.  Interested in serving in this area? Training provided. Contact Mary Merulla or the Zion Office.    

 

 

https://onrealm.org/ZionLutheranIC/PublicRegistrations/Event?linkString=N2MzYTBmODctYWU3Yi00MTdjLTllMDMtYWE5NDAwZmRmOGRj
mailto:mary@zionlutheran-ic.org
mailto:office@zionlutheran-ic.org
mailto:mary@zionlutheran-ic.org
mailto:office@zionlutheran-ic.org
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Worship Happenings 

Worship Highlights for August 2019 

8th Sunday after Pentecost – August 4 
 Saturday 5:15 p.m., Sunday 8:15 a.m. & 10:00 a.m. 

 Family Retreat at Ewalu 
 

9th Sunday after Pentecost – August 11 
 Saturday 5:15 p.m., Sunday 8:15 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.  

 
10th Sunday after Pentecost – August 18 
 Saturday 5:15 p.m., Sunday 8:15 a.m. & 10:00 a.m. 

 Back to School Blessing (all services) 

 
11th Sunday after Pentecost – August 25 
 Saturday 5:15 p.m., Sunday 8:15 a.m. & 10:00 a.m. 

 Presentation of Bibles to 7th Graders & Milestones to 8th Grade Students 
 

Back to School Blessing 
August 17 & 18 | All Worship Services 
Once again, we eagerly anticipate the start of a new school year.  In recognition of this annual milestone, on 
August 17 and 18 there will be a blessing for all students, faculty, staff, and others who serve in the field of 
education.  Come join us as we support the joy of learning, encourage students as they begin the school year, 
and remember God’s presence with us at home, school, and work. 
 

Come Make a Joyful Noise to the Lord! 

Zion's music ensembles will be soon begin a new season! There are vocal choirs for every age, and several  
instrumental groups that would welcome your participation.  

 

Vocal Ensembles 
Cherub Choir (K and 1st) - Wednesdays 5:30-6:00 p.m. (starting September 4) 
Junior Choir (grades 2-6) - Wednesdays 6:00-6:45 p.m. (starting September 4) 
Youth Choir (grades 7-12) - Sundays 10:15-10:35 a.m. (starting September 15) 
Adult Choir - Thursdays 6:30-7:45 p.m. (starting August 29) 

 

Instrumental Ensembles 
Bell Choir - Tuesdays 6:30-7:30 p.m. in the nave (starting September 3) 
Flute Choir - Tuesdays 7:00-8:15 p.m. in the choir room (starting September 3) 
Zion Brass - Tuesdays 8:00-9:00 p.m. in the nave (starting September 3) 
 

Please join us! No auditions necessary! Questions? Contact Marlys or Melanie.   

mailto:marlys@zionlutheran-ic.org
mailto:melanie@zionlutheran-ic.org
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Outreach Happenings 
Angels in Aprons & Lutheran Campus Ministry  

Welcome Your Help 
Every Thursday of the university school year, up to 40 LCM students and friends enjoy a meal together provid-
ed by local Lutheran churches.  Zion is well represented with our monthly meal on the second Thursday of 
each month.  Angels in Aprons have done this for 3 years, and now we ask for and welcome your help to work 
with us,  The entree is prepared in the Zion kitchen and delivered to LCM at 5:00 pm.  Groceries are purchased 
with funds from Thrivent, and desserts are donated by Angels.  We set up a schedule with a different team of 4 
for each month to plan, shop, prepare the meal, donate a dessert, and deliver to LCM.  The students (especially 
those who are food insecure) all love our comfort food and are very grateful to Zion. If you would like to be 
part of a team or have questions, please contact Shelly Brenner and let us know how you can help.   
Angels welcome you all. 
 

 

 

 

 
Mark your calendars for Saturday, September 21st! 

Zion’s Common Threads women’s group is participating in the 2019 Habitat for Humanity Women Build as a 
TEAM build sponsor!   

Volunteers are needed to help a local family construct their home. Shifts are 8-12 and 1-5, with lunch provid-
ed for all at 12.  We are looking for 24 volunteers - 12 for each shift.  Each participant will receive a t-shirt! No 
experience is needed, but volunteers must be at least 16 years old, and those under 18 must have parent/
guardian consent to participate. 

Habitat for Humanity Women Build is intended to encourage women to get involved on construction sites.  The 
goal is not to exclude men but rather to include women to participate in a traditionally male oriented 
role.  Everyone is welcome to volunteer.  Sign-up here to participate.  

As a TEAM (Together Everyone Achieves More!) build sponsor, Zion has committed to raising at least $500.00 
for building materials.  Donations to support the event are greatly appreciated!  

Let us Build a House where… 

 all can safely live 

 God’s children dare to dream 

 where peace and justice meet 

 where hands strengthen, serve and teach 

 where all are named and claimed 

mailto:snbrenner@gmail.com
https://onrealm.org/ZionLutheranIC/PublicRegistrations/Event?linkString=MmE3NDlhMjctYmY5YS00ZWE4LTlkZGYtYWE4NjAxNDJmYTYx
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Thank you from the International Women’s Club 
We women of the International Women’s Club (approximately 180) wish to express our deep gratitude for the 
ongoing use of your classrooms, nursery, and gathering room for English classes, childcare during classes, occa-
sional craft groups, and educational presentations by our members.  Thank you also to your quilting group for 
allowing our women to participate.  (It’s not easy to bring a sewing machine to the USA on an airplane so some 
of our women miss sewing!)   
 
This past year we had members from about 40 nations including Argentina, Australia, Belize, Bosnia, Brazil, 
Chile, China, Columbia, Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, England, Ethiopia, Germany, Honduras, Hong Kong, India, 
Iran, Italy, Japan, Jordan, Lebanon, Lithuania, Mexico, Morocco, Nepal, Palestine, Peru, Philippines, Poland, 
Puerto Rico, Romania, South Korea, Scotland, Spain, Sudan, Syria, Togo, Turkey, Ukraine, United Kingdom, 
USA, Venezuela, and Yemen.  Ages ranged from 20’s to 70’s.  Roles varied widely including grandmothers-to-
be helping their daughters with the birth of a first child while their sons-in-law study at the UI, wives of work-
ers at Whirlpool trying to improve their English so they can also get jobs, and refugees who are trying to help 
their families survive.    
 
Our fall classes will begin on September 17 and are held Tuesday and Thursday, 10 AM – noon for 10 weeks.   
If any women in your congregation have English or ESL teaching skills and are not currently employed, we urge 
you to consider a volunteer English teaching position.   Contact Joy Thompson at 319-573-7512.  We can also 
use volunteers to help with childcare in your church nursery for the same hours.  Contact Kathy Fait at   
319-541-4551  or  mom2hdal@yahoo.com  if interested.   Any women regularly helping with teaching or child-
care may place their small children below school age for care in our childcare at no cost.   
 
All Zion members are welcome to attend a special celebration of the 60th anniversary of our club to be held at 
10:30 AM in the basement of the Coralville Library on Friday, September 6th.  International treats will be 
served and Zion will be recognized as an organization that has made our continuing success possible! 
 
 

St. Wencelaus Church Blood Drive 

Saturday,  August 3, 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. | 618 Davenport Street, Iowa City 

Sign-up online at uihc.org/degowin.   
 
 

Invitation to Ecumenical Women’s Bible Study 
Wednesdays starting September 4 | 9:15-11:00 a.m.|  

St.  Andrew Presbyterian Church 

The Ecumenical Women's Bible Study invites women of all faiths to join us as we begin our fall semester on 
Wednesday, September 4th, 2019. 
 

We will use the study guide "The Book of Genesis....in the beginning God...", authored by Trudy Reis and Karen 
Scotti. 
 

Come, enrich your faith with the fellowship, learning and group discussions of lessons with other Christian 
women! Invite a friend and join us! 

 

For further information contact Janice Hining (319-351-6304) or Nancy Prall (319-512-5649). 
 

Outreach Happenings 

mailto:ajthompson@mchsi.com%20in
mailto:janni.h@att.net
mailto:fauxburhans@aol.com
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Learning Happenings 
VBS 2019 | Transformed Community 
What a great week of faith and fun! More than 120 exuberant Day Campers and Preschoolers filled Zion with 
their joyful noise during VBS, June 17-21. Most of the children who attended were Zion kiddos, but they invit-
ed friends, neighbors, and cousins to come along; about 40% were non-members.  
 

Our Day Camp theme for the week was Transformed Community: “Do not be conformed to this world, but be 
transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God—what is good 
and acceptable and perfect.” (Romans 12:2)  At Bible study each morning, we learned how acts of generosity, 
inclusion, compassion, justice, and forgiveness help us as God’s transformed community bring about positive 
change in the world.     
 

In the afternoons, Day Campers were in for the usual weird science, zany games, and water play.  We made 
flubber soap, created Galaxy Jars, experimented with foil boats, painted t-shirts with handprints, and much 
more.  On Thursday, our afternoon was wet!  The kids had a blast outside playing water games, then finished 
up with watermelon in the shade of the east entrance.   
 

Our Preschool group of 22 little ones had their own program, Surf Shack, and learned the Bible verse, 
“Remember that the Lord is great and awesome!” (Nehemiah 4:14b)  Preschoolers started each day with mu-
sic and a Bible story, then created a crafty project, played games outside on the lawn, and hiked to the park 
for a snack and more play time.  
 

In addition to faith and fun, VBS is also about service: giving children the sense that there are others in the 
world that they can care for.  VBS families donated offering money totaling $715.10, which will be used to 
support the Food Pantry at Mann Elementary.  We also collected personal care supplies for families who use 
the Mann Pantry and we have about 20 bags of great stuff.  
  

It’s also important to recognize all the wonderful volunteers that make this week possible.  Special thanks to 
our Bible Study Shepherds, a volunteer spot that is so valuable to Zion.  It’s our policy to have two adults in 
the classroom when children are present.  With 10 groups of children participating in Bible Study, we needed 
10 kind volunteers to be present each morning as the Ewalu Counselors led Bible Study for their groups.  We 
had a total of 20 shepherds who faithfully served during the week.  
  

Our youth volunteer Kool Aides, coached by Maggie Atkinson, did an amazing job as usual.  This terrific team 
worked hard to make sure things ran smoothly during the week by supporting the Ewalu counselors, holding 
little hands, prepping crafts, cleaning up messes, and setting a great example for the younger children.  Many 
thanks to Maggie and her crew.  We couldn’t do it without them. 

 

Another 20 adult volunteers made VBS a success by teaching, leading craft projects, managing check in/out, 
preparing snacks for hungry children, meals for hungry counselors, and much more.  We are so thankful for all 
our volunteers, and for everyone who supported VBS through generous gifts and prayers.  It truly takes a vil-
lage to make this week happen.  Bravo!     
 
 

Sunday School Registration Opens August 5! 

 
 

Hooray for Rally Day! 
Sunday, September 8 | 9:30 – 10:30 a.m.   
You’re invited to join our “Back to School”  fun as we welcome children and families back to Sunday School 
with special activities.  Parents, you’re welcome to stop in, meet the teachers, and sign up to help in the class-
room or bring a snack.  Classes will be dismissed early at 10:15 a.m. so that all may enjoy root beer floats on 
the west patio.   
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Learning Happenings 

Zion Library News: About the Bible 

If you enjoy reading about the Bible as well as reading the Bible itself you might want to check out the follow-
ing new acquisitions for the Zion library: The Book of J by David Rosenberg and Harold Bloom, Inspired:  
Slaying Giants, Walking on Water and Loving the Bible Again by Rachel Held Evans and the Lutheran Study 
Bible. 
 
The Book of J is the name Biblical scholars have given to a manuscript, from the tenth century B.C.E., which is 
believed to be the first written version of the Old Testament books of Genesis, Exodus and Numbers.  The 
Book of J contains David Rosenberg’s English translation and Harold Bloom’s literary analysis of the text.  
Bloom feels that the writing is on par with that of Homer, Shakespeare and Tolstoy.  And he makes the intri-
guing argument that the writer was likely a woman who was associated with the court of King Solomon. 
 
Rachel Held Evans was born and raised in a conservative evangelical family.  When she was young, she loved 
the stories of the Bible and believed them to be literal in every detail.  As she grew older, she began to be con-
fused and bothered by what she felt were inconsistencies, improbabilities and frightening implications in 
these stories.  Her book, Inspired, tells how, as a young woman, she “re-learned” to love the Bible and see it 
as the inspiration for her faith in an all-inclusive God.  Sadly, Evans passed away in May at age 37 after compli-
cations from a severe allergic reaction to antibiotics she was taking. 
 
The Lutheran Study Bible is a New Revised Standard Version translation and includes notes and articles by over 
sixty Lutheran pastors and theologians.  These include sections entitled Martin Luther on the Bible, Lutheran 
Insights that Open the Bible and What Should We Expect When We Read the Bible?  In addition, the volume 
contains a Bible reading plan, lists of key stories in both the Old and New Testaments and a section of maps of 
Biblical places. 
 
These are just three of seventeen new fiction and non-fiction/adult, young adult and children’s books which 
will soon be on the shelves of our library.  A list of them will be posted on the wall above the desk just inside 
the library door.  The library team invites you look for them the next time you visit the library.          
~ Rick Brenner 

 
 

Zion’s Wednesday Afternoon Book Club  
Looking for a casual, small group, book club with a varied reading list? Join us in the Gathering Room for  
conversation.  Reading of the book is encouraged but not required.  We generally meet on the 3rd Wednesday 
of the month, skipping December and we may change a date due to scheduling conflicts.  No refreshments are 
served. 

 

June 12 | 1:30 pm. – Educated a Memoir by Tara Westover  

July 17 | 1:30 p.m. – My Antonia by Willa Cather 

August 21 | 1:30 p.m. – The Atomic Weight of Love: A Novel by Elizabeth J Church 

September 18 | 1:30 p.m. – The Dream Lover by Elizabeth Berg 

October 16 –  TBA 

November 20 –  TBA 

No December meeting  

https://www.amazon.com/Book-J-Harold-Bloom/dp/0802141919/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=The+Book+of+J&qid=1564071583&s=gateway&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Inspired-Slaying-Giants-Walking-Loving/dp/0718022319/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=Inspired%3A+Slaying+Giants%2C+Walking+on+Water+and+Loving+the+Bible+Again&qid=1564071615&s=gateway&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Inspired-Slaying-Giants-Walking-Loving/dp/0718022319/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=Inspired%3A+Slaying+Giants%2C+Walking+on+Water+and+Loving+the+Bible+Again&qid=1564071615&s=gateway&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Lutheran-Bible-NRSV-Augsburg-Fortress-Publishing/dp/0806680601/ref=sr_1_4?keywords=Lutheran+Study+Bible&qid=1564071650&s=gateway&sr=8-4
https://www.amazon.com/Lutheran-Bible-NRSV-Augsburg-Fortress-Publishing/dp/0806680601/ref=sr_1_4?keywords=Lutheran+Study+Bible&qid=1564071650&s=gateway&sr=8-4
https://www.amazon.com/Educated-Memoir-Tara-Westover/dp/0399590501/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=Educated+a+Memoir&qid=1564071806&s=gateway&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/My-%C3%81ntonia-Dover-Thrift-Editions/dp/0486282406/ref=sr_1_3?keywords=My+Antonia&qid=1564071830&s=gateway&sr=8-3
https://www.amazon.com/Atomic-Weight-Love-Novel/dp/161620690X/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=The+Atomic+Weight+of+Love%3A+A+Novel&qid=1564071883&s=gateway&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Dream-Lover-Novel-Elizabeth-Berg/dp/0345533801/ref=sr_1_2?keywords=The+Dream+Lover&qid=1564071904&s=gateway&sr=8-2
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Maggie Atkinson is your Go-To-Gal, if you’d like more info about youth events, OR to let her know that you’re 
able to attend!  Text/call 563.349.2313, email maggie@zionlutheran-ic.org  or send a carrier pigeon! 

 

Follow Zion at  (Instagram @zioniowacity) and  (Facebook @ zioniowacity).  
 

 

Youth Help Prep & Serve: Free Lunch Program 
August 11 or August 12 
Two great opportunities for our teens entering grades 6-12 to serve in our community!  Prepare the meal, or 
serve the Free Lunch Program alongside other Zion adults!  Sunday (Aug 11) the Prep Team will meet at 4pm in 
the Zion kitchen to cook hamburger and prepare the spaghetti.  The Monday (August 12) Lunch Team will 
meet at CommUNITY Crisis Services and Food Bank (formerly the Crisis Center) at 11am to serve the meal and 
clean-up.  
Sunday August 11 @ 4pm:  Sign up HERE to help on the SUNDAY Team!   
Monday August 12 @ 11am: Sign up HERE to help on the MONDAY Team!   
 

 

 ** Confirmation Program Updates **  
 

Presentation of Bibles to 7th Grade Students 
August 25  
This fall our 7th grade students will begin a new chapter in their faith journey: a two-year program of  
Confirmation instruction.  Our Zion community celebrates this important milestone and supports parents in 
their baptismal promise to place the Holy Scripture into the hands of their child by presenting each 7th grader 
with a new Student Bible. We pray that as our children encounter God’s Word in church, Sunday School, and in 
personal and family devotion time, they will discover the presence of God’s love in their lives in new and abid-
ing ways.  If you have a student entering 7th grade in the fall, you’ll be receiving more information in the  
coming weeks.    
 
Wednesday September 4 | 6:45-8:00pm 
Confirmation Kick-Off! All Incoming 7th & 8th Graders + Parents 
 
Wednesday September 11 | 6:45-8:00pm 
Confirmation: Students & Small Group Guides, Team Building and Get to Know You Activities 
 
Wednesday September 18 | 6:45-8:00pm 
Confirmation: Students & Mentor Night!  
 
Wednesday September 25 
No Class 

Youth and Family Happenings 

mailto:maggie@zionlutheran-ic.org
https://www.instagram.com/zioniowacity/
https://www.facebook.com/zioniowacity
https://onrealm.org/ZionLutheranIC/PublicRegistrations/Event?linkString=N2FkZTNkZjMtYTAxZi00NDc2LTkzNjUtYWE4ZjAxM2Q0YmE5
https://onrealm.org/ZionLutheranIC/PublicRegistrations/Event?linkString=MTFhZjhmN2ItYjgxMy00MjdjLWEwZDUtYWE4ZjAxM2YzMGE0
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Moms Meet-Up 
August 5 & 19 | 9:30 a.m. 
Moms and kids meet up on Mondays.  Throughout the summer months we’ll be meeting at North Market 
Square Park. Pre-schoolers, toddlers, babies, school aged kiddos – all are welcome!  This group meets every 
other Monday @ 9:30am.  Everyone is welcome.  Questions? Contact  Mary Merulla. 
 
 

Men's Ministry Breakfast 
Saturday, August 10 | 8:00 a.m. 

Bring a friend and meet for conversation and fellowship at Zion in the lower level, Gathering Room. 
 
 

Prime Timers Update 
Friday,  August 16  | 11:30 a.m. | Red’s Ale House, North Liberty 
Prime Timers meet on the 3rd Friday of each month at 11:30 a.m..  All Zion retirees, "oldtimers" and 
"newcomers"  are invited to attend. Contact Sharon Johnson at 319-330-5294 or Mary and Frank Scamman at 
319-354-4583 with questions. 
 
 

Senior Singles 
Monday,  August 19 | 11:30 a.m. | Los Agaves 
Join fellow Senior Singles for lunch and fellowship. 
 
 

Dear Church: A Love Letter from a Black Preacher to the Whitest 

Domination in the U.S., a presentation by author and pastor Lenny 

Duncan 

Monday, September 9 | 7:00 p.m. | Gloria Dei Lutheran, Iowa City 
Lutheran Campus Ministry is partnering with Gloria Dei Lutheran in welcoming Pastor Lenny Duncan to Iowa 
City to speak about his popular book, Dear Church: A Love Letter from a Black Preacher to the Whitest  
Domination in the U.S. 

 

Lenny Duncan is the unlikeliest of pastors.  Formerly incarcerated and homeless, he is now a black preacher in 
the whitest denomination in the United States: The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. Shifting  
demographics and shrinking congregations make the all headlines, but Duncan sees something else at work—
drawing a direct line between the church’s lack of diversity and the church’s lack of vitality. The problems the 
ELCA faces are theological, not sociological. But so are the answers. 

 

Part manifesto, part confession, and all love letter, Dear Church offers a bold new vision for the future of his 
denomination and the broader mainline Christian community of faith. Dear Church rejects the narrative of 
‘church decline’ and calls everyone—leaders and laity alike—to the front lines of the church’s renewal through 
racial equality and justice.   
 

It is time for the church to rise up, dust itself off, and take on forces of this world that act against God:  
whiteness, misogyny, nationalism, homophobia, and economic injustice. Duncan gives a blueprint for the way 
forward and urges us to follow in the revolutionary path of Jesus. 

 

Seating at Gloria Dei is on a first come, first serve basis.   
 

Get Involved at Zion & Your Community 

mailto:mary@zionlutheran-ic.org
mailto:cbjskj@aol.com
mailto:scammanf@mchsi.com
https://www.amazon.com/Dear-Church-Preacher-Whitest-Denomination/dp/1506452566/ref=sr_1_fkmr0_1?keywords=Dear+Church%3A+A+Love+Letter+from+a+Black+Preacher+to+the+Whitest+Domination+in+the+U.S&qid=1564071998&s=gateway&sr=8-1-fkmr0
https://www.amazon.com/Dear-Church-Preacher-Whitest-Denomination/dp/1506452566/ref=sr_1_fkmr0_1?keywords=Dear+Church%3A+A+Love+Letter+from+a+Black+Preacher+to+the+Whitest+Domination+in+the+U.S&qid=1564071998&s=gateway&sr=8-1-fkmr0


 13 

AUGUST 2019 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1  
 
11:00a  
Communion @ 
Briarwood 
 
3:00p Communion 
@ Oaknoll 

2 
 
 
 
5:00p Jenn/Yoder 
Wedding Rehearsal 

3 
 
 
 
5:15p Worship 

4 
8:15a  Worship 
9:30a Fellowship 
10:00a Worship 
 
 
 

5 
 
9:30a Mom’s Meet-
Up 
 
 

6 
 
 
1:00p Staff Meeting 
 
6:00p Mental Health 
Team 
7:00p Global Missions 

7 
6:30a Men’s Bible 
Study-Lost Boys 
8:30a Shalom 
9:00a Quilters 
 
6:30p Men’s Ministry 
Team 
 
 

8 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9 
 
 
 
 

10 
 
 
 
8:00a Men’s Ministry 
Breakfast 
 
 
5:15p Worship 
 

11  
8:15a  Worship 
9:30a Fellowship 
10:00a Worship 
 
 
4:00p Free Lunch 
Prep/Teens  

12  
 
 
11:30a Free Lunch/
Teens 
 
6:30p Journeymen 
Bible Study 
7:00p Stephen  
Ministry Superv. 
7:00p Endowment 
Team 

13 
 
10:00a Prayer Shawl 
Team 
 
1:00p Staff Meeting 
 
6:30p Stewardship Team 
 
 
 

14 
6:30a Men’s Bible 
Study-Lost Boys 
8:30a Shalom 
9:00a Quilters 
 
4:30p Property Team 
5:00p Personnel 
 
 
 
 

15 
 
 
 

16 
 
 
11:30a Prime Timers 

17 
 
 
4:00p Gr 4-8 to  
Samuelson Farm 
 
5:15p Worship 
 
 
 
 

18 Back to School 
Blessing 
 
8:15a  Worship 
9:30a Fellowship 
10:00a Worship 
 
 

19  
9:30a Mom’s Meet-
Up 
 
11:30a Senior  
Singles 
 
 

20 
 
9:30a Gather Bible Study 
 
1:00p Staff Meeting 
6:30p Council 

21 
6:30a Men’s Bible 
Study-Lost Boys 
8:30a Shalom 
9:00a Quilters 
 
1:30p Afternoon Book 
Club 

22 
 
 
 
6:30p Social  
Justice 
 
 

23 
 
 
5:00p Stone/Reddick 
Wedding Rehearsal 

24 
 
3:00p Stone/Reddick 
Wedding 
 
5:15p Worship 

25 7th Gr. Bibles 
 
8:15a  Worship 
9:30a Fellowship 
10:00a Worship 

26 
 
 
 

27 
 
 
10:00a Prayer Shawl 
Team 
1:00p Staff Meeting 
6:30p ACH Team 
Meeting 

28 
 
6:30a Men’s Bible 
Study-Lost Boys 
8:30a Shalom 
9:00a Quilters 

29 
 
6:30p Adult Choir 
 

30 31 

Adult Vacation Bible School; 8:45 a.m.-11:40 a.m. 

All Zion Retreat 

All Zion  

Retreat 
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WORSHIP ASSISTANT SCHEDULE AUGUST 2019 



Contact Us  

Office Hours:  

Monday-Thursday   

9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.  

Friday:  

 9:00 a.m.-Noon  

Tel: 319-338-0944   

Email: office@zionlutheran-ic.org 

Website: www.zionlutheran-ic.org 

 

Zion Lutheran Church 

310 N. Johnson Street 

Iowa City, Iowa  52245 

http://www.facebook.com/zioniowacity 

http://www.instagram.com/zioniowacity 

Ministers 
All Members 

 
Council  
Steve Nelson, President 
Maggie Dezeeuw, Vice President 
Amy Little, Secretary 
Ed Scheetz, Treasurer 
Diane Baumbach 
Steve Martin 
Steve Panther 
Jeff Samuelson 
Eldon Snyder 
 
Pastor 
Susan Debner,  Senior Pastor 
Jennifer Lutz, Associate Pastor 
 

Zion is a Reconciling in Christ Congregation 

http://www.facebook.com/zioniowacity
http://www.intagram.com/zioniowacity

